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LAST week there was a slight increase in reported
cattle prices, however towards the end of the week
quotes came under some pressure as factories

looked ahead to buying cattle for this week.  By Friday
the U3 quote was down to 270-274p/kg and this
remained the case by Wednesday of this week. 

Last week there was a significant increase in
slaughterings with the total cattle kill up nearly 20 per
cent.  There was an increase in steer slaughterings of
nearly 800 head and this was a factor in driving the U3
steer price down by a penny last week to under
277p/kg.  In contrast heifer prices rose by a penny.
Having come under some pressure in recent weeks,
cow prices recovered last week to 215p/kg, an increase
of 3p/kg on the previous week’s price. 

Cattle imports from ROI continue to increase.  Last
week nearly 1,000 head were imported, an increase of
around 400 head from the previous week.  This
represents around 10 per cent of the total cattle kill last
week. 

In the week ending 26/06/09 cattle prices fell across much of
England and Wales, but held up well in Scotland and NI.  In
Scotland the average U3 steer price continues to top 300p/kg,

at least 10p/kg higher than each of the other regions in the
British Isles.  Steer prices in ROI remain a lot more competitive
than prices in NI, and this may encourage NI processors to import

for direct slaughter.  However, the gap between NI and ROI heifer
prices is less pronounced.  Cow prices remain highest in
Northern England and Scotland with O3 cows getting almost
237p/kg. In Scotland the O4 cow price jumped by six pence to
over 242p/kg in the week before last. 

RoI and GB price comparisons

Diary dates

Comments:
bulletin@lmcni.com

FFQQAASS LLiiaaiissoonn OOffffiicceerr – not sure
what you need for your inspection?

Had an inspection and you’re not
sure how to deal with the action
points?

There will be no FQAS Clinics next
week, but they will resume the
following week:

DDaayy WWeeeekk CCoommmmeenncciinngg
2200//0077//0099

Tuesday Ballymena

Wednesday Saintfield

Friday Draperstown

NNootteess 
(i) Prices are p/kg Sterling;ROI prices converted at 1 Euro=  85.20p Stg. 
(ii) ROI prices are exclusive of 5.2% VAT. 
(iii) “4” includes 4L/4H; “O” includes O+/O/O-. “U” includes U+/U/U-:“P” includes
P+/P/P-
(iv) Prices are the total price paid inclusive of bonuses and top-ups.  
(v) Sources: AHDB, LMC & Irish Dept of Agriculture.
(vi) Approximately 79% of NI and 60% of GB prime cattle are price reported.  
(vii) The average price displayed is the average price across all grades of cattle.
(viii) Shaded areas indicate a reduction on the price reported in the previous Bulletin.
For ROI, the shading applies to the original price quoted in Euros.
(ix) All prices are based on the UK Dressing Specification. ROI prices have
been converted using the appropriate coefficients. 

Cattle

NNII CClleeaann CCaattttllee SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy CClleeaann CCaattttllee PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))
THE MARKETS

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee SSeerrvviiccee

FFaaccttoorryy QQuuootteess && 
MMaarrtt RReessuullttss 

UUppddaatteedd 55ppmm DDaaiillyy

NNeexxtt wweeeekk’’ss qquuootteess
aavvaaiillaabbllee eeaacchh FFrriiddaayy

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33001111

ON Monday several members of LMC staff
attended the highly successful NSA NI Sheep
Event in Ballymena and met with a wide range

of industry stakeholders.  With lamb prices coming
under some pressure in recent weeks, LMC heard
many producers express concern about falling prices.

RReelluuccttaannccee ttoo qquuoottee aahheeaadd
In the last few weeks, the lamb market has been
characterised by falling prices, cautious procurement
by the factories and uncertainty among producers.
Producers are currently questioning the role of factory
quotes in these market developments.  

In recent weeks, lamb processors have been reluctant
to quote ahead meaning that factory quotes are only
valid for a day or two at most.  Factories are
particularly reluctant to provide quotes on a Friday for
the following week, preferring instead to wait until
they see how prices develop in the weekend marts.  

