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F payments for beef carcases in the two-week test

perlod had been based on the VIA machine

grades, compressing its 15-point scale into the
current manual 5-point scale, the net effect would
have been an overall average reduction in the
combined steer/heifer price of 1.5p/kg. This doesn’t
sound much, but it equates to £1.5m on a full year’s
kill of steers and heifers. This is therefore the
beginning of a series of articles on the effect of
grading by VIA, which will point towards decisions
that need to be agreed by the industry.

The assessment of Video Image Analysis (VIA)
machines for the classification of beef carcases in
Northern Ireland has begun. One machine has been
installed in a NI meat plant, calibrated against three
licensed graders from the UK, and then tested
against the official standard as represented by a jury
of five licensed experts, two from the UK and three
from other EU Member states, as required by the EC
Regulation for classification.

The regulation specifies that for each carcase, the
median (average) of the results of the members of
the jury is the correct grade of that carcase. The
regulation also specifies that the performance of the
VIA machine has to be assessed by comparing its
grade with the median grade of the jury; and that
the accuracy of the machine will be established by
using a system of points and by comparison with
certain statistically calculated tolerance limits. The
machine met the requirements of the legislation,
and although not officially certified yet, it is expected
that it will be. It is therefore necessary to accept that
the machine is correct, because it corresponds with

VIA for Beef Carcase
Classification

Part 1. The performance of the machine

The machine grades on a 15-point scale, in which
each full grade for conformation (E U R O P) and
fatness (1 2 3 4 5) is split into three sub-grades: an
upper end, a middle and a lower end represented by
+ =and -. The machine results during the two weeks
of the certification test, for steers and heifers
combined (a total of 1340 carcases), are shown in

Figure 1.

The + = and - sub-grades for each of fat grades 1,
2 and 5 and conformation grade P have been
combined because if each sub-grade had been
shown rounded to the nearest 1% in each box the
majority of these boxes would have had O in them. As

Fig 1. VIA Machine Grades on 15-point scale

(% in each box of grid to nearest 1%, total =

100%)

(The blue shaded boxes were the only boxes that carcases graded into)
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Totals 0 1 811 48 47 4339 1 2 100

Finished Cattle Store Cattle Dropped Calves (£/head)
from to from to from to
Steers Store bullocks up to 400kg Continental bull calves
1st quality 148 171 1st quality 168 218
2nd quality 125 149 2nd quality 145 174 1st quality 200 380
Friesians 106 126 2nd quality 145 248
Store bullocks 400kg-500kg
Heifers 1st quality 170 210 Continental heifer calves
1st quality 150 180 2nd quality 140 169
2nd quality 130 152 1st quality 165 260
Store bullocks over 500kg 2nd quality 75 198
Beef Cows 1st quality 159 182
2nd quality 135 160 Friesian bull calves
1st quality 110 148
2nd quality 88 127 Store heifers up to 450kg 1st quality 75 180
1st quality 148 193 2nd quality 35 98
Dairy Cows 2nd quality 125 162
Holstein Bull Calves
1st quality 91 110 Store heifers over 450kg 1 100
2nd quality 48 90 1st quality 160 210
2nd quality 138 168
NI Hogget Slaughterings (‘000 head per week) Spring lambs 440p/kg
15y - I A o (R 1] LAST week, the factories were quoting 440p/kg for spring
lambs. However, early this week, while two of the plants
- s . continued to quote 440p/kg, one other plant raised its lamb
13 g L i quote to 460p/kg, possibly in response to the firmer mart trade

] early in the week. By Wednesday however, all of the plants were
; once again quoting 440p/kg for spring lambs. The factories are

# = F‘fiﬁ';..;:n“ﬁ ~ ' currently quoting 400-410p/ kg for hoggets.
2
oDJ F M & B J 1 & 5 O M D NI Average Weekly Sheep Price (p/kg CW)
. 420 00
This week$ marts . , 0m
ITH reports of greater availability of spring lambs and 210 L A0
reports of more buyers making the switch from hoggets ! ;
to lambs, spring lamb prices were quite firm early this 0o :
week, having been under some pressure last week. In Kilrea, &0 4 ; ’ T T
the Suffolk show and sale generated strong demand and prices _—
for these show lambs ranged from 493-571p/kg. Firm prices -
were also paid for more commercial type lambs in Kilrea, with 190

prices ranging from 430-458p/kg.
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Sheep Prices

Lamb Quotes

W/E W/E
28/04/10 05/05/10
Hoggets 380 -410p 400 - 410p
Spring Lamb 440p 440p
PAID PRICES (Average) P/Kg
W/E W/E W/E
17/04/2010 24/04/2010 01/05/2010
NI Liveweight* 396.9p 387.6p 406.3p
NI Deadweight* 447.8p 439.9p 420.0p
GB Deadweight* 446.6p 431.6p 430.5p

* Combined Prices for hoggets and spring lambs
s s o o oo
Hoggets Spring Lamb
No. From To No. From To
Wednesday Ballymena 422 350 409 | 243 400 510
Enniskillen 130 340 380 | 85 402 460
Newtownstewart 40 341 364 | 40 414 427

Thursday Downpatrick 125 320 360 | 33 400 435

Saturday Swatragh 180 364 392 |110 395 429
Monday Crumlin 102 330 368 |260 430 464

Kilrea 250 378 413 | 250 430 458
Tuesday Saintfield 107 300 367 | 207 390 435

Rathfriland 61 333 377 | 224 400 452




