
AAccttuuaall aanndd ffoorreeccaasstt ssuupppplliieess ooff bbeeeeff aanndd vveeaall iinn tthhee UUnniitteedd KKiinnggddoomm
22000088 22000099 22001100

QQuuaarrtteerr QQuuaarrtteerr
000000 TToonnnneess 1 2 3 4 Year 1 2 3 4 Year Year
PPrroodduuccttiioonn 219 212 208 223 862 212 215 221111 222222 886600 883322
IImmppoorrttss ((aa)) 74 81 76 76 308 67 7788 7788 7777 330000 330055
EExxppoorrttss ((aa)) 23 20 23 27 92 25 2211 2211 2255 9922 9900
SSttoocckk CChhaannggee +1 - - +2 - - - -- -- -- --
CCoonnssuummppttiioonn 271 273 261 273 1,078 254 272 226688 227744 11,,006688 11,,004477
(a) Carcase Weight Equivalent
Forecasts in Bold. All figures subject to revision
Source:  Defra, EBLEX / AHDB
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PPLLEEAASSEE NNOOTTEE TTHHAATT AALLLL RREEPPOORRTTEEDD PPRRIICCEESS AANNDD QQUUOOTTEESS FFRROOMM PPLLAANNTTSS AARREE NNOOWW BBAASSEEDD OONN TTHHEE UUKK CCAARRCCAASSEE WWEEIIGGHHTT..

This week the meat plants have reduced quotes for the third
successive week.  The U3 beef quote now stands at 254-
256p/kg, down from 260-262p/kg last week and
266-268p/kg the previous week.  Early indications are that
this trend could continue next week. 

The reduced beef quotes have been reflected in lower
prices. Last week the paid price for U3 heifers was
263.8p/kg, two pence higher than the quoted price while
the reported steer price was almost 3p/kg higher than the
quoted price.  

In the previous week, the gap between quotes and reported
prices was lower.  The fact that a gap has re-emerged
between quotes and prices may indicate that there is room
for negotiation and producers should bear that in mind when
selling cattle.

Last week there was a sharp increase in the cattle kill with
prime cattle slaughterings up by a quarter on the previous
week to over 6,700.  The cow kill increased by 80 per cent.
Imports of cattle from ROI for direct slaughter also increased
last week by 400 to over 1,000 head, meaning that imports
for direct slaughter accounted for 12 per cent of NI cattle
slaughterings last week. 

IN the week ending 17 July cattle prices fell generally throughout
all of the regions, with the sharpest falls experienced in NI and
the Midlands & Wales.  The Scottish U3 price remained the

highest in GB although it fell by around 4p/kg during that week.
Last week it fell by a further 6p/kg (not tabulated).  This means
that last week’s gap between the NI U3 price and the Scottish U3

price was around 27p/kg, unchanged from the previous week.  In
ROI cattle prices have also come under pressure in recent weeks
with prices down by up to 10c/kg.  ROI prices still remain
considerably lower than prices in NI with a gap of 10p/kg
between the NI U3 steer price and the ROI U3 steer price. 

RoI and GB price comparisons

Diary dates

Comments:
bulletin@lmcni.com

FFQQAASS LLiiaaiissoonn OOffffiicceerr – not sure
what you need for your inspection?

Had an inspection and you’re not
sure how to deal with the action
points?

Linda will be at the following marts
next week:

DDaayy WWeeeekk CCoommmmeenncciinngg
0033//0088//0099

Monday Omagh

Wednesday Camlough

Friday Rathfriland

NNootteess 
(i) Prices are p/kg Sterling;ROI prices converted at 1 Euro=  86.15p Stg. 
(ii) ROI prices are exclusive of 5.2% VAT. 
(iii) “4” includes 4L/4H; “O” includes O+/O/O-. “U” includes U+/U/U-:“P” includes
P+/P/P-
(iv) Prices are the total price paid inclusive of bonuses and top-ups.  
(v) Sources: AHDB, LMC & Irish Dept of Agriculture.
(vi) Approximately 79% of NI and 60% of GB prime cattle are price reported.  
(vii) The average price displayed is the average price across all grades of cattle.
(viii) Shaded areas indicate a reduction on the price reported in the previous Bulletin.
For ROI, the shading applies to the original price quoted in Euros.
(ix) All prices are based on the UK Dressing Specification. ROI prices have
been converted using the appropriate coefficients. 

