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Last week saw further pressure on UK beef prices, with
reductions across the grades and categories. Consumer
demand for beef has softened, as higher retail and food
service prices impact purchase volumes. Consumers in GB

o 6309 |597.2| 6329 | 6452 | 6396 | 6363 | 6381 spent 8.8 per cent more on beef in the 12 weeks to 22nd
R3 6283 5845 6400 6438 6352 6322 637.0 March compared with the same period last year according
to figures from Worldpanel by Numerator UK, published
Steers Ra 6323 5897 6373 6435 6364 6351 6389 p AHDB. However, average retail prices increased by 16.4
o3 6189 5763 6277 6315 6224 6184 6236 Per cent during the same period and the volume of beef
sold decreased by 6.5 per cent.
AVG 623.9 - 6329 6382 6289 6255 6313
U3 6312 6025 6433 6523 6452 6368 6453 Data from HMRC and AHDB show that while total imports
of beef to the UK have increased modestly by 4.9 per cent
R3 6269 591.1 6377 6402 6348 6328 6359 to 49433 tonnes in the first two months of 2026
Heifers e 6273 15965 | 6453 | 6424 | 6368 | 633.5 | 6405 compared to 2025, the composition of these has changed.
- i - g 3 - > The proportion of non-EU imports within total imports
03 6175 5833 621.1 6325 6210 6193 622.6 has doubled from 12.6 per cent in 2025 to 28.8 per cent
(14,232 tonnes). The nations in the southern hemisphere
AVG 624.5 - 6387 6369 6279 6199 6311 are making greater use of quotas agreed under post-
U3 6228 5900 6309 6272 6417 6344 6339 bBrexit trade deals, a_nd beef imports in January and
February from Australia and New Zealand of 3,068 tonnes
Young R3 6129 5757 6220 6247 6261 6194 6246 and 5,034 tonnes were 2.5 times and a little over 7 times
Bulls the level of the same period of 2025, respectively. In total,
03 6040 |5572| 609.3 | 6042 | 6116 | 6027 | 609.1 Australasian beef contributed to 16.4 per cent of beef
AVG 606.8 - 6136 6130 6142 6154 6139 imports to the UK in 2026. Brazilian beef imports have
Prime Cattle also increased by 62.3 per cent to 5356 tonnes
Price Reported 6,240 - 5877 6769 8918 5412 26976 zccounting for 8.8 per cent of total imports to the UK.
03 5298 5173 5605 5650 5624 5581 5627 These ilf\creases'have seen imports of Ir_ish beef falling by
13.4% in the first two months of this year to 28305
o4 5345 5171 5589 5640 5581 5609 561.6 tonnes, contributing to the larger price decreases seen in
Cows P 5118 5087 5227 5347 5284 5310 5296 ROI in_ conjunction with concerns over EU beef imports
following the EU-Mercosur trade agreement.
AVG 497.4 - 5406 537.7 5197 5124 5248

Prices listed are for deadweight price reported animals only.
Prices are p/kg. Sterling to ROI prices are converted at 1 euro = 87.01p Stg.
AVG is the average price of all grades in the category (not just those listed).

CATTLE EXPORTS FOR DIRECT SLAUGHTER

Last week, steers in NI weakened by an average of 2p/kg
to 623.9 p/kg and heifers decreased by 4.7p/kg to
624.5p/kg. The movements were smaller in the lower
grades with prices for O3 and O4 grade steers increasing
due to fluctuations in the weekly bonus eligible animal
slaughter. Young bulls were back by an average of 4.3p/kg

2025 MUCRETETERACREIIEIEL \ith smaller moves for higher grade animals. Cull cows
Exports to ROI Prime 175 50 155 were weaker with larger decreases for heavier cows,
Exports to ROI Cows 2,120 400 272 however, R3 grade cows were up 1.5p/kg to 562.0p/kg.
Exports to GB Prime 709 709 0 L . .
Exports to GB Cows 89 89 0 Prices in GB saw larger falls than in NI with steers down by

CATTLE IMPORTS FOR DIRECT SLAUGHTER

39p/kg to 6313p/kg and heifers back 4.4p/kg to
631.1p/kg. Scottish prices saw larger falls with steers and
heifers both down 6.0p/kg on the week. Young bulls fell
by 1.9p/kg and cull cows were weaker with larger falls in

2025 YTD 19/04/25 YTD 18/04/26
the lower grades.
Imports from ROI Prime 10,066 4,073 4,647
Imports from ROI Cows 5403 2,603 1,804 In RO, prices saw an uptick for R3 heifers of 2.0p/kg after

CATTLE SLAUGHTERINGS

a long decline. R3 steers were steady, down 0.1p/kg and
cows were higher by over a penny across the grades.
Although, the differentials to NI remain wide with R3

2025 MLREVZTPAM QPR T ZVPL] steers and heifers 43.7p/kg and 35.8p/kg lower, they are
Prime Cattle 367,136 118,385 110,680 closer than 45.9p/kg and 41.3p/kg seen at the end of
Cows 112,059 36,149 31567 March

CATTLE AVERAGE CARCASE WEIGHTS (KG)

2025
3425
295.8

YTD 19/04/25 YTD 18/04/26
3379 3515
299.1 296.4

Prime Cattle
Cows

2025 and 2026 year to date figures are based on the same number of weeks in each
year. Source: DAERA.

NI DEADWEIGHT SHEEP BASE QUOTES
(P/KG) 15/04/2026  22/04/2026

R3 Lamb (21kg) -

R3 Hoggets (22.5kg) 820

Quotes from 2 of 3 major NI plants.

