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CARCASE CONFORMATION UPDATE QUARTER 3

NALYSIS of the price reported
Aprime cattle Kill in NI during the

last quarter has indicated some
slight changes in the conformation
scores achieved when compared to the
corresponding period in 2013. It is also
worth noting that there have been key
changes to the proportion of steers and
young bulls in the NI slaughter mix year
on year.

Steers

In the third quarter of 2014 51 per cent
of the total prime cattle kill were steers
compared to 42 per cent in the
corresponding period in 2013 as
indicated in Figure 1. This notable
increase in the proportion of steers in
the prime cattle kill has been driven by
market demands.

During the third quarter of 2014 19.6
per cent of price reported steers
achieved a U grade for conformation,
similar to the corresponding period in
2013. Meanwhile the proportion of the
price reported steer Kill achieving an R
grade decreased by 2.2 percentage
points to 37.5 per cent in the 2014
period when compared to year earlier
levels.

Combined O and P grading steers
accounted for 42.6 per cent of the price
reported steer kill during the 2014
period compared to 40.6 in the
corresponding period in 2013. This
increase in the proportion of O and P
grading steer carcases may be due to
the slight increase in the proportion of
steers with dairy dams in the slaughter
mix. In the 2014 period 37.8 per cent of
price reported steers were sourced from
the dairy herd compared to 35.4 per
cent in the corresponding period in
2013.

There has also been an increase in
average steer carcase weights year on
year. The average carcase weight for
dairy origin steers increased by 9kg to
315kg in the 2014 period (+ 3 per
cent). Meanwhile the average carcase
weight of suckler origin steers increased
by 6kg to 361kg in the 2014 period
(+1.7 per cent). These increases are
most likely due to the good grass growth
recorded this summer which helped to
improve animal performance.

Heifers

Heifers accounted for 35 per cent of the
prime cattle kill during the third quarter
of 2014, a slight increase from the 34
per cent of the kill in the same period in
2013. Between the two periods there
was a general improvement in the
conformation scores achieved by the
price reported heifer Kill.

In the third quarter of 2014 17.3 per
cent of the heifer kill achieved a U grade
compared to 13.9 per cent in the
corresponding period in 2013. This
accounts for a 3.4 percentage point
increase year on year. The proportion
of heifers achieving an R grade
recorded a slight increase year on year
to account for 51 per cent of price
reported heifers in the 2014 period.

Meanwhile the proportion of heifer
carcases awarded O and P grades
decreased from 36.4 per cent in the
2013 period to 31.7 per cent in the
2014 period. This decline of O and P
grade heifers by 4.7 percentage points
indicates a general improvement in the
carcase conformation of heifers year on
year.

To coincide with the improvement in
conformation scores there was also an

increase in the average heifer carcase
weight year on year. In the 2014 period
the average price reported heifer
carcase weight was 311kg, an increase
of 9kg from the 302kg recorded in the
corresponding period in 2013.

Young Bulls
Young bulls accounted for 14 per cent
of the prime cattle kill in NI during the
last quarter compared to 24 per cent in
the corresponding period in 2013.
While there has been an overall
reduction in the number of young bulls
coming forward for slaughter analysis of
the price reporting has indicated that
the proportion sourced from the dairy
and suckler herds remains evenly split.

In the 2014 period there was a general
improvement in the conformation
scores of young bulls sourced from the
suckler herd. U grading young bulls
accounted for 42.6 per cent of the
suckler origin young bull kill compared
to 38.8 per cent in the 2013 period.
This accounts for a 3.8 percentage
point increase year on yeatr.

Meanwhile the proportion of suckler
origin young bulls achieving an R grade
was back 2.7 percentage points to 42.2
per cent while the proportion of O
grading young bulls decreased by 1.8
percentage points to account for 10 per
cent of the suckler origin young bull Kill.

This general improvement in the
conformation scores achieved may be
an indication of an improvement in the
quality of suckler origin animals being
finished as young bulls with less well
conformed animals being castrated and
killed as steers.

If we consider the conformation scores

of young bulls sourced from the dairy
herd they were fairly similar year on
year. During the 2014 period 90.9 per
cent of dairy origin young bulls
(including veal and rose veal) were
awarded an O or P grade for
conformation compared to 89.8 per
cent in the corresponding period in
2013.

There was however a slight decrease in
the proportion of dairy origin bulls that
achieved an R grade at point of
slaughter. In the 2013 period R grading
young bulls accounted for 8 per cent of
the dairy origin young bull kill compared
to 9.3 per cent in the 2013 period.