Cattle

NNII CClleeaann CCaattttllee SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy CClleeaann CCaattttllee PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))
THE MARKETS

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee SSeerrvviiccee

FFaaccttoorryy QQuuootteess && 
MMaarrtt RReessuullttss 

UUppddaatteedd 55ppmm DDaaiillyy

NNeexxtt wweeeekk’’ss qquuootteess
aavvaaiillaabbllee eeaacchh FFrriiddaayy

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33001111

LAST week AHDB published its GB Cattle Market
Outlook for July 2009, a report that will be of
interest to NI beef producers.  NI producers are

currently dealing with a sharp reduction in prices and
will be relieved to learn that AHDB do not forecast any
significant return of Brazilian beef to the EU in 2009
and 2010, while the prediction for continued tight
cattle supplies in 2010 should instil some confidence
that farmgate prices could improve.  However, this
may be offset by the fact that ongoing difficulties on
the demand side are forecast with reduced
consumption predicted in 2009 and 2010. 

BBrraazziilliiaann bbeeeeff iimmppoorrttss ttoo rreemmaaiinn lliimmiitteedd
The prediction by AHDB that Brazilian beef exports
will remain limited comes after some speculation to
the contrary in late May. Several reports then
highlighted remarks by the Brazilian Agriculture
Minister who announced that Brazilian export
volumes to the EU could reach 50 per cent of pre-
2007 levels by the end of 2009.  AHDB now state that
there is no prospect of Brazilian beef returning to the
GB in any significant volume in  2009 or 2010 and
this prediction seems supported by Brazil’s export

figures for the year to date.  

BBrraazziilliiaann bbeeeeff eexxppoorrttss ddoowwnn oonn llaasstt yyeeaarr
In the first half of 2009 the EU imported just over
16,500 tonnes of Brazilian beef compared with
25,000 tonnes in the first six months of last year and
106,900 tonnes in 2007.  The UK imported 1,100
tonnes in the first half of the year, down from 4,500
tonnes the previous year and 16,000 tonnes in 2007.
This decline in Brazilian exports to the EU reflects the
general decline in exports from South America where
beef availability has become an issue.  

In the first half of the year Brazilian exports of chilled
and frozen beef were down 13 per cent compared to
the same period in 2008.  The decline since 2007 is
even steeper at 35 per cent.  This news will be
broadly welcomed by local producers and processors

as renewed Brazilian imports have the potential to
become a drag on farmgate and wholesale prices in
NI.

FFoorreeccaasstt ffaallll iinn UUKK bbeeeeff pprroodduuccttiioonn iinn 22001100
While Brazilian imports are projected to remain low in
2009 and 2010, it is expected that imports in general
will need to rise as a consequence of reduced UK
cattle production.  AHDB forecast that domestic
production will fall sharply to 832,000 tonnes in
2010 compared to 862,000 tonnes in 2008 and a
projected 860,000 tonnes this year.  

HHeeiiffeerr ssllaauugghhtteerriinnggss oonn tthhee iinnccrreeaassee
While production is expected to fall in 2009 and
2010, the UK cattle kill is currently running at a
higher level than previously expected (see graph).
This is as a result of a significant increase in heifer

Reduced prospects for significant imports of
Brazilian beef in 2009/2010

UK & ROI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 17/07/2009)

Scotland Northern 
England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England 

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers

U3 295.1 285.0 279.8 279.2 268.1 258.0
R3 290.9 282.2 271.7 272.1 262.4 251.4
R4 292.8 285.9 271.6 272.9 258.8 251.8
O3 278.4 273.2 257.3 261.1 255.0 240.6

Average 290.5 281.5 267.4 266.1 261.6 -

Heifers

U3 295.3 282.5 280.6 278.1 268.9 260.7
R3 289.5 279.5 268.9 271.9 265.1 255.9
R4 290.9 277.1 270.1 270.6 261.1 257.0
O3 271.3 277.5 257.2 260.2 257.4 243.3

Average 288.3 277.6 264.6 264.8 261.6 -

Young 
Bulls

U3 284.4 271.8 274.8 277.7 268.0 269.9
R3 280.3 267.0 268.7 269.5 262.4 267.1
O3 255.3 250.9 252.6 257.4 252.8 240.5

Average 278.0 262.5 267.0 264.1 262.0 -

Prime Cattle 
Price Reported 6,497 4,654 4,007 3,884 5,219 -

Cows

O3 213.7 219.0 206.2 196.1 208.8 199.6
O4 222.2 216.4 206.8 198.7 216.9 201.4
P2 162.7 170.0 171.8 170.1 172.3 170.6
P3 181.0 198.9 179.7 181.9 196.0 195.5

Factories reduce quotes
again this week

NNII CCAATTTTLLEE PPRRIICCEESS ((WW//EE 2244//0077//22000099))
Steers Heifers Young Bulls Cows

U3 262.7 263.8 262.8 -
U4 257.4 258.9 - -
R3 258.1 260.4 256.3 -
R4 254.8 256.0 - -
O3 248.3 250.1 245.1 201.0
O4 250.5 244.7 - 205.3
P2 - - - 158.8
P3 - - - 184.2

Average 255.3 255.0 255.4 187.7

2007/2008 prices adjusted to provide a like-for-like comparison with prices
calculated under the new UK Dressing Specification. 

