
IN the first quarter of 2010, the number of cattle
slaughtered in the NI meat plants was
approximately 117,000 head; over 7,500 head

more than in the same period last year.  Given the
ongoing reduction in beef cow numbers over the last
year, coupled with the ongoing decline in calf births,
this may come as a surprise to producers.  This
increased kill is mainly a consequence of a 56%
increase in the young bull kill, and reflects
developments in the trade of cattle to and from ROI,
GB and Europe over the last few years.

One of the standout figures from Table 1 below is
the 56 per cent increase in the throughput of young
bulls in the NI plants this quarter compared to last
quarter.  The young bull kill now represents almost
19% of the prime cattle kill, six percentage points
higher than the equivalent figure for last year.  The

increase in the young bull kill is a reflection of the
reduced volume of exports of dairy bull calves to the
European mainland in the last two years.  Back in
2007, this represented a very significant trade (over
30,000 head).  In 2009, around 7,000 head were
exported to Europe.  With fewer of these calves
exported in 2008/09, there is a greater proportion
of dairy calves available for rearing and slaughter in
NI and this is reflected in the throughput figures. 

The other standout figure from Figure 1 below is the
232% increase in the mature bull kill.  If this
represented a liquidation of the breeding bull herd it
would be very alarming.  However, the increase

probably represents an increase in the number of
young bulls that are being fed beyond 24 months
(the official EU category for young bulls is under 24
months).  This in itself is a concern.  It is well
established that the meat from older bulls is more
likely to be dark, firm and dry (one reason for the
under 16 month specification on young bulls) and
as a region that prides itself in producing top quality
beef, this is something that the NI beef industry
should probably be moving away from.

In the last six months, it is notable that the number
of calves shipped to the continent has been on the
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Cattle

NNII CClleeaann CCaattttllee SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy CClleeaann CCaattttllee PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

2007/2008 prices adjusted to provide a like-for-like comparison with
prices calculated under the new UK Dressing Specification. 

CCaattttllee QQuuootteess
LLaasstt WWeeeekk
3311//0033//1100

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
0077//0044//1100

U3 268p - 270p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

268p - 272p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

R3 262p - 264p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

262p - 266p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

O+3 256p - 258p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

256p - 260p
+ 8p bonus for in spec

Cows 205 - 214p 205 - 216p

PPrriicceess ((SStteeeerrss aanndd hheeiiffeerrss ccoommbbiinneedd))

WW//EE 
2200//0033//1100

WW//EE 
2277//0033//1100

WW//EE 
0033//0044//1100

U3 272.2p 273.5p 274.4p

R3 266.8p 269.3p 270.5p

O+3 262.0p 262.9p 265.1p

THE MARKETS

PPrriicceess aarree pprroovviissiioonnaall aanndd ssuubbjjeecctt ttoo cchhaannggee..  SSeeee nnoottee bbeellooww.. 
The NI Cattle Prices Table has been amended to include more detail with prices for a
wider range of grades provided.  If you need further information on prices contact the
LMC Technical Department on 028 9263 3000.

UK & ROI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 27/03/2010)

Scotland 
Northern 
England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England 

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers

U3 287.6 280.7 280.7 272.6 271.0 267.4
R3 282.6 278.5 270.9 266.1 268.3 258.2
R4 285.7 284.2 271.7 263.4 264.2 257.4
O3 266.6 270.8 254.7 251.7 256.5 242.5

Average 283.7 278.4 267.5 257.5 261.8 -

Heifers

U3 288.8 285.4 278.0 275.3 276.0 276.0
R3 281.5 277.1 269.3 266.2 270.3 265.0
R4 284.1 277.3 269.7 265.1 265.3 264.6
O3 265.5 262.1 255.1 255.6 259.3 247.8

Average 281.9 273.0 266.3 259.6 263.5 -

Young 
Bulls

U3 276.8 268.0 270.7 273.1 265.1 266.0
R3 269.2 261.4 261.7 261.1 260.6 258.7
O3 248.8 243.3 247.3 248.5 248.0 246.0

Average 258.3 251.6 251.3 253.7 252.7 -
Prime Cattle 

Price Reported 7,248 5,770 6,019 3,881 6,281 -

Cows

O3 199.1 217.8 193.4 194.5 205.6 214.5
O4 205.9 217.2 206.1 195.9 208.2 216.6
P2 146.8 178.9 165.6 168.2 154.2 187.1
P3 162.8 197.5 181.9 175.4 187.1 207.9