Figure 1: Proportion of steers, heifers and young bulls in the NI prime cattle

slaughter mix during Q3 2013/2014.
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Table 1: Conformation analysis of NI price reported heifer kill Q3 2014

2013

2014

0.2% 13.9%

0.1% 17.3%

49.6% 31.6% 4.8%

51.0% 27.4% 4.3%

Table 2: Conformation analysis of NI price reported steer kill Q3 2014

0.3%

19.4%

19.6%

39.7% 29.2% 11.4%

37.5% 30.9% 11.7%



GB DEADWEIGHT CATTLE PRICES
STRONGEST IN EUROPE

summary of developments in farmgate prices

across key EU markets. EU countries are ranked in
terms of their R3 heifer price which provides a good
indicator of the trade across the EU

THE EU cattle prices league table provides a useful

In the week ending 21 September 2014 the average R3
heifer price in the EU was 384.6¢/kg, up 3.9c/kg from
380.7c/kg in the week ending 24 August 2014. The
value of the euro against sterling fell slightly to €1=
79.3p in the week ending 21 September 2014.

GB has retained top spot in the EU league table with an
equivalent R3 heifer price of 443.7c/kg. This is an
increase of 19.5c/kg from the week ending 24 August
2014. This strong increase in the GB R3 heifer price saw
the GB/EU price differential widen from 43.5¢/kg in the
week ending 24 August 2014 to 59.1c/kg in the week
ending 21 September 2014.

Meanwhile in NI in the week ending 21 September 2014
the R3 heifer price in NI was the equivalent of
413.7¢c/kg, up 10.9¢c/kg from 402.8c/kg in the week
ending 24 August 2014. The put the NI R3 heifer price
29.1c/kg higher than the EU average in the week ending
21 September 2014 compared to 22.1c/kg in the week
ending 24 August 2014. This increase in the R3 heifer
price moved it up one position on the league table to
second place.

While prices in GB and NI have shown strong increases
in euro terms prices in ROl have recorded a slight
decline. In the week ending 21 September 2014 the R3
heifer price was 356.6¢/kg, down 2.6¢/kg from the
359.1c/kg paid in the week ending 24 August 2014.
This moved it down one position on the league table to
tenth position. The ROI price in the week ending 21
September 2014 was 28.0c/kg below the EU average
price and 57.1c/kg lower than the equivalent price in
NI.

FQAS Helpline

If you have had a recent inspection
and need help and advice to rectify

any non-conformances, contact the
FQAS helpline:
028 9263 3024

EU Deadweight Cattle Prices - Heifers R3 Equivalent (€ Cents)

Price last Mth
(w/e 24.08.14)

Position last | Position this Price this Mth | Change on

SR (w/e 21.09.14) | Mth (cents)

1 Great Britain 424.2 4437
_— Northern Ireland 402.8 413.7 +10.9
4 | 3 | Italy 398.8 4121 +13.2
2 | 4 France 409.0 409.0 +0.0
11 | 5 | Sweden 355.6 404.1 +48.5
G Luxembourg 397.7 398.5 +0.8
“_ Germany 369.7 373.7 +4.0
7 | 8 | Spain 368.1 3715 +3.3
8 | 9 | Austria 359.2 360.2 +1.0
9 | 10 | Ireland 359.1 356.6 2.6
10 | 11 Denmark 356.0 350.2 5.8
12 | 12| Belgium 340.5 3375 3.0
13 | 13 | Slovenia 3334 3335 +0.2
14 | 14| Poland 3017 298.1 3.6
B Czech Republic 263.8 273.2 +9.4
16 | 16 | Lithuania 213.1 214.2 +1.2

