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N the first quarter of 2010, the number of cattle

slaughtered in the NImeat plants was

approximately 117,000 head; over 7,500 head
more than in the same period last year. Given the
ongoing reduction in beef cow numbers over the last
year, coupled with the ongoing decline in calf births,
this may come as a surprise to producers. This
increased Kill is mainly a consequence of a 56%
increase in the young bull Kill, and reflects
developments in the trade of cattle to and from RO,
GB and Europe over the last few years.

One of the standout figures from Table 1 below is
the 56 per cent increase in the throughput of young
bulls in the NI plants this quarter compared to last
quarter. The young bull Kill now represents almost
19% of the prime cattle Kill, six percentage points
higher than the equivalent figure for last year. The

Figure 1. First Quarter Clean Cattle and Sheep
Slaughterings, 2004-2010
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increase in the young bull kill is a reflection of the
reduced volume of exports of dairy bull calves to the
European mainland in the last two years. Back in
2007, this represented a very significant trade (over
30,000 head). In 2009, around 7,000 head were
exported to Europe. With fewer of these calves
exported in 2008/09, there is a greater proportion
of dairy calves available for rearing and slaughter in
NI and this is reflected in the throughput figures.

The other standout figure from Figure 1 below is the
232% increase in the mature bull kill. If this
represented a liquidation of the breeding bull herd it
would be very alarming. However, the increase

probably represents an increase in the number of
young bulls that are being fed beyond 24 months
(the official EU category for young bulls is under 24
months). This in itself is a concern. It is well
established that the meat from older bulls is more
likely to be dark, firm and dry (one reason for the
under 16 month specification on young bulls) and
as a region that prides itself in producing top quality
beef, this is something that the NI beef industry
should probably be moving away from.

In the last six months, it is notable that the number

of calves shipped to the continent has been on the
Continued on next page

Table 1. Cattle and Sheep Slaughtering for the Foodchain

1st Quarter Year to Date
13 weeks ended 27/03/10 52 weeks ended 27/03/10
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lamb gontal.ns all gf the 120 Py - . .
essential amino acids the Steers 40,672 40,984 1% 175,610 172,344 2%
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a4 10 w0 1010 Total Sheep 126,287 92,242 27% 644,108 548,338 -15%
The above figures are provisional; any amendments will be incorporated in the cumulative data (source DARD).







‘ At the end of October 2009, the factories grades. ‘

| Beef marts (£/100kg liveweight) (Seven Days Ending 02/04/10) | Sheep Prices
Finished Cattle Store Cattle Dropped Calves (£/head)
from to from to from to
Steers Store bullocks up to 400kg Continental bull calves Lamb Quotes
1st quality 149 190 1st quality 170 206
2nd quality 132 148  2nd quality 150 169  1st quality 232 325 W/E W/E
Friesians 120 125 2nd quality 170 230 31/03/10 07/04/10
Store bullocks 400kg-500kg
Heifers 1st quality 160 186 Continental heifer calves Hoggets 410-430p 410-430p
1st quality 153 170 2nd quality 140 159 Spring Lamb 510 - 530p 530p
2nd quality 140 152 1st quality 200 296
Store bullocks over 500kg 2nd quality 145 198
Besf Cows 1t qualiy 150 168
2nd quality 135 149 Friesian bull calves
1st quality 114 153 W/E W/E W/E
ond quality 100 113 Store heifers up to 450kg 1st quality 140 265 20/03/2010 27/03/2010 03/04/2010
1st quality 152 189 2nd quality 70 138 NI Liveweight 382.7p 392.6p* 404.1p*
Dairy Cows 2nd quality 135 151 Holstein Bull Calves NI Deadweight 424.3p 4331p*  429.2p*
1st quality 94 109 Store heifers over 450kg 2 160 GB Deadweight 410.1p 413.2p 415.0p
2nd quality 72 92 1st quality 157 187 * Combined Prices for hoggets and spring lambs
2nd quality 137 156 All other prices hoggets only.
Shos__
NI Hogget Slaughterings (‘000 head per week) Factory guotes remain firm Hoggets Spring Lamb
& - IDE g o HIS Wednesday, the factories were quoting similar prices to
Tlast week for lambs and hoggets. Most of the plants are No. From To No. From To
- e quoting 430p/kg for hoggets, with one plant quoting
R i 410p/kg. Atthis lower price, it would have to be assumed that the o
R 5 =1 plantin question is only interested in buying a small number of Wednesday ~Enniskillen 230 373 = 405 10 507 507
-;-- o ! hoggets. All but one of the major sheep processing plants are
4 | quot_ing 530p(kg for sprir_1g lambs, with the other plant not Markethill 400 370 438 _ 480 525
quoting for spring lambs this week.
0D J F K & M 0 1 & = o M 0D .
NI Average Weekly Sheep Price (p/kg CW) Thursday = Downpatrick 175 365 410
This week$ marts - 2008
D UE to the Easter holidays there were no sales on Monday =g , 200 Saturday Omagh 102 | 378 | 387 | 20 | 497 | 515
in Kilrea or Crumlin. However, there were over 500 R s 71 1]
hoggets through the ring in Saintfield on Tuesday, with 0 1 Monday Gortin 390 415 460 170 520 600
prices ranging from 370-415p/kg. This was slightly higher at 200 : -
the top end compared to last week when prices ranged from ] L
369-408p/kg. There were strong numbers of spring lambs Tuesday |  Saintfield 530 | 370 [ 415 | 40 | 483 | 528
through the rings in Gortin and Lisahally this week with high g |
prices reported in Gortin. In Saintfield, spring lambs were sold = Lisahally 165 420 450 275 530 570
from 483-528p/kg. This price range was narrower than last D J F M O M J J 0 2 0 M O
week, when 476-559p/kg was paid.




