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CATTLE

Prices exclude animals paid a premium as notified by price reporting plants. 

Blank cells indicate no price in the grade or no price comparison can be made 

with the previous period.

Prices listed are for deadweight price reported animals only.

Prices are p/kg. Sterling to ROI prices are converted at 1 euro = 86.25p Stg.

AVG is the average price of all grades in the category (not just those listed).

SHEEP

Contact LMC

T: 028 9263 3000

E: contactmi@lmcni.com

W: www.lmcni.com

Information

FQAS helpline: 028 9263 3024

Answerphone: 028 9263 3011
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Blank cells indicate no animals within grade were reported during the period or 

no price comparison can be made with previous period.

2025 and 2026 year to date figures are based on the same number of weeks in each 

year. Source: DAERA.

Source: AHDB & DAFM.

Prices supplied by individual marts.

2025 and 2026 year to date figures are based on the same number of weeks in 

each year. Source: DAERA.

The last week of June saw cattle prices strengthen in 

NI across all categories and grades following three 

weeks of relatively stable trade as slaughter numbers 

continued to tighten. At 7,784 head, throughput was 

more than 1,000 head lower than just two weeks 

previously and is over 1,500 head lower than the 

same week last year. Prices also continued to rise in 

GB with R grade steers and heifers back above 

600p/kg. Supplies are also tight in GB with 23,396 

cattle price reported last week compared to 24,618 

head two weeks earlier. In ROI, cattle prices also 

recorded a second consecutive weekly increase.

NI steers rose by an average of 7.8p/kg to 590.5p/kg 

with U3 steers increasing 7.4p/kg to 596.7p/kg and R3 

steers up 3.9p/kg to 591.1p/kg. Heifer prices were 

3.3p/kg higher at 587.1p/kg. R3 heifers rose 3.0p/kg 

to 589.0p/kg and O3 heifers were up 6.0p/kg to 

583.5p/kg. Young bull prices increased by an average 

of 5.2p/kg to 573.9p/kg with R3 young bulls rising by 

4.1p/kg to 580.9p/kg. Cull cow prices firmed across all 

grades and weight bands with P grade cows 

recording the largest increases after continuing to fall 

in recent weeks. 250-280kg P3 cows were 7.6p/kg 

higher and P2 cows under 220kg rose 13.1p/kg.

Local slaughter numbers fell by 406 head last week to 

7,784, leaving throughput 1,273 head below the level 

recorded two weeks earlier when 9,057 cattle were 

slaughtered. The equivalent week last year saw 9,326 

cattle slaughtered in NI. Prime slaughter numbers fell 

below 6,000 last week to 5,988, down from 7,014 in 

mid-June and 6,968 in the corresponding week last 

year. Total throughput in the first half of 2026 was 

19,411 head lower than in the first six months of 2025, 

with prime slaughter numbers down 12,976 head and 

cow slaughterings 6,155 head lower.

Imports from ROI increased to 189 head last week 

from 171 head with supplies remaining tight in recent 

weeks. Prime cattle imports for direct slaughter are 

running 972 head ahead of the same period last year, 

an increase of 17.0 per cent. In contrast, imports of 

cows for direct slaughter are 812 head lower, a 24.9 

per cent decrease. Last week, 55 cows and 1 heifer 

were exported to ROI for direct slaughter. So far this 

year, 264 prime cattle have been exported to ROI for 

direct slaughter, 3.5 times as many as during the 

same period last year. Cow exports, however, have 

almost halved to 450 head.

In GB, steers rose by an average of 1.8p/kg to 

597.4p/kg with R3 steers increasing by 4.0p/kg to 

603.9p/kg. Heifers were 4.0p/kg higher at 598.1p/kg 

and R3 heifers were up 2.8p/kg to 601.6p/kg. The NI-

GB price differential was stable at 12.7p/kg for R3 

steers and 12.6p/kg for R3 heifers, compared with 

12.7p/kg and 12.8p/kg respectively the previous week.

