
Producers will be pleased to see a rising trade
at the moment but in recent weeks, it has
become clear that there is quite a difference

between base quotes from the factories and
reported prices, particularly in the case of heifers.
These reported prices show that more money is
being paid for prime cattle than quotes would
suggest.   Last week factories paid an average of
339p/kg for U-3= grade heifers. The top quote
was 326p/kg in one plant.  Most factories were
quoting 324p/kg for U-3 heifers. 

DDiiffffeerreennccee bbeettwweeeenn pprriicceess aanndd qquuootteess
There are various reasons for differences between
quotes and reported prices.  One obvious reason,
commonly cited, is that average prices reported
by the plants include Angus and Hereford stock
which drives up these reported prices and can
cause a difference between those and base
quotes which are exclusive of such bonuses.  

The quotes provided to LMC by factories also
exclude the bonuses paid by factories for in-spec
cattle.  For example, most factories were quoting
324p/kg last week for U-3 grade heifers; one plant
reported quotes up to 326p/kg. With many of
those cattle attracting the 8p/kg in-spec bonus,
the actual price is obviously going to be higher
than quotes and reported prices of around 330-
332p/kg will be more likely depending on how
many cattle are in-spec.  However, the reported U-
3= price was much higher again at 339p/kg.  

The drawback of looking at sub-grades (+/-/=) is
that a couple of outliers can have a significant
impact on the average price because there may
only be a small number of cattle in a particular
sub-grade. There were just 26 U-3= heifers last
week for example.  Base grades (for example, U3)
which include all combinations of +/=/- ought to
provide a better indication of prices for
comparison with quotes. 

The overall U3 grade heifer price last week was
337p/kg (excl. Angus and Hereford).   Based on
last week’s base U-3 heifer quote of 324-326p/kg,

this would require that almost all U3 heifers were
U+ grade (+4p/kg on the grid) and in-spec, an
unlikely scenario.  An average price of 337p/kg for
U3 heifers also begs the question; if this is the
average, what is the range? Some prices clearly
must be higher again.  

TThhee ccuurrssee ooff tthhee aavveerraaggee
Average prices for cattle are very useful in that
they give a general idea about how the trade
performed in any given week and these figures are
comparable from one week to the next.  However,
there are drawbacks of using averages and one is
that these prices often disguise higher and lower
values within the data.  

The average price paid for U3 steers last week was
332p/kg with the average U3 heifer price much
higher at 337p/kg.  There were over 300 U3
steers and 100 U3 heifers price reported last
week and while these average prices are useful, it
may be informative to see the range of prices
within this kill.  

Table 1 provides this analysis and this should help
to give readers a better idea of the figures that
make up the average.  For each grade/category,
this table splits the kill into three distinct subsets
based on price; top, middle and bottom thirds.  For
example, the top third shows the average price of
cattle whose prices were in the top 33 per cent of

the kill for that grade.  For the purpose of
comparison it excludes Angus and Hereford cattle.

WWiiddee rraannggee iinn rreeppoorrtteedd pprriicceess
The first point that some readers will note from
Table 1 is the wide difference between the top
third and bottom third in each case.  This comes
as no great surprise.  

It is likely that most of the cattle in the top third
are in-spec and are therefore attracting a bonus.
By comparison the bottom third may be more likely
to be out of spec (overage, overweight, non-FQAS
etc) and may attract a penalty.  The combination
of these bonuses and penalties alone could
account for as much as 18p/kg of difference
between cattle of the same grade if penalties are
being applied rigidly.  Another factor which may
explain the difference between quotes and
reported prices may be the availability of any
special bonuses in factories which are supplying
orders with particularly tight / exceptional
specifications or organic bonuses. 

Furthermore, it is important to note that we are
looking at base grades in this analysis.  For
example, within the U3 base grade, the U+3=
grade will attract 4p/kg more than U-3= grade
according to the pricing grid.  It is possible that the
bottom third contains more U-3 grades while the
top third may contain more U+3 grades.  However,

it is also worth noting that in last week’s heifer kill
there were only 5 U+3 grades and 31 U=3 grades.
The remainder were U-3.  

It is also likely that those cattle in the top third of
prices were sold by larger producers who have
greater leverage in the negotiation process.
Perhaps they are producing to contract, have
bigger loads or there is the promise of ongoing
supplies of good quality in-spec cattle.  Owners of
cattle in the bottom third of prices may have had
less room for negotiation.  

SSoommee ssttrroonngg pprriicceess ppaaiidd llaasstt wweeeekk
Notwithstanding the wide range in prices, one of
the key points emanating from these figures is
that some very strong prices were paid for cattle
last week.   The standout figure is that the top third
of U3 heifers attracted 344p/kg.  At last week’s
quotes, even assuming all those cattle were in-
spec U+3 heifers, this price is at least 6p/kg
higher than top quotes plus bonuses.  When the
trade is sluggish the difference between quotes
and actual prices paid will often be negligible, but
as the trade improves and the prices paid for
prime cattle are rising, procurement staff in the
plants will often have to pay more than quotes to
attract sufficient stock. With supplies tight right
now, it comes as no surprise that top prices are
stronger and producers should continue to shop
around to find the best prices for their stock.  

