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Please note that the quotes from plants are based on the new UK carcase weight, whereas the reported paid prices are based on the EU reference weight. 

Reported heifer prices up
by four pence

LAST week in the face of reduced supply, some of the
plants raised their quotes by two pence meaning that
by last Friday the prime U3 grade cattle quote was 270-

274p/kg.

This increase in quotes was reflected in the reported prices
with the plants having to pay an average of 277p/kg for U3
heifers.  This meant that the average paid price for U3
heifers was at least three pence per kilo better than the
quotes.  Furthermore, some plants paid up to 278-280p/kg
last week for U3 heifers showing that producers in a
stronger negotiating position can get much better prices
for their stock in the current market.  

This week the plants are quoting 272-274p/kg for U3 grade
steers and heifers, although given that some plants paid
much better prices last week, producers are advised that
better prices may be available. 

There appears to be some upward pressure on cow prices
this week.  Some of the plants have raised the cow quote
and last week’s average reported price for cows was up by
four pence per kilo on the previous week to 211p/kg. 

IN the last week of May, average cattle prices in NI were
considerably higher than prices in ROI.  U3 steer and heifer
prices in NI  were around eight pence per kilo higher than the

equivalent in ROI.  The gap between R3 steers was also around
eight pence per kilo.   However, the gap between young bull
prices in the two regions was not as wide with less than a penny
difference between R3 grade prices in NI and ROI.  Processors in
ROI are paying considerably more for poorer cows, with P3 cows

getting 13p/kg more in the south. 

The gap between Scottish and NI U3 prices remains around
20p/kg for steers while the U3 steer price is Southern England
is 12p/kg higher than in NI.  Scottish prime cattle prices remain
the highest in the British Isles.

RoI and GB price comparisons

Diary dates

Comments:
bulletin@lmcni.com

FFQQAASS LLiiaaiissoonn OOffffiicceerr – not sure
what you need for your inspection?

Had an inspection and you’re not
sure how to deal with the action
points?

Linda will be at the following marts
next week

DDaayy WWeeeekk CCoommmmeenncciinngg
1155//0066//0099

Tuesday Clogher / Lisnaskea

Wednesday Kilrea

Thursday Downpatrick

NNootteess 
(i) Prices are p/kg Sterling;ROI prices converted at 1 Euro=87.40p Stg. 
(ii) ROI prices are exclusive of 5.2% VAT. 
(iii) “4” includes 4L/4H; “O” includes O+/O/O-. “U” includes U+/U/U-:“P” includes
P+/P/P-
(iv) Prices are the total price paid inclusive of bonuses and top-ups.  
(v) Sources: AHDB, LMC & Irish Dept of Agriculture.
(vi) Approximately 79% of NI and 60% of GB prime cattle are price reported.  
(vii) The average price displayed is the average price across all grades of cattle.
(viii) Shaded areas indicate a reduction on the price reported in the previous Bulletin.
For ROI, the shading applies to the original price quoted in Euros.

PPAAIIDD PPRRIICCEESS ((SStteeeerrss aanndd hheeiiffeerrss ccoommbbiinneedd))

WW//EE 
2222//0055//0099

WW//EE 
2299//0055//0099

WW//EE 
0055//0066//0099

UU33 272.8p 273.0p 275.7p

RR33 267.2p 268.6p 270.0p

OO++33 259.3p 260.1p 261.2p

QQUUOOTTEESS
LLaasstt WWeeeekk

WW//EE 0055//0066//0099
TThhiiss WWeeeekk

WW//EE 1122//0066//0099
UU33 270-274p 272-274p
RR33 264-268p 266-268p

OO++33 258-262p 260-262p

CCoowwss 220-230p 220-234p

Cattle

NNII CClleeaann CCaattttllee SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy CClleeaann CCaattttllee PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

THE MARKETS

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee SSeerrvviiccee

FFaaccttoorryy QQuuootteess && 
MMaarrtt RReessuullttss 

UUppddaatteedd 55ppmm DDaaiillyy

NNeexxtt wweeeekk’’ss qquuootteess
aavvaaiillaabbllee eeaacchh FFrriiddaayy

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33001111

IN 2009 sheep prices have been much higher than
at any time in recent years. These high prices have
been driven by a steady decline in the NI sheep kill

and producers who have retained their flocks have
benefited as a result. In contrast, the meat plants
have lower throughput and therefore wasted capacity
and consequently higher unit costs.  Given the impact
on the whole industry it is worth considering some of
the characteristics of this decline and the longer term
impact. 

