
LMC Farm Liaison Officer Terry White will be present at the locations 

outlined to assist with scheme queries and offer advice. 

FQAS Helpline: 028 9263 3024.

FQAS MART DATES NOVEMBER 2025

Swatragh – Monday 3rd; Saintfield – Wednesday 5th;

Draperstown – Friday 7th 
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CATTLE TRADE

Prices exclude animals paid at a premium or receiving a bonus, as notified by price 

reporting plants. Blank cells indicate no price in the grade or no price comparison can 

be made with the previous period.

Base quotes for in-spec U-3 steers and heifers, and O+3 cows

received from 5 major NI plants. Pricing policies vary between plants.

Producers are advised to check pricing policies before presenting

animals for slaughter.

Prices listed are for deadweight price reported animals only.

Prices are p/kg. Sterling to ROI prices are converted at 1 euro = 86.95p Stg.

AVG is the average price of all grades in the category (not just those listed).

SHEEP TRADE

Contact LMC

T: 028 9263 3000

E: contactmi@lmcni.com

W: www.lmcni.com

Information

FQAS helpline: 028 9263 3024

Answerphone: 028 9263 3011
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Blank cells indicate no animals within grade were reported during the period or no 

price comparison can be made with previous period.

2024 and 2025 year to date figures are based on the same number of weeks in each 

year. Source: DAERA.

Quotes from 2 major NI plants. 

Source: AHDB & DAFM.

Prices supplied by individual marts.

Prices supplied by Ballymena Mart. 

2024 and 2025 year to date figures are based on the same number of weeks in each 

year. Source: DAERA.

Week on week the deadweight cattle trade strengthened 

across NI, ROI and GB. The price paid for steers, heifers 

and young bulls increased by 2.1p/kg, 4.4p/kg and 

4.5p/kg respectively, to 647.5p/kg, 649.6p/kg and 

634.9p/kg on average. The average R3 steer price 

strengthened by 2.3p/kg week on week to 653.2p/kg, an 

increase of 154.7p/kg when compared to the 498.5p/kg 

paid during the same week of 2024. 

Cattle throughput in NI last week totalled 9,924 head, 

representing a weekly increase of 453 head. However, 

numbers were 1,948 head (16.4 per cent) below the 

11,872 cattle slaughtered in NI during the same week in 

2024. As outlined in a recent edition of the bulletin, NI 

cattle slaughterings during the first three quarters of 

2025 declined by 2.4 per cent (9,124 head) compared to 

the same period of 2024. Total cattle imports to NI for 

direct slaughter during January to September 2025 

declined by 5,695 head (32 per cent) year on year, while 

cattle imports to local farms have increased by 4,671 

head (21 per cent) during the period.  

This situation of tight cattle supply driving strong beef 

prices is not limited to NI, GB and ROI during 2025, and 

reflects a world trend with global supplies of cattle 

remaining tight. In ROI, cattle throughput by the close of 

Q3 2025 totalled 1,243,234 head, a 121,541 head (9 

per cent) decline compared to the same period of 2024 

when 1,364,775 cattle were slaughtered. In the US beef 

markets are supporting higher world beef prices with 

2025 USA beef output forecast to decline by 2 per cent. 

The most recent NI consumer data available from 

Worldpanel showed that although NI saw a drop in 

demand in the year to September 2025, consumers 

maintained their spend at an estimated £152 million on 

beef and lamb in the year. Despite consumer spend 

holding as prices have risen, the total volume purchased 

has decreased. The data shows that although consumers 

are spending roughly the same each week on beef and 

lamb, this is under pressure as consumers look to other 

meats for value.

Base quotes received by LMC this week have remained 

steady for prime cattle and cows, however prices 

available have strengthened week on week. Producers 

are encouraged to price around when selling stock to 

secure the best possible deal. 

Local lamb throughput last week totalled 8,939 head, an 

increase of 1,390 head from the previous week. Year to 

date throughput now stands 48,574 head (13.9 per cent) 

behind year earlier levels. Lamb exports to ROI plants for 

slaughter last week totalled 3,282 head a decline of 448 

head from the previous week. An additional 220 sheep 

travelled to plants in GB last week for direct slaughter. 

The average deadweight lamb price in GB last week 

declined by just short of a penny to 661.4p/kg. In ROI the 

average deadweight lamb price decreased to the 

equivalent of 643.3p/kg. 

This week most local marts reported larger sales and 

improved demand for all types of sheep, however 

demand for lambs from export buyers remains subdued 

compared to recent months. In Ballymena on Wednesday 

a sale of 1400 lambs sold to an average price of 

570p/kg compared to an entry of 1,404 head the 

previous week selling to 575p/kg on average. Base 

quotes received from the major lamb processors also 

declined, ending the week at 620-630p/kg (to 22kg) with 

larger numbers available for slaughter. Quotes indicate a 

softer trade early next week.

