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CATTLE TRADE

Prices exclude animals paid at a premium as notified by price reporting plants. 

Blank cells indicate no price comparison can be made with the previous period.
Base quotes for in-spec U-3 steers and heifers, and O+3 cows

received from 5 major NI plants. Pricing policies vary between

plants. Producers are advised to check pricing policies before

presenting animals for slaughter.

Prices listed are for deadweight price reported animals only.

Prices are p/kg. Sterling to ROI prices are converted at 1 euro = 87.22p Stg.

AVG is the average price of all grades in the category (not just those listed).

SHEEP TRADE

Contact LMC

T: 028 9263 3000

E: contactmi@lmcni.com

W: www.lmcni.com

Information

FQAS helpline: 028 9263 3024

Answerphone: 028 9263 3011
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Blank cells indicate no animals within grade were reported during the period or 

no price comparison can be made with previous period.

2024 and 2025 year to date figures are based on the same number of weeks in each 

year. Source: DAERA.

Quotes from 2 major NI plants. 

Source: AHDB & DAFM.

Prices supplied by individual marts.

Prices supplied by Ballymena Mart. 

2024 and 2025 year to date figures are based on the same number of weeks in each 

year. Source: DAERA.

Last week in NI prime cattle and cow throughput 

increased compared to the week previous, with 7,458 

prime cattle and 2,258 cows slaughtered locally. Beef 

supplies on NI farms remain tight in comparison to 

previous years. During the corresponding week of 2024 

prime cattle throughput locally totalled 8,706 head, 

however last week prime carcases were 4.1kg heavier 

on average than the carcases handled during the same 

week of 2024. During the 12 weeks ended 04 October 

2025, the weekly average prime cattle carcase weight 

has been consistently heavier than the weekly average 

weight during the comparable 12 weeks of 2024. 

Cattle imports from ROI for direct slaughter last week 

totalled 245 head, a 121 head decline from the 

previous week. Cow imports were relatively steady with 

100 head imported, and one bull. Meanwhile three 

prime cattle and 50 cows were exported from NI to 

Irish plants for direct slaughter. 

Base quotes from the major NI plants for all types of 

cattle have softened in recent weeks corresponding 

with a softening trade. Last week by region the local 

deadweight cattle trade reported the largest and most 

widespread decline across reported grades. Steers and 

young bulls declined by 1.7p/kg overall to an average 

of 647.2p/kg and 634.0p/kg respectively. The average 

price paid for heifers did increase by a penny overall to 

650.3p/kg, meanwhile the trade for cows declined by 

8.8p/kg to 501.8p/kg. 

The deadweight cattle trade continued to firm across 

GB last week where the average steer price was 

644.7p/kg, up 1.5p/kg from the previous week while 

the average heifer price was up 1.6p/kg to 641.4p/kg. 

In ROI the trade stabilised last week after a 6-week 

period of decline. Prices increased in both euro and 

sterling terms. The average R3 steer price was the 

equivalent of 630.4p/kg with an R3 heifer paid 

634.5p/kg on average. By region, the cow trade in ROI 

remained ahead last week with the O3 cow price the 

equivalent of 580.6p/kg. The differential with NI 

widened by 8.1p/kg last week to 31.6p/kg. Meanwhile 

the average O3 cow price in NI was 549.0p/kg, 

narrowing the differential with GB (546.4p/kg) by 

1.7p/kg from the previous week to 2.6p/kg. 

LMC Farm Liaison Officer Terry White will be present at the 

locations outlined to assist with scheme queries and offer 

advice. FQAS Helpline: 028 9263 3024.

Omagh –  Monday 13th October 2025

NEXT FQAS MART DATE

Week Ending 

04/10/25
Steers Change Heifers Change

Young 

Bulls
Change

U-3 654.0 -1.2 655.4 -0.1 646.9 +1.8

R-3 647.8 -1.8 649.5 -1.0 640.3 -2.7

O+3 641.4 -2.0 642.6 -0.8 632.8 -3.7

P+3 611.1 +4.5 603.5 -0.2 - -

NI AVERAGE NON-PREMIUM CATTLE PRICES (P/KG)