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee SSeerrvviiccee

FFaaccttoorryy QQuuootteess && 
MMaarrtt RReessuullttss 

UUppddaatteedd 55ppmm DDaaiillyy
NNeexxtt wweeeekk’’ss qquuootteess

aavvaaiillaabbllee eeaacchh FFrriiddaayy

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33001111

OVER recent weeks, the bulletin has reported the gradual
reduction of prices in GB in general.  In the last week of
March, prices continued to ease back in Scotland, while

prices improved slightly in England.  

The average Scottish steer price fell by 1.7p/kg, while the average
heifer price was down by nearly 3p/kg.  ROI farmgate prices
increased generally in the last week of March.  The U3 heifer price
increased by 2.7cents/kg and the R3, R4 and O3 steer prices all
increased by 1 to 2c/kg.  

With the pound making gains against the euro at the end of March,
these increases were more subdued in sterling terms, with the U3
heifer price only increasing by 1.7p/kg on the previous week. 

Scottish prices continue to ease back

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee
If you have had a recent
inspection and need help and
advice to rectify any non-
conformances, contact Seamus
on the FQAS helpline:
002288 99226633 33002244

Increased cattle slaughterings 
in first quarter

DDiidd yyoouu kknnooww??

TThhee PPrrootteeiinn iinn bbeeeeff aanndd
llaammbb ccoonnttaaiinnss aallll ooff tthhee

eesssseennttiiaall aammiinnoo aacciiddss tthhee
hhuummaann bbooddyy ccaann’’tt mmaakkee oonn

iittss oowwnn!!

FFoorr mmoorree iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn 
lloogg oonn ttoo wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

11sstt QQuuaarrtteerr YYeeaarr ttoo DDaattee

(13 weeks ended 27/03/10) (52 weeks ended 27/03/10)
2009 2010 % Change Apr 08 - Mar 09 Apr 09 - Mar 10 % Change

CCAATTTTLLEE
Steers 40,672 40,984 1% 175,610 172,344 -2%
Heifers 37,312 36,042 -3% 134,049 133,443 0%
Young Bulls 11,445 17,861 56% 42,008 60,808 45%
Cows 19,140 19,796 3% 78,893 86,616 10%
Mature Bulls 658 2,182 232% 3,540 7,510 112%
Calves 98 70 -29% 769 419 -46%
TToottaall CCaattttllee 110099,,332255 111166,,993355 77%% 443344,,886699 446611,,114400 66%%
SSHHEEEEPP
Lambs & Hoggets 112,286 78,410 -30% 577,332 478,532 -17%
Ewes & Rams 14,001 13,832 -1% 66,776 69,806 5%
TToottaall SShheeeepp 112266,,228877 9922,,224422 --2277%% 664444,,110088 554488,,333388 --1155%%

The above figures are provisional; any amendments will be incorporated in the cumulative data (source DARD).

TTaabbllee 11.. CCaattttllee aanndd SShheeeepp SSllaauugghhtteerriinngg ffoorr tthhee FFooooddcchhaaiinn
Continued on next page
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FFiigguurree 11.. FFiirrsstt QQuuaarrtteerr CClleeaann CCaattttllee aanndd SShheeeepp
SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss,, 22000044--22001100

U3 quotes rise to 272p/kg 

THIS week some factories have increased their base
quotes to 272p/kg for U3 steers and heifers.  Several
plants are quoting 270p/kg and one plant is continuing

to quote 268p/kg.  This means that with the 8p/kg bonus,
quotes for in-spec U3 steers and heifers now range from 276-
280p/kg.  Quotes for cows have also increased this week at
the top end, with 205-216p/kg being paid.  

NNOOTTEE::  The prices in the tables above are based on factories’
price reports. Due to the Easter holidays only five factories
had reported prices before going to press.  Therefore these
prices are provisional and subject to change. 

