
IF payments for beef carcases in the two-week test
period had been based on the VIA machine
grades, compressing its 15-point scale into the

current manual 5-point scale, the net effect would
have been an overall average reduction in the
combined steer/heifer price of 1.5p/kg. This doesn’t
sound much, but it equates to £1.5m on a full year’s
kill of steers and heifers. This is therefore the
beginning of a series of articles on the effect of
grading by VIA, which will point towards decisions
that need to be agreed by the industry.

The assessment of Video Image Analysis (VIA)
machines for the classification of beef carcases in
Northern Ireland has begun. One machine has been
installed in a NI meat plant, calibrated against three
licensed graders from the UK, and then tested
against the official standard as represented by a jury
of five licensed experts, two from the UK and three
from other EU Member states, as required by the EC
Regulation for classification. 

The regulation specifies that for each carcase, the
median (average) of the results of the members of
the jury is the correct grade of that carcase. The
regulation also specifies that the performance of the
VIA machine has to be assessed by comparing its
grade with the median grade of the jury; and that
the accuracy of the machine will be established by
using a system of points and by comparison with
certain statistically calculated tolerance limits. The
machine met the requirements of the legislation,
and although not officially certified yet, it is expected
that it will be. It is therefore necessary to accept that
the machine is correct, because it corresponds with
the correct grade as determined by the EU jury.

The machine grades on a 15-point scale, in which
each full grade for conformation (E U R O P) and
fatness (1 2 3 4 5) is split into three sub-grades: an
upper end, a middle and a lower end represented by
+ = and –. The machine results during the two weeks
of the certification test, for steers and heifers
combined (a total of 1340 carcases), are shown in

Figure 1.

The + = and – sub-grades for each of fat grades 1,
2 and 5 and conformation grade P have been
combined because if each sub-grade had been
shown rounded to the nearest 1% in each box the
majority of these boxes would have had 0 in them. As
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All reported prices and quotes based on the UK Dressing Spec.

EARLY this week, the factories have reduced their quotes for
prime cattle to 266-270p/kg.   Most of the plants are
quoting a base price of 268p/kg for steers and 268-

270p/kg for heifers.   One plant has quoted 266p/kg for steers
and heifers. However, with the others paying at least 2p/kg
more, it is hard to see buyers securing supply at that price.  

This reduction in quotes may reflect the strong supply that has
been evident in recent weeks, with the cattle kill reaching
10,000 head in two successive weeks in mid-April.  Producers
will be watching closely to see whether this high level of
throughput is sustained at lower prices.  

Last week’s reported prices showed average steer prices
increasing very slightly on the previous week, with average
heifer prices falling 0.7p/kg.  Average young bull prices also
fell, by 2.3p/kg.  There were increases last week however, in
the reported U3 price, reflecting the firm quotes.  Average U3
steer, heifer and young bull prices increased by around 2p/kg,
with the average reported U3 heifer price hitting 279p/kg.  

Cow prices were reduced last week for most grades and the
average price was 1.6p/kg lower than the previous week.  

Diary Dates

Comments:
bulletin@lmcni.com

Notes: 
(i) Prices are p/kg Sterling - ROI prices converted at 1 Euro=87.20p Stg. 
(ii)Shading indicates a reduction on price reported in the previous bulletin. 
Further explanatory notes on these tables are available on request. 

Cattle

NNII CClleeaann CCaattttllee SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy CClleeaann CCaattttllee PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

2007/2008 prices adjusted to provide a like-for-like comparison with
prices calculated under the new UK Dressing Specification. 

CCaattttllee QQuuootteess
LLaasstt WWeeeekk
2288//0044//1100

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
0055//0055//1100

U3 270p - 272p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

266p - 270p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

R3 264p - 266p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

260p - 264p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

O+3 258p - 260p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

254p - 258p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

Cows 205 - 220p 210 - 220p

PPrriicceess ((SStteeeerrss aanndd hheeiiffeerrss ccoommbbiinneedd))
WW//EE 

1177//0044//1100
WW//EE 

2244//0044//1100
WW//EE 

0011//0055//1100
U3 275.6p 274.9p 276.9p
R3 270.7p 271.2p 271.2p

O+3 264.3p 265.7p 264.9p

THE MARKETS

The NI Cattle Prices Table has been amended to include more detail with prices for a
wider range of grades provided.  If you need further information on prices contact the
LMC Technical Department on 028 9263 3000.

