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reported prime cattle kill in Northern Ireland

for the period April to June 2015 were broadly
similar to the corresponding period in 2014
although there were some slight differences year
on year.

THE conformation scores achieved by the price

Steers

During the period under analysis 19.7 per cent of
the price reported NI steer kill achieved a U grade
compared to 23.3 per cent achieving a U grade in
the corresponding period in 2014. Meanwhile the
proportion of R grade carcases was almost
unchanged year on year and accounted for 39 per
cent of the NI steer kill in the 2015 period as
outlined in Table 1.

Meanwhile the proportion of O and P grade steer
carcases both recorded an increase year on year.
O grade steer carcases accounted for 31.1 per
cent of the NI steer kill in the 2015 period, a 2.2
percentage point increase on the corresponding
period in 2014. P grade steer carcases accounted
for 9.9 per cent of the price reported NI steer kill in
the 2015 period, a 1.1 percentage point increase
on the previous year.

This increase in the proportion of O and P grade
carcases in the slaughter mix has been driven by
an increase in the proportion of steers sourced
from the dairy herd. Changes in market demands
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have resulted in a drop in demand for bull beef and
as a result more dairy origin male cattle are being
finished as steers instead of young bulls.

In the 2015 period 36.3 per cent of the price
reported NI steer kill were sourced from the dairy
herd, a 2.8 percentage point increase from the
corresponding period in 2014 when 33.5 per cent
of the steer kill were of dairy origin. Meanwhile the
proportion of suckler origin steers accounted for
63.7 per cent of the price reported NI steer kill in
the 2015 period compared to 66.5 per cent of the
steer kill in the 2014 period.

While there has been an increase in the dairy
influence in the NI steer kill the average price
reported steer carcase weight was unchanged
between the two periods at 351kg. The increased
dairy influence on the NI steer kill has been
counteracted by an increase in the dairy origin
steer carcase weight from 318kg in the 2014
period to 324kg in the 2015 period. Meanwhile the
carcase weight of suckler origin steers was
unchanged year on year at 367kg.

Heifers

Analysis of the price reported heifer kill in NI has
indicated a slight increase in the proportion of U
grade heifer carcases year on year as indicated in
Table 2. In the 2014 period 18.6 per cent of price
reported heifers were awarded a U grade and this
increased by half a percentage point to account for
19.1 per cent of the price reported heifer kill in the
2015 period.

Meanwhile the proportion of R grade heifer
carcases declined from 52.6 per cent of the price
reported kill in the 2014 period to 50.9 per cent in
the 2015 period. The proportion of O grade
carcases was unchanged year on year and
accounted for 25.5 per cent of the price reported
heifer kill in the 2015 period. P grade carcases
accounted for 4.4 per cent of the price reported
heifer kill in the 2015 period, a 1.3 percentage
point increase from the 2014 period.

The proportion of the NI heifer kill sourced from
the dairy herd increased by two percentage points
from 24.1 per cent in the 2014 period to 26.1 per
cent in the 2015 period and this may be one
reason behind the increase in the proportion of P
grade carcases in the slaughter mix.

The average price reported heifer carcase weight
during April-June 2015 was 319kg, a 7kg increase
from the corresponding period in 2014. The
average carcase weight of heifers sourced from the
dairy herd was 299kg in the 2015 period, an
increase of 5kg from the same period in 2014.
Meanwhile the average carcase weight of suckler
origin heifers increased from 317kg in the 2014
period to 326kg in the 2015 period.

