
IN the Bulletin of 18 June 2009 we flagged up the
topic of Carbon Footprint in order to start to raise
awareness of a subject that was going to become

a major issue for the red meat industry. Readers
should already have heard enough recent adverse
publicity, such as “Meat free Mondays” and “Give up
meat to save the planet” (The Times, 27 October
2009), to realise that this issue is now upon us in
populist activity areas. Unfortunately populist views
have run ahead of the science, so we ought to try
and encapsulate what scientific information there
is.

ONE of the key issues is that of measurement
of carbon footprint, and what should be taken
into account. The emphasis to date, and

therefore discussion in various forums, has been
only on emissions i.e. how much carbon is given-off,

with a distinct lack of emphasis on sequestration or
the ‘carbon sink’ effect of the soil soaking-up
carbon. Furthermore the issue is being treated in a
similar way to farm costs, for which it is often said
that a profit can easily be generated if we do not
include all the costs. So it is in the case of carbon –
various enterprises can be made to look good by not
including all the carbon factors. There is a failure to
take account of the nitrous oxide release from
cultivating land to grow crops, some which feed
intensively reared animals, a failure to take into
account the carbon footprint of the manufacture of
fertiliser needed to grow crops, and a failure to take

into account the carbon footprint of all the inputs to
production (e.g. buildings - concrete, steel; transport
– roads, ships, vehicles; etc). ‘Natural England’
published its Carbon Baseline Survey results over a
year ago, calculating both carbon emissions and
sequestrations but confined to ‘within the physical
farm boundary’. On-site methane emissions from
livestock and manure and on-site CO2 emissions
from fuel combustion are included. Some offsite
emissions such as from grain grown for feed, and
from fertiliser manufacture and transport were not
included, but carbon sequestration in grassland that
had changed from a previous land use, and
sequestration of carbon from crop residues
incorporated back into soils were included in the
account (envisage this as more like a financial
account of outputs and inputs). The results are
shown in Table 1 expressed as net emissions of
tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent (CO2e) per
hectare.

THE dominant contribution to farm greenhouse
gas emissions (GHG) was from nitrous oxide
(associated with fertiliser applications and

cultivations) which comprised 54% of the emissions,
26% from methane (livestock) and 20% from CO2
(fuel). The exception was for horticultural farms
where CO2 emissions are dominant because of
heating and other energy requirements. It can be
seen from the table that the LFA Grazing Livestock
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All reported prices and quotes based on the UK C/W.

THIS week most of the factories have been applying a new
pricing structure whereby in-spec cattle attract a bonus and
out-of-spec cattle attract steeper deductions.  The base U3

quotes remain around 260-262p/kg, but with the 8-10p bonus
on in-spec cattle the U3 quotes are effectively 268-270p/kg.  The
table below gives an indication as to the criteria for the bonus
across the main NI meat plants.  It shows the specifications for
steers / heifers and gives an indication as to the number of meat
plants using each of the criterion.  
In addition, it is important to note that most plants are paying
base price for cattle weighing 260-280kg and 380-400kg, with
deductions only applying for cattle outside the 260-400kg range.
Furthermore, most plants are paying the base price for in-spec
cattle born in ROI. 
This week also, some plants have indicated that they are making
deductions on young bulls outside 280-380kg and others are
suggesting that deductions may apply to bulls aged over 16
months from next week on. 
At the moment the message for producers is to phone around
the plants to get the best price available. 

IN the week ending 24 October the pound rallied against the
euro and this made ROI beef more competitive in sterling
terms.  The Euro was down by nearly two pence against the

pound and this led to ROI steers falling by nearly four pence per
kilo in sterling terms with heifer prices down by 4-6p/kg.  In Euro
terms ROI prices were actually up by around a penny in some
cases as the ROI factories had more room for manoevure.  This

essentially means that ROI prices are once again lower than NI
prices with the NI U3 steer price around 7p/kg higher than the
equivalent price in ROI.  The gap between Scottish R4 steer
prices and NI prices is now 45p/kg.  It will be interesting to see
whether this narrows with the new pricing structure.  

RoI and GB price comparisons
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FFQQAASS LLiiaaiissoonn OOffffiicceerr – not sure
what you need for your
inspection?

Had an inspection and you’re not
sure how to deal with the action
points?

Linda will be at the following
marts next week:

DDaayy WWeeeekk CCoommmmeenncciinngg
0099//1111//0099

Tuesday Ballymena

Wednesday Saintfield

Friday Draperstown

Notes: 
(i) Prices are p/kg Sterling;ROI prices converted at 1 Euro= 90.97p Stg. 
(ii)Shading indicates a reduction on price reported in the previous bulletin. 
Further explanatory notes on these tables are available on request. 