In the month of February factories in NI have
been hit by very tight supplies which perhaps
underlines one of the reasons why reported

prices have been higher than quotes in recent
weeks.  Since the start of the year the heifer kill
is down 15 per cent on the same period last
year, with the steer and young bull kill down by
12 per cent and 21 per cent respectively.  In
February, while the decline in the young bull kill
eased slightly, the decline in the steer and
heifer kill accelerated and that will cause some
concern to the factories.  While the higher cow
kill allowed numbers to hold up well in 2011, it
too has come under pressure early in 2012.  
A stronger sheep kill will provide some respite
for factories anxious to maintain throughput.
The hogget kill was up 33 per cent in February
and is up by more than a quarter since the start
of the year.  The ewe and ram kill is on a par
with 2011 levels in the first two months of the
year following a sharp increase in the mature
sheep kill in February.  
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TTaabbllee 11.. LLaasstt WWeeeekk''ss RReeppoorrtteedd CCaattttllee PPrriicceess iinn NNII
RReeppoorrtteedd pprriicceess iinncclluuddee iinn--ssppeecc
ppeennaallttiieess aanndd bboonnuusseess..
QQuuootteess ddoo nnoott..

UU33 SStteeeerrss
BBaassee QQuuoottee 332222--332288PP//KKGG

IInncclluuddeess UU--,, UU== && UU++

RR33 SStteeeerrss
BBaassee QQuuoottee 331166--332222PP//KKGG

IInncclluuddeess RR--,, RR== && RR++

UU33 HHeeiiffeerrss
BBaassee QQuuoottee 332244--333300PP//KKGG

IInncclluuddeess UU--,, UU== && UU++

RR33 HHeeiiffeerrss
BBaassee QQuuoottee 331188--332244PP//KKGG

IInncclluuddeess RR--,, RR== && RR++

No. Cattle Avg Price (p/kg) No. Cattle Avg Price (p/kg) No. Cattle Avg Price (p/kg) No. Cattle Avg Price (p/kg)

TToopp TThhiirrdd 100 340.3p 156 337.2p 33 344.5p 112 338.4p

MMiiddddllee TThhiirrdd 101 330.6p 156 328.1p 33 336.7p 112 330.7p

BBoottttoomm TThhiirrdd 101 325.0p 156 321.0p 34 330.8p 112 321.9p

TToottaall HHeeaadd // OOvveerraallll AAvveerraaggee 302 331.7p 468 328.8p 100 337.2p 336 330.4p
This table shows prices for U3 and R3 steers and heifers.  The kill for each grade has been sorted by price and split into three equal groups of three based on the
highest, middle and lowest prices.  Average prices for the Top, Middle and Bottom third of prices are provided for each grade.  Angus and Hereford prices have been
excluded from this report.  This table shows reported prices for base grades (U3/R3) as opposed to sub-grades (U=3= etc) due to the greater numbers in the dataset.

SSttrroonngg pprriicceess ppaaiidd ffoorr hheeiiffeerrss iinn rreecceenntt wweeeekkss

TTAABBLLEE 22.. NNII CCAATTTTLLEE AANNDD SSHHEEEEPP SSLLAAUUGGHHTTEERRIINNGGSS FFOORR TTHHEE FFOOOODDCCHHAAIINN

February Year to Date
(4 weeks  ended 03/03/12) (9 weeks ended 03/03/12)

2011 2012 % Change 2011 2012 Change
CCAATTTTLLEE

Steers 13,803 11,968 -13% 30,175 26,489 -12%

Heifers 12,372 10,384 -16% 26,995 22,837 -15%

Young Bulls / Calves 5,823 4,845 -17% 13,312 10,576 -21%

TToottaall PPrriimmee CCaattttllee 31,998 27,197 -15% 70,482 59,902 -15%

Cows 6,861 6,387 -7% 15,456 14,619 -5%

Mature Bulls 739 379 -49% 2,029 896 -56%

TToottaall CCaattttllee 39,598 33,963 -14% 87,967 75,417 -14%

SSHHEEEEPP

Lambs & Hoggets 13,214 17,535 +33% 31,911 40,981 +28%

Ewes & Rams 2,336 2,696 +15% 6,246 6,177 -1%

TToottaall SShheeeepp 15,550 20,231 +30% 38,157 47,158 +24%

The above figures are provisional; any amendments will be incorporated in the cumulative data (source DARD).



Producers will be pleased to see a rising trade
at the moment but in recent weeks, it has
become clear that there is quite a difference

between base quotes from the factories and
reported prices, particularly in the case of heifers.
These reported prices show that more money is
being paid for prime cattle than quotes would
suggest.   Last week factories paid an average of
339p/kg for U-3= grade heifers. The top quote
was 326p/kg in one plant.  Most factories were
quoting 324p/kg for U-3 heifers. 

