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NI cattle prices began the year on a relatively stable
footing; however, prices began to fall in mid-February and
have ended the quarter with R3 steers 11.9p/kg lower
than in the first week of January at 632.9p/kg. Prices have

us 6352 5944 6397 6436 6443 6406 6418 o 4eq Q1 21.5p/kg below this time last year when prices
R3 6329 5870 6408 6441 6385 6351 6395 were rising more than 10p/kg each week. Slaughter
numbers have continued to lag 2025, however, heavier
Steers R4 6326 5911 6414 6468 6390 6389 6425 average weights have gone some way to mitigating the
03 6260 5779 6259 6372 6266 6273 6292 smaller presentation of cattle and imports from ROI for
direct slaughter were higher throughout the first quarter.
AVG 628.8 - 6379 6421 6327 6299 636.0
0 6374 | 605.1| 6472 | 6439 | €511 | 6446 | 6479 Incrgasmg beef imports from out5|'de the EU have been
putting UK and ROl cattle prices under pressure
R3 6327 5914 6426 6434 6396 6358 640.1 throughout Q1. Data from HMRC and AHDB shows that
imports from Australia and New Zealand were 140 per
Heifers R4 6351 5954 6448 6453 6403 6375 6429 centand 350 per cent higher respectively in January 2026
03 6279 5821 6293 6351 6242 6236 6266 than January 2025. At 1,456 tonnes and 2,054 tonnes,
Australasian beef now accounts for 13.8 per cent of UK
AVG 630.1 - 6409 6375 6323 6232 6340 beef imports. Brazilian beef imports were 56 per cent
U 6274 5920 6303 6345 6434 6434 63zg |igherat3242tonnes.
Youn R3 622.0 5769 627.0 6257 6308 6296 6287 Last week saw local prices weaken for steers by an
9
Bulls average of 4.4p/kg to 628.8p/kg. The changes were
03 6098 5616 6204 609.7 6137 6049 6130 cmgller in higher grades with U3 and R3 steers back
AVG 6134 - 5980 6122 6204 6146 6134 21p/kg and 28p/kg respectively. O grade price
Prime Cattle movements were similar between premium and non-
Price Reported 5937 - 6083 6526 7889 4480 24978 premiumdaverages alfterhseveral \;veeks of discc;nnect dﬁe
to a varied Wagyu slaughter. Heifers were steadier on the
03 5326 5174 5644 5699 5656 5637 5669 A T N ekg o an average price of 630.1p/kg.
o4 539.5 5160 5618 5687 564.1 5607 5659 Cow prices weakened again last week by 3p/kg on
Cows average. There were larger falls for heavier cows while P
P3 517.8 5059 5306 | 5377 | 5353 | 5323 | 5345 grade animals under 220kg saw rises last week. Young
AVG 498.4 - 5463 5387 526.6 513.4 5277 bullsimproved last week by an average of 2.3p/kg, led by

Prices listed are for deadweight price reported animals only.
Prices are p/kg. Sterling to ROI prices are converted at 1 euro = 86.55p Stg.
AVG is the average price of all grades in the category (not just those listed).

CATTLE IMPORTS FOR DIRECT SLAUGHTER

strong increases in U3 and R3 prices.

Local slaughter numbers rose by 1,198 head to 9,647 head
last week after a reduced presentation over the St
Patrick’s Day holiday in the previous week. The year to
date has seen 8,171 head fewer cattle slaughtered than

2025 QDY LYIEY PR R PEYIEYPY] during Q1 2025 which marks a 6.4 per cent reduction.
imports from ROI Pime _|__100% 3039 5 e <ou Sughter mumbers s 114 percent
Imports from ROI Cows 5,403 2,128 1,569 9 4P

CATTLE SLAUGHTERINGS

(3,404 head) lower.