DDeecclliinnee iinn ssllaauugghhtteerr nnuummbbeerrss
In the first five months of 2009, the ttoottaall sshheeeepp kkiillll
was down by 16,000 head or seven per cent
compared to the same period in 2008.  The decline
since 2007 is much steeper at 31 per cent or 90,000
fewer sheep.  This decline has been caused by a 32
per cent reduction in the llaammbb kkiillll for January - May
2007 compared to the same period in 2009. 

The reduced kill has a direct impact on the volume of

lamb processed by the factories.  In the five months
to May 2007 the total carcase weight of lamb
processed in NI was almost 5,800 tonnes.  This figure
fell by 33 per cent in 2008 and by a further two per
cent in 2009.   

SShheeeepp nnuummbbeerrss ddoowwnn iinn rreecceenntt yyeeaarrss
To a certain extent, the decline in output is a
reflection of the weaker sheep census numbers in
recent years.  DARD figures show how in 2004, the
last year of production coupled subsidies, there were
over 1.1m breeding ewes in NI.  By 2008 this figure
had fallen to 935,000 head, down 15 per cent.   

This fall in breeding ewe numbers has been reflected
in the lamb crop.  In June 2004 the number of lambs

in NI was almost 1.1m and by June 2008, this had
fallen by eight per cent to just under one million.  The
reduction in the lamb crop between June 2007 and
June 2008 was just under three per cent (June 2009
census figures not yet available).  However, while this
decline in the lamb crop has been a contributory
factor to the decline in lamb slaughterings it does not
fully explain the steepness of the reduction in the kill
since 2007.  To fully understand the reasons for the
decline in the lamb kill it is necessary to consider
developments in the sheep trade with GB and ROI. 

22000088 eexxppoorrtt ttrraaddee uupp,, 22000099 ddoowwnn
Over recent  years, NI producers have enjoyed a
strong export trade with ROI.  Last year, exports for

Curtailment of imports from GB driving
down sheep kill in 2009
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NNII CCAATTTTLLEE PPRRIICCEESS ((WW//EE 0055//0066//22000099))
Steers Heifers Young Bulls Cows

U3 274.3 277.1 274.6 -
U4 269.2 269.9 - -
R3 269.2 270.8 268.0 -
R4 265.3 266.4 - -
O3 260.8 261.5 259.5 219.7
O4 260.8 260.8 - 225.8
P2 - - - 176.4
P3 - - - 205.6

Average 266.9 267.6 266.7 211.5

UK & ROI CATTLE PRICES (W/E 29/05/2009)

Scotland 
Northern 
England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England 

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers

U3 292.7 289.3 287.9 284.4 272.6 264.3
R3 287.2 286.2 278.9 279.8 267.7 260.0
R4 287.9 285.6 278.4 279.1 264.5 259.8
O3 274.4 277.2 265.5 268.3 260.9 250.7

Average 286.5 282.5 274.6 272.9 265.6 -

Heifers

U3 293.2 291.9 286.4 283.9 273.4 265.4
R3 285.9 291.2 276.2 278.7 269.4 263.8
R4 287.7 281.1 275.3 278.6 264.6 263.1
O3 270.9 279.7 265.5 267.1 259.3 252.6

Average 285.2 279.1 271.3 270.8 265.2 -

Young 
Bulls

U3 282.2 279.1 279.8 285.0 270.7 268.7
R3 277.3 275.1 273.2 279.2 265.0 264.5
O3 259.0 260.0 259.8 267.3 255.7 251.0

Average 275.2 269.0 266.9 271.9 263.2 -
Prime Cattle 

Price Reported 6,723 4,997 3,930 3,434 5,060 -

Cows

O3 235.7 238.7 228.8 206.6 221.0 220.1
O4 236.8 237.5 229.1 215.5 227.1 222.4
P2 165.6 197.5 200.8 181.8 182.3 189.1
P3 198.9 223.0 213.0 193.1 201.7 214.3

Continued on next page





RREEDDUUCCEEDD CCAATTTTLLEE AANNDD SSHHEEEEPP
SSLLAAUUGGHHTTEERRIINNGGSS IINN MMAAYY 22000099

THE MARKETS

LMC does not guarantee the accuracy
or completeness of any third party
information provided in or included
with this publication. LMC hereby
disclaims any responsibility for error,
omission or inaccuracy in the
information, misinterpretation or any
other loss, disappointment,
negligence or damage caused by
reliance on third party information