Cattle

NNII CClleeaann CCaattttllee SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy CClleeaann CCaattttllee PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

The Carbon Footprint of Beef and
Sheepmeat

2007/2008 prices adjusted to provide a like-for-like comparison with
prices calculated under the new UK Dressing Specification. 

CCaattttllee QQuuootteess
LLaasstt WWeeeekk
2288//1100//0099

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
0044//1111//0099

U3 260-266p 268-270p
R3 254-260p 262-264p

O+3 248-254p 256-258p
Cows 205-214p 210-212p

PPrriicceess ((SStteeeerrss aanndd hheeiiffeerrss ccoommbbiinneedd))
WW//EE 

1177//1100//0099
WW//EE 

2244//1100//0099
WW//EE 

3311//1100//0099
U3 261.6p 262.1p 262.4p
R3 256.1p 256.4p 256.4p

O+3 251.1p 250.5p 250.1p

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee SSeerrvviiccee
FFaaccttoorryy QQuuootteess && 

MMaarrtt RReessuullttss 
UUppddaatteedd 55ppmm DDaaiillyy

NNeexxtt wweeeekk’’ss qquuootteess
aavvaaiillaabbllee eeaacchh FFrriiddaayy

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33001111

THE MARKETS

The NI Cattle Prices Table has been amended to include more detail with prices for a
wider range of grades provided.  If you need further information on prices contact the
LMC Technical Department on 028 9263 3000.

NI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 31/10/2009)
Steers Heifers Young Bulls Cows

U2 260.0 259.8 259.7 219.3
U3 261.1 263.6 260.3 219.3
U4L 256.1 258.6 254.4 220.3
R2 253.7 253.5 254.0 206.9
R3 256.2 256.5 255.0 218.9
R4L 251.9 253.2 248.0 215.3
O+2 247.0 241.2 247.1 206.8
O+3 249.9 250.3 248.2 211.4
O+4L 249.4 248.2 - 215.0

O3 241.7 242.3 244.9 200.7
O4L 238.5 236.3 - 199.3
P+2 - 230.0 - 172.8
P+3 - 220.0 - 194.3

Average 253.3 253.5 253.3 185.7

* Top end quotes includes bonus for In-Spec cattle

UK & ROI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 24/10/2009)

Scotland 
Northern 
England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England 

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers

U3 297.1 284.3 281.5 274.3 260.9 253.5
R3 292.7 279.3 273.1 268.4 255.4 248.0
R4 295.8 286.4 272.6 267.9 250.2 248.4
O3 279.3 267.9 259.8 257.4 246.4 235.8

Average 292.8 279.1 268.4 261.0 252.9 -

Heifers

U3 297.8 286.6 281.9 274.4 263.3 260.6
R3 291.9 278.1 272.5 267.5 257.4 253.9
R4 294.5 277.2 272.5 266.9 253.2 255.1
O3 270.0 266.0 258.9 255.1 248.4 240.0

Average 291.0 272.9 266.1 259.7 253.7 -

Young 
Bulls

U3 283.3 270.7 273.9 275.2 260.8 268.3
R3 279.1 264.0 263.3 267.8 255.2 262.6
O3 260.6 249.1 252.7 252.2 244.2 235.4

Average 270.3 258.8 258.5 252.7 253.9 -
Prime Cattle 

Price Reported 7,030 5,745 4,463 4,007 6,673 -

Cows

O3 190.2 204.6 185.4 178.1 201.0 200.6
O4 190.2 205.2 184.1 182.4 207.6 202.3
P2 149.3 163.0 164.2 145.0 163.8 171.3
P3 162.6 186.9 177.5 164.6 191.2 193.3

Continued on next page

FFaarrmm ttyyppee MMeeaann MMiinn MMaaxx

Dairy 10.7 4.3 19.6

Lowland grazing livestock 5.5 0.6 13.5

Horticulture 4.2 0.6 8.8

Mixed 4.2 2.1 7.8

General Cropping 3.2 1.9 5.6

Cereals 2.8 0.4 7.9

Nature Reserve 2.5 0.0 17.3

LFA Grazing Livestock 2.5 0.0 6.3

TTaabbllee 11.. FFaarrmm ccaarrbboonn aaccccoouunnttss:: nneett ccaarrbboonn eemmiissssiioonnss bbyy ffaarrmm ttyyppeess ((ttCCOO22ee ppeerr hheeccttaarree))

Source: Natural England Carbon Baseline Survey, April 2008

NNII CChhaarroollaaiiss CClluubb 
SShhooww && SSaallee 
ooff 6600 BBuullllss  

DDuunnggaannnnoonn FFaarrmmeerrss MMaarrtt 
FFrriiddaayy 66tthh NNoovveemmbbeerr 

SShhooww 44..3300 // SSaallee 77ppmm

BBoonnuuss SSppeecciiffiiccaattiioonn aatt SSeevveenn MMaajjoorr NNII PPllaannttss