DDiiffffeerreennccee bbeettwweeeenn pprriicceess aanndd qquuootteess
There are various reasons for differences between
quotes and reported prices.  One obvious reason,
commonly cited, is that average prices reported
by the plants include Angus and Hereford stock
which drives up these reported prices and can
cause a difference between those and base
quotes which are exclusive of such bonuses.  

The quotes provided to LMC by factories also
exclude the bonuses paid by factories for in-spec
cattle.  For example, most factories were quoting
324p/kg last week for U-3 grade heifers; one plant
reported quotes up to 326p/kg. With many of
those cattle attracting the 8p/kg in-spec bonus,
the actual price is obviously going to be higher
than quotes and reported prices of around 330-
332p/kg will be more likely depending on how
many cattle are in-spec.  However, the reported U-
3= price was much higher again at 339p/kg.  

The drawback of looking at sub-grades (+/-/=) is
that a couple of outliers can have a significant
impact on the average price because there may
only be a small number of cattle in a particular
sub-grade. There were just 26 U-3= heifers last
week for example.  Base grades (for example, U3)
which include all combinations of +/=/- ought to
provide a better indication of prices for
comparison with quotes. 

The overall U3 grade heifer price last week was
337p/kg (excl. Angus and Hereford).   Based on
last week’s base U-3 heifer quote of 324-326p/kg,

this would require that almost all U3 heifers were
U+ grade (+4p/kg on the grid) and in-spec, an
unlikely scenario.  An average price of 337p/kg for
U3 heifers also begs the question; if this is the
average, what is the range? Some prices clearly
must be higher again.  

TThhee ccuurrssee ooff tthhee aavveerraaggee
Average prices for cattle are very useful in that
they give a general idea about how the trade
performed in any given week and these figures are
comparable from one week to the next.  However,
there are drawbacks of using averages and one is
that these prices often disguise higher and lower
values within the data.  

The average price paid for U3 steers last week was
332p/kg with the average U3 heifer price much
higher at 337p/kg.  There were over 300 U3
steers and 100 U3 heifers price reported last
week and while these average prices are useful, it
may be informative to see the range of prices
within this kill.  

Table 1 provides this analysis and this should help
to give readers a better idea of the figures that
make up the average.  For each grade/category,
this table splits the kill into three distinct subsets
based on price; top, middle and bottom thirds.  For
example, the top third shows the average price of
cattle whose prices were in the top 33 per cent of

the kill for that grade.  For the purpose of
comparison it excludes Angus and Hereford cattle.

WWiiddee rraannggee iinn rreeppoorrtteedd pprriicceess
The first point that some readers will note from
Table 1 is the wide difference between the top
third and bottom third in each case.  This comes
as no great surprise.  

It is likely that most of the cattle in the top third
are in-spec and are therefore attracting a bonus.
By comparison the bottom third may be more likely
to be out of spec (overage, overweight, non-FQAS
etc) and may attract a penalty.  The combination
of these bonuses and penalties alone could
account for as much as 18p/kg of difference
between cattle of the same grade if penalties are
being applied rigidly.  Another factor which may
explain the difference between quotes and
reported prices may be the availability of any
special bonuses in factories which are supplying
orders with particularly tight / exceptional
specifications or organic bonuses. 

Furthermore, it is important to note that we are
looking at base grades in this analysis.  For
example, within the U3 base grade, the U+3=
grade will attract 4p/kg more than U-3= grade
according to the pricing grid.  It is possible that the
bottom third contains more U-3 grades while the
top third may contain more U+3 grades.  However,

it is also worth noting that in last week’s heifer kill
there were only 5 U+3 grades and 31 U=3 grades.
The remainder were U-3.  

It is also likely that those cattle in the top third of
prices were sold by larger producers who have
greater leverage in the negotiation process.
Perhaps they are producing to contract, have
bigger loads or there is the promise of ongoing
supplies of good quality in-spec cattle.  Owners of
cattle in the bottom third of prices may have had
less room for negotiation.  

SSoommee ssttrroonngg pprriicceess ppaaiidd llaasstt wweeeekk
Notwithstanding the wide range in prices, one of
the key points emanating from these figures is
that some very strong prices were paid for cattle
last week.   The standout figure is that the top third
of U3 heifers attracted 344p/kg.  At last week’s
quotes, even assuming all those cattle were in-
spec U+3 heifers, this price is at least 6p/kg
higher than top quotes plus bonuses.  When the
trade is sluggish the difference between quotes
and actual prices paid will often be negligible, but
as the trade improves and the prices paid for
prime cattle are rising, procurement staff in the
plants will often have to pay more than quotes to
attract sufficient stock. With supplies tight right
now, it comes as no surprise that top prices are
stronger and producers should continue to shop
around to find the best prices for their stock.  

