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CATTLE TRADE

Prices exclude animals paid a premium as notified by price reporting plants. Blank 

cells indicate no price in the grade or no price comparison can be made with the 

previous period.

Base quotes for in-spec U-3 steers and heifers, and O+3 cows

received from 6 major NI plants. Pricing policies vary between

plants. Producers are advised to check pricing policies before

presenting animals for slaughter.

Prices listed are for deadweight price reported animals only.

Prices are p/kg. Sterling to ROI prices are converted at 1 euro = 87.62p Stg.

AVG is the average price of all grades in the category (not just those listed).

SHEEP TRADE

Contact LMC

T: 028 9263 3000

E: contactmi@lmcni.com

W: www.lmcni.com

Information

FQAS helpline: 028 9263 3024

Answerphone: 028 9263 3011
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Blank cells indicate no animals within grade were reported during the period or 

no price comparison can be made with previous period.

2024 and 2025 year to date figures are based on the same number of weeks in 

each year. Source: DAERA.

Quotes from 3 major NI plants. 

Source: AHDB & DAFM.

Prices supplied by individual marts.

Prices supplied by Ballymena Mart. 

Table includes all sheep. 2024 and 2025 year to date figures are based on the same 

number of weeks in each year. Source: DAERA.

Week Ending 

06/12/25
 <220kg 220-250kg 250-280kg  >280kg

P1 426.1 446.5 458.6 477.7

P2 455.8 475.2 496.2 515.6

P3 475.4 489.0 513.9 525.3

O3 - - 545.6 542.1

O4 - - - 543.6

R3 - - - 564.7

NI AVERAGE COW PRICES (P/KG)

FROM TO AVG FROM TO AVG

Steers 380 416 393 300 379 320

Friesians 320 334 325 280 312 303

Heifers 360 420 388 300 359 325

Beef Cows 300 378 331 230 299 270

Dairy Cows 210 254 226 100 209 170

Steers up to 400kg 475 553 510 350 474 400

Steers 400kg - 500kg 400 495 440 310 399 345

Steers over 500kg 375 422 395 300 374 325

Heifers up to 450kg 460 550 500 350 459 390

Heifers over 450kg 350 428 375 275 349 305

Continental Bulls 700 970 780 500 695 550

Continental Heifers 600 760 670 400 595 480

Friesian Bulls 300 485 380 - - -

Holstein Bulls 350 380 370 - - -

Store Cattle

Dropped Calves (£/head)

NI CATTLE MART LIVEWEIGHT PRICES (P/KG)

1st QUALITY 2nd QUALITY

Finished Cattle

Week Ending 

06/12/25

Week Ending 

06/12/25
Steers Change Heifers Change

Young 

Bulls
Change

U-3 654.0 -3.6 655.9 -1.9 642.8 -3.8

R-3 645.8 -3.7 647.2 -4.6 637.9 -1.3

O+3 640.3 -3.4 641.0 -2.3 632.9 -2.4

P+3 607.9 -8.2 590.9 -9.4 - -

NI AVERAGE NON-PREMIUM CATTLE PRICES (P/KG)
Northern 

Ireland

Rep of 

Ireland
Scotland 

Northern 

England

Midlands 

& Wales

Southern 

England 
GB

U3 656.5 652.9 675.6 667.2 670.6 672.3 672.1

R3 652.2 645.7 671.2 672.2 666.8 666.2 668.9

R4 657.2 648.4 671.6 672.9 664.4 664.4 670.4

O3 648.6 641.2 649.5 653.5 643.3 650.4 648.8

AVG 649.1 - 668.3 663.7 656.1 656.5 661.2

U3 656.7 662.2 674.7 674.1 675.2 674.1 674.7

R3 651.9 652.0 666.8 668.6 664.8 665.2 666.0

R4 652.2 657.6 671.1 668.9 662.3 664.2 667.4

O3 645.3 647.0 620.8 644.9 641.4 643.7 641.9

AVG 647.3 - 666.2 657.6 652.4 649.8 656.1

U3 641.3 647.4 659.2 643.2 668.4 665.0 660.2

R3 637.0 639.2 654.7 651.3 656.3 663.8 655.7

O3 629.4 627.6 633.5 620.9 632.5 644.3 631.9

AVG 630.4 - 639.7 636.8 639.0 646.3 639.7

6,240 - 5,766 6,850 8,296 5,309 26,221

O3 541.7 574.6 543.3 541.5 536.8 535.1 538.9

O4 543.4 576.4 550.8 547.1 539.1 538.9 543.8

P2 504.3 537.8 505.7 498.9 495.5 490.9 494.8

P3 521.7 559.1 520.7 517.7 517.5 513.4 516.2

AVG 502.1 - 535.2 519.9 500.3 492.3 506.4

AVERAGE DEADWEIGHT CATTLE PRICES (P/KG)

Week Ending    

06/12/25

Steers

Heifers

Young 

Bulls

Prime Cattle 

Price Reported

Cows

2024 YTD 07/12/24 YTD 06/12/25

Exports to ROI Prime 158 158 173

Exports to ROI Cows 713 674 2,101

Exports to GB Prime 39 0 709

Exports to GB Cows 1 0 89

CATTLE EXPORTS FOR DIRECT SLAUGHTER

2024 YTD 07/12/24 YTD 06/12/25

Imports from ROI Prime 17,033 16,587 9,712

Imports from ROI Cows 9,082 8,658 5,163

CATTLE IMPORTS FOR DIRECT SLAUGHTER

2024 YTD 07/12/24 YTD 06/12/25

Prime Cattle 381,447 358,497 348,442

Cows 115,952 108,856 105,486

CATTLE SLAUGHTERINGS

2024 YTD 07/12/24 YTD 06/12/25

Prime Cattle 342.9 345.3 342.3

Cows 295.9 296.0 295.9

CATTLE AVERAGE CARCASS WEIGHTS (KG)

The deadweight trade for all types of cattle softened in 

NI last week. The average price paid for steers, heifers 

and young bulls declined by 2.4p/kg, 4.8p/kg and 

3.3p/kg respectively. The average R3 steer price 

declined by 4.4/kg to 652.2p/kg with R3 heifers back 

4.3p/kg to 651.9p/kg. The trade for cows softened by 

3.9p/kg to 502.1p/kg overall, with the average O3 cow 

price back 2.9p/kg to 541.7p/kg. 