Young Bulls

As outlined above changes to market requirements
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Figure 1: Proportion of the NI prime cattle kill sourced from the dairy herd by type during April-June

2014 and 2015
&0.0% 56.5%
2014 L
00N
300%
40.0% I6.3%
33.5%
30.0%
I0.1% 26.1%
0%
10.0%
ooM y
Sraars Heifars Young Buills

Year

0.4% 23.3%

0.3% 19.7%

Table 1: Conformation of the NI steer kill April-June 2014 and 2015

38.6% 28.9% 8.8%

39.0% 31.1% 9.9%

Table 2: Conformation of the NI heifer kill April-June 2014 and 2015

0.1% 18.6%

0.1% 19.1%

52.6% 25.6%

50.9% 25.5%

Table 3: Conformation of the NI young bull kill April-June 2014 and 2015

22.4%

20.8%

have resulted in a decline in the proportion of
young bulls in the NI slaughter mix. There has also
been a general downward shift in the conformation
scores of the young bulls slaughtered as indicated
in Table 3.

In the 2015 period U grade young bulls accounted
for 20.8 per cent of the price reported young bull
kill compared to 22.4 per cent in the 2014 period.
The proportion of R grade carcases also declined
and accounted for 21.8 per cent of carcases in the
2015 period compared to 25.3 per cent in the
2014 period.

O grade carcases accounted for 32.4 per cent of
young bull carcases in the 2014 period and this
increased by 3.2 percentage points to 35.6 per
cent in the 2015 period. The proportion of P grade
carcases increased from 18.2 per cent in the 2014
period to 19.9 per cent in the 2015 period.

Answerphone Service
Factory Quotes &
Mart Results
Updated 5pm Daily

Tel: 028 9263 3011

25.3% 32.4%

21.8% 35.6%

While there has been an overall decline in the
proportion and number of young bulls in the NI
slaughter mix there has also been a change to the
source of the young bulls killed in the 2015 period
when compared to year earlier levels. In the 2014
period 50 per cent of the young bull kill in NI was
sourced from both the dairy and suckler herds.
However in 2015 56.5 per cent of the young bull
kill was sourced from the dairy herd with the other
43.5 per cent sourced from the suckler herd. This
will have been one factor behind the downward
movement in the overall conformation scores.

While there has been a general downward shift in
conformation scores the average young bull
carcase weight increased from 312kg in the 2014
period to 315kg in the 2015 period. This increase
was driven by an 11kg increase in dairy origin
carcases year on year to 275kg in the 2015 period
and a 7kg increase in suckler origin carcases to
367kg in the 2015 period.
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WEEKLY BEEF & LAMB MARKETS H (@
Deadweight Cattle Trade