VVaarriiaabbllee qquuootteess
On Friday 26 June for example, only two factories
provided a lamb quote for the following Monday.  The
higher of the two quotes was 315p/kg and was valid
for Monday only.  The other factory quoted 280p/kg.
By mid-week, factories were actually quoting 310-
320p/kg for lamb and the reported deadweight lamb
price for the week was actually 318p/kg.  In hindsight,
the quote of 280p/kg on Friday 26 June turned out to
be unrealistic in relation to the price that had to be
paid in the following week.  The quote was more akin
to an “opening bid” from processors aspiring to
procure lamb at the lowest possible price in the
following week.  In our regular weekend broadcast on
BBC’s Farmgate, LMC emphasised this and the fact
that better prices would be available.  However, in this

environment, the onus is very much on producers to
negotiate strongly and not settle for the opening bid.  

GGoooodd ggrroouunnddss ffoorr nneeggoottiiaattiioonn 
While producers accept that there is an element of
seasonal pressure on prices as more lambs finish off
grass, they would be entitled to challenge any attempt
to use previous trends to justify sharp reductions in
lamb quotes since like-for-like comparisons cannot be
made with previous years.   In 2009 to date, for
example, there has been a significant reduction in the
number of sheep available to NI processors.  There
are fewer lambs about due to the decline in the ewe
flock, the exchange rate has favoured increased live
exports to ROI and the factories have voluntarily
stopped importing lamb from GB as a bluetounge
precaution.  The lamb kill for the first six months of
the year is over 21,000 lower than in 2008, down
eight per cent.  This should drive stronger prices in
2009.   

The exchange rate can be cited as a key factor in
helping to underpin prices this summer.  The
influence of the weak pound was central to driving
prices up in early 2009.   Although sterling has risen
in value in the last three months, the trading
advantage provided by the weaker value of sterling
still remains.  In June 2009 the pound was worth
around €1.16 on average, around 10c less than its
value last July when it was worth €1.26.   This means
that if all other factors remained unchanged, NI lamb
processors should be in a stronger competitive
position than they were in 2008.  With sterling

currently stable at around €1.16, this should help
sustain increased demand from GB and Europe and
thus support stronger lamb prices.    

Falling demand for lamb has also been cited a reason
for falling farmgate prices.  This is valid to a certain
extent.  The volume of lamb sold in GB has fallen by
around seven per cent in the first six months of 2009,
compared to the same period in 2008.  However, it
needs to be emphasised that the average price per
kilo of lamb has increased by 10 per cent over the
same period, meaning that total consumer
expenditure on lamb is unchanged.   

QQuuootteess rreedduucceedd iinn aannttiicciippaattiioonn ooff hhiigghheerr kkiillll
The points above demonstrate that producers have
grounds for expecting higher prices than last year.
However, it is clear that if farmers want to achieve
these prices they need to be prepared to negotiate
collectively and individually.  This is particularly
important this week as the weekly kill will be one of
the highest in 2009 and with the exception of the
Twelfth week it is likely that the weekly kill will remain
higher right through to the backend.  It is in this
context that the reduction in factory quotes needs to
be analysed.  With around 60 per cent of the annual
lamb kill bought in the second half of the year
factories will be keen to ensure that they buy these
lambs at the most competitive price and it is in
anticipation of this higher kill that quotes are being
reduced.  Producers should therefore be conscious
that the price they settle for now will determine the
price they receive through the remainder of the year. 