CCaattttllee QQuuootteess
TThhiiss WWeeeekk
2222//0077//0099

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
2299//0077//0099

U3 260-262p 254-256p
R3 254-256p 248-250p

O+3 248-250p 242-244p
Cows 205-214p 200-210p

PPrriicceess ((SStteeeerrss aanndd hheeiiffeerrss ccoommbbiinneedd))

WW//EE 
1100//0077//0099

WW//EE 
1177//0077//0099

WW//EE 
2244//0077//0099

U3 275.0p 268.5p 263.3p

R3 269.1p 263.8p 259.3p

O+3 259.9p 256.2p 249.2p

Continued on next page
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LMC does not guarantee the accuracy
or completeness of any third party
information provided in or included
with this publication. LMC hereby
disclaims any responsibility for error,
omission or inaccuracy in the
information, misinterpretation or any
other loss, disappointment,
negligence or damage caused by
reliance on third party information

NNoott ffoorr ffuurrtthheerr ppuubblliiccaattiioonn oorr
ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn wwiitthhoouutt pprriioorr ppeerrmmiissssiioonn

ffrroomm LLMMCC

CCoonnttaacctt uuss:: 

WWeebbssiittee:: wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

TTeelleepphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33000000

FFaaxx:: 002288 99226633 33000011

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee:: 002288 99226633 33002244

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33001111

CCllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn QQuueerriieess:: 002288 99226633 33001122

OVER the last seven days the sheep price in the marts has
improved compared to the previous week with better
prices in Rathfriland and Crumlin.  This has been driven

by increased activity by southern buyers in the marts as
exports to ROI for direct slaughter increased sharply last week.   

TThhiiss wweeeekk ’’ss mmaarrttss

TTeexxtt SSeerrvviiccee
FFrreeee PPrriiccee QQuuootteess sseenntt 
ttoo yyoouurr mmoobbiillee pphhoonnee 

eeaacchh wweeeekk 
EEmmaaiill -- bbuulllleettiinn@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm 

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33002200

Sheep Prices

Early this week there were reports of a slight tightening in
lamb numbers which led to some factories paying up to
295p/kg to some producers, although by this Wednesday,

quotes were generally 290p/kg.  This represents a slight
reduction since last week when the reported NI deadweight lamb
price was 300p/kg.  Last week’s reported price in GB was
315p/kg, considerably better than NI price.  

Sheep

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy SShheeeepp PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

NNII SShheeeepp SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

SLIGHT INCREASE IN CATTLE SUPPLY IN FIRST
HALF OF 2009

BBeeeeff mmaarrttss ((££//110000kkgg  lliivveewweeiigghhtt)) ((SSeevveenn DDaayyss EEnnddiinngg 2277//0077//0099))
FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee SSttoorree CCaattttllee DDrrooppppeedd CCaallvveess ((££//hheeaadd))

ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo
SStteeeerrss SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss uupp ttoo 440000kkgg CCoonnttiinneennttaall bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 148 164 1st quality 153 185
2nd quality 130 147 2nd quality 124 152 1st quality 255 335
Friesians 111 125 2nd quality 175 250

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss 440000kkgg--550000kkgg
HHeeiiffeerrss 1st quality 150 175 CCoonnttiinneennttaall hheeiiffeerr ccaallvveess
1st quality 150 169 2nd quality 126 149
2nd quality 133 149 1st quality 185 240

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss oovveerr 550000kkgg 2nd quality 125 180
BBeeeeff CCoowwss 1st quality 138 156

2nd quality 120 137 FFrreessiiaann bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 112 135
2nd quality 86 110 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss uupp ttoo 445500kkgg 1st quality 150 220

1st quality 148 164 2nd quality 85 148
DDaaiirryy CCoowwss 2nd quality 119 147

1st quality 90 115 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss oovveerr 445500kkgg
2nd quality 62 89 1st quality 131 149

2nd quality 116 130

LLaammbb QQuuootteess

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
2222//0077//0099

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
2299//0077//0099

Lamb 290-310p 290p

PPAAIIDD PPRRIICCEESS ((AAvveerraaggee)) PP//KKgg 

WW//EE 
1100//0077//0099

WW//EE 
1177//0077//0099

WW//EE 
2244//0077//0099

NI Liveweight 278.15p 277.07p 274.28p

NI Deadweight 299.54p 291.23p 300.20p

GB Deadweight 309.20p 322.50p 315.00p

IN the first half of 2009, cattle slaughterings remain
slightly higher than for the same period last year
while lamb slaughterings are down substantially on

last year’s figures. 