Official prices reported to the EC Dressing Specification

Text Service
Free Price Quotes sent to your mobile
phone weekly

Answerphone Service
Factory Quotes &
Mart Results
Updated 5pm Daily

Email - bulletin@Imcni.com

Tel: 028 9263 3011 Tel: 028 9263 3000




Deadweight Cattle Trade
CA LE TRADE UOTES from the plants this week for U-3 grade steers and heifers WEE DEADWEIGHT LE PRICES (UK/ROI)
NI FA RY OUOTES FOR CATTLE ranged from 336-350p/kg across the major plants. With such a W/E Northern| Rep of Northern | Midlands | Southern
range in base quotes producers are encouraged to shop around 27/09/2014 | Ireland | Ireland Scotiand England | & Wales | England
(P/KG DW) This Week Next Week to efsure they get the best possible deal for their catt.le. Quotes .for. 0+3 U3 3308 2854 3783 3575 3572 3551 363.1
01/10/14 06/10/14 grade cows this week ranged from 235-264p/kg with the majority of 3 13307 okl 327 | 3187 BECCEEESTE 559
Prime plants quoting 255-264p/kg. Similar quotes are expected for early next | gieers R4 3089 2753 3744 3618 346.4 3432 359.7
U-3 336-350p 336-350p week. 03 3161 2509 3556 3282 3195 3184 3319
AVG 318.2 370.8 3497 3359 330.7 3492
R-3 330-344p 330-344p Imports of prime cattle from ROI for direct slaughter in NI plants last week U3 3342 2925 3817 3586 3579 3573 3653
0+3 324-338p 324-338p totalled 892 head compared to 921 imported the previous week. The R3 3308 2817 3727 3480 3460 3424 353.9
Including bonus where applicable number of cows imported for direct s_Iaughter last week t(?talled 125 head Heifers R4 3291 2792 3744 3538 3461 3412 3562
compared to 180 imported the previous week. Meanwhile exports to GB 03 3034 2664 3507 3376 3267 323.6 336.8
Cows last v_veek for direct §Iaughter were fairly similar to the previous week and AVG 3051 3713  349.6 3414 3332 3515
0+3 & better 235-264p 235-264p c<f)n3|§ted of 284 ptrrl]me cattkle an? ét8 cowst.t;I'hella)reT h;ve als? kzje;an re[,)\l(ir;cs U3 319.2 2806 373.7 3340 3503 3570 3507
of an increase in the number of store cattle being exported from (o} Young  R3 315.7 2741 3599 3267 3323 3313 3337
Steakers 140-170p 140-170p GB for further production in recent weeks. Provisional figures have | Buls 03 2881 2530 3231 2960 3068 3086 3068
Blues 120-130p 120-130p indicated that 1,400 head were exported in the four weeks ending 28 AG 3022 3458 323.6 3286 3165 3273
September. '
Pzgssgﬁz , 4323 6376 5672 5499 3797 21344
REPORTED NI CATTLE PRICES - P/KG The average steer price in NI last week was back half a penny to 03 2479 23441 2524 243.8 2535 241.6 246.8
318.2p/kg with the R3 steer price increasing by 1.8p/kg to 330.7p/kg. 04 2532 2351 2578 2453 2532 2430 249.2
W/E 27/09/14 Meanwhile the average heifer price in NI last week increased by 2.7p/kg Cows P2 2081 2057 186.7 2011 2054 1861 1921
to 325.1p/kg and the R3 heifer price increased by 1p/kg to 330.8p/keg. P3 230.1 226.0 2183 2253 2213 211.0 219.3
U3 330.1 334.1 318.6 This is the fourth successive week in which the NI R3 heifer price has AVG 2238 2427 2218 2380 2053 2248
R3 3277 3290 315.0 increased and takes |.t to. its highest level since late May this year. The Notes: (1) Prices are py/kg Sterling ROI prices converted at 1 euro=78.32p Stg
average young bull price in NI last week was 302.2p/kg, down 1.3p/kg (i) Shading indicates a lower price than the previous week.
0+3 318.9 320.6 299.7 from the previous week while the R3 price for young bulls was 315.7p/kg, (iii) AVG is the average of all grades in the category, not just those listed

*Prices exclude AA, HER and Organic cattle

REPORTED COW PRICES NI - P/KG

oy S| e st 191 208 198 160 190 185
eers
A | I A A >280kg Meanwhile in the Midlands and Southern England average steer prices Friesian 140 170 150 122 137 130
p1 140.9 1461 159.5 174.5 were back in the region of a penny to 335.9p/kg and 330.7p/kg. The '?S'a s
P2 166.6 186.8 204.2 219.9 heifer trade in GB was generally more positive with the average heifer | Heifers 190 200 194 150 189 174
' ' - ' price up by 1.5p/kg to 351.5p/kg. Increases in the region of 2p/kg were Beef Cows 138 196 153 107 137 122
P3 210.0 2211 O 2318 recorded in Scotland, Northern England and Southern England while the Dairy Cows 100 130 110 65 99 85
03 - 211.6 2471 249.8 average heifer price was back by 2p/kg in the Midlands. Store Cattle (p/kg)
04 - 248.0 241.4 253.6
R3 . 245.0 269.9 The differential between R3 steer prices in Nl and GB last week was Bullocks up to 400kg 200 | 217 | 208 | 160 | 199 | 175
: 23.2p/kg which equates to £76 on a 330kg carcase. However the |Bullocks 400kg - 500kg 212 237 220 170 211 190

COMMODITY PRICE

back 6.4p/kg from the previous week.

