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CATTLE

Prices exclude animals paid a premium as notified by price reporting plants. Blank cells 

indicate no price in the grade or no price comparison can be made with the previous 

period.

Prices listed are for deadweight price reported animals only.

Prices are p/kg. Sterling to ROI prices are converted at 1 euro = 85.62 Stg.

AVG is the average price of all grades in the category (not just those listed).

SHEEP

Contact LMC

T: 028 9263 3000

E: contactmi@lmcni.com

W: www.lmcni.com

Information

FQAS helpline: 028 9263 3024

Answerphone: 028 9263 3011
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Blank cells indicate no animals within grade were reported during the period or no 

price comparison can be made with previous period.

2025 and 2026 year to date figures are based on the same number of weeks in each 

year. Source: DAERA.

Prices supplied by individual marts.

The downward pressure on cattle prices continued in 

NI last week, although the decrease was less 

pronounced than in the previous week. R-3 steers 

eased 0.9p/kg to 601.0p/kg and the average steer 

price was down 1.1p/kg to 593.2p/kg. Heifer prices 

softened by an average of 1.0p/kg to 596.3p/kg with 

R-3 heifers 1.1p/kg lower at 599.35p/kg. Lower grade 

young bull prices improved with O+3 animals 

firming 3.8p/kg to 582.0p/kg, however, higher 

grading young bulls were back with R-3 prices down 

3.5p/kg to 585.1p/kg. Overall, the average young 

bull price was down 0.7p/kg to 583.6p/kg. Cull cow 

prices fell across all grades and weight bands with 

the average price down 4.5p/kg to 466.3p/kg.

Local slaughter numbers were slightly lower last 

week, with total throughput falling to 8,792 head 

from 8,946 the previous week. Prime cattle 

throughput fell from 6,650 to 6,258 head, while cull 

cow numbers increased from 2,047 to 2,263. During 

the four-week period ending 22 August, weekly 

throughput in NI remained above the corresponding 

weeks in 2025. Of the 34 weeks recorded so far in 

2026, throughput has exceeded the equivalent week 

last year on only eight occasions, half of which have 

occurred in the past four weeks. This recent trend 

may signal the beginnings of an upturn, with 

numbers expected to strengthen further in the 

second half of the year following the low throughput 

recorded during the first seven months.

Imports from ROI for direct slaughter decreased last 

week to 140 prime cattle and 64 cull cows from 207 

prime cattle and 130 cows in the previous week. 

Meanwhile, 15 prime cattle and 11 cull cows were 

exported to ROI for direct slaughter after no cattle 

were exported in the previous week.

Prices were mixed across GB last week with prime 

cattle strengthening in Scotland while the North of 

England, the Midlands and Wales softened. R3 steer 

prices rose 7.0p/kg to 628.0p/kg in Scotland while 

prices fell by 7.0p/kg in Northern England to 

613.1p/kg. Across GB, R3 steers rose by an average 

of 0.3p/kg to 614.9p/kg while all steers rose by an 

average of 1.2p/kg to 610.8p/kg. Heifers in Scotland 

rose 6.2p/kg to 628.9p/kg and fell 3.5p/kg to 

615.6p/kg in Northern England. On average, R3 

heifers in GB fell by 0.4p/kg to 613.6p/kg while all 

heifers rose by 0.3p/kg to 609.3p/kg. Cull cows 

decreased by 13.1p/kg to 456.6p/kg which was more 

than the 4.5p/kg decrease in NI. Scotland saw the 

smallest decrease in GB of 8.9p/kg to 498.9p/kg.

Prices in ROI continued to decrease last week, 

however, at a much lower rate than in recent weeks. 