NI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 01/05/2010)
Steers Heifers Young Bulls Cows

U2 271.9 273.7 266.0 -
U3 274.7 279.0 268.0 226.6
U4L 266.4 274.8 261.5 229.0
R2 264.9 270.5 262.9 212.7
R3 270.5 271.9 261.1 223.6
R4L 267.4 267.6 254.1 225.4
O+2 258.9 255.8 254.0 191.7
O+3 265.6 264.2 255.3 219.1
O+4L 262.0 259.2 260.0 220.0

O3 255.0 249.8 250.6 207.8
O4L 249.9 249.9 209.9
P+2 - - - 162.6
P+3 - - - 191.9

Average 265.9 267.4 256.8 196.3

UK & ROI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 24/04/2010)

Scotland 
Northern 
England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England 

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers

U3 285.5 281.1 277.3 272.9 272.9 263.5
R3 280.8 273.1 268.1 265.4 269.5 253.0
R4 283.7 282.0 269.1 264.1 267.0 252.6
O3 265.0 263.5 254.1 252.0 260.0 237.0

Average 281.2 276.0 266.4 257.2 265.6 -

Heifers

U3 286.6 283.2 276.2 269.1 276.9 270.7
R3 280.3 278.5 267.3 264.9 272.8 259.3
R4 282.2 273.3 267.7 263.2 268.1 259.3
O3 261.7 264.7 256.6 254.1 261.7 242.7

Average 280.3 270.9 264.6 257.2 268.1 -

Young 
Bulls

U3 273.7 261.8 267.1 264.9 266.1 262.8
R3 267.6 254.9 260.6 260.0 262.6 255.0
O3 243.5 236.2 245.0 245.3 252.8 241.7

Average 257.1 245.3 252.7 250.9 259.1 -
Prime Cattle 

Price Reported 7,374 5,776 6,391 3,939 6,015 -

Cows

O3 204.3 215.9 195.2 192.4 210.5 215.4
O4 211.2 217.8 205.1 200.4 215.4 217.4
P2 147.3 177.0 152.6 172.0 160.4 187.5
P3 163.3 200.2 167.6 185.0 189.4 207.5

RReedduucceedd ccaattttllee qquuootteess

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee SSeerrvviiccee

FFaaccttoorryy QQuuootteess && 
MMaarrtt RReessuullttss 

UUppddaatteedd 55ppmm DDaaiillyy
NNeexxtt wweeeekk’’ss qquuootteess

aavvaaiillaabbllee eeaacchh FFrriiddaayy

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33001111

IN the week ending 24 April, NI steer prices fell by about
0.5p/kg while average heifer and young bull prices increased
by 0.5p and 1p/kg respectively.  A similar trend was evident in

Scotland with average steer prices down marginally on the
previous week, while average heifer prices were up slightly.  There
were some slight changes in prices in England, with average
steer prices up by 0.5p/kg in the North and Midlands, while the
average heifer price rose by 1.6p in the Midlands and Wales. 

With sterling rising in value against the euro in the third week of
April, ROI clean cattle prices fell by 1 - 2p/kg compared to the
previous week in sterling terms.  The equivalent prices actually
increased in euro terms with R4 steer and heifer prices up by
1p/kg compared to the previous week. 

ROI & GB Price Comparisons

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee
If you have had a recent
inspection and need help and
advice to rectify any non-
conformances, contact Seamus
on the FQAS helpline:
002288 99226633 33002244

VIA for Beef Carcase 
Classification

PPaarrtt 11.. TThhee ppeerrffoorrmmaannccee ooff tthhee mmaacchhiinnee

DDiidd yyoouu kknnooww??

IItt iiss rreeccoommmmeennddeedd tthhaatt
aadduullttss ccoonnssuummee rreedd
mmeeaatt tthhrreeee ttiimmeess aa

wweeeekk!! 
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it is shown all carcases are now
included in the grid and the total adds
up to 100%.