Prices also rose in ROI for a second consecutive week, 

with R3 steers rising by the equivalent of 6.7p/kg to 

557.8p/kg and R3 heifers increasing by 2.5p/kg to 

559.3p/kg. The NI-ROI R3 price differential stands at 

33.3p/kg for steers and 29.7p/kg for heifers, 

compared with 36.1p/kg and 29.2p/kg respectively a 

week earlier.

Quotes from 3 of 3 major NI plants.

Prices supplied by Ballymena Livestock Market. 

Last week lamb throughput in local plants totalled 

5,760 head, taking the quarter 2 kill to 85,132 head, 

steady on the corresponding 3-month period of 2025 

when 85,129 head were slaughtered. Last week an 

additional 3,238 sheep were exported to plants in GB.  

A small consignment of 746 lambs moved to ROI 

plants, a week on week decline of 1,425 head to ROI, 

and 965 head (56.4 per cent) behind export levels 

during the corresponding week of 2025. Total lamb 

exports to ROI for slaughter during Q2 2026 stood at 

26,151 head, back 38.6 per cent from the same period 

of 2025 with a stronger trade in GB pulling local 

lambs. GB exports totalled 33,827 head during Q2 

2026, a year on year increase of 62.4 per cent.

Across the regions the lamb trade softened last week, 

a seasonal decline occurring later than usual this year 

as demand for product from the export market 

declined, following strong demand from GB 

supporting the local trade during Q1 and much of Q2. 

Last week in GB the average deadweight lamb price 

reported a 37.2p/kg decrease week on week to 

869.2p/kg. Base quotes received by LMC mid-week 

from the three major processing plants were in the 

region of 750p/kg for R3 lambs to 21kg. The 

deadweight lamb trade ended the week in the region 

of 780p/kg to 21kg with strong numbers expected to 

be offloaded next week ahead of holiday closures.

FQAS SUPPORT- MART DATES JULY 2026

Friday 17th – Ballymena

Monday 20th – Omagh

Tuesday 28th – Markethill

FROM TO AVG FROM TO AVG

Steers 358 395 368 295 357 320

Friesians 278 339 295 - - -

Heifers 358 384 370 300 357 328

Beef Cows 322 392 348 230 321 275

Dairy Cows 248 296 273 166 247 195

Steers up to 400kg 450 568 490 350 449 415

Steers 400kg - 500kg 400 450 425 300 399 350

Steers over 500kg 365 386 372 298 360 330

Heifers up to 450kg 420 487 445 320 419 370

Heifers over 450kg 390 426 410 300 389 340

Continental Bulls 700 970 770 520 695 580

Continental Heifers 600 940 690 380 595 480

Friesian Bulls 320 585 508 55 310 253

Holstein Bulls - - - - - -

Store Cattle

Dropped Calves (£/head)

Finished Cattle

NI CATTLE MART LIVEWEIGHT PRICES (P/KG)

1st QUALITY 2nd QUALITYWeek Ending 

27/06/26

Week Ending 

27/06/26
Steers Change Heifers Change

Young 

Bulls
Change

U-3 594.2 +6.5 594.0 +4.0 587.6 +5.5

R-3 585.9 +4.0 585.4 +4.0 578.8 +3.8

O+3 580.9 +4.5 579.5 +2.6 571.4 +4.1

P+3 545.7 +4.4 539.2 +3.7 - -

NI AVERAGE NON-PREMIUM CATTLE PRICES (P/KG)