Prime average weights in Q1 2026 were 3.9 per cent

2025 P LY EV AN D PLI0E PL higher than 2025 at 351.1kg compared to 337.8kg.

’ Average prime weights across the entirety of 2024 and

Prime Cattle 367,136 95,080 90,499 2025 were 342.9kg and 342.5kg. The total weight of beef
Cows 112,059 29,842 26438

CATTLE AVERAGE CARCASE WEIGHTS (KG)

slaughtered in Q1 2026 stands at 39,608 tonnes which is
3.5 per cent lower than Q1 2025 as heavier weights
partially counteract lower slaughter numbers.

2025 YTD 29/03/25 YTD 28/03/26 . .
. In GB, prices rose across all categories for a second week.
Prime Cattle 3425 3378 3511 Steers increased by 2.4p/kg, heifers by 0.3p/kg, young
Cows 295.8 2994 2963

2025 and 2026 year to date figures are based on the same number of weeks in each
year. Source: DAERA.

LMC-IF) 2026 Spring Conference [e]
Friday 17 April, 9.00am to 12.30pm at the
Glenavon Hotel, Cookstown. A discussion on the
prospects for agriculture in 2026 and beyond. To
register, please scan the QR code or visit

www.ifj.ie/springconference2026

bulls by 0.5p/kg and cows by 0.9p/kg. The North of
England saw steers rising 4.6p/kg last week to 642.1p/kg
and heifers in Scotland rose 1.4p/kg to 640.9p/kg. GB
prices increased the differentials to NI with steers and
heifers now trading 7.2p/kg and 3.9p/kg respectively
compared to 0.4p/kg and 2.8p/kg in the previous week.

Prices in ROI continue to decrease at a sharper rate than
NI with R3 steers and heifers down by an equivalent of
7.3p/kg and 9.4p/kg. The price gap has further widened
with NI R3 steers 45.9p/kg ahead of ROl and R3 heifers
ahead by 41.3p/kg.

NI AVERAGE NON-PREMIUM CATTLE PRICES (P/KG)

Week Ending
28/03/26

Young

Heifers
Bulls

Steers  Change Change Change

U-3 6341 ¥ -26 6355 W -15 6252 Ap +32
R-3 6281 % -24 6289 W -17 6218 An +76
0+3 6226 W -30 6229 ¥ -13 6163 = -0.1
P+3 5897 W -15 5843 A +44 5838

Prices exclude animals paid a premium as notified by price reporting plants. Blank
cells indicate no price in the grade or no price comparison can be made with the
previous period.

NI AVERAGE COW PRICES (P/KG)

Week Ending

e <220kg ~ 220-250kg  250-280kg >280kg
P1 4229 4370 4503 4706
P2 4480 4763 4915 510.0
P3 466.9 5235 5122 5194
03 4889 504.3 517.1 5342
o4 - - 5213 5404
R3 - - - 5533

Blank cells indicate no animals within grade were reported during the period or no
price comparison can be made with previous period.

NI CATTLE MART LIVEWEIGHT PRICES (P/KG)

1st QUALITY
FROM TO AVG

2nd QUALITY
FROM  TO AVG

Week Ending
28/03/26

Finished Cattle

Steers 370 408 381 310 369 330
Friesians 314 328 321 282 312 298
Heifers 361 410 374 300 360 330
Beef Cows 320 418 349 230 319 290
Dairy Cows 242 296 260 102 241 195
Store Cattle

Steers up to 400kg 510 591 530 415 509 450
Steers 400kg - 500kg 460 551 510 360 459 400
Steers over 500kg 420 469 440 320 419 365
Heifers up to 450kg 480 547 510 400 479 425
Heifers over 450kg 420 451 435 330 419 370
Dropped Calves (£/head)

Continental Bulls 745 1100 860 535 735 600
Continental Heifers 675 1110 775 425 670 530
Friesian Bulls 500 710 608 80 460 290
Holstein Bulls 460 620 500 270 390 293

Prices supplied by Ballymena Livestock Market.