For the first half of the year, steer slaughterings are
down by three per cent while there has been a 3 per
cent increase in the number of heifers presented for
slaughter.  The increase in the overall number of prime
cattle slaughterings has however been driven by a large
increase in the number of young bulls.  

Cow slaughterings continued to increase in the first
half of the year, up by 10 per cent or 3,500 on the
same period last year.  This means that the cow kill
represents 17 per cent of the slaughter mix in the
period from January to June.  The corresponding figure

for last year was 16 per cent. 

Lamb slaughterings for the first half of the year are
down heavily compared to last year.  With large
numbers of lambs being exported to ROI for direct
slaughter and nothing being imported from GB, the
lamb and hogget kill has fallen by nine per cent.  

In the first six months of the year fewer than 210,000
lambs were slaughtered in NI factories, compared to
over 230,000 head in the same period last year - a
difference of more than 20,000 head.  

Ewe and ram slaughterings have also fallen compared
to 2008 with numbers down by 8,000 head, a 20 per
cent decline.  The overall lamb kill for the year to date
is down by 11 per cent on the same period in 2008. 

slaughterings in GB in the first half of 2009.
AHDB predict that this will continue to be a
theme throughout the remainder of the year,
leading to greater availability of prime cattle
in GB.  However slaughterings are forecast to
be much lower in 2010 and the knock-on
effect of increased heifer slaughterings will be
a reduction in the breeding herd which will
reduce capacity in the next few years in GB.

There has also been an increase in heifer
slaughterings in NI in 2009 whereas the steer
kill has declined.  However, the percentage of
heifers in the slaughter mix has not changed
significantly in recent years.  The total number
of prime cattle killed has risen due to
increased young bull slaughterings. 

CCoonnssuummppttiioonn ffoorreeccaasstt ttoo ffaallll 
The continued tight GB cattle supply should
help underpin NI cattle prices.  However, one
explanation for the recent reduction in NI
cattle prices has been weaker demand in GB
and AHDB say that this is a trend that will
continue.  The forecast is for overall beef
consumption to fall further in 2009 and 2010
as demand for some cuts, such as roasting
joints, comes under pressure.  

However, on a positive note, there is some
speculation that the retail beef market may
soon return to normal following a tough year
due to the recession. Marc Van der Lee,
Communications Director of VION recently
suggested that some EU consumers are
returning to normal eating habits having
switched to cheaper meats and cheaper cuts
during the recession.  Producers and
processors in NI will be hoping that that this
trend soon emerges among consumers in GB. 

Reduced prospects for
significant imports of Brazilian

beef in 2009/2010

Factories quoting 290p/kg this week

Continued from previous page

NNII CCAATTTTLLEE AANNDD SSHHEEEEPP SSLLAAUUGGHHTTEERRIINNGGSS
JJuunnee JJaann 0099 -- JJuunn 0099 

((44 wweeeekkss eennddeedd 2277//0066//0099)) ((2266 wweeeekkss eennddeedd 2277//0066//0099))
22000088 22000099 %% CChhaannggee JJaann 0077-- JJuunn 0088 JJuull 0088-- JJuunn 0099 %% CChhaannggee

CCAATTTTLLEE -- FFOOOODDCCHHAAIINN
Steers 12,197 10,702 -12% 82,666 80,229 -3%
Heifers 9,146 8,842 -3% 68,034 70,327 +3%
Young Bulls 3,564 4,435 +24% 20,700 25,225 +22%
TToottaall PPrriimmee CCaattttllee 2244,,990077 2233,,997799 --44%% 117711,,440000 117755,,778811 ++33%%
Cows 5,539 5,266 -5% 33,073 36,535 +10%
Mature Bulls 288 321 +11% 1,546 1,628 +5%
Calves 157 50 -68% 484 278 -43%
TToottaall CCaattttllee 3300,,889911 2299,,661166 --44%% 220066,,550033 221144,,222222 ++44%%

SSHHEEEEPP
Lambs & Hoggets 48,025 33,161 -31% 231,630 209,817 -9%
Ewes & Rams 5,619 6,554 +17% 41,573 33,112 -20%
TToottaall SShheeeepp 5533,,664444 3399,,771155 --2266%% 227733,,220033 224422,,992299 --1111%%

The above figures are provisional

SSHHEEEEPP MMAARRTT PPRRIICCEESS SSEEVVEENN DDAAYYSS EENNDDIINNGG 2288//0077//22000099

LLaammbbss

NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo

Wednesday Ballymena 1309 270 319

Newtownstewart 820 258 278

Markethill 800 260 300

Thursday Downpatrick 368 255 286

Saturday Hilltown 1,437 266 297

Swatragh 650 265 292

Omagh 599 274 285

Monday Crumlin 1,111 262 280

Kilrea 930 260 289

Tuesday Saintfield 588 257 291

Rathfriland 1041 250 302

Source DARD