During the two weeks of the
certification test the carcases graded
by the machine and manually by the
EU jury were also graded as normal by
the LMC graders. As LMC manual
grading is on the 5-point scale, it was
necessary to ‘compress’ the machine
grades into the 5-point scale in order
to be able to compare the machine
grades with the manual grades i.e. R+
R= and R– all combine into R; the
three sub-grades of 4+ 4= and 4–
couldn’t be allocated to the two sub-
grades 4L and 4H so they are all
combined into fat class 4; but
machine grades O+ O= and O– remain
separate as they are equivalent to the
manual grades O+ O and O–. The
comparison of the machine grades
with the LMC manual grades is shown
in Figure 2, for the two weeks of the
certification test, again for steers and
heifers combined.

The manual grades are shown in
green, and the machine grades in red;
the totals of the conformation and fat
grades are shown in the yellow shaded
boxes to the right of and below the
grid.  The effect of the VIA machine on
the conformation grade distribution is

shown in the pink boxes on the right.  

It can be clearly seen that for
conformation the machine graded
fewer Us than man (by 4 percentage
points), more Rs (by 5½ percentage
points), fewer Os (by a total of 7½
percentage points) and more Ps (by 6
percentage points). From these results
it can be assumed that 4 percentage
units of Us have moved down into Rs,
but also that 1½ percentage units of
O+s have moved up into Rs; and other
Os have moved down into Ps. Fatness
was graded basically the same by man
and machine, except for slightly more
2s and slightly fewer 4s by the
machine.

The most likely explanation for the
downward shift in conformation
grades given by the machine is that a
machine cannot give the benefit of
doubt on borderline cases between U
and R, between R and O and between
O and P. With the agreement of
industry LMC manual graders have
been giving the benefit of doubt; for
example if there was doubt about
whether a carcase was a top end R or
a bottom end U, the U grade would
typically have been given by the
manual grader. This will no longer
happen as a machine programmed to
recognise specific grades within a 15-
point scale can only be precise and will

give an R+ grade in this example.
There will therefore be fewer U grades
given by the machine in the future.
DARD has previously estimated that
LMC graders were giving ‘benefit of
doubt’ in approximately 6% of cases,
and this is confirmed by the almost
equivalent reduction by the machine.

However, the important bit for
slaughtering in Northern Ireland is
perhaps not what the grade is, but
what price is paid for what grade, for
example should an R+ and a U– be at
the same price to allow something for
the previous benefit of doubt?
Although the debate within the
industry may therefore focus on price

structures to recover the benefit of
doubt, it could be more appropriate to
devise a new price structure in which
the price differentials between grades
more accurately reflect differences in
meat yield and/or primal yields, which
is what determines the commercial
value of the carcase. 

LMC is preparing various alternative
structures for the industry to consider,
and these will be presented in future
articles. Please come along to the LMC
stand (L3) at Balmoral Show to talk to
us about these matters, and to view a
DVD of VIA grading and how it
operates.

WITH reports of greater availability of spring lambs and
reports of more buyers making the switch from hoggets
to lambs, spring lamb prices were quite firm early this

week, having been under some pressure last week.  In Kilrea,
the Suffolk show and sale generated strong demand and prices
for these show lambs ranged from 493-571p/kg.  Firm prices
were also paid for more commercial type lambs in Kilrea, with
prices ranging from 430-458p/kg.  

LMC does not guarantee the accuracy
or completeness of any third party
information provided in or included
with this publication. LMC hereby
disclaims any responsibility for error,
omission or inaccuracy in the
information, misinterpretation or any
other loss, disappointment,
negligence or damage caused by
reliance on third party information.
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Sheep Prices

LAST week, the factories were quoting 440p/kg for spring
lambs.  However, early this week, while two of the plants
continued to quote 440p/kg, one other plant raised its lamb

quote to 460p/kg, possibly in response to the firmer mart trade
early in the week.  By Wednesday however, all of the plants were
once again quoting 440p/kg for spring lambs.  The factories are
currently quoting 400-410p/kg for hoggets.  

