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CATTLE TRADE

Prices exclude animals paid a premium as notified by price reporting plants. 
Base quotes for in-spec U-3 steers and heifers, and O+3 cows

received from 4 major NI plants. Pricing policies vary between

plants. Producers are advised to check pricing policies before

presenting animals for slaughter.

Prices listed are for deadweight price reported animals only.

Prices are p/kg. Sterling to ROI prices are converted at 1 euro = 87.33p Stg.

AVG is the average price of all grades in the category (not just those listed).

SHEEP TRADE

Contact LMC

T: 028 9263 3000

E: contactmi@lmcni.com

W: www.lmcni.com

Information

FQAS helpline: 028 9263 3024

Answerphone: 028 9263 3011
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Blank cells indicate no animals within grade were reported during the period or no price comparison can be made with previous period.

Quotes from 2 major NI plants. 

Source: AHDB & DAFM.

Prices supplied by individual marts.

Table includes all sheep. 2025 and 2026 year to date figures are based on the same 

number of weeks in each year. Source: DAERA.

LMC Farm Liaison Officer Terry White will be present at 

the locations outlined to assist with scheme queries and 

offer advice.  FQAS Helpline: 028 9263 3024.

FQAS MART DATES JANUARY 2026
Monday 12th – Omagh

Tuesday 20th – Markethill

Week Ending 

03/01/26
 <220kg 220-250kg 250-280kg  >280kg

P1 406.6 429.6 444.4 460.7

P2 449.6 466.5 478.4 498.5

P3 - - 494.2 506.5

O3 - - 517.1 528.3

O4 - - - 526.5

R3 - - - 557.4

NI AVERAGE COW PRICES (P/KG)

Prices are p/kg. Sterling to ROI prices are converted at 1 euro = 87.21p Stg.

Week Ending 

27/12/25
Steers Change Heifers Change

Young 

Bulls
Change

U-3 648.7 +0.4 648.1 -0.4 637.7 +4.3

R-3 640.5 +0.5 639.9 -0.7 629.9 +0.5

O+3 634.1 -0.7 633.4 -0.1 619.2 -8.7

P+3 598.2 +1.9 580.6 -11.4 - -

NI AVERAGE NON-PREMIUM CATTLE PRICES (P/KG)

Northern 

Ireland

Rep of 

Ireland
Scotland 

Northern 

England

Midlands 

& Wales

Southern 

England 
GB

U3 650.4 643.2 654.1 658.9 660.7 662.6 658.0

R3 646.2 637.6 654.9 662.8 648.5 653.8 654.4

R4 644.5 640.1 658.4 661.2 648.0 651.8 657.1

O3 643.4 629.0 640.0 641.4 631.1 637.0 636.5

AVG 645.9 - 654.1 652.7 640.7 641.4 647.7

U3 649.1 654.0 655.4 659.2 665.8 656.3 660.2

R3 646.2 642.6 650.1 654.5 647.9 647.8 649.6

R4 652.0 646.9 653.0 660.4 646.6 652.8 653.5

O3 636.9 638.2 644.6 638.2 627.3 635.2 632.8

AVG 640.9 - 651.9 650.1 639.8 639.0 645.3

U3 633.2 633.4 628.3 645.0 656.0 655.0 642.4

R3 630.4 626.0 629.3 639.6 641.4 648.2 639.2

O3 619.6 612.6 596.6 623.9 626.8 635.5 624.6

AVG 620.9 - 621.1 632.3 630.4 631.6 629.5

3,646 - 3,198 3,624 3,842 2,646 13,310

O3 519.0 559.0 526.3 527.2 520.5 519.1 522.5

O4 526.1 558.9 525.5 528.5 522.1 516.6 523.6

P2 488.6 537.6 496.5 477.2 475.9 477.1 478.0

P3 506.2 554.4 504.0 491.0 496.0 498.4 497.1

AVG 484.0 - 515.3 505.3 486.5 472.8 488.8

AVERAGE DEADWEIGHT CATTLE PRICES (P/KG)

Week Ending    

27/12/2025

Steers

Heifers

Young 

Bulls

Prime Cattle 

Price Reported

Cows

Week Ending    

27/12/2025
<220kg 220-250kg 250-280kg  >280kg

P1 418.0 436.4 448.2 469.7

P2 447.2 460.0 489.1 506.4

P3 - 467.8 514.7 515.9

O3 - - 528.8 530.4

O4 - - - 533.5

R3 - - - 550.9

NI AVERAGE COW PRICES (P/KG)

Week Ending 

03/01/26
Steers Change Heifers Change

Young 

Bulls
Change

U-3 646.8 -1.9 646.5 -1.6 637.4 -0.3

R-3 639.2 -1.3 641.2 +1.3 625.8 -4.1

O+3 631.7 -2.4 638.9 +5.5 626.1 +6.8

P+3 602.8 +4.6 588.5 +7.9 584.0 -

NI AVERAGE NON-PREMIUM CATTLE PRICES (P/KG)

