
OVER the last three years the UK beef industry
has been forced to face up to the challenge of
reduced consumer demand for its products.

During July, when farmgate prices fell sharply,
analysts pointed to the reduction in summertime
demand in GB.  Processors have also claimed that
GB consumers have gradually switched away from
prime cuts such as roasts and steaks to mince and
stew.   GB is NI’s biggest market for beef and any
reduction in demand or shift away from premium
products can impact farmgate prices and profitability.
These developments therefore raise several
important questions; to what extent has volume
demand for beef declined in the first seven months of
2009 and what has been the impact in different
segments of the beef market?  To what extent is this
seasonal and are there any prospects of an
improvement in demand? 

In overall terms the market for beef in GB has
contracted since 2007.  In the first 28 weeks of 2007,
total retail sales of beef were 166,000 tonnes.  By
2009 sales were down to 157,000 tonnes, a decline
of about six per cent.  However, with average retail
beef prices rising this volume decline has certainly
not impacted on the overall market value with
expenditure up 10 per cent over the same period.  
Changes in demand for different beef cuts have been
a major factor in the GB market.  Between 2007 and
2008, the decline in demand for prime cuts was
significant.  Demand for roasting joints fell by 13 per
cent over that period while volume demand for frying
and grilling cuts fell by six per cent.  To a certain

extent, an increase in demand for mince and stewing
beef helped compensate for this decline in demand
for more expensive cuts.  In 2009 however, there has
been no repeat of the increase in demand for
cheaper cuts, as illustrated by the chart below (left).  
While volume demand has been quite sluggish in the
first seven months of the year, there are tentative
signs of an early recovery in the market.  In recent
years beef demand has tended to bottom out in the
summer before rising again when the schools go
back.  This year the seasonal recovery looks to be
slightly earlier than last year.  The charts below show
how in the four weeks to 9 August 2009 demand for
mince and roasting joints has started to rise,
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In the last week of August quotes went up by 4p to 260-262
p/kg for U3s, and the officially reported paid prices reflected
this averaging 262 for clean U3 steers and heifers, with the
all-grade average at 253.6 p/kg. This week quotes have
remained unchanged at 260-262 for U3s.  It can be seen
from the graph of slaughterings that kill numbers have
started to increase (up 27% in the last week shown) and that
this could be the start of the usual, normal autumn ‘hump’
in kill numbers. Throughout the middle period of this year
the clean kill numbers have been a mirror image of last year,
but the question now is are there enough cattle in Northern
Ireland to provide the same autumn kill trend? There are
indications that the numbers are not there – if that is the
case together with the turn around in demand as shown in
the main article above – we could be optimistic about the
prospect for autumn prices.  However, the factories will
import to maintain their throughputs. In the last week of
August 1,330 cattle were imported into Northern Ireland for
direct slaughter, but only 758 (57%) were clean cattle under
30 months.  The remainder were 310 steers over 30 months
and 262 cows and heifers over 30 months.  In the same
week 875 cattle were exported from NI. Approximately half
(432) were for direct slaughter – 172 to ROI and 260 to GB;
and half were ‘breeding and production’ animals of which
95 went to ROI/GB and 348 went to Spain.

THE press edition of this week’s bulletin contained what
looked like “peculiar” GB prices and commentary.  We had
been sent from our sources, prices based on a different

dressing specification to the one we normally use.  The
complexity of the prices that are reported are conducive to simple
errors being made, with three different dressing specifications
practised in GB, the EC spec used in ROI and the UK spec used
in NI.  The EC of course requires uniformity in having prices

reported to it from all member states to the EC Reference
Dressing Specification.  However, farmer and factory trading in
most of GB and in NI is based on the UK Spec and this is the
spec that we use in order to report prices in the “local language
of the day”.  The GB prices in our “UK and ROI Cattle Prices” table
have thus now been amended back to the UK Spec with
apologies for the initial error.  