EP TRADE

NI DEADWEIGHT SHEEP BASE NI SHEEP MART LIVEWEIGHT PRICES (P/KG)

OTES
01/04/2026
830
790 - 820

(P/KG)
R3 Hoggets (to 22kg)
R3 Hoggets (to 22.5kg)

25/03/2026
820
810
Quotes from 3 of 3 major NI plants.
TOTAL SHEEP SLAUGHTERINGS & EXPORTS (HEAD)
YTD 29/03/25  YTD 28/03/26

2025

Last week 8,708 hoggets and lambs were slaughtered in
local plants, bringing total throughput during Q1 2026 to
114,389 head. Weekly throughput during Q1 remained
above weekly equivalents in 2025, equating to a total year
on year increase of 31,358 head or 37.8 per cent.
Combined ewe and ram slaughterings locally did decline
by 641 head or 9.2 per cent during the comparable 13-
week period year on year to 6,360 head.

Hogget/lamb exports to ROI for direct slaughter last week
totalled 3,950 head, with an additional 2,536 head
exported to GB for direct slaughter. During Q1 2026,

NI Slaughterings 375,178 83,031 114,389 45,227 hoggets/lambs and 1,580 ewes/rams travelled to

ROI plants for direct slaughter, respective year on year
ROI DS Exports 197,261 71,662 45,227 declines across the categories of 26,435 head (36.9 per
GB DS Exports 45,484 45 31,465 cent) and 2,074 head (56.8 per cent). More sheep travelled

2025 and 2026 year to date figures are based on the same number of weeks in each p

year. Source: DAERA.

GB/ROI DW AVERAGE SHEEP PRICES

to GB plants for slaughter with 31,465 head exported
during the opening quarter of 2026, a significant change
rom 45 sheep during the corresponding period of 2025.
Direct slaughter exports to other countries also
contracted during Q1 by 2,489 head (57.6 per cent) to
total 1,830 head.

(P/KG) 21/03/2026 Change 28/03/2026 Change
GB 8375 A +378 867.3 A +298 This week the trade for all types of sheep has been strong,
with small numbers of lambs making their way to local
ROI 7485 A +507 7589 A +103  marts and selling to a top reported price of 970p/kg. Base

Source: AHDB & DAFM.

Information supplied by LMC/DAERA/AHDB/DAFM

quotes for R3 hoggets ended this week at 790p/kg &
820p/kg (22.5kg) and 830p/kg (22kg).

Contact LMC
T: 028 9263 3000

LMC does not guarantee the accuracy or completeness of any third-party information provided in this publication.
LMC hereby disclaims any responsibility for error, omission or inaccuracy in the information, misinterpretation or

any other loss, disappointment, negligence or damage caused by reliance on third party information.
Not for further publication or distribution without prior permission from LMC

E: contactmi@Imcni.com
W: www.lmcni.com

28/03/2026 - 01/04/2026 No From To

Monday Kilrea 950 738 800
Markethill 760 740 801

Tuesday Saintfield 604 690 800
Rathfriland 400 765 890

Wednesday Ballymena 1588 700 847 (AVE 738)
Enniskillen 912 715 800
Armoy 450 680 780

Prices supplied by individual marts.

FQAS MART DATES APRIL 2026

LIT
GORHITY

IS 4"5& Wednesday 8t Kilrea
- 2 Friday 10 - Rathfriland
- @  LMC Farm Liaison Officer Terry White will assist

with scheme queries and offer advice.
FQAS Helpline: 028 9263 3024.

f X

Information
FQAS helpline: 028 9263 3024
Answerphone: 028 9263 3011


https://www.facebook.com/LivestockandMeatCommissionNI
https://x.com/LMCNI
https://share-eu1.hsforms.com/1qVc8nmUZQ_Ow9BT2TNLffQets9e
https://share-eu1.hsforms.com/1qVc8nmUZQ_Ow9BT2TNLffQets9e
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https://share-eu1.hsforms.com/1qVc8nmUZQ_Ow9BT2TNLffQets9e
https://share-eu1.hsforms.com/1qVc8nmUZQ_Ow9BT2TNLffQets9e
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