Making sense of lamb quotes in an
uncertain market

UK & ROI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 26/06/2009)

Scotland Northern 
England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England 

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers

U3 301.7 290.2 291.7 287.2 278.0 267.8
R3 296.9 285.8 282.0 279.6 272.1 262.0
R4 298.4 288.7 280.3 280.7 269.1 261.7
O3 281.4 275.4 267.5 266.9 263.9 252.4

Average 296.5 283.8 277.4 273.1 269.8 -

Heifers

U3 302.1 289.7 293.5 286.8 276.9 271.8
R3 294.7 290.5 279.2 278.6 271.8 265.5
R4 297.2 284.0 279.9 278.8 267.4 265.3
O3 278.5 281.9 266.4 267.0 263.2 255.3

Average 294.4 282.6 274.1 273.6 268.2 -

Young 
Bulls

U3 291.9 281.9 283.3 287.7 276.2 271.6
R3 286.3 275.9 275.7 275.7 267.7 267.0
O3 267.1 263.0 260.7 263.8 258.3 254.2

Average 283.2 270.8 272.7 271.2 269.8 -

Prime Cattle 
Price Reported 6,693 5,662 4,241 4,083 5,232 -

Cows

O3 237.3 237.7 225.7 208.2 222.8 220.8
O4 242.2 237.8 230.5 211.1 227.3 221.6
P2 170.6 186.7 193.8 180.0 178.4 196.3
P3 192.5 218.7 209.2 191.3 207.3 216.0

Over 278p/kg paid for
heifers last week

NNII CCAATTTTLLEE PPRRIICCEESS ((WW//EE 0033//0077//22000099))
Steers Heifers Young Bulls Cows

U3 276.6 278.5 275.7 -
U4 272.0 274.2 - -
R3 271.7 271.4 269.8 -
R4 269.2 267.9 - -
O3 261.4 263.7 258.3 224.7
O4 261.5 260.1 - 228.1
P2 - - 183.4
P3 - - 209.0

Average 270.1 269.1 269.6 215.3

2007/2008 prices adjusted to provide a like-for-like comparison with prices
calculated under the new UK Dressing Specification. 

CCaattttllee QQuuootteess
Last Week

W/E 03/07/09
This Week

W/E 10/07/09

U3 274-276p 270-272
R3 268-270p 264-266

O+3 262-264p 258-260
Cows 220-234p 215-226

PPrriicceess ((SStteeeerrss aanndd hheeiiffeerrss ccoommbbiinneedd))

WW//EE
1199//0066//0099

WW//EE 
2266//0066//0099

WW//EE 
0033//0077//0099

U3 276.7p 277.5p 277.6p

R3 271.4p 272.0p 271.6p

O+3 261.1p 263.6p 262.6p





THE MARKETS

LMC does not guarantee the accuracy
or completeness of any third party
information provided in or included
with this publication. LMC hereby
disclaims any responsibility for error,
omission or inaccuracy in the
information, misinterpretation or any
other loss, disappointment,
negligence or damage caused by
reliance on third party information

NNoott ffoorr ffuurrtthheerr ppuubblliiccaattiioonn oorr
ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn wwiitthhoouutt pprriioorr ppeerrmmiissssiioonn

ffrroomm LLMMCC

CCoonnttaacctt uuss:: 

WWeebbssiittee:: wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

TTeelleepphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33000000

FFaaxx:: 002288 99226633 33000011

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee:: 002288 99226633 33002244

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33001111

CCllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn QQuueerriieess:: 002288 99226633 33001122

NUMBERS through the rings are well up on previous weeks
and this has led to pressure on prices.  Over 1,400 lambs
were sold in Crumlin on Monday, up from 800 the

previous week.  In Donemana the number of lambs through
the ring more than doubled from 498 last week to 1,286 this
week.  Prices in Crumlin were well down, from 280-327 last
week, to 270-305 this week. 

TThhiiss wweeeekk ’’ss mmaarrttss

TTeexxtt SSeerrvviiccee
FFrreeee PPrriiccee QQuuootteess sseenntt 
ttoo yyoouurr mmoobbiillee pphhoonnee 

eeaacchh wweeeekk 
EEmmaaiill -- bbuulllleettiinn@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm 

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33002200

Sheep Prices

THIS week factory quotes have settled between 290-
300p/kg  as the seasonal pressure on lamb prices
continued.  Last week’s reported price was around

318p/kg, down from 328p/kg the previous week.  There was a
20 per cent increase in numbers presented for slaughter last
week.  This meant that last week was the second biggest weekly
kill of 2009 to date.  However, despite this, the weekly kill was
lower than the corresponding week last year when 2,500 more
lambs were slaughtered.  The gap between NI and GB prices
narrowed again last week and is now around six pence per kilo. 

