Diary dates

FQAS Liaison Officer - not sure
what you need for your
inspection?

Had an inspection and you'e not
sure how to deal with the action
points?

Linda will be at the following
marts next week:

Week Commencing

Da
y 09/11/09
Tuesday Ballymena
Wednesday Saintfield
Friday Draperstown

Answerphone Service
Factory Quotes &
Mart Results
Updated S5pm Daily

Next week’s quotes
available each Friday
Tel: 028 9263 3011

NI Charolais Club
Show & Sale
of 60 Bulls
Dungannon Farmers Mart
Friday 6th November
Show 4.30 / Sale 7pm

Comments:

bulletin@Imcni.com
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N the Bulletin of 18 June 2009 we flagged up the

toplc of Carbon Footprint in order to start to raise

awareness of a subject that was going to become
a major issue for the red meat industry. Readers
should already have heard enough recent adverse
publicity, such as “Meat free Mondays” and “Give up
meat to save the planet” (The Times, 27 October
2009), to realise that this issue is now upon us in
populist activity areas. Unfortunately populist views
have run ahead of the science, so we ought to try
and encapsulate what scientific information there
is.

of carbon footprint, and what should be taken
into account. The emphasis to date, and
therefore discussion in various forums, has been
only on emissions i.e. how much carbon is given-off,

O NE of the key issues is that of measurement

The Carbon Footprint of Beef and
Sheepmeat

with a distinct lack of emphasis on sequestration or
the ‘carbon sink’ effect of the soil soaking-up
carbon. Furthermore the issue is being treated in a
similar way to farm costs, for which it is often said
that a profit can easily be generated if we do not
include all the costs. So it is in the case of carbon -
various enterprises can be made to look good by not
including all the carbon factors. There is a failure to
take account of the nitrous oxide release from
cultivating land to grow crops, some which feed
intensively reared animals, a failure to take into
account the carbon footprint of the manufacture of
fertiliser needed to grow crops, and a failure to take

Table 1. Farm carbon accounts: net carbon emissions by farm types (tCO2e per hectare)

Dairy

Lowland grazing livestock
Horticulture

Mixed

General Cropping
Cereals

Nature Reserve

LFA Grazing Livestock

10.7 4.3 19.6
55 0.6 13.5
4.2 0.6 8.8
4.2 21 7.8
3.2 1.9 5.6
2.8 0.4 7.9
2.5 0.0 17.3
25 0.0 6.3

Source: Natural England Carbon Baseline Survey, April 2008

into account the carbon footprint of all the inputs to
production (e.g. buildings - concrete, steel; transport
- roads, ships, vehicles; etc). ‘Natural England’
published its Carbon Baseline Survey results over a
year ago, calculating both carbon emissions and
sequestrations but confined to ‘within the physical
farm boundary’. On-site methane emissions from
livestock and manure and on-site CO2 emissions
from fuel combustion are included. Some offsite
emissions such as from grain grown for feed, and
from fertiliser manufacture and transport were not
included, but carbon sequestration in grassland that
had changed from a previous land use, and
sequestration of carbon from crop residues
incorporated back into soils were included in the
account (envisage this as more like a financial
account of outputs and inputs). The results are
shown in Table 1 expressed as net emissions of
tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent (CO2e) per
hectare.

gas emissions (GHG) was from nitrous oxide

(associated with fertiliser applications and
cultivations) which comprised 54% of the emissions,
26% from methane (livestock) and 20% from CO2
(fuel). The exception was for horticultural farms
where CO2 emissions are dominant because of
heating and other energy requirements. It can be
seen from the table that the LFA Grazing Livestock

THE dominant contribution to farm greenhouse

Continued on next page







Finished Cattle Store Cattle
from to from
Steers Store bullocks up to 400kg
1st quality 150 168 1st quality 154
2nd quality 133 149 2nd quality 130
Friesians 100 118
Store bullocks 400kg-500kg
Heifers 1st quality 155
1st quality 140 159 2nd quality 130
2nd quality 123 139
Store bullocks over 500kg
Beef Cows 1st quality 150
2nd quality 135
1st quality 120 142
2nd quality 90 119 Store heifers up to 450kg
1st quality 145
Dairy Cows 2nd quality 130
1st quality 100 121 Store heifers over 450kg
2nd quality 80 99 1st quality 140
2nd quality 127

Dropped Calves (£/head)
to from to
Continental bull calves
175
153 1st quality 240 300
2nd quality 180 238
174 Continental heifer calves
154
1st quality 200 255
2nd quality 120 198
169
149 Friesian bull calves
1st quality 100 155
175 2nd quality 60 95
144
Holstein Bull Calves
2 95
158
139

Sheep Prices

| Lamb Quotes |

NI Sheep Slaughterings (‘000 head per week)
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This week$ marts

reports of a brisk trade in both Saintfield and Kilrea. The

price in Saintfield was 258-314p/kg, up from 255-293p/kg
last week. Likewise prices were up in Kilrea, from 268-280p/kg
last week to 270-296 this week. Numbers through the rings are
also up slightly with 760 lambs sold in Saintfield, up by 200 head
from last week. Numbers in Kilrea were also up by 200 head to
1,060 head.

THIS week prices in the rings have been very firm, with

Deadweight lamb prices

HIS week deadweight lamb quotes are up slightly with the
Tfactories now quoting 300-305p/kg. It would appear to be

demand that is driving this trade with reports of stronger
demand in GB and on the continent. However, supply could also
be playing a part. Last week’s kill was the lowest weekly Kkill
since the last week of July with fewer than 12,500 total sheep
slaughtered.

NI Average Weekly Sheep Price (p/kg CW)
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Last Week This Week
28/10/09 04/11/09
Lamb 290-300p 300-305p
| PADPROES (vermgoP/ke |
W/E W/E W/E
17/10/09 24/10/09 31/10/09
NI Liveweight 263.73p 259.83p 265.65p
NI Deadweight 295.54p 295.71p 294.60p
GB Deadweight 314.0p 312.5p 315.0p
| s ences sovmvons e oy avzoos |
Lambs
No. From To
Wednesday Ballymena 1301 244 276
Enniskillen 440 252 283
Newtownstewart 519 250 289
Markethill 700 260 286
Thursday Downpatrick 428 250 305
Swatragh 582 261 305
Omagh 1324 276 311
Monday Crumlin 1304 260 285
Kilrea 1060 270 296
Gortin 980 280 315
Tuesday Saintfield 786 258 314
Lisahally 420 290 330
Rathfriland 643 257 305




