
UNSETTLED weather has been a feature of the summer this
year and as a result many producers have had to either
introduce concentrates at grass or house cattle to maintain

animal performance. This could markedly increase the costs of
production, especially given the rising concentrate prices at
present.

The latest Agricultural Market Report from DARD has indicated a
delivered price per tonne for wheat of £216 for the week ending 11
August 2012. This represents an increase on the same week last
year of 23.8 per cent when the delivered price was £174.50. An
increase can also be observed if we look at delivered barley prices
over the same period. In the week ending 11 August 2012 barley
was £196.50 per tonne delivered compared to £169.50 the same
week in 2011, a 15.9 per cent increase.

The report also indicates increases in the cost of forage. The
average cost of a bale of silage has increased by 18 per cent over
the year to £18 in the week ending the 11 August. The price of
round bales of straw has increased by 12.5 per cent year on year
and is currently £15.75.

The increases in the production costs outlined above can be taken
as representative of a general increase in the input costs of beef
production. However over the same period beef prices have also
increased with average steer and heifer prices in NI last week
312.6p/kg and 314.5p/kg respectively. In the same week last year
steer and heifer prices were 302.4p/kg and 302.3p/kg
respectively. This represents increases of 3-4 per cent. These
increases in beef prices have improved returns to the farm gate
and have helped to absorb some of the increasing production

costs. However the poor weather, difficult grass growing season
and increasing concentrate costs have put severe pressure on
margins from beef systems this summer. It is important that
producers keep an eye on the costs of their production systems to
ensure margins are maintained.
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WITH rising production costs
and pressure on margins in
beef enterprises farmers

have been showing renewed interest
in sheep production in the last year to
eighteen months. Following a difficult
spring, there has been a fairly steady
trade for finished lambs in the marts
and factories in recent weeks, with
plants reporting good supplies of
quality lambs. However despite the
steadiness in the current market over
the last few weeks trading conditions
for finished lambs, store lambs and in
the breeding sales are markedly
behind last year. With the breeding
sales ongoing and turnout date for the
rams fast approaching it is perhaps a
useful time to look at current sheep
market conditions in NI. 

The DARD Agricultural Survey in
December 2011 recorded 802,700
breeding ewes. This is an increase of 4
per cent on the 774,900 breeding
ewes recorded in December 2010.
Combined with an increase of 7 per
cent in the number of ewe lambs put
to the ram year on year the overall
breeding flock has increased by 4 per
cent to 927,000. This increase in the
breeding flock has resulted in an
increase in the number of lambs on
the ground. Last week 11,271 lambs
were killed in NI factories compared to
6,272 in the same week last year.
Slaughterings for the year to date have
been 191,890 head, a 39.4 per cent
increase on the 137,610 killed in the
same period last year. The marts are
also reporting higher throughputs of
lambs on previous years.

Live exports of lambs for direct
slaughter to ROI for the year to date
are running 17 per cent behind the
number of lambs exported in the same
period last year. There has however
been an increase in the number of
lambs heading south in recent weeks
as indicated in Figure 1. The average
number of lambs exported in the last
four weeks was 9,889 head, a 35 per
cent increase on the previous four

week period when an average of
7,352 lambs were exported. Quotes in
ROI for lambs are currently 375p/kg in
sterling terms (480c/kg). The ROI
Agricultural Survey in December
recorded a breeding flock of 2.5
million ewes, a 4.3 per cent increase
on the previous year. This has had a
knock on effect on the supply of lambs
with lamb throughput in the factories
increased by 8.2 per cent for the year
to date despite the reduction in live
imports from NI.

In GB the number of breeding ewes
increased by 2.5 per cent to 14.2
million in December 2011. Despite
this increase in flock size lamb
throughput for the year to date is 3 per
cent behind the same period last year.
Possible explanations for this decline
in throughput could be the poor
weather this year affecting lamb thrive
and an increase in the number of ewe
lambs being retained for breeding. The
average deadweight lamb price in GB
has been consistently above NI for the
year to date with the differential being
as wide as 70p/kg in recent weeks as
shown in Figure 2. This differential has
been changeable in the last few weeks
and is currently 56p/kg. Some
producers and exporters have taken
advantage of this significant price
differential by exporting lambs to GB
for direct slaughter with 571 lambs
being exported last week. The current
price differential means that a 21kg
carcase is worth £11.74 more in
mainland GB than in NI. Even with the
cost of exporting lambs live factored in
there is still an economic gain at such
differentials if a potential market can
be sourced. 

The latest Kantar Worldpanel report
into consumer purchases indicates
that the volume of lamb purchased in
the UK has declined by six per cent in
the last year. This decline has
coincided with a eight per cent
increase in the retail price which has
resulted in the total consumer spend
on lamb being relatively unchanged.