SStteeeerrss // HHeeiiffeerrss CCrriitteerriiaa NNuummbbeerr 
ooff PPllaannttss 

Applicable Grades E3, E4L, U3, U4L,
R3, R4L, O+3 7

Weight 280-380kg 7
Age Under 30mth 7

FQAS Yes 7
Country of Origin UK Only 5

No. of Farm Residencies 4 Max 2





THIS week prices in the rings have been very firm, with
reports of a brisk trade in both Saintfield and Kilrea.  The
price in Saintfield was 258-314p/kg, up from 255-293p/kg

last week.  Likewise prices were up in Kilrea, from 268-280p/kg
last week to 270-296 this week.  Numbers through the rings are
also up slightly with 760 lambs sold in Saintfield, up by 200 head
from last week.  Numbers in Kilrea were also up by 200 head to
1,060 head.  

LMC does not guarantee the accuracy
or completeness of any third party
information provided in or included
with this publication. LMC hereby
disclaims any responsibility for error,
omission or inaccuracy in the
information, misinterpretation or any
other loss, disappointment,
negligence or damage caused by
reliance on third party information

NNoott ffoorr ffuurrtthheerr ppuubblliiccaattiioonn oorr
ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn wwiitthhoouutt pprriioorr ppeerrmmiissssiioonn

ffrroomm LLMMCC

CCoonnttaacctt uuss:: 

WWeebbssiittee:: wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

TTeelleepphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33000000

FFaaxx:: 002288 99226633 33000011

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee:: 002288 99226633 33002244

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33001111

CCllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn QQuueerriieess:: 002288 99226633 33001122

TThhiiss wweeeekk ’’ss mmaarrttss

TTeexxtt SSeerrvviiccee
FFrreeee PPrriiccee QQuuootteess sseenntt 
ttoo yyoouurr mmoobbiillee pphhoonnee 

eeaacchh wweeeekk 
EEmmaaiill -- bbuulllleettiinn@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm 

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33002200

Sheep Prices

THIS week deadweight lamb quotes are up slightly with the
factories now quoting 300-305p/kg. It would appear to be
demand that is driving this trade with reports of stronger

demand in GB and on the continent.  However, supply could also
be playing a part.  Last week’s kill was the lowest weekly kill
since the last week of July with fewer than 12,500 total sheep
slaughtered. 

Sheep

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy SShheeeepp PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

NNII SShheeeepp SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

BBeeeeff mmaarrttss ((££//110000kkgg  lliivveewweeiigghhtt)) ((SSeevveenn DDaayyss EEnnddiinngg 0022//1111//0099))
FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee SSttoorree CCaattttllee DDrrooppppeedd CCaallvveess ((££//hheeaadd))

ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo
SStteeeerrss SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss uupp ttoo 440000kkgg CCoonnttiinneennttaall bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 150 168 1st quality 154 175
2nd quality 133 149 2nd quality 130 153 1st quality 240 300
Friesians 100 118 2nd quality 180 238

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss 440000kkgg--550000kkgg
HHeeiiffeerrss 1st quality 155 174 CCoonnttiinneennttaall hheeiiffeerr ccaallvveess
1st quality 140 159 2nd quality 130 154
2nd quality 123 139 1st quality 200 255

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss oovveerr 550000kkgg 2nd quality 120 198
BBeeeeff CCoowwss 1st quality 150 169

2nd quality 135 149 FFrriieessiiaann bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 120 142
2nd quality 90 119 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss uupp ttoo 445500kkgg 1st quality 100 155

1st quality 145 175 2nd quality 60 95
DDaaiirryy CCoowwss 2nd quality 130 144

HHoollsstteeiinn BBuullll CCaallvveess
1st quality 100 121 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss oovveerr 445500kkgg 2 95
2nd quality 80 99 1st quality 140 158

2nd quality 127 139

LLaammbb QQuuootteess
LLaasstt WWeeeekk
2288//1100//0099

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
0044//1111//0099

Lamb 290-300p 300-305p

PPAAIIDD PPRRIICCEESS ((AAvveerraaggee)) PP//KKgg 
WW//EE 

1177//1100//0099
WW//EE 

2244//1100//0099
WW//EE 

3311//1100//0099

NI Liveweight 263.73p 259.83p 265.65p

NI Deadweight 295.54p 295.71p 294.60p

GB Deadweight 314.0p 312.5p 315.0p

DDeeaaddwweeiigghhtt llaammbb pprriicceess

The Carbon Footprint of Beef and Sheepmeat

THE MARKETS

farm type has the lowest net carbon emissions. LFAs
would be the areas in which most beef and
sheepmeat is produced. In Northern Ireland, 70% of
the agricultural area is LFA, 77% of cattle & sheep
farms are in the LFA, 74% of suckler cows are in the
LFA and 80% of breeding ewes are in the LFA
(Source: DARD Statistical Review of Northern Ireland
Agriculture, 2008). Horticultural farms are those
growing fruit and vegetables, as well as flowers. It is
immediately apparent that Lord Stern’s comments
that “a vegetarian diet is better for GHG emissions”
is not supported by this evidence. Furthermore an

