
LMC Farm Liaison Officer Terry White will assist 

with scheme queries and offer advice.  

FQAS Helpline: 028 9263 3024.

FQAS MART DATES AUGUST 2026
Thursday 6th – Enniskillen

Friday 7th – Rathfriland

Wednesday 12th – Kilrea
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CATTLE

Prices exclude animals paid a premium as notified by price reporting plants. Blank cells 

indicate no price in the grade or no price comparison can be made with the previous 

period.

Prices listed are for deadweight price reported animals only.

Prices are p/kg. Sterling to ROI prices are converted at 1 euro = 85.23 Stg.

AVG is the average price of all grades in the category (not just those listed).

SHEEP

Contact LMC

T: 028 9263 3000

E: contactmi@lmcni.com

W: www.lmcni.com

Information

FQAS helpline: 028 9263 3024

Answerphone: 028 9263 3011
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Blank cells indicate no animals within grade were reported during the period or no 

price comparison can be made with previous period.

2025 and 2026 year to date figures are based on the same number of weeks in each 

year. Source: DAERA.

Prices supplied by individual marts.

Deadweight cattle prices in Northern Ireland 

increased last week by 1.4p/kg for R3 steers, 

bringing the average to 610.8p/kg with prices 

quoted for the current week could be up again by 

around 4p/kg. Non-premium animals, which exclude 

bonus cattle such as Aberdeen Angus and Herefords, 

benefited last week from a rise in price of 3.4p/kg for 

R-3 steers, 3.0p/kg for heifers and 2.4p/kg for young 

bulls.

Last week 6,981 cattle were slaughtered in NI 

bringing the total for the year to date (30 weeks) to 

263,870. This is 21,828 head or 7.6% lower than 

2025. Three quarters (76.7%) of the total slaughter 

this year has consisted of prime cattle, with number 

of head slaughtered 6.7% below 2025.

Direct slaughter exports of 11 head of prime cattle 

went to ROI last week with the year-to-date total at 

331 head. There were 198 head of prime cattle 

imported from ROI for direct slaughter last week 

bringing the year-to-date total to 7,259 or 19.6% 

above last year.

The ongoing tightness in cattle supplies across 

England with several counties currently in drought 

conditions, and lower Scottish availability, has 

cultivated increasing prices in all prime categories 

across GB. The average price for an R3 steer in NI 

now sits less than a penny behind GB, though 

Scotland remains 6.2p ahead. 

Cattle on farms in ROI to June 2026 were up year on 

year for beef cattle by 3.4% and dairy by 0.9%. The 

picture for calf registrations for ROI in 2026 is a 

mixed one with the number of beef sired calves 

registered having fallen year on year by 2.5% or 

37,000 head but balanced by an increase in dairy 

sired calves of 45,000 head or 8.5%. Total overall calf 

registrations in ROI are holding at a 0.4% increase on 

the previous year. This apparent stabilising of 

numbers comes on the back of 3 consecutive years 

of falling dairy calf registrations covered by increases 

in the number of beef sired calves registered. 

Tariffs and regulatory requirements are shaping 

trade around the world. With the EU set to ban beef 

imports from Brazil from September as a result of 

compliance issues, this has the potential to change 

the balance of supply on the EU market. Brazil will no 

doubt look to other countries as substitutes for its 

beef exports. Higher prices in the UK will provide a 

strong alternative draw for supplies from Brazil and 

provide an appetising market for others including 

New Zealand and Australia. 

Australian exporters are looking at expanding into 

other Asian markets as alternatives to the increased 

tariffs levied by China which followed triggering of 

its safeguarding threshold. Another main export 

destination for Australia is South Korea which has 

triggered its own safeguard threshold under an 

existing Free Trade Agreement raising tariffs to 24%. 

Tariffs and regulations are just two features that will 

continue to create a challenge for global trade and 

encourage exporters to look towards the UK as a 

viable market.

Source: AHDB & DAFM.

2025 and 2026 year to date figures are based on the same number of weeks in 

each year. Source: DAERA.

Quotes from 3 of 3 major NI plants.

Prices supplied by Ballymena Livestock Market. 

Base quotes from NI plants eased again this week. 

One major processor reduced its quote for R3 lambs, 

up to 21kg, by 40p/kg to 700p/kg, while another 

major processor was quoting 720p/kg.

Local lamb throughput returned to more typical levels 

last week following the bank holiday, with processors 

handling 7,652 head, 2,232 head, or 41.2%, higher 

than the previous week. During the first 30 weeks of 

2026, local processors have handled 226,360 lambs, 

30,641 head, or 15.7%, above the corresponding 

period in 2025.

Exports of lambs from NI to GB for direct slaughter 

increased last week, with 3,087 head exported, 781 

head more than the previous week. During the first 30 

weeks of 2026, exports to GB have totalled 78,338 

head, compared with 21,209 head during the 

corresponding period in 2025.

The average deadweight GB lamb price continued to 

strengthen last week, increasing by 2.8p/kg to 

average 809.2p/kg. Following the softer prices 

recorded through June and early July, the GB average 

has remained around the 800p/kg level since early 

July. Tighter supplies in GB, linked to challenging 

grass growing conditions and fewer finished lambs 

coming forward, are contributing to the firmer price 

position, with the GB market continuing to provide an 

attractive outlet for NI lambs.