FROM TO AVG FROM TO AVG

Steers 375 422 391 280 374 315

Friesians 302 332 320 207 294 259

Heifers 370 436 386 300 369 330

Beef Cows 345 446 386 265 344 300

Dairy Cows 225 270 242 130 224 180

NI CATTLE MART LIVEWEIGHT PRICES (P/KG)
1st QUALITY 2nd QUALITY

Finished Cattle

Week Ending 

04/10/25

Northern 

Ireland

Rep of 

Ireland
Scotland 

Northern 

England

Midlands 

& Wales

Southern 

England 
GB

U3 655.0 636.0 657.0 650.9 653.4 657.7 654.5

R3 651.8 630.4 657.9 651.4 647.8 647.6 650.6

R4 654.9 629.3 659.6 649.8 645.4 647.6 652.7

O3 646.8 618.8 646.9 637.4 629.8 637.1 635.4

AVG 647.2 - 655.9 645.7 638.1 640.1 644.7

U3 657.6 642.9 660.6 653.6 661.2 656.9 658.5

R3 652.9 634.5 655.5 649.7 647.9 647.1 649.2

R4 652.8 637.5 660.3 651.2 645.6 646.9 652.6

O3 649.3 629.7 639.1 635.9 626.5 631.1 630.4

AVG 650.3 - 654.8 644.4 634.9 633.2 641.4

U3 646.8 634.4 649.0 632.1 656.8 654.8 650.2

R3 642.1 626.3 641.4 627.0 647.4 648.2 640.7

O3 627.8 609.7 624.3 613.4 620.2 613.6 617.7

AVG 634.0 - 640.2 621.9 638.5 633.3 634.6

6,160 - 5,574 6,701 8,132 4,462 24,869

O3 549.0 580.6 550.7 547.5 544.6 544.3 546.4

O4 547.0 579.6 552.7 556.5 544.5 550.3 551.2

P2 510.3 547.3 522.3 502.1 503.9 502.0 503.8

P3 528.0 564.3 530.6 529.2 520.8 520.9 522.0

AVG 501.8 - 540.6 528.5 502.6 499.0 512.2

AVERAGE DEADWEIGHT CATTLE PRICES (P/KG)

Week Ending    

04/10/25

Steers

Heifers

Young 

Bulls

Prime Cattle 

Price Reported

Cows

2024 YTD 05/10/24 YTD 04/10/25

Prime Cattle 385,013 288,056 283,070

Cows 118,734 87,014 81,718

CATTLE SLAUGHTERINGS

2024 YTD 05/10/24 YTD 04/10/25

Exports to ROI Prime 158 131 111

Exports to ROI Cows 713 427 1,542

Exports to GB Prime 39 0 709

Exports to GB Cows 1 0 89

CATTLE EXPORTS FOR DIRECT SLAUGHTER

2024 YTD 05/10/24 YTD 04/10/25

Prime Cattle 339.5 339.9 341.1

Cows 295.9 296.3 297.1

CATTLE AVERAGE CARCASE WEIGHTS (KG)

(P/KG) 27/09/2025 Change 04/10/2025 Change

GB Lambs 682.5 +12.3 678.3 -4.2

ROI Lambs 652.7 +4.8 652.5 -0.2

GB/ROI DW AVERAGE SHEEP PRICES

No From To

Saturday Omagh 440 601 766

Monday Kilrea 900 603 711

Monday Markethill 1250 600 664

Tuesday Saintfield 710 600 730

Rathfriland 869 595 712

Wednesday Enniskillen 735 580 658

Ballymena 1800 505 633 (AVE 575)

Armoy 468 550 630

NI LAMB MART LIVEWEIGHT PRICES (P/KG) 

04/10/2025 - 09/10/2025 

Lamb exports to ROI for slaughter declined last week 

while steady numbers of lambs came forward for 

slaughter locally with 8,375 head processed. Lambs 

were heavier week on week with the average carcase 

weight up 0.2kg to 22.3kg. Producers are reminded 

that while lambs should be well fleshed for slaughter, 

weight in addition to 22kg does not currently generate 

a return from the 3 major NI plants. LMC encourages 

those marketing stock to seek the most suitable outlet 

to maximise returns. 

A softer deadweight lamb trade was reported in both 

GB and ROI last week, with the average GB lamb price 

declining by 4.2p/kg to 678.3p/kg. 

This week in local marts, fewer lambs were available 

with one mart’s closure last weekend due to stormy 

weather conditions, and smaller sale entries 

throughout the week. At the beginning of the week 

lambs in marts were met with a slacker trade and in 

turn softer base quotes were received by LMC on 

Wednesday morning with two plants quoting 640p/kg 

for R3 lambs. Lambs sold to a steady average mid-

week (compared to the previous week) however a 

softer trade is expected in local plants early next week.

2024 YTD 05/10/24 YTD 04/10/25

NI Slaughterings 425,783 318,548 277,200

ROI DS Exports 252,130 203,773 158,530

LAMB/HOGGET SLAUGHTERINGS & EXPORTS (HEAD)

Week Ending 

04/10/25
 <220kg 220-250kg 250-280kg  >280kg

P1 435.3 450.2 465.8 483.2

P2 449.3 480.2 502.3 519.2

P3 499.5 - 499.8 533.4

O3 - - 543.2 549.7

O4 - - 537.1 547.4

R3 - - - 571.6

NI AVERAGE COW PRICES (P/KG)

2024 YTD 05/10/24 YTD 04/10/25

Imports from ROI Prime 17,033 12,326 8,165

Imports from ROI Cows 9,082 6,293 4,380

CATTLE IMPORTS FOR DIRECT SLAUGHTER

(P/KG) 08/10/2025 10/10/2025

     R3 Lambs (to 22kg) 640 - 650 640 - 645

NI DEADWEIGHT SHEEP BASE QUOTES

(P/KG) 08/10/2025 10/10/2025

Steers & Heifers

U-3 622 - 630 622 - 630

R-3 616 - 624 616 - 624

O+3 610 - 618 610 - 618

P+3 554 - 562 554 - 562

 Cows

O+3 520 - 530 520 - 526

NI DEADWEIGHT CATTLE BASE QUOTES

https://www.facebook.com/LivestockandMeatCommissionNI
https://x.com/LMCNI
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