R3 steers were back by the equivalent of 0.5p/kg to 

554.4p/kg compared to a 6.8p/kg decrease in the 

previous week. R3 heifers were 1.9p/kg lower at 

559.0p/kg after a 6.8p/kg fall in the week prior. The 

differentials to NI for R3 steers and heifers narrowed 

to 45.2p/kg and 41.1p/kg respectively compared to 

46.8p/kg and 41.2p/kg a week earlier. The narrower 

differentials are reflective of the slower price 

softening recorded in ROI last week. P3 cows fell by 

0.2p/kg to 488.8p/kg after a 9.0p/kg fall in the 

previous week.

Source: AHDB & DAFM.

2025 and 2026 year to date figures are based on the same number of weeks in 

each year. Source: DAERA.

Quotes from 3 of 3 major NI plants.

Prices supplied by Ballymena Livestock Market. 

Despite one major NI lamb processor mid week 

reducing its base quote for R3 lambs (to 21kg) by 

10p/kg to 660p/kg, the trade for lambs has been 

steady across the marts and plants this week. Strong 

numbers of lambs continue to be offered for sale with 

processors handling 8,253 head last week. Despite 

being the second largest weekly lamb kill in NI during 

summer 2026, this was a decrease of 402 head, 

compared to the previous week, and was 827 behind 

throughput during the corresponding week during 

2025. Exports of lambs from NI to GB and ROI for 

direct slaughter were relatively steady last week, 2,123 

sheep moved to GB plants and 1,301 head travelled to 

Irish plants. GB buyers continue to seek heavy lambs 

for slaughter while local plants continue to limit 

payment up to 21kg. Producers are reminded to 

consider various outlets when marketing lambs. 

The average deadweight GB lamb price softened last 

week, back by 13.9p/kg to average 709.6p/kg. During 

the comparable week of 2025 the average 

deadweight lamb price in GB was ahead by 25.3p/kg 

734.9p/kg. In ROI the deadweight trade also 

continues to soften with plentiful lamb supplies 

locally, Irish factory agents continue to be quiet in NI. 

Early next week a similar trade is anticipated with 

plants paying in the region of 680-700p/kg for lambs.  

FROM TO AVG FROM TO AVG

Steers 360 388 370 300 359 330

Friesians 300 326 310 228 290 267

Heifers 360 392 374 300 359 325

Beef Cows 344 398 369 235 343 295

Dairy Cows 212 290 246 120 211 185

Steers up to 400kg 440 466 453 335 435 385

Steers 400kg - 500kg 400 444 425 300 399 350

Steers over 500kg 360 393 372 300 359 330

Heifers up to 450kg 415 667 460 320 414 360

Heifers over 450kg 350 404 383 280 349 315

Continental Bulls 750 970 850 600 740 650

Continental Heifers 720 940 800 500 710 600

Friesian Bulls 305 430 342 200 240 208

Holstein Bulls 470 590 525 210 450 300

Store Cattle

Dropped Calves (£/head)

Finished Cattle

NI CATTLE MART LIVEWEIGHT PRICES (P/KG)

1st QUALITY 2nd QUALITYWeek Ending 

22/08/26

Week Ending 

22/08/26
 <220kg 220-250kg 250-280kg  >280kg

P1 392.2 412.1 427.4 450.5

P2 421.0 445.7 465.1 482.3

P3 - 460.4 474.9 490.8

O3 - - 503.1 507.6

O4 - - 495.9 507.0

R3 - - - 526.9

NI AVERAGE COW PRICES (P/KG)

Week Ending 

22/08/26
Steers Change Heifers Change

Young 

Bulls
Change

U-3 600.5 -3.8 605.6 +2.3 593.1 -2.9

R-3 595.8 +0.6 596.5 -1.1 585.3 -3.3

O+3 588.9 +0.8 588.7 -0.1 582.0 +3.8

P+3 550.8 -0.1 548.7 -1.3 - -

NI AVERAGE NON-PREMIUM CATTLE PRICES (P/KG)