Week Ending 

25/10/25
 <220kg 220-250kg 250-280kg  >280kg

P1 434.4 453.0 467.7 489.5

P2 469.8 488.8 507.0 523.4

P3 479.7 523.0 535.1 533.1

O3 - - 535.2 548.7

O4 480.0 - - -

R3 - - - 566.9

NI AVERAGE COW PRICES (P/KG)

Week Ending 

25/10/25
Steers Change Heifers Change

Young 

Bulls
Change

U-3 655.0 +1.3 656.6 +1.4 645.9 -0.6

R-3 648.8 +2.1 649.3 +0.5 638.7 +1.1

O+3 642.3 +1.4 643.9 +2.1 630.1 -1.6

P+3 608.7 -0.8 604.6 +9.1 - -

NI AVERAGE NON-PREMIUM CATTLE PRICES (P/KG)

2024 YTD 26/10/24 YTD 25/10/25

Imports from ROI Prime 17,033 14,007 8,666

Imports from ROI Cows 9,082 7,181 4,653

CATTLE IMPORTS FOR DIRECT SLAUGHTER

Northern 

Ireland

Rep of 

Ireland
Scotland 

Northern 

England

Midlands 

& Wales

Southern 

England 
GB

U3 658.1 655.3 657.0 660.1 660.6 664.2 659.8

R3 653.2 649.3 658.3 661.0 657.9 658.3 658.8

R4 655.9 650.9 658.1 661.9 657.3 657.9 659.4

O3 645.1 641.4 633.8 644.3 643.1 643.1 642.5

AVG 647.5 - 653.4 654.4 648.5 647.9 651.0

U3 658.9 661.1 664.9 664.1 669.1 665.7 666.4

R3 653.6 652.4 657.3 661.6 657.5 658.4 658.5

R4 654.3 655.3 660.2 658.2 654.1 657.4 657.8

O3 648.2 653.2 630.8 641.4 631.0 638.2 635.2

AVG 649.6 - 656.2 650.6 643.9 643.9 648.2

U3 649.4 652.2 647.7 647.2 657.7 647.0 652.6

R3 641.7 644.0 639.6 640.8 653.2 651.0 648.1

O3 623.7 634.5 613.5 604.8 630.5 643.8 624.2

AVG 634.9 - 629.8 634.7 641.7 634.0 637.7

6,059 - 5,356 6,449 8,631 4,940 25,376

O3 547.7 598.6 552.4 554.8 554.9 552.0 554.0

O4 545.3 602.0 555.4 561.5 553.0 552.7 556.4

P2 515.3 572.1 517.1 513.9 514.3 514.6 514.4

P3 532.6 588.2 537.7 534.7 531.7 531.4 532.1

AVG 504.4 - 547.7 536.4 517.9 511.3 524.3

AVERAGE DEADWEIGHT CATTLE PRICES (P/KG)

Week Ending    

25/10/25

Steers

Heifers

Young 

Bulls

Prime Cattle 

Price Reported

Cows

FROM TO AVG FROM TO AVG

Steers 370 412 386 270 369 310

Friesians 326 332 328 280 308 294

Heifers 365 410 382 290 364 318

Beef Cows 350 424 370 270 349 295

Dairy Cows 240 302 254 140 239 190

Steers up to 400kg 500 589 530 400 499 440

Steers 400kg - 500kg 450 521 485 350 449 405

Steers over 500kg 412 459 428 310 411 355

Heifers up to 450kg 500 610 520 400 499 435

Heifers over 450kg 380 472 420 300 379 330

Continental Bulls 700 1150 800 500 695 580

Continental Heifers 650 950 725 425 645 520

Friesian Bulls 350 420 383 - - -

Holstein Bulls 300 385 350 170 245 193

Store Cattle

Dropped Calves (£/head)

NI CATTLE MART LIVEWEIGHT PRICES (P/KG)
1st QUALITY 2nd QUALITY

Finished Cattle

Week Ending 

25/10/25

No From To

Saturday Omagh 820 625 737

Swatragh 700 629 674

Monday Kilrea 800 595 732

Monday Markethill 1250 590 644

Tuesday Saintfield 745 595 735

Rathfriland 809 600 699

Wednesday Enniskillen 682 515 705

Ballymena 1400 550 689 (AVE 570)

Armoy 304 570 665

NI LAMB MART LIVEWEIGHT PRICES (P/KG) 

25/10/2025 - 29/10/2025 

(P/KG) 18/10/2025 Change 25/10/2025 Change

GB Lambs 662.3 -3.8 661.4 -0.9

ROI Lambs 650.2 -1.9 643.3 -6.9

GB/ROI DW AVERAGE SHEEP PRICES

2024 YTD 26/10/24 YTD 25/10/25

NI Slaughterings 425,783 349,598 301,024

ROI DS Exports 252,130 219,638 168,173

GB DS Exports 18,630 16,967 34,962

LAMB/HOGGET SLAUGHTERINGS & EXPORTS (HEAD)

2024 YTD 26/10/24 YTD 25/10/25

Prime Cattle 381,447 312,943 304,431

Cows 115,952 94,814 89,091

CATTLE SLAUGHTERINGS

(P/KG) 29/10/2025 31/10/2025

     R3 Lambs (to 22kg) 620 - 630 620 - 630

NI DEADWEIGHT SHEEP BASE QUOTES

(P/KG) 29/10/2025 31/10/2025

Steers & Heifers

U-3 622 - 628 622 - 630

R-3 616 - 622 616 - 624

O+3 610 - 616 610 - 618

P+3 554 - 560 554 - 562

 Cows

O+3 520 - 526 520 - 526

NI DEADWEIGHT CATTLE BASE QUOTES

https://www.facebook.com/LivestockandMeatCommissionNI
https://x.com/LMCNI
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