2025 YTD 28/06/25 YTD 27/06/26

Exports to ROI Prime 175 75 264

Exports to ROI Cows 2,120 833 450

2025 YTD 28/06/25 YTD 27/06/26

Imports from ROI Prime 10,066 5,711 6,683

Imports from ROI Cows 5,403 3,264 2,452

2025 YTD 28/06/25 YTD 27/06/26

Prime Cattle 367,136 194,842 181,866

Cows 112,059 55,254 49,099

2025 YTD 28/06/25 YTD 27/06/26

Prime Cattle 342.5 339.4 351.9

Cows 295.8 299.1 296.7

CATTLE EXPORTS FOR DIRECT SLAUGHTER

CATTLE IMPORTS FOR DIRECT SLAUGHTER

CATTLE SLAUGHTERINGS

CATTLE AVERAGE CARCASE WEIGHTS (KG)

Week Ending 

27/06/26
 <220kg 220-250kg 250-280kg  >280kg

P1 390.3 412.2 424.3 439.2

P2 418.9 443.1 461.3 479.0

P3 445.8 459.5 477.9 484.3

O3 - 476.0 486.3 503.8

O4 - - - 502.6

R3 - - - 526.1

NI AVERAGE COW PRICES (P/KG)

(P/KG) 24/06/2026 01/07/2026

R3 Lamb (21kg) 770 - 780 750

NI DEADWEIGHT SHEEP BASE QUOTES

No From To

Saturday Omagh 443 663 764

Swatragh 500 729 789

Monday Kilrea 700 715 815

Markethill 770 700 816

Tuesday Saintfield 616 700 790

Rathfriland 880 670 755

Wednesday Ballymena 2028 650 778 (AVE 682)

Enniskillen 592 602 757

NI SHEEP MART LIVEWEIGHT PRICES (P/KG) 

LAMBS

27/06/2026 - 01/07/2026 

2025 YTD 28/06/25 YTD 27/06/26

NI Slaughterings 375,178 168,160 199,521

ROI DS Exports 197,261 114,272 71,378

GB DS Exports 45,484 12,757 65,292

TOTAL SHEEP SLAUGHTERINGS & EXPORTS (HEAD)

(P/KG) 20/06/2026 Change 27/06/2026 Change

GB Lamb 906.4 -31.9 869.2 -37.2

ROI Lamb 812.0 -1.8 792.6 -19.4

GB/ROI DW AVERAGE SHEEP PRICES

Northern 

Ireland

Rep of 

Ireland
Scotland 

Northern 

England

Midlands 

& Wales

Southern 

England 
GB

U3 596.7 566.6 596.2 612.1 605.8 605.8 603.7

R3 591.1 557.8 602.5 609.1 602.1 602.1 603.9

R4 595.7 567.3 600.1 607.3 606.5 606.5 604.1

O3 584.5 552.2 590.2 593.7 597.9 597.9 594.7

AVG 590.5 - 595.6 601.5 597.2 593.7 597.4

U3 596.0 571.5 607.9 616.2 606.4 604.5 608.9

R3 589.0 559.3 609.5 603.5 600.3 596.8 601.6

R4 589.9 563.4 613.5 604.3 606.4 600.7 606.8

O3 583.5 555.7 591.7 591.8 594.0 587.9 591.8

AVG 587.1 - 609.2 598.9 596.9 586.9 598.1

U3 587.4 563.4 584.5 588.7 602.3 596.0 592.0

R3 580.9 551.4 578.7 586.5 589.9 598.4 587.2

O3 569.0 537.5 561.9 560.8 574.2 584.2 572.6

AVG 573.9 - 577.9 579.5 583.7 587.4 581.6

5,033 - 5,335 6,070 7,961 4,030 23,396

O3 501.0 498.0 521.7 530.9 524.2 532.8 527.4

O4 502.3 498.9 531.7 527.8 522.5 523.4 525.9

P3 481.7 489.7 489.0 494.8 496.1 491.0 494.2

AVG 465.7 - 502.4 504.5 489.1 469.9 490.0

AVERAGE DEADWEIGHT CATTLE PRICES (P/KG)

Week Ending   

27/06/26

Steers

Heifers

Young 

Bulls

Prime Cattle 

Price Reported

Cows

https://www.facebook.com/LivestockandMeatCommissionNI
https://x.com/LMCNI
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