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at any time in recent years. These high prices have

been driven by a steady decline in the NI sheep kill
and producers who have retained their flocks have
benefited as a result. In contrast, the meat plants
have lower throughput and therefore wasted capacity
and consequently higher unit costs. Given the impact
on the whole industry it is worth considering some of
the characteristics of this decline and the longer term
impact.

I N 2009 sheep prices have been much higher than

Decline in slaughter numbers

In the first five months of 2009, the total sheep Kkill
was down by 16,000 head or seven per cent
compared to the same period in 2008. The decline
since 2007 is much steeper at 31 per cent or 90,000
fewer sheep. This decline has been caused by a 32
per cent reduction in the lamb kill for January - May
2007 compared to the same period in 2009.

The reduced kill has a direct impact on the volume of

NI Sheep Kill: Jan-May

Curtailment of imports from GB driving
down sheep kill in 2009

lamb processed by the factories. In the five months
to May 2007 the total carcase weight of lamb
processed in NI was almost 5,800 tonnes. This figure
fell by 33 per cent in 2008 and by a further two per
cent in 2009.

Sheep numbers down in recent years

To a certain extent, the decline in output is a
reflection of the weaker sheep census numbers in
recent years. DARD figures show how in 2004, the
last year of production coupled subsidies, there were
over 1.1m breeding ewes in NI. By 2008 this figure
had fallen to 935,000 head, down 15 per cent.

This fall in breeding ewe numbers has been reflected
in the lamb crop. In June 2004 the number of lambs

in NI was almost 1.1m and by June 2008, this had
fallen by eight per cent to just under one million. The
reduction in the lamb crop between June 2007 and
June 2008 was just under three per cent (June 2009
census figures not yet available). However, while this
decline in the lamb crop has been a contributory
factor to the decline in lamb slaughterings it does not
fully explain the steepness of the reduction in the kill
since 2007. To fully understand the reasons for the
decline in the lamb Kill it is necessary to consider
developments in the sheep trade with GB and ROI.

2008 export trade up, 2009 down

Over recent years, NI producers have enjoyed a

strong export trade with ROI. Last year, exports for
Continued on next page

Sheep Imports / Exports: Jan-May
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| GHT) - WEEK ENDING 08/06/09 | Sheep Prices

Finished Cattle Store Cattle Dropped Calves (£/head)
from to from to from to QUOTES P/ Kg
Steers Store bullocks up to 400kg Continental bull calves .
1st quality 145 177 st quality 160 191 W /Lsgts\;vgg}(og W /TEh'lszv/Vgg}‘og
2nd quality 135 152  2nd quality 125 269 1st quality 220 355
Friesians 0 139 2nd quality 120 258 Lambs 360p 370-380p
Store bullocks 400kg-500kg
Heifers 1st quality 153 172 Continental heifer calves
1st quality 150 179  2nd quality 125 152 PAID PRICES (Average) P/Kg
2nd quality 130 152 1st quality 200 340
Store bullocks over 500kg 2nd quality 85 195 W/E W/E W/E
Beef Cows 1st quality 142 175 22/05/09 29/05/09 06/06/09
2nd quality 120 148 Friesian bull calves
1st quality 110 160 NI Liveweight 393.2p 359.7p 349.1p
2nd quality 88 124  Store heifers up to 450kg 1st quality 50 150 NI Deadweight 425.9p 399.0p 359.2p
1st quality 160 186 2nd quality 20 98
Dairy Cows 2nd quality 135 159 GB Deadweight 417.5p* 436.2p** 429.3p**
1st quality 88 124  Store heifers over 450kg :*C‘E;“r:L”sﬁcheofﬁfyt/ lamb price
2nd quality 50 103  1st quality 150 188
2nd quality 130 28 |—|
SHEEP MART PRICES WEEK ENDED 09/06/2009

NI Sheep Slaughterings (‘000 head per week) Wednesday Ballymena 603 330-410p
an e NIOT 2008 004 HIS week the factories raised the quotes for sheep by 10-
T20p/kg to 370-380p/kg having closed last week quoting Enniskillen 196 360-386p
KL 360p/kg. This will provide some reassurance to sheep
o i farmers, although a glance at the chart below would indicate that Newtownstewart 312 352-428p
N . ' sheep prices this year look set to follow last year’s trend quite
-a v closely. Last week's deadweight sheep price was down by Markethill 800 350-391p
18 agte . 40p/Kg on the previous week.
’ S S EEH Friday Killeter 200 Avg. 330p
s . Saturday Donemana 545 332-365p
NI Average Weekly Sheep Price (p/kg CW)
. AT A0S 2 Omagh 398 335-360p
I J A 50 NOD A= o ’ e
) 380 § _,."A Monday Crumlin 686 350-390p
This week$ marts i

10p/kg in NI. At the start of this week, prices seem to be
holding up reasonably well, with the price range at several g |
marts just slightly lower than last week. In Lisahally the best : . e . .
price this week was 392p/kg, 13p/kg lower than last week. —Z&0 47 7.+ ) ot
Similarly the top and bottom prices in Saintfield were down by  4zq
around five pence per kilo compared to last week.

244 " .
AST week the live weight lamb price was down by around a0 v - ' Kilrea 840 360-383p
Gortin 673 353-387p

Tuesday Saintfield 564 340-386p

Lisahally 420 356-392p