In GB last week the average steer price was up marginally to 349.2p/kg
although there was some variation in the trade across the regions. In
Scotland and Northern England average steer prices recorded increases
in the region of a penny to 370.8p/kg and 349.7p/kg respectively.

differential between NIl and GB has been narrowing in recent weeks with
the differential in R3 steer prices three weeks previously 30p/kg or £99
on a 330kg carcase.

WEEKLY BEEF & LAMB MARKETS H (@

LATEST LIVEWEIGHT CATTLE MART PRICES NI
[ isQATY | 2dQUA

Finished Cattle (p/kg)

200 217
209

206 160 199 180
200 155 189 178

Bullocks over 500kg
Heifers up to 450kg 190

W/E Price (£) per tonne / 9% Heifers over 450kg 200 215 207 150 199 175
27/09/14 1000iitre weekly change In euro terms the trade in ROI has been fairly stable but a drop in the Drop‘ped Calves (£/head)

Barley 197,00 n/c value of euro against sterling has reduced prices in sterling terms. The R3 | Continental Bulls 280 385 320 130 278 205

' steer price in ROI last week was the equivalent of 277p/kg, down 3.4p/kg Continental Heifers 170 320 245 100 168 140

Wheat 126.00 n/c from the previous week and puts the differential with Nl at 53.7p/kg. The | Friesian Bulls 80 140 110 20 78 50

Straw 13.50 R3 heifer price in ROl last week was the equivalent of 281.7p/kg, back ||\ ein Bulls 60 140 80 1 58 25

2.6p/kg from the previous week and 49.1p/kg lower than the price in NI.




(5,33 M|;¥.\»] W Deadweight Sheep Trade
_ THE deadweight sheep trade in NI has remained fairly steady with LATEST SHEEP MARTS
quotes from the plants of 340p/kg up to 22kg across the plants.
LAMB QUOTES Good supplies of lambs have been reported to meet demand with From: 27/09/14 Lambs (P/KG LW)
11,134 lambs killed in NI plants last week. This was a reduction of 1,370
[0}

(P/Kg DW) This Week Next Week head from the previous week when 12,504 lambs were killed. Exports of To: 03/10/14 “
01/10/14 06/10/14 sheep to ROI for direct slaughter last week totalled 9,127 head, a
reduction of 633 head from the previous week when 9,760 sheep were Saturday Swatragh 1100 294 320 -
Lambs 340p>22kg 340p>22kg exported. The deagweight Igmlg price in NI last week increased by 5.1p/kg
to 339.5p/kg while the price in GB came back 3.1p/kg to 353.9p/kg. Omagh 1683 312 378 -
Meanwhile in ROl lamb price was back the equivalent of 3.5p/kg to
i i inei Monda: Massereene 1526 305 336 -
REPORTED LAMB PRICES - P/KG 331..7p/kg. Th|s can be attributed to a decline in the value of the euro y
against sterling.
. Kil 608 306 339 -
This Week’s Marts frea
(P/KG DW) 13/\’&514 20/\%/9514 27%/9514 similar trade to previous weeks was reported across many of the Tuesday Saintfield 1157 206 359 -
marts this week with good numbers of lambs passing through the
. . sale rings. In Kilrea on Monday 608 lambs sold from 306-339p/kg Rathfriland 1406 304 364 319
NI Liveweight 3023 311.5 314.0 compared to 530 lambs last week selling from 300-328p/kg. In
) Rathfriland on Tuesday a good entry of 1,406 lambs were sold to an Wednesday Ballymena 2557 285 348 303
NI Deadweight 336.0 334.4 339.5 average of 319p/kg compared to 1,200 lambs last week selling to an
) average of 326p/kg. In Ballymena on Wednesday a similar trade to last Enniskillen 476 310 345 -
ROI Deadweight 3372 335.2 3317 week saw a large entry of 2,557 lambs sold to an average of 303p/kg. A
: firm trade for good quality cull ewes has continued with top prices Markethill 1250 290 330 307
GB Deadweight 356.6 3570 353.9 generally ranging from £80-90 across the marts.

Contact us: FQAS Helpline: 028 9263 3024 LMC does not guarantee the accuracy or completeness of any third party information
provided in or included with this publication. LMC hereby disclaims any responsibility
Website: www.Imcni.com Answerphone: 028 9263 3011 for error, omission or inaccuracy in the information, misinterpretation or any other
loss, disappointment, negligence or damage caused by reliance on third party
information.
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