ASE quotes from the major processors for in spec U-3 grade prime W/E North Ren of Northern | Mid
. . . . orthern ep O orthern lalanas
NI FACTORY QUOTES FOR CATTLE cattle were in the region of 34Qp/kg t!’]IS week with quotes early 11/07/2015 | Ireland | Irefand Scotland England | & Wales
- next week expected to remain similar. Quotes from the NI
(P/KG DW) Ig'sov_\,’eils‘ g(e)no\évefg processors for good quality 0+3 grade cows this week ranged from 240- U3 3499 3092 3789 3636 3638 3650 3683
/01/ /01/ 264p/kg with the majority of processors quoting at the upper end of this R3 346.0 300.6 3727 3604 3539 3546 3612
Prime scale. Similar quotes are expected for early next week. Steers R4 3415 3005 3765 3670 356.0 356.8 365.8
U-3 340p 340p o _ o 03 3316 2866 3557 3380 3312 3304 3395
R-3 334p 334p The p!ants have repor'ted aslight |'mprovemen.t in the availability of cattle AVG 3366 3720 | 3566 | 3433 | 3430 | 3554
0+3 308 308 for prime slaughter with 5,508 prime cattle killed in NI plants last week. U3 =S 365 | 3709 | 3712 BEEEE sscs |37l
P P This was a slight increase on the previous week and the highest weekly ’ ’ ' ’ ' ' '
Including bonus where applicable throughput since the first week of June this year. Cow throughput in the _ RS Dibdl| 3086 | 3757 | 3571 | 3546 | 3559 |3620
NI plants last week totalled 1,763 head, an increase of 237 head from the | Heifers R4 3420 3070 3762  359.8 3540 3513 3624
Cows previous week and was the highest weekly throughput of cows since late 03 3331 2945 3525 3405 3300 3302 3399
0+3 & better 240 - 264p 240 - 264p January this year. AVG 338.9 373.3 356.0 3426 3410 356.2
Steakers 140 - 170p 140 - 170p . . u3 341.8 3051 3763 3499 359.1 360.6 359.8
Imports of prime cattle for direct slaughter from ROl last week totalled | young R3 339.8 2972 369.3 333.0 3476 3476 3457
Blues 120-130p 120-130p 425 head, a reduction of 176 head from the previous week when 601 Bulls 03 3230 2813 3355 3042 3173 3180 315.8
Cow quotes vary depending on weight and grade. prime cattle were imported for direct slaughter. A total of 115 cows were AVG 3317 3632 3298 3411 3419 3412
Pricing policies vary from plant to plant. Producers are advised to also imported from ROI for direct slaughter in NI plants while 115 cows Prime Cattle
check pricing policies before presenting cattle for slaughter. were exported from NI for direct slaughter in ROl plants. The trade Price Reported /2% 6901 6703 6067 4406 24077
bgtween NI and G.B for cattle for direct slaughter remams small with 75 03 565.6 | 2580 | o714 | 2662 | 2574 | 255.4 | 264.6
REPORTED NI CATTLE PRICES - P/KG prime cattle and six cows exported from NI for slaughter in GB plants last 04 2711 | 2594 | 2751 | 2653 | 2582 | 2561 BEE
week while 65 cows were exported from GB for slaughter in NI plants. : ’ ’ ’ ’ ' ’
Cows P2 2187 2288 2112 2241 2148 2118 2148
W/E 11/07/15 NI The deadweight cattle trade has improved in line with the improvement P3 [NZ854f 2534 | 2828 | 2495 | 2241 [RIS2:68) 233.2
in base quotes from the processors in recent weeks. The average steer AVG 252.6 255.7 2485 2272  226.7 240.7
u3 349.2 351.3 341.8 price in NI last week was 336.6p/kg, an increase of 2p/kg from the  notes: (i) Prices are p/kg SterlingROI prices converted at 1 euro=71.42p Stg
previous week. Meanwhile the R3 steer price in NI last week was (ii) Shading indicates a lower price than the previous week.
R3 345.5 345.2 339.8 346p/kg, an increase of 2.8p/kg from the previous week and this takes (iii) AVG is the average of all grades in the category, not just those listed
it to its highest level since late March 2015. The average heifer price in
0+3 3373 338.6 328.0

*Prices exclude AA, HER and Organic cattle

REPORTED COW PRICES NI - P/KG

w/e

Wgt | Wgt220- | Wgt 250-
11/07/15| <220kg | 250kg | 280kg

wet
>280kg

NI last week was 338.9p/kg, up half a penny from the previous week,
while the R3 heifer price was unchanged at 345.4p/kg. The trade for
young bulls improved in NI last week with the average price up by 5.7p/kg
to 331.7p/kg while the R3 young bull price increased by 4.4p/kg to
339.8p/kg.

In GB last week there was also a general improvement in the deadweight
cattle trade with reports indicating that prime cattle numbers remain

steady. The improvement in the average R3 heifer price in GB has widened
the differential between NI and GB to 16.6p/kg which is the equivalent of
£53 on a 320kg carcase.