NI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 03/04/2010) (Provisional)
Steers Heifers Young Bulls Cows

U2 269.6 274.2 265.4 -
U3 271.7 277.0 265.0 223.3
U4L 268.3 270.0 260.3 221.7
R2 264.8 265.8 259.5 194.8
R3 269.4 271.5 260.6 226.7
R4L 268.2 268.2 254.6 221.7
O+2 257.3 250.2 252.6 211.8
O+3 265.7 264.4 254.9 216.7
O+4L 264.2 262.9 262.0 221.3

O3 252.7 250.2 250.1 209.7
O4L 249.8 248.3 - 211.1
P+2 - - - 166.6
P+3 - - - 191.8

Average 265.3 267.0 258.2 194.5





DUE to the Easter holidays there were no sales on Monday
in Kilrea or Crumlin.  However, there were over 500
hoggets through the ring in Saintfield on Tuesday, with

prices ranging from 370-415p/kg.  This was slightly higher at
the top end compared to last week when prices ranged from
369-408p/kg.  There were strong numbers of spring lambs
through the rings in Gortin and Lisahally this week with high
prices reported in Gortin.  In Saintfield, spring lambs were sold
from 483-528p/kg.  This price range was narrower than last
week, when 476-559p/kg was paid. 

LMC does not guarantee the accuracy
or completeness of any third party
information provided in or included
with this publication. LMC hereby
disclaims any responsibility for error,
omission or inaccuracy in the
information, misinterpretation or any
other loss, disappointment,
negligence or damage caused by
reliance on third party information.

NNoott ffoorr ffuurrtthheerr ppuubblliiccaattiioonn oorr
ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn wwiitthhoouutt pprriioorr ppeerrmmiissssiioonn

ffrroomm  LLMMCC

CCoonnttaacctt uuss:: 

WWeebbssiittee:: wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

TTeelleepphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33000000

FFaaxx:: 002288 99226633 33000011

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee:: 002288 99226633 33002244

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33001111

CCllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn QQuueerriieess:: 002288 99226633 33001122

TThhiiss wweeeekk ’’ss mmaarrttss

TTeexxtt SSeerrvviiccee
FFrreeee PPrriiccee QQuuootteess sseenntt 
ttoo yyoouurr mmoobbiillee pphhoonnee 

ttwwiiccee wweeeekkllyy
EEmmaaiill -- bbuulllleettiinn@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm 

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33002200

Sheep Prices

THIS Wednesday, the factories were quoting similar prices to
last week for lambs and hoggets.  Most of the plants are
quoting 430p/kg for hoggets, with one plant quoting

410p/kg.  At this lower price, it would have to be assumed that the
plant in question is only interested in buying a small number of
hoggets.  All but one of the major sheep processing plants are
quoting 530p/kg for spring lambs, with the other plant not
quoting for spring lambs this week. 

Sheep

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy SShheeeepp PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

NNII HHooggggeett SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

BBeeeeff mmaarrttss ((££//110000kkgg  lliivveewweeiigghhtt)) ((SSeevveenn DDaayyss EEnnddiinngg 0022//0044//1100))
FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee SSttoorree CCaattttllee DDrrooppppeedd CCaallvveess ((££//hheeaadd))

ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo
SStteeeerrss SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss uupp ttoo 440000kkgg CCoonnttiinneennttaall bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 149 190 1st quality 170 206
2nd quality 132 148 2nd quality 150 169 1st quality 232 325
Friesians 120 125 2nd quality 170 230

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss 440000kkgg--550000kkgg
HHeeiiffeerrss 1st quality 160 186 CCoonnttiinneennttaall hheeiiffeerr ccaallvveess
1st quality 153 170 2nd quality 140 159
2nd quality 140 152 1st quality 200 296

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss oovveerr 550000kkgg 2nd quality 145 198
BBeeeeff CCoowwss 1st quality 150 168

2nd quality 135 149 FFrriieessiiaann bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 114 153
2nd quality 100 113 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss uupp ttoo 445500kkgg 1st quality 140 265

1st quality 152 189 2nd quality 70 138
DDaaiirryy CCoowwss 2nd quality 135 151

HHoollsstteeiinn BBuullll CCaallvveess
1st quality 94 109 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss oovveerr 445500kkgg 2 160
2nd quality 72 92 1st quality 157 187

2nd quality 137 156

First Quarter Classification
Statistics for Prime Cattle

THE MARKETS

FFaaccttoorryy qquuootteess rreemmaaiinn ffiirrmm

LLaammbb QQuuootteess

WW//EE 
3311//0033//1100

WW//EE 
0077//0044//1100

Hoggets 410 - 430p 410 - 430p

Spring Lamb 510 - 530p 530p

increase and with this being the case, it is possible
that the throughput of young bulls / mature bulls will
peak in 2010.  

