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Outlook for July 2009, a report that will be of

interest to NI beef producers. NI producers are
currently dealing with a sharp reduction in prices and
will be relieved to learn that AHDB do not forecast any
significant return of Brazilian beef to the EU in 2009
and 2010, while the prediction for continued tight
cattle supplies in 2010 should instil some confidence
that farmgate prices could improve. However, this
may be offset by the fact that ongoing difficulties on
the demand side are forecast with reduced
consumption predicted in 2009 and 2010.

LAST week AHDB published its GB Cattle Market

Brazilian beef imports to remain limited

The prediction by AHDB that Brazilian beef exports
will remain limited comes after some speculation to
the contrary in late May. Several reports then
highlighted remarks by the Brazilian Agriculture
Minister who announced that Brazilian export
volumes to the EU could reach 50 per cent of pre-
2007 levels by the end of 2009. AHDB now state that
there is no prospect of Brazilian beef returning to the
GB in any significant volume in 2009 or 2010 and
this prediction seems supported by Brazil's export

Reduced prospects for significant imports of
Brazilian beefin 2009/2010

figures for the year to date.

Brazilian beef exports down on last year

In the first half of 2009 the EU imported just over
16,500 tonnes of Brazilian beef compared with
25,000 tonnes in the first six months of last year and
106,900 tonnes in 2007. The UK imported 1,100
tonnes in the first half of the year, down from 4,500
tonnes the previous year and 16,000 tonnes in 2007.
This decline in Brazilian exports to the EU reflects the
general decline in exports from South America where
beef availability has become an issue.

In the first half of the year Brazilian exports of chilled
and frozen beef were down 13 per cent compared to
the same period in 2008. The decline since 2007 is
even steeper at 35 per cent. This news will be
broadly welcomed by local producers and processors

as renewed Brazilian imports have the potential to
become a drag on farmgate and wholesale prices in
NI.

Forecast fall in UK beef production in 2010

While Brazilian imports are projected to remain low in
2009 and 2010, it is expected that imports in general
will need to rise as a consequence of reduced UK
cattle production. AHDB forecast that domestic
production will fall sharply to 832,000 tonnes in
2010 compared to 862,000 tonnes in 2008 and a
projected 860,000 tonnes this year.

Heifer slaughterings on the increase

While production is expected to fall in 2009 and
2010, the UK cattle kill is currently running at a
higher level than previously expected (see graph).
This is as a result of a significant increase in heifer

UK Prime Cattle Slaughterings
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Actual and forecast supplies of beef and veal in the United Kingdom

2009 2010
Quarter
Year 1 2 3 4 Year Year
862 212 215 211 222 860 832
308 67 78 78 77 300 305

92 25 21 21 25 92 90

1,078 254 272 268 274 1,068 1,047

Continued on next page







| Beef marts (£/100kg liveweight) (Seven Days Ending 27/07/09) |

Finished Cattle

Steers

1st quality
2nd quality
Friesians

Heifers
1st quality
2nd quality

Beef Cows

1st quality
2nd quality

Dairy Cows

1st quality
2nd quality

from

148
130
111

150
133

112
86

90
62

to

164
147
125

169
149

135
110

115
89

pernoairom January to June. 1ne corresponairg rigure

IS AOwWN Dy 11 per Cent on tne same perioa in £VvVao. )

Store Cattle

from
Store bullocks up to 400kg
1st quality 153
2nd quality 124

Store bullocks 400kg-500kg
1st quality 150
2nd quality 126

Store bullocks over 500kg
1st quality 138
2nd quality 120

Store heifers up to 450kg
1st quality 148
2nd quality 119

Store heifers over 450kg
1st quality 131
2nd quality 116

to
185
152

175
149

156
137

164
147

149
130

Dropped Calves (£/head)
from
Continental bull calves

1st quality 255
2nd quality 175

Continental heifer calves

1st quality 185
2nd quality 125

Fresian bull calves

1st quality 150
2nd quality 85

to

335
250

240
180

220
148

NI Sheep Slaughterings (‘000 head per week)

- 2007

2004
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This week$ marts

Factories quoting 290p/kg this week

arly this week there were reports of a slight tightening in
lamb numbers which led to some factories paying up to
295p/kg to some producers, although by this Wednesday,

quotes were generally 290p/kg. This represents a slight
. reduction since last week when the reported NI deadweight lamb
" price was 300p/kg. Last week’s reported price in GB was

315p/kg, considerably better than NI price.

NI Average Weekly Sheep Price (p/kg CW)
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improved compared to the previous week with better 300

OVER the last seven days the sheep price in the marts has

prices in Rathfriland and Crumlin. This has been driven =g
by increased activity by southern buyers in the marts as

exports to ROI for direct slaughter increased sharply last week.
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Sheep Prices

| Lamb Quotes |

This Week This Week
22/07/09 29/07/09
Lamb 290-310p 290p
W/E W/E W/E
10/07/09 17/07/09 24/07/09
NI Liveweight 278.15p 277.07p 274.28p
NI Deadweight 299.54p 291.23p 300.20p
(GB Deadweight 309.20p 322.50p 315.00p
o s o e o
Lambs
No. From To
Wednesday Ballymena 1309 270 319
Newtownstewart 820 258 278
Markethill 800 260 300
Thursday Downpatrick 368 255 286
Saturday Hilltown 1,437 266 297
Swatragh 650 265 292
Omagh 599 274 285
Monday Crumlin 1,111 262 280
Kilrea 930 260 289
Tuesday Saintfield 588 257 291
Rathfriland 1041 250 302