Sheep

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy SShheeeepp PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

NNII HHooggggeett SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

BBeeeeff mmaarrttss ((££//110000kkgg  lliivveewweeiigghhtt)) ((SSeevveenn DDaayyss EEnnddiinngg 0033//0055//1100))
FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee SSttoorree CCaattttllee DDrrooppppeedd CCaallvveess ((££//hheeaadd))

ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo
SStteeeerrss SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss uupp ttoo 440000kkgg CCoonnttiinneennttaall bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 148 171 1st quality 168 218
2nd quality 125 149 2nd quality 145 174 1st quality 200 380
Friesians 106 126 2nd quality 145 248

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss 440000kkgg--550000kkgg
HHeeiiffeerrss 1st quality 170 210 CCoonnttiinneennttaall hheeiiffeerr ccaallvveess
1st quality 150 180 2nd quality 140 169
2nd quality 130 152 1st quality 165 260

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss oovveerr 550000kkgg 2nd quality 75 198
BBeeeeff CCoowwss 1st quality 159 182

2nd quality 135 160 FFrriieessiiaann bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 110 148
2nd quality 88 127 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss uupp ttoo 445500kkgg 1st quality 75 180

1st quality 148 193 2nd quality 35 98
DDaaiirryy CCoowwss 2nd quality 125 162

HHoollsstteeiinn BBuullll CCaallvveess
1st quality 91 110 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss oovveerr 445500kkgg 1 100
2nd quality 48 90 1st quality 160 210

2nd quality 138 168

PPAAIIDD PPRRIICCEESS ((AAvveerraaggee)) PP//KKgg 

WW//EE
1177//0044//22001100

WW//EE
2244//0044//22001100

WW//EE
0011//0055//22001100

NI Liveweight* 396.9p 387.6p 406.3p

NI Deadweight* 447.8p 439.9p 420.0p

GB Deadweight* 446.6p 431.6p 430.5p

VIA for Beef Carcase Classification
PPaarrtt 11.. TThhee ppeerrffoorrmmaannccee ooff tthhee mmaacchhiinnee

THE MARKETS

SSpprriinngg llaammbbss 444400pp//kkgg

LLaammbb QQuuootteess

WW//EE 
2288//0044//1100

WW//EE 
0055//0055//1100

Hoggets 380 - 410p 400 - 410p

Spring Lamb 440p 440p

Continued from previous page

11 22 33 44 55 TToottaallss VVIIAA
EEffffeecctt

EE
UU 11 00 66 55 66 44 1133 99 -- 44

RR 22 33 1144 1166 2200 2222 ½½ 11 3366½½ 4422 ++ 55½½

OO ++ 11 11 88 77 1100 77 ½½ 11 1199½½ 1166 -- 33½½

OO 11 11 77 66 44 44 1122 1111 -- 11

OO –– 11 22 88 66 33 11 1122 99 -- 33
PP 00 11 22 44 55 77 00 11 77  1133 ++ 66

TToottaallss 00 11 88 1111 4488 4477 4433 3399 11 22 110000

FFiigg 22.. CCoommppaarriissoonn ooff LLMMCC mmaannuuaall aanndd VVIIAA mmaacchhiinnee ggrraaddeess 
((%% iinn eeaacchh bbooxx ooff ggrriidd ttoo nneeaarreesstt 11%%))

SSHHEEEEPP MMAARRTT PPRRIICCEESS SSEEVVEENN DDAAYYSS EENNDDEEDD 0044//0055//22001100

HHooggggeettss SSpprriinngg LLaammbb

NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo

Wednesday Ballymena 422 350 409 243 400 510

Enniskillen 130 340 380 85 402 460

Newtownstewart 40 341 364 40 414 427

Thursday Downpatrick 125 320 360 33 400 435

Saturday Swatragh 180 364 392 110 395 429

Monday Crumlin 102 330 368 260 430 464

Kilrea 250 378 413 250 430 458

Tuesday Saintfield 107 300 367 207 390 435

Rathfriland 61 333 377 224 400 452

* Combined Prices for hoggets and spring lambs