earlier University of Reading study also came to the
same conclusion: that if we converted all land use to
provide the recommended daily five portions of fruit
and vegetables per person, serious environmental
damage would occur. 

HOWEVER it is clear from Table 1 that there is
considerable variation from farm to farm
within a single farm type. AFBI Hillsborough

has done a considerable amount of analysis of the
effect on Carbon Footprint (CF) of a number of
production factors, and researchers presented data
at the recent AgriSearch Beef Seminar on various

experimental comparisons which enables a number
of conclusions to be drawn on how beef producers
can reduce their carbon footprint (CF). These are
summarised in Table 2.  As a broad generalisation,
the more efficient the production, the lower will be
the carbon footprint. 

IN this debate on carbon footprint it is important to
remember that there is a huge area of the country
(in fact 73% of the agricultural area of the UK) that

cannot grow crops for direct human consumption
(only 27% is suitable for cropping, and only 1% is
horticultural and 1% potatoes). This land resource
cannot be used to produce anything else but grass
and rough grazing. Northern Ireland agriculture is
even more grass-based (95%). Humans cannot eat
grass, and these areas of pasture and moorland can
only be efficiently utilised by ruminant animals. Yes,
they do produce methane as an automatic natural
consequence of their digestive system being
adapted to utilise fibrous material. Not only does this
allow them to convert an otherwise waste area into
food, but they also preserve the landscape, maintain
biodiversity, provide recreational areas for the
population, regulate flows of rainwater to water
systems (reducing potential for soil erosion and
flooding), and also maintain the social structure and
fabric of the countryside. To prevent ruminant
animals from doing this would leave us woefully
short of food and bereft of a beautiful countryside.
Beef and sheepmeat production can also contribute
significantly to climate change mitigation by
permanently locking up carbon dioxide in grassland
soils, and as shown above steps can be taken to
reduce its contribution to GHG emissions, whilst
providing food security for the UK and satisfying
consumer demand for beef and lamb.

CChhaannggee iinn pprroodduuccttiioonn ffaaccttoorr %% CCFF rreedduuccttiioonn 

EEffffeecctt oonn NN22OO nniittrrooggeenn ggaass lloossss ppeerr uunniitt aarreeaa

Reduce inorganic fertiliser N applied from 300 kg/ha to 100 kg/ha 84

Use nitrification inhibitors (New Zealand) 61-82

Apply liquid N fertiliser on its own rather than with cattle slurry * 89

Apply liquid N fertiliser 3-4 days rather than 1 day after cattle slurry * 67
EEffffeecctt oonn nneett CCOO22ee// eemmiissssiioonnss ppeerr kkgg ccaarrccaassee wweeiigghhtt

Finish males as bulls at 15 months rather than as steers at 25 months 57

Rear dairy steers instead of suckler steers 47

Decrease forage in diet from 75% to 45% or less 23

Reduce age at slaughter of dairy bred bulls from 20 to 16 months 14

Increase plane of nutrition from 80% ad lib to 100% ad lib 8

Use grass/clover swards rather than grass + 150kgN/ha fertiliser 19

Sow inorganic N in average rather than wet conditions 14

Reduce inorganic fertiliser N by 50% 7

Continued from previous page

TTaabbllee 22.. RReedduucciinngg tthhee ccaarrbboonn ffoooottpprriinntt ooff bbeeeeff pprroodduuccttiioonn

* Research still required to see if granular fertilisers give same CF reductions. Research also needed on the
effect of liming on CF. Source: AFBI Hillsborough, October 2009

SSHHEEEEPP MMAARRTT PPRRIICCEESS SSEEVVEENN DDAAYYSS EENNDDEEDD 0033//1111//22000099

LLaammbbss

NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo

Wednesday Ballymena 1301 244 276

Enniskillen 440 252 283

Newtownstewart 519 250 289

Markethill 700 260 286

Thursday Downpatrick 428 250 305

Swatragh 582 261 305

Omagh 1324 276 311

Monday Crumlin 1304 260 285

Kilrea 1060 270 296

Gortin 980 280 315

Tuesday Saintfield 786 258 314

Lisahally 420 290 330

Rathfriland 643 257 305