Northern 

Ireland

Rep of 

Ireland
Scotland 

Northern 

England

Midlands 

& Wales

Southern 

England 
GB

U3 647.4 636.9 648.8 657.1 660.3 650.2 653.7

R3 644.8 632.9 653.5 655.2 651.3 649.2 652.0

R4 646.6 639.0 655.1 659.4 655.2 653.1 656.4

O3 640.9 624.3 633.3 643.8 635.3 633.3 636.9

AVG 641.7 - 650.7 651.9 645.4 640.8 647.4

U3 647.6 647.4 658.9 664.7 661.1 654.4 660.4

R3 644.8 638.4 654.9 655.3 653.1 647.0 652.2

R4 651.5 643.6 656.9 657.3 653.7 652.1 655.6

O3 642.1 629.8 621.3 636.1 632.1 629.1 631.4

AVG 643.1 - 654.2 651.5 645.3 637.4 647.0

U3 635.4 629.2 642.9 641.2 663.6 652.3 651.8

R3 628.9 626.3 640.2 628.6 644.7 648.5 641.4

O3 620.9 612.1 607.6 623.3 625.3 631.0 623.7

AVG 621.7 - 612.2 626.2 635.3 625.2 629.3

5,126 - 3,453 4,791 5,432 3,714 17,390

O3 527.0 555.8 526.7 528.3 525.0 514.3 524.0

O4 525.9 556.2 530.2 535.6 525.5 520.1 527.6

P2 489.1 528.2 487.2 484.7 478.6 473.5 477.7

P3 503.9 542.9 505.0 504.9 495.0 491.7 495.2

AVG 486.3 - 520.3 513.9 493.7 477.2 495.0

AVERAGE DEADWEIGHT CATTLE PRICES (P/KG)

Week Ending    

03/01/26

Steers

Heifers

Young 

Bulls

Prime Cattle 

Price Reported

Cows

2025 YTD 04/01/2025 YTD 03/01/2026

NI Slaughterings 375,178 5,678 6,734

ROI DS Exports 197,261 4,482 3,919

GB DS Exports 45,484 0 2,053

TOTAL SHEEP SLAUGHTERINGS & EXPORTS (HEAD)

(P/KG) 27/12/2025 Change 03/01/2026 Change

GB Lambs 711.7 +10.8 721.0 +9.3

ROI Lambs 650.1 -1.9

GB/ROI DW AVERAGE SHEEP PRICES

Not available

No From To

Saturday Omagh 510 615 770

Swatragh 650 592 622

Monday Kilrea 500 580 624

Markethill 680 588 700

Tuesday Rathfriland 300 585 630

Wednesday Enniskillen 300 580 650

Ballymena 2022 570 666 (AVE 590)

Armoy 371 570 635

NI SHEEP MART LIVEWEIGHT PRICES (P/KG) 

03/01/2026 - 08/01/2026

2024 2025 % Change YOY

Slaughterings (head)

Steers 180,708 166,396 -7.9

Heifers 162,315 155,963 -3.9

Young Bulls 41,990 44,777 6.6

Total Prime 385,013 367,136 -4.6

Cows 118,734 112,059 -5.6

Total Cattle 516,542 491,282 -4.9

Average Carcase Weights (Kg)

Steers 357.3 361.6 1.2

Heifers 318.7 320.5 0.6

Young Bulls 345.0 348.5 1.0

Total Prime 339.7 342.5 0.8

Cows 295.9 295.8 0.0

Total Cattle 329.2 331.7 0.8

Total Production (Tonnes)

Steers 64,569.0 60,162.1 -6.8

Heifers 51,724.4 49,978.6 -3.4

Young Bulls 14,486.2 15,603.0 7.7

Total Prime 130,779.7 125,743.8 -3.9

Cows 35,127.7 33,146.0 -5.6

Total Cattle 170,057.9 162,960.0 -4.2

Direct Slaughter Exports (Total Cattle)

ROI 877 2,300 162.3

GB 41 803 1858.5

Total Cattle 918 3,103 238.0

Direct Slaughter Imports (ROI)

Prime Cattle 17,033 10,066 -40.9

Cows 9,082 5,403 -40.5

Total Cattle 26,120 15,479 -40.7

Imports to farms

ROI 31,574 32,444 2.8

NI CATTLE THROUGHPUT & OUPUTS

2024 2025 % Change YOY

Slaughterings (head)

Lambs/Hoggets 425,783 375,178 -11.9

Ewes & Rams 25,219 28,358 12.4

Total Sheep 451,002 403,536 -10.5

Average Carcase Weights (Kg)

Lambs/Hoggets 21.8 22.5 3.0

Ewes & Rams 26.2 26.8 2.2

Total Sheep 22.1 22.8 3.3

Total NI Production (Tonnes)

Lambs/Hoggets 9,301.0 8,444.0 -9.2

Ewes & Rams 660.8 759.4 14.9

Total Sheep 9,961.8 9,203.4 -7.6

Direct Slaughter Exports (Head) (GB & ROI)

Total Sheep 331,859 278,835 -16.0

Total Sheep for Slaughter NI + Total DS Exports (Head)

Total Sheep 742,012 656,578 -11.5

Exports to farms (GB & ROI head)

Total Sheep 202,206 142,452 -29.6

NI SHEEP THROUGHPUT & OUPUTS

(P/KG) 07/01/2026 09/01/2026

Steers & Heifers

U-3 606 - 614 606 - 614

R-3 600 - 608 600 - 608

O+3 594 - 602 594 - 602

P+3 538 - 546 538 - 546

 Cows

O+3 498 - 510 498 - 510

NI DEADWEIGHT CATTLE BASE QUOTES

(P/KG) 07/01/2026 09/01/2026

     R3 Hoggets (to 22kg) 640 - 645 645 - 650

NI DEADWEIGHT SHEEP BASE QUOTES

https://www.facebook.com/LivestockandMeatCommissionNI
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