In the month of February factories in NI have
been hit by very tight supplies which perhaps
underlines one of the reasons why reported

prices have been higher than quotes in recent
weeks.  Since the start of the year the heifer kill
is down 15 per cent on the same period last
year, with the steer and young bull kill down by
12 per cent and 21 per cent respectively.  In
February, while the decline in the young bull kill
eased slightly, the decline in the steer and
heifer kill accelerated and that will cause some
concern to the factories.  While the higher cow
kill allowed numbers to hold up well in 2011, it
too has come under pressure early in 2012.  
A stronger sheep kill will provide some respite
for factories anxious to maintain throughput.
The hogget kill was up 33 per cent in February
and is up by more than a quarter since the start
of the year.  The ewe and ram kill is on a par
with 2011 levels in the first two months of the
year following a sharp increase in the mature
sheep kill in February.  
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TTaabbllee 11.. LLaasstt WWeeeekk''ss RReeppoorrtteedd CCaattttllee PPrriicceess iinn NNII
RReeppoorrtteedd pprriicceess iinncclluuddee iinn--ssppeecc
ppeennaallttiieess aanndd bboonnuusseess..
QQuuootteess ddoo nnoott..

UU33 SStteeeerrss
BBaassee QQuuoottee 332222--332288PP//KKGG

IInncclluuddeess UU--,, UU== && UU++

RR33 SStteeeerrss
BBaassee QQuuoottee 331166--332222PP//KKGG

IInncclluuddeess RR--,, RR== && RR++

UU33 HHeeiiffeerrss
BBaassee QQuuoottee 332244--333300PP//KKGG

IInncclluuddeess UU--,, UU== && UU++

RR33 HHeeiiffeerrss
BBaassee QQuuoottee 331188--332244PP//KKGG

IInncclluuddeess RR--,, RR== && RR++

No. Cattle Avg Price (p/kg) No. Cattle Avg Price (p/kg) No. Cattle Avg Price (p/kg) No. Cattle Avg Price (p/kg)

TToopp TThhiirrdd 100 340.3p 156 337.2p 33 344.5p 112 338.4p

MMiiddddllee TThhiirrdd 101 330.6p 156 328.1p 33 336.7p 112 330.7p

BBoottttoomm TThhiirrdd 101 325.0p 156 321.0p 34 330.8p 112 321.9p

TToottaall HHeeaadd // OOvveerraallll AAvveerraaggee 302 331.7p 468 328.8p 100 337.2p 336 330.4p
This table shows prices for U3 and R3 steers and heifers.  The kill for each grade has been sorted by price and split into three equal groups of three based on the
highest, middle and lowest prices.  Average prices for the Top, Middle and Bottom third of prices are provided for each grade.  Angus and Hereford prices have been
excluded from this report.  This table shows reported prices for base grades (U3/R3) as opposed to sub-grades (U=3= etc) due to the greater numbers in the dataset.

SSttrroonngg pprriicceess ppaaiidd ffoorr hheeiiffeerrss iinn rreecceenntt wweeeekkss

TTAABBLLEE 22.. NNII CCAATTTTLLEE AANNDD SSHHEEEEPP SSLLAAUUGGHHTTEERRIINNGGSS FFOORR TTHHEE FFOOOODDCCHHAAIINN

February Year to Date
(4 weeks  ended 03/03/12) (9 weeks ended 03/03/12)

2011 2012 % Change 2011 2012 Change
CCAATTTTLLEE

Steers 13,803 11,968 -13% 30,175 26,489 -12%

Heifers 12,372 10,384 -16% 26,995 22,837 -15%

Young Bulls / Calves 5,823 4,845 -17% 13,312 10,576 -21%

TToottaall PPrriimmee CCaattttllee 31,998 27,197 -15% 70,482 59,902 -15%

Cows 6,861 6,387 -7% 15,456 14,619 -5%

Mature Bulls 739 379 -49% 2,029 896 -56%

TToottaall CCaattttllee 39,598 33,963 -14% 87,967 75,417 -14%

SSHHEEEEPP

Lambs & Hoggets 13,214 17,535 +33% 31,911 40,981 +28%

Ewes & Rams 2,336 2,696 +15% 6,246 6,177 -1%

TToottaall SShheeeepp 15,550 20,231 +30% 38,157 47,158 +24%

The above figures are provisional; any amendments will be incorporated in the cumulative data (source DARD).



LLAATTEESSTT NNII BBEEEEFF MMAARRTTSS
FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee ((££//110000kkgg LLWW)) SSttoorree CCaattttllee ((££//110000kkgg LLWW)) DDrrooppppeedd CCaallvveess ((££//hheeaadd))

ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo
SStteeeerrss SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss uupp ttoo 440000kkgg CCoonnttiinneennttaall bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 195 209 1st quality 200 242
2nd quality 174 194 2nd quality 175 198 1st quality 295 340
Friesians 135 164 2nd quality 200 290

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss 440000kkgg--550000kkgg
HHeeiiffeerrss 1st quality 193 232 CCoonnttiinneennttaall hheeiiffeerr ccaallvveess
1st quality 192 209 2nd quality 170 192
2nd quality 170 191 1st quality 235 350

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss oovveerr 550000kkgg 2nd quality 150 230
BBeeeeff CCoowwss 1st quality 198 215