Last week 7,529 prime cattle were slaughtered in NI, a 

decline of 280 head week on week. Cow throughput 

increased by 139 head with 2,635 head slaughtered. 

Prime cattle imports from ROI for direct slaughter 

locally totalled 113 head, a decline of 52 head 

compared to the previous week and accounted for just 

1.5 per cent of the local prime cattle kill. Cow imports 

totalled 77 head, a decline of 18 head week on week 

and represented 2.9 per cent of the total NI cow kill. 

Exports to Irish plants for slaughter last week 

comprised of 36 steers and nine cows. This was the 

largest consignment of prime cattle exported from NI 

to ROI since week ending 21 September 2024 when 41 

steers were exported. 

In ROI the trade for prime cattle remained behind NI 

and GB last week. Week on week the average ROI R3 

steer price softened by the equivalent of 5.5p/kg to 

645.7p/kg, taking the NI price 6.5p/kg ahead of ROI 

last week. The cow trade in ROI remains ahead of NI 

and all GB regions. The average O3 cow price in ROI 

last week was the equivalent of 574.6p/kg, back by 

6.2p/kg from the previous week, narrowing the 

differential with NI by 3.3p/kg to 32.9p/kg.  In GB 

across all regions, a softer trade was reported for all 

prime cattle categories. The average steer and heifer 

price declined by 1.2p/kg and 4.3p/kg respectively 

from the previous week to 668.9p/kg and 666.0p/kg 

respectively, while the average cow price declined by 

7.1/kg to 506.4p/kg. 

Base quotes from the major NI processing plants for 

U-3 steers and heifers ended this week ranging from 

608-616p/kg. Producers are reminded quotes should 

be used only as an indication of the direction in which 

the trade is travelling and that price paid is the average 

price within the category. LMC encourages producers 

to price around the plants and consider all outlets 

when selling stock.

Lamb throughput in local plants last week totalled 

8,844 head, a weekly increase of 1,643 head, and 

steady levels compared to throughput during the 

corresponding week of 2024. Last week local 

Bluetongue restriction disruption impacted lamb 

exports to ROI, with 2,744 head exported. This was a 

weekly decline of 713 head, and 1,938 head less than 

the level (4,380 head) exported during the same week 

during 2024. Disease control measures halted all 

movements of susceptible animal species (notably 

cattle and sheep) to GB last week restrictions which 

have since been lifted. 

During the year to date the NI hogget/lamb kill 

totalled 350,221 head, a decline of 56,012 head or 13.8 

per cent compared to the 406,233 head slaughtered 

locally during the same period of 2024. 

This week in local marts fewer lambs were offered for 

sale, with a softer trade reported early in the week 

compared to the previous week. Easing of restrictions 

saw the trade for all types of sheep recover mid week. 

In GB and ROI a strong trade for lambs continues with 

the average deadweight lamb price in GB reaching 

713.5p/kg last week.

2024 YTD 07/12/24 YTD 06/12/25

NI Slaughterings 425,783 406,233 350,221

ROI DS Exports 252,130 239,745 190,475

GB DS Exports 18,630 18,351 40,570

TOTAL SHEEP SLAUGHTERINGS & EXPORTS (HEAD)

(P/KG) 29/11/2025 Change 06/12/2025 Change

GB Lambs 710.4 +15.4 713.5 +3.1

ROI Lambs 661.1 +0.6 662.0 +0.9

GB/ROI DW AVERAGE SHEEP PRICES

BLUETONGUE RESTRICTIONS -  UPDATE 
Moves from free area in NI into TCZ

As of Tuesday, 09 December 2025 movement of susceptible species 

from the free area in NI into the combined Bluetongue Temporary 

Control Zone (TCZ) is permitted under General Licence. The licence 

can be downloaded from the Bluetongue General Licences webpage.

Livestock moves to England, Scotland and Wales – Update

Animal movement to GB is permitted for direct slaughter, live 

markets and for breeding and production. All moves from the 

temporary control zones are still prohibited. Source: DAERA

No From To

Saturday Omagh 378 524 589

Swatragh 850 533 590

Monday Markethill 650 520 564

Rathfriland 320 557 617

Wednesday Enniskillen 252 490 560

Ballymena 1079 500 590 (AVE 540)

Armoy 285 530 620

NI LAMB MART LIVEWEIGHT PRICES (P/KG) 

06/12/2025 - 11/12/2025 (P/KG) 10/12/2025 12/12/2025

     R3 Lambs (to 22kg) 610 - 620 620 - 630

NI DEADWEIGHT SHEEP BASE QUOTES

(P/KG) 10/12/2025 12/12/2025

Steers & Heifers

U-3 608 - 616 606 - 614

R-3 602 - 610 600 - 608

O+3 596 - 604 594 - 602

P+3 540 - 548 538 - 546

 Cows

O+3 498 - 520 478 - 510

NI DEADWEIGHT CATTLE BASE QUOTES

https://www.facebook.com/LivestockandMeatCommissionNI
https://x.com/LMCNI
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/bluetongue-general-licences
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/bluetongue-general-licences
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/bluetongue-general-licences
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/bluetongue-general-licences
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/bluetongue-general-licences
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