RoI and GB price comparisons

Diary dates
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FFQQAASS LLiiaaiissoonn OOffffiicceerr – not sure
what you need for your
inspection?

Had an inspection and you’re not
sure how to deal with the action
points?

Linda will be at the following
marts next week:

DDaayy WWeeeekk CCoommmmeenncciinngg
0077//0099//0099

Tuesday Clogher & Lisnaskea

Wednesday Kilrea

Thursday Downpatrick

NNootteess 
(i) Prices are p/kg Sterling;ROI prices converted at 1 Euro=  86.20p Stg. 
(ii) ROI prices are exclusive of 5.2% VAT. 
(iii) “4” includes 4L/4H; “O” includes O+/O/O-. “U” includes U+/U/U-:“P” includes
P+/P/P-
(iv) Prices are the total price paid inclusive of bonuses and top-ups.  
(v) Sources: AHDB, LMC & Irish Dept of Agriculture.
(vi) Approximately 79% of NI and 60% of GB prime cattle are price reported.  
(vii) The average price displayed is the average price across all grades of cattle.
(viii) Shaded areas indicate a reduction on the price reported in the previous Bulletin.
For ROI, the shading applies to the original price quoted in Euros.
(ix) All prices are based on the UK Dressing Specification. ROI prices have
been converted using the appropriate coefficients. 

Cattle
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aatt GGrreeeennmmoouunntt CCaammppuuss,,
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FFuurrtthheerr ddeettaaiillss llaatteerr

Beef demand starting to pick up in August

UK & ROI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 21/08/2009)

Scotland 
Northern 
England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England 

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers

U3 295.9 286.8 287.2 284.6 261.3 253.6
R3 291.8 281.9 278.4 277.7 256.7 246.1
R4 293.9 287.9 278.7 275.6 252.2 246.2
O3 278.8 275.2 266.9 266.6 247.0 234.7

Average 291.1 282.4 275.6 270.2 252.8 -

Heifers

U3 297.7 285.2 288.4 283.1 265.7 258.5
R3 288.8 296.9 278.1 276.1 258.7 251.0
R4 292.1 280.8 278.2 276.3 254.0 251.1
O3 276.6 278.7 264.8 264.8 249.4 236.9

Average 288.1 280.1 274.9 269.2 254.3 -

Young 
Bulls

U3 288.8 275.0 279.4 282.0 260.2 271.7
R3 283.0 272.2 272.7 275.4 254.2 263.0
O3 261.5 256.5 259.7 261.0 243.5 237.1

Average 277.9 266.1 268.0 272.4 250.9 -
Prime Cattle 

Price Reported 6,419 5,108 4,239 3,649 3,451 -

Cows

O3 215.6 219.7 210.2 208.4 205.7 197.9
O4 212.9 218.8 213.9 202.2 209.9 200.4
P2 157.1 170.1 177.7 174.5 169.3 175.6
P3 175.4 197.7 190.9 181.4 192.2 193.9

Quotes unchanged

2007/2008 prices adjusted to provide a like-for-like comparison with prices
calculated under the new UK Dressing Specification. 

CCaattttllee QQuuootteess
LLaasstt WWeeeekk
2266//0088//0088

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
0022//0099//0099

U3 260-262p 260-262p
R3 254-256p 254-256p

O+3 248-250p 248-250p
Cows 205-214p 205-214p

PPrriicceess ((SStteeeerrss aanndd hheeiiffeerrss ccoommbbiinneedd))

WW//EE 
1144//0088//0099

WW//EE 
2211//0088//0099

WW//EE 
2288//0088//0099

U3 259.4p 263.5p 261.9p

R3 253.6p 257.7p 257.9p

O+3 243.8p 248.2p 247.4p
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NI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 28/08/2009)
Steers Heifers Young Bulls Cows