2nd quality 168 197 FFrriieessiiaann bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 150 195
2nd quality 120 149 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss uupp ttoo 445500kkgg 1st quality 132 210

1st quality 197 235 2nd quality 50 130
DDaaiirryy CCoowwss 2nd quality 170 196

HHoollsstteeiinn BBuullll CCaallvveess
1st quality 126 161 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss oovveerr 445500kkgg 10 185
2nd quality 100 125 1st quality 190 227

2nd quality 170 189
Taken from a sample of beef marts in the week ended 02/03/12

SHEEP TRADE

CCoonnttaacctt uuss:: 

WWeebbssiittee:: wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

TTeelleepphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33000000

FFaaxx:: 002288 99226633 33000011

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee:: 002288 99226633 33002244

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33001111 

CCoommmmeennttss:: bbuulllleettiinn@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm

THE cattle trade continued to improve this week with several
factories having lifted quotes for U-3 grade steers and heifers
last weekend to 324-326p/kg.  Some plants were persevering

with quotes of 322p/kg for steers.  Next week it is expected that
several factories will raise quotes again with all plants quoting at
least 324p/kg for steers for Monday.  Some factories tell us that
they will be quoting 326p/kg for steers while all factories are quoting
326p/kg for heifers.  Higher prices are clearly available and
producers should be pricing around given the pressure on supply. 

Last week’s reported prices showed that U3 steer prices were up by
2p/kg to 332p/kg.  U3 heifer prices averaged over 337p/kg up by
2.5p/kg since the previous week.  The cow trade was also improved
last week with the average price up by about 4.5p/kg.  Supplies of
prime cattle in NI continue to be tight.  Last week’s prime cattle kill
was 22 per cent lower than the same week last year with just 6,139
prime cattle slaughtered.  This was down from over 6,800 the week
before.  

The trade in GB and ROI was firm last week.  In Scotland U3 steer
prices were up by 2.5p/kg while in Northern England corresponding
prices were up by 4p/kg. In Southern England U3 steer prices were
down by 2.4p/kg.  U3 heifer prices were up right across GB last week
however.  In Scotland and Northern England U3 heifer prices were
up by 2p/kg while in the Midlands and Southern England
corresponding prices were also up by 3p/kg and 5p/kg respectively.
In ROI, U3 steer and heifer prices were up by 4c/kg and 6c/kg
respectively last week.  

NNII CClleeaann CCaattttllee SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy CClleeaann CCaattttllee PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))
DDeeaaddwweeiigghhtt CCaattttllee TTrraaddee

All plants paying up to 22kgs for FQAS hoggets.

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy SShheeeepp PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

NNII LLaammbb // HHooggggeett SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

PRICES were generally stronger at the marts this week with
average prices generally ranging from 395-405p/kg, with the
odd exception.  In Ballymena on Wednesday, prices averaged

396p/kg, up 10p/kg from last week.  Meanwhile in Markethill on
Wednesday evening, an average price of 406p/kg was reported, up
from 389p/kg last week.  In several marts, top cull ewe prices ranged
from £110-120 during the week, also up on earlier levels.  

TThhiiss wweeeekk ’’ss mmaarrttss

DDeeaaddwweeiigghhtt SShheeeepp TTrraaddee

THIS week NI factories increased their sheep quotes to 440p/kg
following a few weeks of stability and in some cases uncertainty
when quotes were generally around 430p/kg.  Next week

further upward pressure is possible with some buyers suggesting
that quotes of 450p/kg are more likely.  That would be similar to
quotes in the same week last year when quotes of around 450p/kg
were available.  Last week’s sheep kill was around 5,000 head, eight
per cent lower than the previous week but about one third higher
than the kill in the same week last year.  

LLMMCC ddooeess nnoott gguuaarraanntteeee tthhee aaccccuurraaccyy oorr ccoommpplleetteenneessss ooff aannyy tthhiirrdd ppaarrttyy
iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn pprroovviiddeedd iinn oorr iinncclluuddeedd wwiitthh tthhiiss ppuubblliiccaattiioonn.. LLMMCC hheerreebbyy
ddiissccllaaiimmss aannyy rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy ffoorr eerrrroorr,, oommiissssiioonn oorr iinnaaccccuurraaccyy iinn tthhee
iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn,, mmiissiinntteerrpprreettaattiioonn oorr aannyy ootthheerr lloossss,, ddiissaappppooiinnttmmeenntt,,

nneegglliiggeennccee oorr ddaammaaggee ccaauusseedd bbyy rreelliiaannccee oonn tthhiirrdd ppaarrttyy iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn..

NNoott ffoorr ffuurrtthheerr ppuubblliiccaattiioonn oorr ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn wwiitthhoouutt pprriioorr ppeerrmmiissssiioonn
ffrroomm  LLMMCC

CATTLE TRADE

WEEKLY BEEF & LAMB MARKETS

MMoorree ddeettaaiilleedd iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn oonn pprriicceess aanndd eexxppllaannaattiioonnss ooff
tthheessee ttaabblleess aanndd cchhaarrttss aarree aavvaaiillaabbllee ffrroomm tthhee LLMMCC

TTeecchhnniiccaall DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt::
CCaallll 002288 99226633 33000000..