(P/KG) 19/08/2026 22/08/2026

R3 Lamb (21kg) 660-670 660-670

NI DEADWEIGHT SHEEP BASE QUOTES

2025 YTD 23/08/25 YTD 22/08/26

Exports to ROI Prime 175 109 413

Exports to ROI Cows 2,120 1,278 749

2025 YTD 23/08/25 YTD 22/08/26

Imports from ROI Prime 10,066 6,460 8,102

Imports from ROI Cows 5,403 3,755 3,157

2025 YTD 23/08/25 YTD 22/08/26

Prime Cattle 367,136 241,127 227,710

Cows 112,059 69,142 62,792

2025 YTD 23/08/25 YTD 22/08/26

Prime Cattle 342.5 340.0 352.1

Cows 295.8 298.2 295.8

CATTLE EXPORTS FOR DIRECT SLAUGHTER

CATTLE IMPORTS FOR DIRECT SLAUGHTER

CATTLE SLAUGHTERINGS

CATTLE AVERAGE CARCASE WEIGHTS (KG)

No From To

Saturday Omagh 516 716 808

Swatragh 1250 675 793

Monday Kilrea 800 604 733

Markethill 1520 590 711

Tuesday Saintfield 743 590 700

Rathfriland 1009 618 724

Wednesday Ballymena 1933 570 686 (AVE 592)

Enniskillen 663 580 700

Armoy 408 580 685

NI SHEEP MART LIVEWEIGHT PRICES (P/KG) 

LAMBS

22/08/2026 - 27/08/2026 

2025 YTD 23/08/25 YTD 22/08/26

NI Slaughterings 375,178 229,367 259,192

ROI DS Exports 197,261 135,767 84,057

GB DS Exports 45,484 30,491 88,116

TOTAL SHEEP SLAUGHTERINGS & EXPORTS (HEAD)

Northern 

Ireland

Rep of 

Ireland
Scotland 

Northern 

England

Midlands 

& Wales

Southern 

England 
GB

U3 602.5 563.4 626.9 617.5 620.0 614.8 621.2

R3 599.5 554.4 628.0 613.1 610.2 614.6 614.9

R4 597.9 556.7 626.4 616.0 610.2 615.4 618.6

O3 590.2 544.1 619.9 614.2 604.3 606.5 608.6

AVG 593.2 - 623.7 611.9 603.9 605.7 610.8

U3 606.4 573.4 633.5 616.0 617.2 617.5 619.6

R3 600.1 559.0 628.9 615.6 610.5 611.9 613.6

R4 602.3 562.2 630.6 614.9 613.3 615.1 618.3

O3 589.3 551.0 622.0 609.6 599.6 600.7 604.0

AVG 596.3 - 628.6 609.8 602.9 601.8 609.3

U3 594.4 563.7 618.7 604.2 612.5 612.0 613.1

R3 587.3 548.5 610.9 597.7 599.9 603.8 603.1

O3 578.4 541.2 596.7 576.2 576.8 584.1 579.1

AVG 583.6 - 612.7 587.6 594.4 601.3 598.2

5,287 - 5,497 6,548 8,484 5,213 25,742

O3 507.3 498.3 518.2 511.0 498.6 480.7 506.0

O4 506.1 498.1 521.8 518.2 492.1 499.7 510.0

P3 487.8 488.8 490.0 475.0 469.8 452.8 465.4

AVG 466.3 - 498.9 479.3 448.7 435.9 456.5

AVERAGE DEADWEIGHT CATTLE PRICES (P/KG)

Week Ending   

22/08/26

Steers

Heifers

Young 

Bulls

Prime Cattle 

Price Reported

Cows

(P/KG) 15/08/2026 Change 22/08/2026 Change

GB Lamb 723.5 0.0 709.6 -13.9

ROI Lamb 679.8 -24.4 666.2 -13.6

GB/ROI DW AVERAGE SHEEP PRICES

https://www.facebook.com/LivestockandMeatCommissionNI
https://x.com/LMCNI
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