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Agriculture must find that all-important path forward for NAP
Livestock and Meat Commission for Northern that the measures show clear progress from what programme reached over 16,000 pupils across
Ireland (LMC) Chief Executive, Colin Smith, was contained within the raft of Northern Ireland.
believes that local agriculture is facing up to a recommendations put forward by the Commenting, LMC Head of Marketing and
number orf fundamen%calh ﬁeciﬂor;\—maki?‘g DepallrtrfT%ent of Agriculturﬁ, Environment and Communications Lauren Patterson said:
processes, the outcome of which will shape the Rural Affairs some 12 months ago. “Another school vear brings the successful
thure of the industry for many years to come.  two important _changes within  NAP 2026 completion of LMCycookery gemonstrations for
el compared to the 2025 proposals that will have a pupils from Key Stage 2 to A-level. Each
direct bearing on the cattle and sheep sector demonstration is tailored to curriculum learning
include the continuing provision to allow the gutcomes and helps increase understanding of
three-high stacking of silage bales and thethe NIFQA Scheme and the provenance,
graduated introduction of low emission slurry traceability and high production standards
spreading equipment (LESSE). associated. Pupils witness the skills required to
"Both these proposed measures recognise the cook beef and lamb, have the opportunity to
challenges faced by small cattle and sheep taste the dish and take home a recipe book.”
- farmers,” confirmed LMC's Chief Executive. Building on its established  education
s But Colin Smith is in no wa% playing down the programme, LMC launched the innovative 'Farm
| complexity of the systems that must be put inin A'Box’ resource for Foundation Stage pupils. It
place to allow the development of a sustainable includes raw wool, animal meal, soil and wheat,
farming sector within which the issues of wateralongside supporting resource books and
i quality, ammonia emissions, the effective materials.

One of these is already in play: the recently utilisation of soil nutrients and planning are Layren continued, “Farm In A Box is an exciting

launched public consultation on the make-up of addressed in a holistic manner. interactive resource designed to bring farming to
Northern = Ireland's new Nutrient Action “These matters are all inter-connected,” helife through hands-on, curriculum-aligned
Programme (NAP). stressed. "Every farmer wants the quality of ourexploratory learning. Introducing resources for

But following closely on its heels will be a similar environment to be improved. And, in a veryour youngest learners was a natural Erogression
consultation, addressing the best way to practical way, this means dealing with the excess for LMC, providing a practical and effective way
eradicate bovine tuberculosis (bTB) with a nutrients that are produced within production of engaging youn? people while instilling the
specific consultation on wildlife intervention agriculture. The principle of nutrient stewardship, basic principles of farming and food production
options. which has been introduced courtesy of the new at an age-appropriate level.”

The LMC representative further explained, “In NAP framework document, is worthy of note.Recognising the important role teachers play in
both cases the best way forward involves all the Based around a tiered system, it has been put delivering ~ education on red meat, LMC
relevant groups coming together and agreeing a forward with the objective of delivering key committed to providing 100 opportunities for
way forward in a spirit of collaboration benefits. These include: an increased number of teachers to attend tailored Red Meat Workshops.
Compromise will be required: it's all about farms on a pathway to optimal nutrient|ayren noted, “These practical sessions are
finding an outcome which everyone can accept.” efﬁaquc/j, Ieadlzg to :Ol\;vler nutlrllenlt Iosskes. | alWSYS popular with teacgers aknd offder expert

" o ‘e He added, “Land availability will play a key role in guidance on preparing and cooking red meat as
rHee L?i(rjedde?s' ar?uatbsl:)r?l?teerelencrgngititgﬁ gr?rtr;’%ro?rltsg? determining the future scale of cattle and sheepwell as sharing information on its nutritional
aIIqthe arties involved ofgthe end oinri that Eroduction in Northern Ireland. But this issue will profile and health benefits, with teachers
everyong wants to see reached Whel?e NAP s °¢ determined by the resources needed within reporting increased confidence in the use of red
concerned, the issue in focus is the need to other sectors, including pigs, poultry and meat in the classroom.

improve water quality in Northern Ireland. intensive .daire]/, to deal with the nutrients they :
Resolving the bTB ~challenge requires a produce in the form of manures, slurries and

pragmatic, evidence-based approach that litter. .

maintains a sustainable balance between badger Northern reland accounts for 18% of the beef
populations and healthy cattle herds across all of produced in the United Kingdom and when
our rural areas.” considering the fast—growm% population across
Meanwhile, a 10-week public consultation the UK, the need for sustainable growth is clear.

seeking to find views from across society as a £ & 1= 1=
whole on the make-up of a new NAP for g
Northern Ireland is underway. Underpinning this
process is the detailed series of proposals

LMC's proactive support extends beyond the
classroom, with the Commission attending
careers fairs to provide advice on pathways into
.| the agri-food industry. Alongside this, LMC
provided a bursary opportunity to a first-year
undergraduate student at CAFRE.

LMC extends its sincere thanks to its dedicated
team of cookery demonstrators and the

brought forward by the NAP task and finish 3o
group, established by DAERA minister, Andrew S
Colin Smith again, “No one is under the illusion N
that putting in place a new NAP and having it

fully complied with will be easy. But it is already | g

evident that the new measures can provide a

pathway towards a sustainable future for cattle

and sheep production in Northern Ireland.”

LMC will be participating in the NAP public

organisation will liaise closely with farming hundreds of teachers who continue to engage
stakeholders and representatives of the red meat = . with and support its portfolio each year. Tﬂe
processing sector. Record Year for LMC Education organisation values its ongoing collaboration
Colin Smith commented, “It's important that Programme with CCEA through subject steering groups,
farmers also participate in the NAP public Throughout the 2025/26 academic year, the helping ensure all resources remain curriculum-
consultation. Before rezpondiné;', they should get Livestock and Meat Commission remained at the aligned, relevant and practical in the classroom.
all the advice they need regarding the proposals forefront of delivering industry-led education Importantly, programme outcomes not only
different and the implications of the current Assured (NIFQA) beef and lamb while equipping tangible, measurable returns on investment for
proposals will have differing consequences for the next generation of consumers and industry levy payers.

individual businesses.” professionals with a greater understanding of the | ¢ will now focus on planning the re-launch of
While it is still early days in terms of fully sector. o _ its programme for the new academic year, with a
assessing the impact of the NAP proposals A core aspect of the Commission’s programme is continued commitment to building on success,
published by the NAP stakeholder task and finish the provision of cookery demonstrations for both supporting collaboration and leading industry-
group, the general consensus from within LMC is primary and post-primary pupils. This year the  led food education in Northern Ireland.

Muir MLA, nine months ago.
consultation. Prior to this, however, the
that are now on the table. Each farm operation is that promotes Northern Ireland Farm Quality support the education sector but deliver
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