Steer and heifer slaughterings appear to have
stagnated in the last quarter.  Heifer slaughterings
were down three per cent in the last quarter (down
1,300 head), while the steer kill only increased
slightly (up 300 head).  It appears that the reduction
in the domestic beef herd has been offset by greater
net imports of stores and finished cattle from ROI. 

SShhaarrpp ddeecclliinnee iinn sshheeeepp kkiillll iinn ffiirrsstt qquuaarrtteerr
While overall cattle throughput is up in the first
quarter compared to last year, sheep throughput is
down markedly.  The total lamb and hogget kill was
down by 30 per cent in the first quarter.  This was
due mainly to a significant reduction in the number
of breeding ewes.  However, as was reported in last
week’s bulletin, a greater proportion of lambs
produced in NI are being exported to ROI.  

The number of ewes and rams slaughtered in NI in
the first quarter is similar to last year.  This means
that as a proportion of total slaughterings, breeding
sheep slaughterings are on the increase.  In Q1
2009, breeding sheep slaughterings accounted for
11 per cent of slaughterings.  In the first three
months of this year, breeding sheep accounted for
14.5 per cent of the sheep kill.  With indications that
the number of cull ewes being exported to GB has
increased in the first quarter, there has to be
concerns about our capacity to produce sheepmeat.
On the bright side however, tight supplies in the lamb
flock should mean continued upward price pressure
at the farmgate.

Increased cattle
slaughterings in Q1 2010

THE classification statistics for the first quarter
of 2010 show that almost 24 per cent of price
reported cattle were a U grade with 15 per

cent falling into the U3 grade.  Over 41 per cent
were R grades with nearly 24 per cent killing out at
R3.  
At the end of October 2009, the factories

introduced a new payment system where by
bonuses were paid on E3, E4L, U3, U4L, R3, R4L
and O+3 cattle that met additional criteria on, age,
weight, country of origin and number of
movements.  In the first quarter of the year, 67 per
cent of cattle killed out in these “in specification”
grades.  

Continued from previous page

This table is based on price reported cattle for the 13 weeks ended 27 March 2010. 

Fat Class

Conformation 1 2 3 4L 4H 5 
Total

(Across
Conformation)

E 0.0% 0.3% 0.6% 0.1% 0.0% 0.0% 1.0%

U 0.1% 2.4% 15.2% 5.3% 0.8% 0.1% 23.8%

R 0.1% 2.0% 23.7% 11.9% 3.1% 0.4% 41.2%

O+ 0.0% 1.1% 10.8% 4.1% 1.3% 0.2% 17.4%

O 0.1% 1.5% 5.3% 1.1% 0.3% 0.0% 8.3%

O- 0.1% 1.8% 3.3% 0.3% 0.1% 0.0% 5.6%

P 0.3% 1.1% 1.1% 0.1% 0.0% 0.0% 2.6%

Total
(Across Fat 

Class)
0.7% 10.1% 59.9% 22.9% 5.6% 0.8% 100.0%

SSHHEEEEPP MMAARRTT PPRRIICCEESS SSEEVVEENN DDAAYYSS EENNDDEEDD 0066//0044//22001100

HHooggggeettss SSpprriinngg LLaammbb

NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo

Wednesday Enniskillen 230 373 405 10 507 507

Markethill 400 370 438 - 480 525

Thursday Downpatrick 175 365 410 -

Saturday Omagh 102 378 387 20 497 515

Monday Gortin 390 415 460 170 520 600

Tuesday Saintfield 530 370 415 40 483 528

Lisahally 165 420 450 275 530 570

PPAAIIDD PPRRIICCEESS ((AAvveerraaggee)) PP//KKgg 

WW//EE
2200//0033//22001100

WW//EE
2277//0033//22001100

WW//EE
0033//0044//22001100

NI Liveweight 382.7p 392.6p* 404.1p*

NI Deadweight 424.3p 433.1p* 429.2p*

GB Deadweight 410.1p 413.2p 415.0p
* Combined Prices for hoggets and spring lambs
All other prices hoggets only.


