LMC

Livestock & Meat Commission FEICIENREIRII

WEEKLY BULLETIN OF THE LIVESTOCK AND MEAT COMMISSION
2026 Issue No. 2911

Last week cattle slaughterings in local plants totalled
9,190 head, a weekly decline of 369 head or 4 per cent.
Both prime cattle and cow throughput levels declined last
week. The local prime cattle kill reported a 134 head or
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Steers Change Heifers Change Change

v 6484 6279 6413 | 6521 | 647.5 | 6460 | 6457 1.8 per cent decline from the previous week to total 7,182 21/02/26 Eull
R3 6446 6214 6446 6442 6417 6388 6420 head, comprised of 3,299 steers, 3,065 heifers, and 818 U-3 6469 Ah +12 6468 W -22 6274 W -74
young bulls. Of these animals, 337 prime cattle (273
Steers R4 6425 6248 6446 6511 6434 6388 6462 steers, 64 heifers) were imported from ROI, a total R-3 6386 W -08 6397 ¥ -07 6299 M +08
o3 6341 6137 6310 6345 6281 6248 6291 Increase of 83 head from the week prior (254 head: 181 043 6326 W -20 6336 W -11 6277 M +26
steers, 73 heifers) and accounted for 4.7 per cent of all
AVG 639.8 - 6414 6408 6347 6299 6369 prime cattle slaughtered locally. This was the highest P+3 5964 W -44 5920 ¥ -69 605.5
weekly level of prime cattle imported to local plants
u3 6480 6386 6465 6538 6510 6451 6492 §,ring 2026 to date. Heavier prime cattle continue to be Prices exclude animals paid a premium as notified by price reporting plants. Blank
w3 6440 6274 6442 6434 6418 6399 6419 handied in local plants year on year. The average prime cells_mdlcate_ r:jo price in the grade or no price comparison can be made with the
cattle carcase weighed 351.3kg last week, 15.9kg ahead Prev'ousperiod.
Heifers R4 6430 6319 6485 6486 6427 641.1 64622 of the same week of 2025 when the average prime NI AVERAGE COW PRICES (P/KG
03 6344 6225 €232 6328 6251 6272 g27q carcase weighed 335.4kg. Cow throughput in Ipcal plants (P/KG)
totalled 1,851 head last week, a weekly decline of 146 KIS
AVG 6381 . 6437 6403 6333 6283 6366 head or 7.3 per cent. Cow imports from ROI for direct 21/02/26 <220kg 220-250kg  250-280kg >280kg
slaughter totalled 154 head and represented 7.7 per cent
u3 6258 6242 6277 6226 6484 6513 6353 of total cow slaughterings. This was a steady level P1 4203 4404 4522 467.5
=3 . 161 625, 234 11 28, : compared to the previous week when 160 cows were P2 4457 467.8 48623 505.5
Young 6309 | 6161 6256 | 623 63 6280 | 6353 imported from ROI for direct slaughter and accounted for
Bulls 03 6231 6017 6188 6117 6160 6214 6282 83 per cent of the local cow kill. Last week saw the P3 4538 481.0 508.9 5166
largest weekly consignment of cattle exported from NI to 03 - 5450 5494 532.7
) AVG 6232 - 6234 | 6196 6164 | 6210 | 6189 pgy plants for slaughter during the year to date. In total
Prime Cattle 5856 _ 5894 6456 8278 4912 25540 63 head were exported, consisting of 17 prime cattle and 04 - - - 526.1
Price Reported 46 cows. The average cow carcase weighed 291.7kg last R3 - - - 5520
03 533.5 5520 5472 5593 5420 5394 5483 week, the lightest weekly average during 2026 to date
and 6.5kg lighter than the average cow weight during the Blank cells indicate no animals within grade were reported during the period or no
Cows 04 5258 5545 5469 5574 544.8 5406 5522 same week of 2025. price comparison can be made with previous period.
P3 514.0 5427 5226 5209 5134 5133 5150
Last week the average price paid for prime cattle in NI NI CATTLE MART LIVEWEIGHT PRICES (P/KG
AVG 4929 - 5327 5267 5024 4931 5100 declined across all categories; steers —2.4p/kg, heifers (P/KG)
-3.2p/kg, young bulls -0.1p/kg. The trade for cows also Week Ending 1st QUALITY 2nd QUALITY
Prices listed are for deadweight price reported animals only. declined last week recording the largest week on week 21/02/26 FROM TO AVG FROM TO AVG
Prices are p/kg. Sterling to ROI prices are converted at 1 euro = 87.23p Stg. decline across all categories (-5.1p/kg). The trade for ©_~,
AVG is the average price of all grades in the category (not just those listed). good quality steers and cows did differ from the general Finished Cattle
movement of the trade to report increased prices week giaars 382 410 393 320 381 345
CATTLE EXPORTS FOR DIRECT SLAUGHTER on week. The average R3 steer price reported a 0.7p/kg
2025 DI PP AR VOrPL] increase to 644.6p/kg, with the average O3 cow price up Friesians 314 320 317 - - -
Exports to ROI Prime 175 1 50 19p/kg to 5335p/kg. The average R3 heifer price pqifor 368 424 389 300 367 330
reported a decline of 1.3p/kg to 644p/kg, while the
Exports to ROI Cows 2120 180 129 average R3 young bull price declined by 0.4p/kg to Beef Cows 318 408 350 230 317 275
Exports to GB Prime 709 377 0 630.9p/kg. Dairy Cows 24 298 256 140 241 190
Exports to GB Cows 89 58 0
The deadweight trade for cattle in GB strengthened Store Cattle
CATTLE IMPORTS FOR DIRECT SLAUGHTER overall last week across the grades and regions. The
average R3 steer price in GB reported a marginal 0.2p/kg Steers up to 400kg 520 617 550 420 519 455
2025 MEEZILPTERMALEAVLTIEL decline from the previous week to 642p/kg, while the Steers 400kg - 500kg 450 551 500 330 449 375
Imports from ROI Prime 10,066 1,766 1,544 average price paid for an R3 heifer increased 3.9p/kg to
Imports from ROI Cows 5,403 1,349 942 641.9p/kg. The cow trade declined across all GB regions Steers over 500kg 400 | 463 | 430 | 320 | 399 | 355
but Scotland last week, with the average cow price back Heifers up to 450kg 500 610 530 400 499 430
by 2.3p/kg to 510p/kg. The average O3 cow price did
CATTLE SLAUGHTERINGS hed P/kg p/kg 9e P Heifers over 450kg 400 476 430 300 399 350
2025 YTD 22/02/25 YTD 21/02/26 increase by 10.5p/kg to 548.3p/kg, with strong increases
/02/: /02/ across all regions ranging from 4.1p/kg in Southern Dropped Calves (£/head)
Prime Cattle 367,136 57,086 54,748 England to 89p/kg in Scotland. This increased the O3 -
Cows 112,059 18,627 16,863 cow price differential with NI by 8.6p/kg week on week to Continental Bulls 725 1270 850 500 720 600
14.8p/kg I§st week. In ROI Iést week the price paid for gntinental Heifers 675 1000 780 400 670 525
CATTLE AVERAGE CARCASE WEIGHTS (KG) the majority of reported prime cattle grades and all |
i i Friesian B 500 500 500 190 225 213
2025 YTD 22/02/25 YTD 21/02/26 reported COVIV' grades ;oftened in euro t(-;rm; Whl|ﬁ a Friesian Bulls
stronger sterling rate shows a stronger trade in sterling |, 1ct0in Bulls 255 370 280 185 185 185