TOTAL SHEEP SLAUGHTERINGS & EXPORTS (HEAD)

2025 YTD 19/04/25 YTD 18/04/26

Slaughter numbers increased by 2,037 on the week to
7,317 head of prime cattle and 2,078 cull cows after two
weeks of smaller presentations due to the Easter holidays.
Despite the recovery, 2026 slaughter numbers remain 8.0
per cent lower than the equivalent period of 2025 with

NI AVERAGE NON-PREMIUM CATTLE PRICES (P/KG)

W:se;(oir}ii:g Steers Change Heifers Change v::lTs Change
U-3 6296 W -32 6293 W -19 6185 ¥ -19
R-3 6226 W -18 6241 W -07 6121 W -32
0+3 6154 W -29 6182 =» +0.1 607.1 @ -37
P+3 5843 M +07 576.3 - 580.5 -

Prices exclude animals paid a premium as notified by price reporting plants. Blank
cells indicate no price in the grade or no price comparison can be made with the
previous period.

NI AVERAGE COW PRICES (P/KG)

WeekEnding _,,01g  220-250kg  250-280kg  >280kg
18/04/26
P1 4230 4366 4454 4637
P2 4454 4749 48238 5035
P3 477 4928 5020 5150
03 - - 5165 5313
04 4477 - - 5359
R3 : - : 5620

Blank cells indicate no animals within grade were reported during the period or no
price comparison can be made with previous period.

NI CATTLE MART LIVEWEIGHT PRICES (P/KG)

Week Ending
18/04/26
Finished Cattle

1st QUALITY
FROM TO0

2nd QUALITY

AVG  FROM TO0 AVG

Steers 367 418 380 305 366 325
Friesians 317 330 323 278 292 287
Heifers 355 410 374 300 354 325
Beef Cows 314 374 338 220 313 280
Dairy Cows 212 300 249 100 211 180
Store Cattle

Steers up to 400kg 480 558 510 400 479 430
Steers 400kg - 500kg 420 491 450 320 419 370
Steers over 500kg 400 431 413 300 399 340
Heifers up to 450kg 480 558 500 380 479 415
Heifers over 450kg 400 489 440 300 399 350
Dropped Calves (£/head)

Continental Bulls 700 840 760 450 695 525
Continental Heifers 650 850 700 400 645 500
Friesian Bulls 260 330 275 70 230 134

Holstein Bulls - - - - - -

7,705 fewer prime cattle and 4,582 fewer cull cows Prices supplied by Ballymena Livestock Market.

presented for slaughter.

Last week local plants handled a combined total of 6,288
hoggets and lambs, 1,468 head or 18.9 per cent behind
the 6-week average (7,756 head), as finished hogget
numbers coming onto the market begin to decline.

Tightening hogget supplies were also reflected in live
direct slaughter export numbers last week. Hogget/lamb
exports to ROl plants totalled 3,175 head, with an
additional 912 head exported to GB plants for direct
slaughter. As lambs are weaned for slaughter, strong ewe
numbers are being culled from local flocks in response to
the historically high trade for cull sheep. Mid-week in

NI Slaughterings 375,178 102,424 132,646 Ballymena an entry of almost 700 cull ewes passed

through the sales ring, with ewes selling to a top price of
ROI DS Exports 197,261 86,618 57340 £334 in Armoy. The latest available data from DAERA on
GB DS Exports 45,484 85 34,327 sheep exports to GB farms reports 16,207 sheep moved to

2025 and 2026 year to date figures are based on the same number of weeks in
each year. Source: DAERA.

GB/ROI DW AVERAGE SHEEP PRICES

(P/KG) 11/04/2026 Change 18/04/2026 Change

GB holdings during March 2026, a large number of which
can be assigned to cull animals moving to mainland
marts. August 2024 was the last time a similar monthly
level of NI sheep moved to GB holdings (16,514 head).

In response to reduced hogget availability locally, spring
lambs are now in demand by local plants, with LMC

GB 846.7 ¥ -188 843.0 W 37 receiving a base quote from two local plants mid-week of
900p/kg for R3 lambs to 21kg. Base quotes for hoggets
ROI 7800 A +17.2 7980 A +180  have also increased and ended the week in the region of

Source: AHDB & DAFM.

Information supplied by LMC/DAERA/AHDB/DAFM

835p/kg to 22.5kg (2 of 3 major NI sheep plants).

Contact LMC

LMC does not guarantee the accuracy or completeness of any third-party information provided in this publication.
LMC hereby disclaims any responsibility for error, omission or inaccuracy in the information, misinterpretation or

any other loss, disappointment, negligence or damage caused by reliance on third party information.
Not for further publication or distribution without prior permission from LMC

T: 028 9263 3000
E: contactmi@Imcni.com
W: www.Imcni.com

NI SHEEP MART LIVEWEIGHT PRICES (P/KG)

18/04/2026 - HOGGETS LAMBS
22/04/2026 No From To From To
Saturday Omagh 299 681 773 16 799 838
Swatragh 460 714 878 - - -
Monday  Kilrea 500 770 851 200 876 929
Markethill 250 750 825 200 850 895
Tuesday  Saintfield 307 740 830 88 850 900
Rathfriland 300 705 881 252 777 902
Wednesday Ballymena 1008 700 (AVBEB7570) 390 850 (A\}SOQ%B)
Armoy 229 738 843 - - -

Prices supplied by individual marts.

Information
FQAS helpline: 028 9263 3024
Answerphone: 028 9263 3011
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https://www.facebook.com/LivestockandMeatCommissionNI
https://x.com/LMCNI
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