U3 262.0 261.7 262.1 -
U4 258.2 257.9 - -
R3 257.9 257.8 255.6 -
R4 254.0 253.3 - -
O3 246.9 247.8 245.7 207.0
O4 244.7 245.5 - 210.4
P2 - - - 168.1
P3 - - - 191.4

Average 253.9 253.2 252.7 189.8





THE MARKETS

LMC does not guarantee the accuracy
or completeness of any third party
information provided in or included
with this publication. LMC hereby
disclaims any responsibility for error,
omission or inaccuracy in the
information, misinterpretation or any
other loss, disappointment,
negligence or damage caused by
reliance on third party information

NNoott ffoorr ffuurrtthheerr ppuubblliiccaattiioonn oorr
ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn wwiitthhoouutt pprriioorr ppeerrmmiissssiioonn

ffrroomm LLMMCC

CCoonnttaacctt uuss:: 

WWeebbssiittee:: wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

TTeelleepphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33000000

FFaaxx:: 002288 99226633 33000011

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee:: 002288 99226633 33002244

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33001111

CCllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn QQuueerriieess:: 002288 99226633 33001122

Lamb throughput was up by 13%, and prices pegged back
especially after the weekend.

TThhiiss wweeeekk ’’ss mmaarrttss

TTeexxtt SSeerrvviiccee
FFrreeee PPrriiccee QQuuootteess sseenntt 
ttoo yyoouurr mmoobbiillee pphhoonnee 

eeaacchh wweeeekk 
EEmmaaiill -- bbuulllleettiinn@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm 

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33002200

Sheep Prices

We regret that the UK Bank Holiday on Monday has
prevented us receiving these prices by our copy deadline.

Sheep

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy SShheeeepp PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

NNII SShheeeepp SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

““LLMMCC RREEVVIIEEWW IISS TTHHEE WWAAYY FFOORRWWAARRDD””

BBeeeeff mmaarrttss ((££//110000kkgg  lliivveewweeiigghhtt)) ((SSeevveenn DDaayyss EEnnddiinngg 3311//0088//0099))
FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee SSttoorree CCaattttllee DDrrooppppeedd CCaallvveess ((££//hheeaadd))

ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo
SStteeeerrss SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss uupp ttoo 440000kkgg CCoonnttiinneennttaall bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 140 164 1st quality 158 188
2nd quality 128 142 2nd quality 128 159 1st quality 220 300
Friesians 89 125 2nd quality 160 218

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss 440000kkgg--550000kkgg
HHeeiiffeerrss 1st quality 150 181 CCoonnttiinneennttaall hheeiiffeerr ccaallvveess
1st quality 138 167 2nd quality 130 149
2nd quality 115 144 1st quality 200 280

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss oovveerr 550000kkgg 2nd quality 130 198
BBeeeeff CCoowwss 1st quality 148 177

2nd quality 128 149 FFrriieessiiaann bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 110 152
2nd quality 90 124 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss uupp ttoo 445500kkgg 1st quality 80 150

1st quality 128 164 2nd quality 30 78
DDaaiirryy CCoowwss 2nd quality 105 139

HHoollsstteeiinn BBuullll CCaallvveess
1st quality 75 115 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss oovveerr 445500kkgg 0 0
2nd quality 40 99 1st quality 130 155

2nd quality 110 129

LLaammbb QQuuootteess

Last  Week
26/08/09

This Week
02/09/09

Lamb 295-300p 290-300p

PPAAIIDD PPRRIICCEESS ((AAvveerraaggee)) PP//KKgg 

WW//EE 
1144//0088//0099

WW//EE 
2211//0088//0099

WW//EE 
2288//0088//0099

NI Liveweight 268.97p 265.70p n/a

NI Deadweight 297.2p 299.02p n/a

GB Deadweight 327.7p 326.7p n/a

surpassing volume demand for the same period last
year.  This is certainly encouraging for producers and
processors who will be keen to see this increase
sustained through the Autumn.  However, it is much
too early to speculate whether this increase in
demand marks a shift by consumers back towards
typical buying patterns.  
On a cautionary note, the increases in volume
demand for mince and roasting beef have also
coincided with reduced average retail prices in the
four weeks to 9 August.  Although the average retail
price per kilo of mince has only fallen slightly,  the
average price of roasting beef is down by around 80p
to £6.31/kg (-11%) demonstrating the sensitivity of
consumers  to changes in the price of beef.  