* Plus 8p/kg in-spec bonus where applicable.

RREEPPOORRTTEEDD HHOOGGGGEETT PPRRIICCEESS -- PP//KKGG

((PP//KKGG)) WW//EE
1188//0022//1122

WW//EE
2255//0022//1122

WW//EE
0033//0033//1122

NI Liveweight 391.8p 389.9p

NI Deadweight 418.1p 415.1p

GB Deadweight 442.2p 441.3p 440.1p

CCAATTTTLLEE QQUUOOTTEESS
((PP//KKGG DDWW)) TThhiiss WWeeeekk

0055//0033//1122
NNeexxtt WWeeeekk
1122//0033//1122

U-3 322 - 326p 324 - 326p
R-3 316 - 320p 318 - 320p
O+3 310 - 314p 312 - 314p
Cows 265 - 276p 270 - 280p

Note:  The table above shows prices for selected grades from the 15-point scale.
The table below merges grades down to the 5-point scale for comparison with GB
regions and ROI.  

LLAASSTT WWEEEEKK''SS NNII CCAATTTTLLEE PPRRIICCEESS -- PP//KKGG

W/E 03/03/12 Steers Heifers Young Bulls Cows

U-3= 332.8 338.7 325.2
U=3= 332.3 336.9 325.8 302.0
U=4= 326.9 330.3 302.0
R=3= 328.7 329.6 321.2 290.3
R=4= 325.3 327.5 292.9
O=3= 315.1 308.7 303.9 277.3
O+3= 328.2 323.9 311.7 288.9
O+4= 320.7 320.2 306.9 286.7
P+2= 294.4 301.5 290.0 240.6
P+3= 296.1 292.4 293.3 265.3

Average 323.5 324.3 311.8 252.1

SSHHEEEEPP QQUUOOTTEESS

((PP//KKGG DDWW)) TThhiiss WWeeeekk
0055//0033//1122

NNeexxtt WWeeeekk
1122//0033//1122

Hoggets 440p* 440-450p*

Notes:
(i)Prices are p/kg Sterling-ROI prices converted at 1 euro=84.09p Stg.
(ii) Shading indicates a lower price than the previous week. 

LLAASSTT WWEEEEKK''SS CCAATTTTLLEE PPRRIICCEESS ((UUKK // RROOII))
W/E

03/03/12 Scotland Northern 
England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England 

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers

U3 356.4 353.3 351.6 346.3 332.2 335.8
R3 348.9 342.5 340.7 337.8 330.0 325.8
R4 351.3 349.6 341.6 334.6 328.2 325.7
O3 339.9 323.2 322.2 311.9 317.6 311.0

Average 350.2 340.2 338.3 316.4 323.5 -

Heifers

U3 356.2 352.9 353.2 350.7 337.5 347.9
R3 348.1 341.1 340.6 335.2 332.0 335.9
R4 349.4 341.7 341.3 336.5 327.5 335.8
O3 334.9 324.4 325.6 315.3 318.3 319.9

Average 347.5 339.8 338.8 326.1 324.3 -

Young 
Bulls

U3 342.2 337.6 344.0 330.5 326.9 332.5
R3 334.5 328.9 331.0 325.4 320.3 323.7
O3 316.8 312.0 318.4 309.0 306.1 312.6

Average 327.2 317.6 315.9 307.7 311.8 -
Prime Cattle 

Price Reported 7054 6386 5526 4191 4700 -

Cows

O3 284.3 276.1 276.5 261.5 274.5 283.8
O4 286.0 278.9 273.5 261.0 277.6 285.1
P2 218.6 233.1 235.2 206.0 238.2 257.1
P3 245.4 259.6 251.5 231.5 259.2 279.0

LLAATTEESSTT SSHHEEEEPP MMAARRTTSS

From: 03/03/2012 
To:    09/03/2012 

HHooggggeettss ((PP//KKGG LLWW))
NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo AAvveerraaggee

Saturday Omagh 434 383 418 N/A
Monday Kilrea 530 390 415 406

Masserene 990 385 417 N/A
Tuesday Saintfield 435 392 430 400

Armoy 312 385 413 406
Rathfriland 311 381 425 403

Wednesday Ballymena 908 375 443 396
Enniskillen 565 372 423 388
Markethill 1050 386 435 406

Newtownstewart 230 380 434 396
Thursday Downpatrick 150 385 410 395



LLAATTEESSTT NNII BBEEEEFF MMAARRTTSS
FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee ((££//110000kkgg LLWW)) SSttoorree CCaattttllee ((££//110000kkgg LLWW)) DDrrooppppeedd CCaallvveess ((££//hheeaadd))

ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo
SStteeeerrss SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss uupp ttoo 440000kkgg CCoonnttiinneennttaall bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 195 209 1st quality 200 242
2nd quality 174 194 2nd quality 175 198 1st quality 295 340
Friesians 135 164 2nd quality 200 290

