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CATTLE TRADE

Prices exclude animals paid at a premium as notified by price reporting plants. 

Blank cells indicate no price comparison can be made with the previous period.

Base quotes for in-spec U-3 steers and heifers, and O+3 cows

received from 4 major NI plants. Pricing policies vary between

plants. Producers are advised to check pricing policies before

presenting animals for slaughter.

Prices listed are for deadweight price reported animals only.

Prices are p/kg. Sterling to ROI prices are converted at 1 euro = 86.93p Stg.

AVG is the average price of all grades in the category (not just those listed).

SHEEP TRADE

Contact LMC

T: 028 9263 3000

E: contactmi@lmcni.com

W: www.lmcni.com

Information

FQAS helpline: 028 9263 3024

Answerphone: 028 9263 3011

A black and white x

Description automatically 
generated

Blank cells indicate no animals within grade were reported during the period or 

no price comparison can be made with previous period.

2024 and 2025 year to date figures are based on the same number of weeks in each 

year. Source: DAERA.

Quotes from 2 major NI plants. 

Source: AHDB & DAFM.

Prices supplied by individual marts.

Prices supplied by Ballymena Mart. 

2024 and 2025 year to date figures are based on the same number of weeks in 

each year. Source: DAERA.

During the first 42 weeks of 2025, a total of 393,729 
cattle were slaughtered, compared with 408,099 during 

the same period in 2024, a 3.5% year-on-year 
reduction in throughput.  Last week, 9,471 cattle were 
slaughtered, down 6.1% from 10,089 the previous 

week. Prime cattle numbers also declined. Between 
weeks 1 and 42 of 2025, 297,294 prime cattle were 
killed compared with 305,396 in the same period of 

2024. Last week’s total of 6,921 prime cattle, 
comprising 3,444 steers, 2,757 heifers, and 720 young 
bulls, was down from 7,303 the week before, 

representing a 5.2% week-on-week decrease in 
throughput for prime cattle. Fewer cows have also 
been slaughtered in NI year-to-date. In the first 42 

weeks of 2025, 86,544 cows were killed, a 6.4% drop 
from 92,493 during the same period last year. 

Year-to-date figures for 2025 show 8,500 prime cattle 
imported from ROI for direct slaughter, down from 
13,442 during the same period in 2024. Weekly data 

indicate that 211 prime cattle were imported from ROI 
last week, compared with 245 the previous week, a 
13.9% reduction. Imports from ROI accounted for 3% 

of all prime cattle slaughtered last week. Imports from 
ROI of cows for direct slaughter have also fallen. 
During the first 42 weeks of 2025, 4,580 cows were 

imported from ROI, compared with 6,913 in the same 
period of 2024. Last week, imports of cows from ROI 
represented 3.6% of total cow slaughterings. In 

contrast, exports of cows to ROI have increased. Over 
the same 42-week period of 2025, almost four times 
the number of cows were exported for direct slaughter 

to ROI, from 455 in 2024 to 1,649 in 2025. 

Prices for all cattle in ROI have seen an increase over 

the last week, and in particular, cows increasing 10p/kg 
for O4. The strongest rise among prime categories was 
recorded for R4 steers, up 10.6p to 642.9p/kg. In GB, 

both steers and heifers strengthened last week across 
all grades, with the average steer price up 2.2p to 
647.7p/kg and the average heifer price up 3.0p to 

646.2p/kg. 

Last week, the average price paid for prime cattle in NI 

declined, with steers down 1.8p to 645.4p/kg, heifers 
down 0.8p to 645.2p/kg, and young bulls down 1.5p to 
630.4p/kg. Last week, the price differential between NI 

and ROI for R3 steers and heifers reduced by 9.5p and 
8.1p, to 10.1p and 7.2p respectively.

Year-to-date in 2025, 292,085 lambs were slaughtered 
in NI, down 47,280 from the same period in 2024, a 

13.9% decline. Last week, a total of 7,549 lambs were 
slaughtered locally, 213 more than the previous week, 
representing a 2.9% increase.

Exports of lambs to ROI have declined year-on-year. 

During the first 42 weeks of 2025, 164,891 lambs were 

exported, compared with 214,783 in 2024. However, 

exports of lambs to ROI last week were 3,730 head, in-

line with the previous six-week average showing 

steady movement despite week-to-week fluctuations. 

By contrast, exports to GB have risen. So far in 2025, 

34,742 lambs have been exported, more than double 

the 16,967 recorded during the same period in 2024.

Lamb trade across NI marts reduced this week, with 

both numbers and prices generally back on the 

previous week. The strongest prices were reported in 

Saintfield, where lambs reached 760p/kg. Ballymena 

recorded an average of 575p/kg, unchanged on the 

week.

GB deadweight lamb prices decreased last week, by 

3.8p from the previous week to average 662.3p/kg. 