NNoott ffoorr ffuurrtthheerr ppuubblliiccaattiioonn oorr
ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn wwiitthhoouutt pprriioorr ppeerrmmiissssiioonn

ffrroomm LLMMCC

CCoonnttaacctt uuss:: 

WWeebbssiittee:: wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

TTeelleepphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33000000

FFaaxx:: 002288 99226633 33000011

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee:: 002288 99226633 33002244

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33001111

CCllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn QQuueerriieess:: 002288 99226633 33001122

LAST week the live weight lamb price was down by around
10p/kg in NI.  At the start of this week, prices seem to be
holding up reasonably well, with the price range at several

marts just slightly lower than last week.  In Lisahally the best
price this week was 392p/kg, 13p/kg lower than last week.
Similarly the top and bottom prices in Saintfield were down by
around five pence per kilo compared to last week. 

TThhiiss wweeeekk ’’ss mmaarrttss

TTeexxtt SSeerrvviiccee
FFrreeee PPrriiccee QQuuootteess sseenntt 
ttoo yyoouurr mmoobbiillee pphhoonnee 

eeaacchh wweeeekk 
EEmmaaiill -- kkwweeiirr@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm 

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33002200

PPAAIIDD PPRRIICCEESS ((AAvveerraaggee)) PP//KKgg 

WW//EE 
2222//0055//0099

WW//EE 
2299//0055//0099

WW//EE 
0066//0066//0099

NNII LLiivveewweeiigghhtt 393.2p 359.7p 349.1p

NNII DDeeaaddwweeiigghhtt 425.9p 399.0p 359.2p

GGBB DDeeaaddwweeiigghhtt 417.5p* 436.2p** 429.3p**

QQUUOOTTEESS PP//KKgg

LLaasstt WWeeeekk
WW//EE 0055//0066//0099

TThhiiss WWeeeekk
WW//EE 1122//0066//0099

LLaammbbss 360p 370-380p

Sheep Prices

THIS week the factories raised the quotes for sheep by 10-
20p/kg to 370-380p/kg having closed last week quoting
360p/kg.  This will provide some reassurance to sheep

farmers, although a glance at the chart below would indicate that
sheep prices this year look set to follow last year’s trend quite
closely.  Last week’s deadweight sheep price was down by
40p/kg on the previous week. 

THIS May 28,000 prime cattle were
slaughtered in NI. This figure is down slightly
on last May when an additional 200 prime

cattle were killed for beef.  It is notable that an
increase in the young bull kill this May offset a fall
in the number of steers slaughtered. 

The cow kill for May 2009 was over 6000 head,
representing an increase of 36 per cent on last
year’s figure.  Interestingly the total weight of cows
slaughtered this May is only up by 32 per cent on
last May, with the average weight of cows

slaughtered down by around nine kilos.  This may
be an indication that there are more poor grade
dairy cows in the slaughter mix this May as dairy
farmers seek to offload underperforming stock
given the more difficult economic circumstances
they face. 

The lamb kill for MMaayy was 22 per cent lower than
last year with the overall sheep kill down by 19 per
cent.  This reflected the figures for tthhee yyeeaarr to 30
May which showed the lamb kill down by 17 per
cent and the ewe and ram kill down seven per cent. 

Sheep

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy SShheeeepp PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

NNII SShheeeepp SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

Curtailment of imports
from GB driving down

sheep kill in 2009

direct slaughter accounted for almost one third of NI’s
lamb production with almost all of these exports going
to ROI.  This has a serious impact on the volume of
sheep available to NI processors. Whereas in previous
years the export trade was offset by sheep imports,
the import trade has declined in the last two years
leaving fewer sheep available for NI factories. 

IImmppoorrttss ccuurrttaaiilleedd bbyy BBlluuee TToonngguuee
Blue Tongue has been the key factor in processors
stopping sourcing from GB. In the first five months of
the year, only 24,000 sheep were imported for direct
slaughter, all from ROI.  This is down from 87,000
head in the same period in 2007 when 60,000 head
were imported from GB and the total imports
accounted for 34 per cent of throughput.  To date in
2009, imports  have accounted for only 12 per cent
of the sheep kill. 