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss 440000kkgg--550000kkgg
HHeeiiffeerrss 1st quality 193 232 CCoonnttiinneennttaall hheeiiffeerr ccaallvveess
1st quality 192 209 2nd quality 170 192
2nd quality 170 191 1st quality 235 350

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss oovveerr 550000kkgg 2nd quality 150 230
BBeeeeff CCoowwss 1st quality 198 215

2nd quality 168 197 FFrriieessiiaann bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 150 195
2nd quality 120 149 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss uupp ttoo 445500kkgg 1st quality 132 210

1st quality 197 235 2nd quality 50 130
DDaaiirryy CCoowwss 2nd quality 170 196

HHoollsstteeiinn BBuullll CCaallvveess
1st quality 126 161 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss oovveerr 445500kkgg 10 185
2nd quality 100 125 1st quality 190 227

2nd quality 170 189
Taken from a sample of beef marts in the week ended 02/03/12

SHEEP TRADE

CCoonnttaacctt uuss:: 

WWeebbssiittee:: wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

TTeelleepphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33000000

FFaaxx:: 002288 99226633 33000011

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee:: 002288 99226633 33002244

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33001111 

CCoommmmeennttss:: bbuulllleettiinn@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm

THE cattle trade continued to improve this week with several
factories having lifted quotes for U-3 grade steers and heifers
last weekend to 324-326p/kg.  Some plants were persevering

with quotes of 322p/kg for steers.  Next week it is expected that
several factories will raise quotes again with all plants quoting at
least 324p/kg for steers for Monday.  Some factories tell us that
they will be quoting 326p/kg for steers while all factories are quoting
326p/kg for heifers.  Higher prices are clearly available and
producers should be pricing around given the pressure on supply. 

Last week’s reported prices showed that U3 steer prices were up by
2p/kg to 332p/kg.  U3 heifer prices averaged over 337p/kg up by
2.5p/kg since the previous week.  The cow trade was also improved
last week with the average price up by about 4.5p/kg.  Supplies of
prime cattle in NI continue to be tight.  Last week’s prime cattle kill
was 22 per cent lower than the same week last year with just 6,139
prime cattle slaughtered.  This was down from over 6,800 the week
before.  

The trade in GB and ROI was firm last week.  In Scotland U3 steer
prices were up by 2.5p/kg while in Northern England corresponding
prices were up by 4p/kg. In Southern England U3 steer prices were
down by 2.4p/kg.  U3 heifer prices were up right across GB last week
however.  In Scotland and Northern England U3 heifer prices were
up by 2p/kg while in the Midlands and Southern England
corresponding prices were also up by 3p/kg and 5p/kg respectively.
In ROI, U3 steer and heifer prices were up by 4p/kg and 6p/kg
respectively last week.  

NNII CClleeaann CCaattttllee SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy CClleeaann CCaattttllee PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))
DDeeaaddwweeiigghhtt CCaattttllee TTrraaddee

All plants paying up to 22kgs for FQAS hoggets.

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy SShheeeepp PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

NNII LLaammbb // HHooggggeett SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

PRICES were generally stronger at the marts this week with
average prices generally ranging from 395-405p/kg, with the
odd exception.  In Ballymena on Wednesday, prices averaged

396p/kg, up 10p/kg from last week.  Meanwhile in Markethill on
Wednesday evening, an average price of 406p/kg was reported, up
from 389p/kg last week.  In several marts, top cull ewe prices ranged
from £110-120 during the week, also up on earlier levels.  

TThhiiss wweeeekk ’’ss mmaarrttss

DDeeaaddwweeiigghhtt SShheeeepp TTrraaddee

THIS week NI factories increased their sheep quotes to 440p/kg
following a few weeks of stability and in some cases uncertainty
when quotes were generally around 430p/kg.  Next week

further upward pressure is possible with some buyers suggesting
that quotes of 450p/kg are more likely.  That would be similar to
quotes in the same week last year when quotes of around 450p/kg
were available.  Last week’s sheep kill was around 5,000 head, eight
per cent lower than the previous week but about one third higher
than the kill in the same week last year.  

LLMMCC ddooeess nnoott gguuaarraanntteeee tthhee aaccccuurraaccyy oorr ccoommpplleetteenneessss ooff aannyy tthhiirrdd ppaarrttyy
iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn pprroovviiddeedd iinn oorr iinncclluuddeedd wwiitthh tthhiiss ppuubblliiccaattiioonn.. LLMMCC hheerreebbyy
ddiissccllaaiimmss aannyy rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy ffoorr eerrrroorr,, oommiissssiioonn oorr iinnaaccccuurraaccyy iinn tthhee
iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn,, mmiissiinntteerrpprreettaattiioonn oorr aannyy ootthheerr lloossss,, ddiissaappppooiinnttmmeenntt,,

nneegglliiggeennccee oorr ddaammaaggee ccaauusseedd bbyy rreelliiaannccee oonn tthhiirrdd ppaarrttyy iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn..

