Diary dates

FQAS Liaison Officer - not sure
what you need for your
inspection?

Had an inspection and you'e not
sure how to deal with the action
points?

Linda will be at the following
marts next week:

Day Week Commencing
07/09/09
Tuesday Clogher & Lisnaskea
Wednesday Kilrea
Thursday Downpatrick

NI Red Meat Task Force
Update and Farm Walk
23 September 2009
at Greenmount Campus,
CAFRE and Abbey Farm
Further details later

LMC Review 2009
To engage in the LMC
Review, log on to:

www.Imcreview2009.co.uk

Comments:

bulletin@Imcni.com
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has been forced to face up to the challenge of

reduced consumer demand for its products.
During July, when farmgate prices fell sharply,
analysts pointed to the reduction in summertime
demand in GB. Processors have also claimed that
GB consumers have gradually switched away from
prime cuts such as roasts and steaks to mince and
stew. GB is NI's biggest market for beef and any
reduction in demand or shift away from premium
products can impact farmgate prices and profitability.
These developments therefore raise several
important questions; to what extent has volume
demand for beef declined in the first seven months of
2009 and what has been the impact in different
segments of the beef market? To what extent is this
seasonal and are there any prospects of an
improvement in demand?

OVER the last three years the UK beef industry

GB Beef Demand, January-August 2007-2009 (000 tonnes)

Beef demand starting to pick up in August

In overall terms the market for beef in GB has
contracted since 2007. In the first 28 weeks of 2007,
total retail sales of beef were 166,000 tonnes. By
2009 sales were down to 157,000 tonnes, a decline
of about six per cent. However, with average retail
beef prices rising this volume decline has certainly
not impacted on the overall market value with
expenditure up 10 per cent over the same period.

Changes in demand for different beef cuts have been
a major factor in the GB market. Between 2007 and
2008, the decline in demand for prime cuts was
significant. Demand for roasting joints fell by 13 per
cent over that period while volume demand for frying
and grilling cuts fell by six per cent. To a certain

extent, an increase in demand for mince and stewing
beef helped compensate for this decline in demand
for more expensive cuts. In 2009 however, there has
been no repeat of the increase in demand for
cheaper cuts, as illustrated by the chart below (left).
While volume demand has been quite sluggish in the
first seven months of the year, there are tentative
signs of an early recovery in the market. In recent
years beef demand has tended to bottom out in the
summer before rising again when the schools go
back. This year the seasonal recovery looks to be
slightly earlier than last year. The charts below show
how in the four weeks to 9 August 2009 demand for
mince and roasting joints has started to rise,
Continued on next page

GB Roasting Beef Demand, January-August 2007-2009

Four Week Periods
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review will give an opportunity to decide on the

Sheep Prices

| (Seven Days Ending 31/08/09) |
Finished Cattle Store Cattle Dropped Calves (£/head)
from to from to from to Lamb Quotes
Steers Store bullocks up to 400kg Continental bull calves ]
1st quality 140 164  1st quality 158 188 Last Week This Week
ond quality 128 142 2nd quality 128 159 1st quality 220 300 26/08/09 02/09/09
Friesians 89 125 2nd quality 160 218 Lamb
Store bullocks 400kg-500kg 295-300p 290-300p
Heifers 1st quality 150 181 Continental heifer calves
1st quality 138 167 2nd quality 130 149
2nd quality 115 144 1st quality 200 280 | PAID PRICES (Average) P/Kg |
Store bU"OCkS over 500kg 2nd quality 130 198 W/E W/E W/E
Beef Cows 1st quality 148 177 14/08/09 21/08/09 28/08/09
2nd quality 128 149 Friesian bull calves
1st quality 110 152 NI Liveweight 268.97p 265.70p n/a
2nd quality 90 124 Store heifers up to 450kg 1st quality 80 150 NI Deadweight 297.2p 299.02p n/a
1st quality 128 164 2nd quality 30 78
Dairy Cows 2nd quality 105 139 (GB Deadweight 327.7p 326.7p n/a
Holstein Bull Calves
1st quality s 115 Store heifers over 450kg 0 0 SHEEP MART PRICES SEVEN DAYS ENDED 01/09/2009
2nd quality 110 129 Lambs
No. From To
NI Sheep Slaughterings (‘000 head per week) Deadweight lamb prices Wednesday Ballymena 2072 256 282
7 - z AN0E — .
ot o “oes e regret that the UK Bank Holiday on Monday has Enniskillen - - -
5 . prevented us receiving these prices by our copy deadline.
Newtownstewart 704 250 284
alld
Markethill 710 255 282
Thursday Downpatrick 752 255 282
i Saturday Hilltown 989 275 326
I FE M A& M J J A 5 o M D NI Average Weekly Sheep Price (p/kg CW)
430 - 0T 2008 00 Donemana - - -
- "\
This week$ marts 380 1 _{W,j.- My Swatragh - - -
340 4
amb throughput was up by 13%, and prices pegged back 300 J"_ = "n\ Omagh 1801 217 313
especially after the weekend. o8 | = Monday Crumlin 1503 955 280
20 T T o Kilrea 900 252 272
8o Gortin 1323 277 302
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