FROM TO AVG FROM TO AVG

Steers 376 396 384 300 375 330

Friesians 306 318 312 288 304 294

Heifers 368 390 377 300 367 330

Beef Cows 328 394 362 235 327 280

Dairy Cows 222 260 240 146 221 185

Steers up to 400kg 460 574 490 350 459 405

Steers 400kg - 500kg 425 523 445 325 424 370

Steers over 500kg 365 431 381 320 364 330

Heifers up to 450kg 450 519 472 350 449 390

Heifers over 450kg 355 589 380 305 354 325

Continental Bulls 750 990 825 570 740 650

Continental Heifers 650 900 750 425 645 525

Friesian Bulls 300 400 350 210 260 227

Holstein Bulls 340 420 360 - - -

Store Cattle

Dropped Calves (£/head)

Finished Cattle

NI CATTLE MART LIVEWEIGHT PRICES (P/KG)

1st QUALITY 2nd QUALITYWeek Ending 

25/07/26

Week Ending 

25/07/26
Steers Change Heifers Change

Young 

Bulls
Change

U-3 613.9 +4.5 615.3 +3.3 606.0 +4.5

R-3 606.6 +3.4 605.4 +3.0 598.3 +2.4

O+3 599.2 +1.2 598.1 +0.4 591.3 +3.5

P+3 566.7 +2.2 556.9 +2.8 - -

NI AVERAGE NON-PREMIUM CATTLE PRICES (P/KG)

Week Ending 

25/07/26
 <220kg 220-250kg 250-280kg  >280kg

P1 406.5 425.2 435.5 463.9

P2 440.4 466.7 482.1 495.7

P3 458.3 472.2 494.2 507.0

O3 - - 537.0 528.2

O4 - - - 525.2

R3 - - - 549.6

NI AVERAGE COW PRICES (P/KG)

(P/KG) 22/07/2026 29/07/2026

R3 Lamb (21kg) 740 700 - 720

NI DEADWEIGHT SHEEP BASE QUOTES

Northern 

Ireland

Rep of 

Ireland
Scotland 

Northern 

England

Midlands 

& Wales

Southern 

England 
GB

U3 614.3 580.1 612.2 610.6 616.3 616.2 613.5

R3 610.8 573.5 617.0 609.7 612.6 607.0 611.4

R4 609.1 574.9 616.1 614.9 614.0 609.0 614.4

O3 600.4 566.7 615.4 604.8 602.9 603.7 604.7

AVG 604.7 - 612.5 607.5 606.1 603.7 607.3

U3 615.6 590.9 618.5 621.8 620.3 615.5 619.4

R3 610.3 577.9 615.5 610.1 611.8 606.6 610.8

R4 610.0 581.5 622.5 613.0 613.9 607.5 614.9

O3 600.9 575.3 609.0 596.2 600.2 589.6 597.9

AVG 605.6 - 615.9 608.2 604.4 593.3 605.6

U3 607.1 579.5 612.2 602.9 608.5 607.2 609.2

R3 602.3 571.6 603.3 594.9 599.6 603.3 600.4

O3 585.2 554.9 583.0 579.1 584.3 586.1 583.8

AVG 596.8 - 603.2 590.6 594.4 594.4 596.9

4517 - 5,414 6,119 7,937 4,488 23,958

O3 513.7 519.9 539.6 541.9 532.5 529.2 536.3

O4 518.0 522.5 554.1 543.7 530.4 533.5 540.2

P3 493.7 513.2 508.8 504.4 501.9 494.7 500.2

AVG 488.1 - 528.4 509.1 489.1 471.7 492.9

AVERAGE DEADWEIGHT CATTLE PRICES (P/KG)

Week Ending   

25/07/26

Steers

Heifers

Young 

Bulls

Prime Cattle 

Price Reported

Cows

2025 YTD 26/07/25 YTD 25/07/26

Exports to ROI Prime 175 91 331

Exports to ROI Cows 2,120 1,077 667

2025 YTD 26/07/25 YTD 25/07/26

Imports from ROI Prime 10,066 6,071 7,259

Imports from ROI Cows 5,403 3,542 2,753

2025 YTD 26/07/25 YTD 25/07/26

Prime Cattle 367,136 216,994 202,394

Cows 112,059 61,865 54,978

2025 YTD 26/07/25 YTD 25/07/26

Prime Cattle 342.5 339.4 351.8

Cows 295.8 298.7 296.6

CATTLE EXPORTS FOR DIRECT SLAUGHTER

CATTLE IMPORTS FOR DIRECT SLAUGHTER

CATTLE SLAUGHTERINGS

CATTLE AVERAGE CARCASE WEIGHTS (KG)

No From To

Saturday Omagh 614 629 707

Swatragh 1080 635 689

Monday Kilrea 1100 642 705

Markethill 1400 600 654

Tuesday Saintfield 930 630 729

Rathfriland 1208 618 705

Wednesday Ballymena 1603 590 706 (AVE 630)

Enniskillen 805 600 685

NI SHEEP MART LIVEWEIGHT PRICES (P/KG) 

LAMBS

25/07/2026 - 29/07/2026 

2025 YTD 26/07/25 YTD 25/07/26

NI Slaughterings 375,178 195,719 226,360

ROI DS Exports 197,261 123,908 77,850

GB DS Exports 45,484 21,209 78,338

TOTAL SHEEP SLAUGHTERINGS & EXPORTS (HEAD)

(P/KG) 18/07/2026 Change 25/07/2026 Change

GB Lamb 806.4 +2.7 809.2 +2.8

ROI Lamb 740.9 +6.7 744.5 +3.6

GB/ROI DW AVERAGE SHEEP PRICES

https://www.facebook.com/LivestockandMeatCommissionNI
https://x.com/LMCNI

	Slide 1: WEEKLY BULLETIN OF THE LIVESTOCK AND MEAT COMMISSION