NNoott ffoorr ffuurrtthheerr ppuubblliiccaattiioonn oorr ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn wwiitthhoouutt pprriioorr ppeerrmmiissssiioonn
ffrroomm  LLMMCC

CATTLE TRADE

WEEKLY BEEF & LAMB MARKETS

MMoorree ddeettaaiilleedd iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn oonn pprriicceess aanndd eexxppllaannaattiioonnss ooff
tthheessee ttaabblleess aanndd cchhaarrttss aarree aavvaaiillaabbllee ffrroomm tthhee LLMMCC

TTeecchhnniiccaall DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt::
CCaallll 002288 99226633 33000000..

* Plus 8p/kg in-spec bonus where applicable.

RREEPPOORRTTEEDD HHOOGGGGEETT PPRRIICCEESS -- PP//KKGG

((PP//KKGG)) WW//EE
1188//0022//1122

WW//EE
2255//0022//1122

WW//EE
0033//0033//1122

NI Liveweight 391.8p 389.9p

NI Deadweight 418.1p 415.1p

GB Deadweight 442.2p 441.3p 440.1p

CCAATTTTLLEE QQUUOOTTEESS
((PP//KKGG DDWW)) TThhiiss WWeeeekk

0055//0033//1122
NNeexxtt WWeeeekk
1122//0033//1122

U-3 322 - 326p 324 - 326p
R-3 316 - 320p 318 - 320p
O+3 310 - 314p 312 - 314p
Cows 265 - 276p 270 - 280p

Note:  The table above shows prices for selected grades from the 15-point scale.
The table below merges grades down to the 5-point scale for comparison with GB
regions and ROI.  

LLAASSTT WWEEEEKK''SS NNII CCAATTTTLLEE PPRRIICCEESS -- PP//KKGG

W/E 03/03/12 Steers Heifers Young Bulls Cows

U-3= 332.8 338.7 325.2
U=3= 332.3 336.9 325.8 302.0
U=4= 326.9 330.3 302.0
R=3= 328.7 329.6 321.2 290.3
R=4= 325.3 327.5 292.9
O=3= 315.1 308.7 303.9 277.3
O+3= 328.2 323.9 311.7 288.9
O+4= 320.7 320.2 306.9 286.7
P+2= 294.4 301.5 290.0 240.6
P+3= 296.1 292.4 293.3 265.3

Average 323.5 324.3 311.8 252.1

SSHHEEEEPP QQUUOOTTEESS

((PP//KKGG DDWW)) TThhiiss WWeeeekk
0055//0033//1122

NNeexxtt WWeeeekk
1122//0033//1122

Hoggets 440p* 440-450p*

Notes:
(i)Prices are p/kg Sterling-ROI prices converted at 1 euro=84.09p Stg.
(ii) Shading indicates a lower price than the previous week. 

LLAASSTT WWEEEEKK''SS CCAATTTTLLEE PPRRIICCEESS ((UUKK // RROOII))
W/E

03/03/12 Scotland Northern 
England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England 

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers

U3 356.4 353.3 351.6 346.3 332.2 335.8
R3 348.9 342.5 340.7 337.8 330.0 325.8
R4 351.3 349.6 341.6 334.6 328.2 325.7
O3 339.9 323.2 322.2 311.9 317.6 311.0

Average 350.2 340.2 338.3 316.4 323.5 -

Heifers

U3 356.2 352.9 353.2 350.7 337.5 347.9
R3 348.1 341.1 340.6 335.2 332.0 335.9
R4 349.4 341.7 341.3 336.5 327.5 335.8
O3 334.9 324.4 325.6 315.3 318.3 319.9

Average 347.5 339.8 338.8 326.1 324.3 -

Young 
Bulls

U3 342.2 337.6 344.0 330.5 326.9 332.5
R3 334.5 328.9 331.0 325.4 320.3 323.7
O3 316.8 312.0 318.4 309.0 306.1 312.6

Average 327.2 317.6 315.9 307.7 311.8 -
Prime Cattle 

Price Reported 7054 6386 5526 4191 4700 -

Cows

O3 284.3 276.1 276.5 261.5 274.5 283.8
O4 286.0 278.9 273.5 261.0 277.6 285.1
P2 218.6 233.1 235.2 206.0 238.2 257.1
P3 245.4 259.6 251.5 231.5 259.2 279.0

LLAATTEESSTT SSHHEEEEPP MMAARRTTSS

From: 03/03/2012 
To:    09/03/2012 

HHooggggeettss ((PP//KKGG LLWW))
NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo AAvveerraaggee

Saturday Omagh 434 383 418 N/A
Monday Kilrea 530 390 415 406

Masserene 990 385 417 N/A
Tuesday Saintfield 435 392 430 400

Armoy 312 385 413 406
Rathfriland 311 381 425 403

Wednesday Ballymena 908 375 443 396
Enniskillen 565 372 423 388
Markethill 1050 386 435 406

Newtownstewart 230 380 434 396
Thursday Downpatrick 150 385 410 395