34255 337.7 350.7
295.8 300.5 295.6

2025 and 2026 year to date figures are based on the same number of weeks in
each year. Source: DAERA.

Prime Cattle
Cows

terms. The average O3 cow price in ROl was the
equivalent of 552p/kg, a week on week decline of a
penny, while the NI-ROI O3 cow price differential
narrowed (-2.9p/kg) to 18.5p/kg.

Prices supplied by Ballymena Livestock Market.

EP TRADE

NI SHEEP MART LIVEWEIGHT PRICES (P/KG)

Last week strong supplies of finished hoggets were
presented for sale with hogget throughput in local plants
totalling 10,421 head. Week on week this was a decline
of 421 head or 4 per cent, and an increase of 3,405 head
versus the comparable week of 2025 when 7,016 hoggets

NI DEADWEIGHT SHEEP BASE QUOTES
(ZL©) 18/02/2026  25/02/2026
R3 Hoggets (to 22.5kg) 650 - 655 660 - 670

No From To

21/02/2026 - 25/02/2026

Quotes from 2 of 3 major NI plants. were slaughtered locally. The average hogget carcase Saturday Omagh 462 586 645

weight increased week on week to 23.1kg (+0.2kg).
During the corresponding week of 2025 the average Swatragh 550 609 656

TOTAL SHEEP SLAUGHTERINGS & EXPORTS (HEAD) [y e A R Ea e e T o]
Monday Kilrea 800 620 700
2025 YTD 22/02/25 YTD 21/02/26

82/ ey Direct slaughter hogget exports to ROI last week totalled
NI Slaughterings 375,178 50,887 70,039 4,941 head, an increase of 1,410 head or 40 per cent Markethill 700 600 670

from the previous week and the largest weekly hogget
ROI DS Exports 197,261 41,292 25,330 export total moved to ROI plants during 2026 to date. 1eqqqy Saintfield 625 617 710

GB DS Exports 45,484 0 18,085 During the corresponding week of 2025 5,990 hoggets
were exported to ROI plants. Meanwhile, exports of NI Enniskillen 589 590 642

2025 and 2026 year to date figures are based on the same number of weeks in sheep to GB plants for slaughter also peaked last week ~Wednesday

each year. Source: DAERA.

GB/ROI DW AVERAGE SHEEP PRICES

during the year to date with 4,534 head exported, an
increase of 2,693 head or 1463 per cent from the
previous week’s levels. Despite plentiful supplies, the
trade in GB plants increased by 10.8p/kg to 723.8p/kg on

Prices supplied by individual marts.

FQAS MART DATES MARCH 2026

(P/KG) (YO PTPLPINe ET TP AV PYF L PR EL TN average last week. ROI also reported a stronger trade. 4_0"”""%% Monday 2" - Omagh
“'\/[ ] Friday 6" - Ballymena
GB 7130 A +9 7238 A +108 Base quotes received by LMC from two major local sheep £ 8 Tuesda!;{ 10th - M!a’rkethill
ROI 6457 A +38 6508 #p +51  Pplants ended the week at 660-670p/kg (to 22.5kg). With ~JT, LMC Farm Liaison Officer Terry White will be present at

Source: AHDB & DAFM.

Information supplied by LMC/DAERA/AHDB/DAFM

strong demand for sheep locally and from export
markets producers are encouraged to consider various
outlets when selling stock.

the mart. FQAS Helpline: 028 9263 3024.

Contact LMC

LMC does not guarantee the accuracy or completeness of any third-party information provided in this publication.
LMC hereby disclaims any responsibility for error, omission or inaccuracy in the information, misinterpretation or

any other loss, disappointment, negligence or damage caused by reliance on third party information.
Not for further publication or distribution without prior permission from LMC

T: 028 9263 3000
E: contactmi@Imcni.com
W: www.lmcni.com

Information
FQAS helpline: 028 9263 3024
Answerphone: 028 9263 3011
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