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Colin Smith appointed as Livestock and Meat Commission Chief Executive  

 

THE Livestock and Meat Commission (LMC) is pleased to announce that, following an open 
competition, Colin Smith has been appointed as Chief Executive.  

Colin previously headed up the Commission’s Industry Development team and was appointed 
to the substantive role of Chief Executive on 19th February 2024. Prior to this appointment 
Colin acted as Interim Chief Executive for over four months, following the departure of his 
predecessor.  

As a BSc Hons Agriculture graduate from the University of Newcastle Upon Tyne, Colin has 
accumulated significant experience within the agriculture industry to date. Colin began his 
career as a Senior Policy Officer for the Ulster Farmers’ Union before moving to LMC in 2012. 
As a member of LMC’s senior management team, over the last 12 years he has managed a 
range of portfolios within LMC, including the education programme, marketing activities, 
Farm Quality Assurance Scheme and the broader industry development remit.  

Commenting on the appointment LMC Chairman Joe Stewart said, “The Commission launched 
a rigorous recruitment process at the end of 2023, and we are pleased to announce that this 
culminated with the appointment of Colin Smith to the position of Chief Executive.  
 
“For over a decade Colin has worked at the heart of the Commission’s business 
activities.  With vast experience of working within the agriculture industry, and an in depth 
understanding of the Commission’s portfolio of work, Colin’s expertise will be invaluable in 
leading the Commission in the delivery of its wide-ranging business activities.  
 
“On behalf of the LMC Board and staff team I wish to take this opportunity to congratulate 
Colin on his new role and wish him every success.” 
 
Colin said, “I am delighted to have been appointed as Chief Executive and look forward to 
building further upon the positive reputation LMC has as a trusted organisation working on 
behalf of the beef and sheep industry and supply chain partners in Northern Ireland. This is a 
pivotal time for LMC as we work with stakeholders to develop a new strategic plan which will 
set wheels in motion for business activities over the next three years.  

“It is a decisive time for agriculture too, we are entering a new legislative landscape for both 
climate change and future agricultural policy in Northern Ireland.  There are over 18,000 beef 
and sheep farmers at the heart of the agricultural sector that must have a sustainable income 
to deliver the high-quality local produce enjoyed by millions of consumers globally. LMC will 
continue to ensure that our world leading produce continues to gain the recognition it 
deserves and market access we require.   

“I believe there are very real opportunities to work collaboratively with industry stakeholders 
to create a sustainable and profitable future for our sector and in doing so continue to 



 

 

strongly champion Northern Ireland Farm Quality Assured beef and lamb at every 
opportunity.” 
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001 – LMC chief executive, Colin Smith  

 

 

Notes to Editor  

The Livestock and Meat Commission may take photographs and videos at announcements 
and events to publicise its work. Photographs, interviews, videos or other recordings may be 
issued to media organisations for publicity purposes or used in promotional material, 
including in publications, newspapers, magazines, other print media, on television, radio and 
electronic media (including social media and the internet). Photographs and videos will also 
be stored on LMC’s internal records management system. LMC will keep the photographs and 
recordings for no longer than is necessary for the purposes for which they have been 
obtained. LMC’s Privacy Policy is available on our website. 

For more information contact LMC on: 028 9263 3000 
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