The reduced availability of imports has meant that
processors have increased their dependency on local
producers. As a result, plants have had to compete
more vigorously with southern buyers to maintain
throughput and this has allowed both the liveweight
and deadweight lamb prices to remain above 2008
levels.  This in turn has also resulted in a 13 per cent
decline in live exports in the first five months of 2009
compared to last year. 

EEwwee aanndd rraamm kkiillll ddoowwnn
The improved prices in 2008 and 2009 may also be
encouraging producers to retain more ewes for
breeding.  In the five months to June only 26,000
ewes and rams were slaughtered, 75 per cent of the
equivalent figure in 2008.  From an overall industry
perspective this is encouraging and it will be
interesting to see how the ewe and ram kill develops
over the course of 2009. 

* Combined hogget / lamb price
** Lamb price only

NNII CCAATTTTLLEE AANNDD SSHHEEEEPP SSLLAAUUGGHHTTEERRIINNGGSS --  FFOOOODDCCHHAAIINN
MMaayy JJuunn 0088 -- MMaayy 0099 

((44 wweeeekkss eennddeedd 3300//0055//0099)) ((5522 wweeeekkss eennddeedd 3300//0055//0099))
22000088 22000099 %% CChhaannggee MMaayy 0077-- AApprr 0088 MMaayy 0088-- AApprr 0099 %% CChhaannggee

CCAATTTTLLEE
Steers 13,838 12,780 -8% 186,968 174,266 -7%
Heifers 10,699 10,701 0% 136,234 134,441 -1%
Young Bulls 3,650 4,523 24% 47,878 44,601 -7%
Cows 4,543 6,163 36% 66,024 80,387 22%
Mature Bulls 329 356 8% 2,989 3,560 19%
Calves 75 90 20% 327 748 129%
TToottaall CCaattttllee 3333,,113344 3344,,661133 44%% 444400,,442200 443388,,000033 --11%%

SSHHEEEEPP
Lambs/Hoggets 38,795 30,391 -22% 678,784 563,569 -17%
Ewes & Rams 5,335 5,249 -2% 70,012 65,254 -7%
TToottaall SShheeeepp 4444,,113300 3355,,664400 --1199%% 774488,,779966 662288,,882233 --1166%%

The above figures are provisional; any amendments will be incorporated in the cumulative data
(source DARD).

BBEEEEFF MMAARRTTSS ((££//110000KKGG  LLIIVVEEWWEEIIGGHHTT)) -- WWEEEEKK EENNDDIINNGG 0088//0066//0099
FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee SSttoorree CCaattttllee DDrrooppppeedd CCaallvveess ((££//hheeaadd))

ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo
SStteeeerrss SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss uupp ttoo 440000kkgg CCoonnttiinneennttaall bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 145 177 1st quality 160 191
2nd quality 135 152 2nd quality 125 269 1st quality 220 355
Friesians 0 139 2nd quality 120 258

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss 440000kkgg--550000kkgg
HHeeiiffeerrss 1st quality 153 172 CCoonnttiinneennttaall hheeiiffeerr ccaallvveess
1st quality 150 179 2nd quality 125 152
2nd quality 130 152 1st quality 200 340

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss oovveerr 550000kkgg 2nd quality 85 195
BBeeeeff CCoowwss 1st quality 142 175

2nd quality 120 148 FFrriieessiiaann bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 110 160
2nd quality 88 124 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss uupp ttoo 445500kkgg 1st quality 50 150

1st quality 160 186 2nd quality 20 98
DDaaiirryy CCoowwss 2nd quality 135 159

1st quality 88 124 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss oovveerr 445500kkgg
2nd quality 50 103 1st quality 150 188

2nd quality 130 158
SSHHEEEEPP MMAARRTT PPRRIICCEESS WWEEEEKK EENNDDEEDD 0099//0066//22000099

No. Average Price

Wednesday Ballymena 603 330-410p

Enniskillen 196 360-386p

Newtownstewart 312 352-428p

Markethill 800 350-391p

Friday Killeter 200 Avg. 330p

Saturday Donemana 545 332-365p

Omagh 398 335-360p

Monday Crumlin 686 350-390p

Kilrea 840 360-383p

Gortin 673 353-387p

Tuesday Saintfield 564 340-386p

Lisahally 420 356-392p

Continued from previous page