Sheep

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy SShheeeepp PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

NNII SShheeeepp SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

CONSUMERS INCREASE BEEF EXPENDITURE BUT REDUCE
CONSUMPTION AS RETAIL BEEF PRICES RISE

BBeeeeff mmaarrttss ((££//110000kkgg  lliivveewweeiigghhtt)) ((WWeeeekk EEnnddiinngg 0066//0077//0099))
FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee SSttoorree CCaattttllee DDrrooppppeedd CCaallvveess ((££//hheeaadd))

ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo
SStteeeerrss SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss uupp ttoo 440000kkgg CCoonnttiinneennttaall bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 142 170 1st quality 156 198
2nd quality 125 154 2nd quality 131 160 1st quality 220 320
Friesians 100 115 2nd quality 140 260

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss 440000kkgg--550000kkgg
HHeeiiffeerrss 1st quality 152 191 CCoonnttiinneennttaall hheeiiffeerr ccaallvveess
1st quality 148 172 2nd quality 135 155
2nd quality 130 152 1st quality 140 450

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss oovveerr 550000kkgg 2nd quality 70 235
BBeeeeff CCoowwss 1st quality 143 185

2nd quality 110 160 FFrreessiiaann bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 110 148
2nd quality 88 109 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss uupp ttoo 445500kkgg 1st quality 50 250

1st quality 138 169 2nd quality 30 150
DDaaiirryy CCoowwss 2nd quality 115 148

1st quality 90 108 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss oovveerr 445500kkgg
2nd quality 55 89 1st quality 148 178

2nd quality 125 156
SSHHEEEEPP MMAARRTT PPRRIICCEESS WWEEEEKK EENNDDIINNGG 0077//0077//22000099

LLaammbbss

NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo

Wednesday Ballymena 833 272 331

Newtownstewart 451 275 310

Markethill 850 280 309

Thursday Downpatrick 386 260 302

Saturday Donemana 1286 258 284

Monday Crumlin 1423 270 305

Kilrea 900 275 287

Gortin 1150 292 327

Tuesday Saintfield 732 273 296

Lisahally 740 295 325

Rathfriland 725 260 282

LLaammbb QQuuootteess

Last Week
W/E 03/07/09

This Week
W/E 10/07/09

Lamb 315-320p 290-300p

PPAAIIDD PPRRIICCEESS ((AAvveerraaggee)) PP//KKgg 

WW//EE
1199//0066//0099

WW//EE 
2266//0066//0099

WW//EE 
0033//0077//0099

NI Liveweight 327.58p 295.47p 285.16p

NI Deadweight 354.89p 327.60p 317.95p

GB Deadweight 371.3p 340.40p 324.00p

THE latest figures from TNS show that the
volume of beef purchased by consumers
in GB is down on previous year’s figures,

while overall expenditure has increased due
to increases in the average price of beef.
Overall demand is down four per cent for the
year to date, while expenditure is up by almost
seven per cent. 

This year to date the market has followed
previous year’s trends with consumer
expenditure peaking at year-end and then
falling gradually through the spring.  This year,
as in previous years, there has been a peak in
demand around Easter, with a seasonal
decline in expenditure affecting sales in late
April and the first half of May.  

The chart below shows that this seasonal

decline in 2009 to date has been slightly
more pronounced than in the last two years
with consumption down by over 4,000 tonnes
in the month to 17 May.  However, since then
demand has stabilised.  In the four weeks to
14 June, consumption levels were similar to
those in 2008, aided to a certain extent by the
better weather which will have encouraged
barbecues. If the weather stays good,
retailers will be expecting demand to remain
steady throughout the summer, before rising
again in the Autumn.  

Overall expenditure will continue to be
influenced by price. In the first six months of
2009, the average retail price of beef was
around £6.10, up nearly 12 per cent on the
same period in 2008.  

Source: AHDB, TNS
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