The average cow price in NI last week was up 1.7p/kg to 252.6p/kg which
was 11.9p/kg higher than the GB average price. The 03 cow price in NI
last week was unchanged at 265.6p/kg and was very close to the GB
average price of 264.6p/kg. The highest 03 cow price in the UK was in

tight. The average steer price in GB last week was up 4.3p/kg to Scotland where it was 271.4p/kg. Meanwhile in ROl last week the O3 cow
P1 150.7 163.4 180.3 1914 355.1p/kg with all the GB regions recording increases in average prices price was up the equivalent of 1.2p/kg to 258p/kg, 7.6p/kg below the
of 4-5p/kg. The R3 steer price in GB followed a similar trend with the GB  equivalent price in NI.
P2 1r9.2 204.3 215.9 229.5 average up by 4.8p/kg to 361.2p/kg and all regions recording an
increase in reported prices. This puts the differential in R3 steer prices The deadweight cattle trade in ROl last week was similar in euro terms but
P3 182.9 187.6 2381 250.0 between NI and the GB average at 15.2p/kg, the widest recorded a slight improvement in the value of the euro meant prices were up in
differential since early October 2014. sterling terms. The R3 steer price in ROI last week was up the equivalent
03 - 2540 | 2535 | 2672 of 2.7p/kg to 300.6p/kg while the R3 heifer price was up by 1.9p/kg to
The average heifer price in GB last week was up 4.9p/kg to 356.2p/kg 308.6p/kg. This puts the differential between ROl and NI at 45.4p/kg for
04 } 2621 2716 while the average R3 heifer price was up by 4.2p/kg to 362.0p/kg. Strong  R3 grade steers and 36.8p/kg for R3 grade heifers.
increases in R3 heifer prices were recorded in Scotland and Southern
R3 B B 202.6 England while the trade in the Midlands and Northern England remained

SHEEP TRADE

SHEEP QUOTES expected for early next week. Throughput in the NI plants has  |Finished Cattle (p/kg)
- contlinued to increase in line with normal seasonal trends with lamb 102 | 221 | 32 1 101 | 1
(P/Kg DW) Ig'sov;’ei; ggxt)\yelels‘ throughput last week totalling 12,587 head. The average lamb carcase Steers 9 00 70 ° 80
U v weight in NI last week was 21.2kg. Exports of lambs to ROI for direct | Friesians 154 167 160 129 145 138
slaughter last week also increased and totalled 4,780 head. This was the | Heifers 193 220 203 165 192 178
Lambs 320-325>21kg  320-325>21kg | pighest weekly export since early April 2015. The deadweight lamb price Boof Cows 145 | 188 | 160 | 100 | 144 | 122
in NI last week was 320.4p/kg, an increase of 12.6p/kg from the previous :
week. The deadweight trade in ROI also improved last week and the | Dairy Cows 108 | 133 117 65 107 85
REPORTED SHEEP PRICES average lamb price was the equivalent of 323.6p/kg. Store Cattle (p/kg)

Figure 2: NI sheep slaughterings January 2013- July 2015 Bullocks up to 400kg 203 240 214 160 202 180
(P/KG) W/E W/E W/E 16 4 —0T — 1 — Bullocks 400kg - 500kg 191 197 195 160 190 175
27/06/15 | 04/07/15 | 11/07/15 | Bullocks over 500kg 193 207 198 158 186 172
NI Lambs L/W 288.3 281.9 2071 1z Heifers up to 450kg 204 230 214 155 200 176
; an Heifers over 450kg 200 225 213 150 198 175

NI Lambs D/W 324.1 307.8 320.4 i Dropped Calves (£/head)

B
] Continental Bulls 280 362 320 180 278 230
GBLambs D/W  384.9 349.3 346.5 A Continental Heifers 260 395 300 120 258 190
4 Friesian Bulls 170 285 200 50 168 100
ROID/W 334.8 3119 3236 z | Holstein Bulls 70 185 120 4 68 40
J fal L] .. d J g = [d] 1 b

Contact us:

Website: www.Imcni.com

Telephone: 028 9263 3000
Fax: 028 9263 3001

FQAS Helpline: 028 9263 3024
Answerphone: 028 9263 3011

Comments: bulletin@Imcni.com

Deadweight Sheep Trade

UOTES from the NI plants this week for R3 grade lambs ranged from
320-325p/kg with plants paying up to 21kg. Similar quotes are
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