Beef demand starting to
pick up in August

DDeeaaddwweeiigghhtt llaammbb pprriicceess

The review of LMC, has been broadly welcomed
by industry stakeholders and local politicians
who are urging both producers and processors

to engage fully with the review to ensure the best way
forward.

Following the announcement, the Minister for
Agriculture & Rural Development, Michelle Gildernew
said that the review will “help identify a model which
will deliver the best results for those stakeholders
who pay a levy to the LMC.” She also called on “all
those involved to engage fully with the consultation
process to help ensure we get the best outcome for
our industry.”

In welcoming the review, the DUP’s Ian Paisley Jnr,
recognised the restrictions under which LMC
operates as a Non Departmental Public Body (NDPB)
and the impact of the reserves issues:  “As a party,
we believe that there should be a reduction on the
number of Government quangos…We believe that
LMC have not had enough freedom from Government
bureaucracy and as a result are limited on what they
could do for their members.  It is vital that any
organisation that collects fees from its membership is
able to spend that funding at a time and a manner
that suits its membership.”  

Mr Paisley, Chair of the NI Assembly Agricultural
Committee, added:  “There are many useful roles
carried out by the LMC of interest to farmers,
processors and the wider public.  I believe that the
red meat sector needs an honest broker to give
transparency within the sector and to act as an
independent spokesperson for this sector.  This
review will give an opportunity to decide on the

structure and governance arrangement for an
organisation to carry out this role.”

Mr William Taylor, UFU Beef and Lamb Chairman
regards the review as “key to the future of the red
meat industry.”  “The UFU will be speaking to
producers concerning their expectation from LMC and
their future role in the NI Beef and Sheep Industry.  I
would like to emphasise to our members that they
now have the ideal platform to put forward any
concerns or suggestions regarding the future
functionality of LMC.”

TUV leader Jim Allister agreed with Mr Taylor that the
voice of producers must be heard both within the
review and within whatever new structures emerge
and recognised the issue of red-tape and
bureaucracy.  “The LMC Chairman has highlighted the
curse of red tape afflicting their operations so a
review which would loosen these shackles would be
worthwhile…Subsuming LMC or it’s functions into the
Department would be a retrograde step and wholly
incompatible with the expectation of levy funding.  Far
from being department dominated, LMC needs to be
freed from the dead hand of government.”

Mr Paisley concluded: “The DUP believe that in the
current climate, there are many challenges but also
many opportunities for the red meat sector in
Northern Ireland.  It is vital that all within the sector,
including farmers, processors, Government agencies,
and lobby organisations work to secure the best
interest for the red meat sector.”

TToo ppaarrttiicciippaattee iinn tthhee rreevviieeww,, lloogg oonnttoo
wwwwww..llmmccrreevviieeww22000099..ccoo..uukk.. 

Continued from previous page

SSHHEEEEPP MMAARRTT PPRRIICCEESS SSEEVVEENN DDAAYYSS EENNDDEEDD 0011//0099//22000099

LLaammbbss

NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo

Wednesday Ballymena 2072 256 282

Enniskillen - - -

Newtownstewart 704 250 284

Markethill 710 255 282

Thursday Downpatrick 752 255 282

Saturday Hilltown 989 275 326

Donemana - - -

Swatragh - - -

Omagh 1801 277 313

Monday Crumlin 1503 255 280

Kilrea 900 252 272

Gortin 1323 277 302

Source: TNS
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