FROM TO AVG FROM TO AVG

Steers 370 400 390 275 369 315

Friesians 320 332 324 298 302 300

Heifers 360 408 381 285 359 315

Beef Cows 346 418 373 265 345 295

Dairy Cows 230 278 246 138 229 185

Steers up to 400kg 510 623 535 400 500 445

Steers 400kg - 500kg 480 582 505 380 479 425

Steers over 500kg 425 486 445 330 424 370

Heifers up to 450kg 500 763 525 390 499 435

Heifers over 450kg 400 751 460 340 399 365

Continental Bulls 660 1110 780 550 655 580

Continental Heifers 665 1040 700 480 660 520

Friesian Bulls 280 380 315 160 270 220

Holstein Bulls 240 340 287 230 235 233

Store Cattle

Dropped Calves (£/head)

NI CATTLE MART LIVEWEIGHT PRICES (P/KG)
1st QUALITY 2nd QUALITY

Finished Cattle

Week Ending 

18/10/25

Week Ending 

18/10/25
Steers Change Heifers Change

Young 

Bulls
Change

U-3 653.7 +0.2 655.2 -0.0 646.5 +2.1

R-3 646.7 +0.2 648.8 +0.8 637.6 -0.1

O+3 640.9 -1.4 641.9 -0.1 631.8 +3.5

P+3 609.5 +3.0 595.5 +2.0 - -

NI AVERAGE NON-PREMIUM CATTLE PRICES (P/KG)
Northern 

Ireland

Rep of 

Ireland
Scotland 

Northern 

England

Midlands 

& Wales

Southern 

England 
GB

U3 654.5 649.1 659.4 655.2 655.6 654.8 656.8

R3 650.9 640.8 658.9 658.7 651.0 652.3 654.8

R4 650.1 642.9 659.9 659.4 653.3 654.2 658.2

O3 645.7 631.4 643.5 640.5 632.2 637.4 636.7

AVG 645.4 - 655.8 650.9 641.6 642.3 647.7

U3 656.5 653.3 662.1 661.3 665.1 660.4 662.7

R3 651.5 644.3 659.6 655.2 651.4 652.3 653.7

R4 653.7 647.5 660.1 657.6 650.5 656.0 656.8

O3 644.2 642.7 633.6 638.4 630.3 636.0 633.8

AVG 645.2 - 656.7 649.7 640.2 638.8 646.2

U3 647.2 650.0 649.9 636.7 660.7 653.4 652.3

R3 638.9 643.9 641.4 637.2 648.0 650.9 646.0

O3 627.3 623.2 603.4 608.5 621.5 634.0 618.8

AVG 630.4 - 633.8 624.4 635.2 629.8 632.6

5,713 - 5,960 6,666 8,395 4,727 25,748

O3 544.5 594.7 550.1 552.5 552.3 550.6 551.8

O4 548.8 595.4 553.7 553.1 547.1 552.2 551.0

P2 511.7 565.5 515.8 503.9 511.3 511.0 510.3

P3 528.3 583.9 527.9 526.7 530.0 528.6 528.9

AVG 504.7 - 542.5 527.6 509.7 502.4 516.2

AVERAGE DEADWEIGHT CATTLE PRICES (P/KG)

Week Ending    

18/10/25

Steers

Heifers

Young 

Bulls

Prime Cattle 

Price Reported

Cows

2024 YTD 19/10/24 YTD 18/10/25

NI Slaughterings 425,783 339,365 292,085

ROI DS Exports 252,130 214,783 164,891

GB DS Exports 18,630 16,967 34,742

LAMB/HOGGET SLAUGHTERINGS & EXPORTS (HEAD)

LMC Farm Liaison Officer Terry White will be present at the locations 

outlined to assist with scheme queries and offer advice. 

FQAS Helpline: 028 9263 3024.

FQAS MART DATES NOVEMBER 2025
Swatragh – Monday 3rd; Saintfield – Wednesday 5th;

Draperstown – Friday 7th 

Week Ending 

18/10/25
 <220kg 220-250kg 250-280kg  >280kg

P1 430.9 451.4 467.3 486.9

P2 459.2 477.0 502.8 521.7

P3 - 510.4 521.9 531.5

O3 - - 541.6 544.9

O4 - - 547.8 549.2

R3 - - - 569.4

NI AVERAGE COW PRICES (P/KG)

2024 YTD 19/10/24 YTD 18/10/25

Prime Cattle 381,447 305,396 297,294

Cows 115,952 92,493 86,544

CATTLE SLAUGHTERINGS

2024 YTD 19/10/24 YTD 18/10/25

Prime Cattle 342.9 340.2 341.2

Cows 295.9 296.1 296.8

CATTLE AVERAGE CARCASE WEIGHTS (KG)

(P/KG) 11/10/2025 Change 18/10/2025 Change

GB Lambs 666.1 -12.2 662.3 -3.8

ROI Lambs 652.1 -0.4 650.2 -1.9

GB/ROI DW AVERAGE SHEEP PRICES

No From To

Saturday Swatragh 800 618 681

Omagh 800 638 736

Monday Kilrea 800 580 685

Monday Markethill 875 580 655

Tuesday Saintfield 550 577 760

Rathfriland 607 593 686

Wednesday Enniskillen 502 560 683

Ballymena 1404 540 666 (AVE 575)

Armoy 390 550 640

NI LAMB MART LIVEWEIGHT PRICES (P/KG) 

18/10/2025 - 23/10/2025 

(P/KG) 22/10/2025 24/10/2025

Steers & Heifers

U-3 622 - 628 622 - 628

R-3 616 - 622 616 - 622

O+3 610 - 616 610 - 616

P+3 554 - 560 554 - 560

 Cows

O+3 520 - 526 520 - 526

NI DEADWEIGHT CATTLE BASE QUOTES

(P/KG) 22/10/2025 24/10/2025

     R3 Lambs (to 22kg) 630 630

NI DEADWEIGHT SHEEP BASE QUOTES

https://www.facebook.com/LivestockandMeatCommissionNI
https://x.com/LMCNI
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