On a positive side however, the same
figures show stronger retail lamb sales
in recent weeks.  The figures for the
four weeks ending 8 July 2012 show a
27 per cent increase in the volume of
lamb purchased, off the back of a
retail price decline of 11 per cent.  This
has led to an increase in retail
expenditure on lamb of 14 per cent
during that short time period.    

With the breeding sales now in full
swing the trade in the marts is in
general behind last year. The sale of
2,464 Mule ewes in Ballymena last
week saw a quieter trade on last year
with average prices down £43 per
head from £165 in 2011 to £122 this
year. A similar differential has been
reported across many of the breeding
sales. The most recent Agricultural
Market Report from DARD has
indicated a 25.3 per cent decline in
the value of breeding ewes and
hoggets from last year with a 23.3 per
cent decline in the value of ewe lambs
over the same period.  

As mentioned previously the DARD
Agricultural Survey in December 2011
indicated an increase in the number of
ewes on the ground and also showed
an increase in the number of ewe
lambs being retained for breeding. The
combination of these factors has
perhaps led to lower demand for
hoggets in the breeding sales this year
due to an increase in the number of
home reared hoggets on farm. The
high retention rate evident in the last
couple of years and the relatively high
value of cull ewes has perhaps
resulted in a younger, fitter breeding
flock which has a lower demand for
replacements so demand is just not as
high as in previous years. Another
factor which should also be
considered is the poor grass growing
conditions at present with the ongoing
changeable weather. With limited
grass growth potential buyers are
possibly putting off sourcing
replacements until later in the year to
ease the pressure on grass supplies

There has also been a drop in store
lamb prices between 2011 and 2012
with prices for store lambs back
somewhere in the region of £10-15
per head year on year. The increase in
the availability of lambs this year may
have played some role in the lower
prices but perhaps the most important
factor is the rising price of
concentrates. With the continuing wet
weather and depressed grass growth it
will take higher levels of meal intakes
to get a store lamb through to finish.
The delayed silage cutting this year
due to poor grass growth rates and wet
ground conditions has meant the
availability of silage after grass on
which to graze store lambs has been
greatly reduced. 

The quote for R3 grading lambs in the
plants this week is 370-375p/kg with

all plants continuing to pay up to 21kg.
While plants have been reporting good
supplies of lambs there has been an
increase in the number of carcases
grading 1 and 2 for fat cover. The
increase in the number of these under
finished lambs is perhaps a result of
the difficult weather conditions but
producers should ensure lambs are
adequately covered to meet market
specifications. In recent weeks the
meat processors have been
highlighting the importance of
producing lambs within specification
for their major retailers. As well as
producing lambs with the right carcase
weight (19-21kg) and cover (3 and 4)
an important aspect of meeting
market specification is FQ assured
status. At present FQ assured status
can attract bonuses of 5p/kg across
the meat plants. 

SHEEP MARKET CONDITIONS IN 2012
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Price (£) % change from 

11-Aug 12 4-Aug-12 13-Aug-11

Wheat £216.00 t -1.10 % +23.80 %

Barley £196.50 t +0.80 % +15.90 %
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UNSETTLED weather has been a feature of the summer this
year and as a result many producers have had to either
introduce concentrates at grass or house cattle to maintain

animal performance. This could markedly increase the costs of
production, especially given the rising concentrate prices at
present.

The latest Agricultural Market Report from DARD has indicated a
delivered price per tonne for wheat of £216 for the week ending 11
August 2012. This represents an increase on the same week last
year of 23.8 per cent when the delivered price was £174.50. An
increase can also be observed if we look at delivered barley prices
over the same period. In the week ending 11 August 2012 barley
was £196.50 per tonne delivered compared to £169.50 the same
week in 2011, a 15.9 per cent increase.

The report also indicates increases in the cost of forage. The
average cost of a bale of silage has increased by 18 per cent over
the year to £18 in the week ending the 11 August. The price of
round bales of straw has increased by 12.5 per cent year on year
and is currently £15.75.

The increases in the production costs outlined above can be taken
as representative of a general increase in the input costs of beef
production. However over the same period beef prices have also
increased with average steer and heifer prices in NI last week
312.6p/kg and 314.5p/kg respectively. In the same week last year
steer and heifer prices were 302.4p/kg and 302.3p/kg
respectively. This represents increases of 3-4 per cent. These
increases in beef prices have improved returns to the farm gate
and have helped to absorb some of the increasing production

costs. However the poor weather, difficult grass growing season
and increasing concentrate costs have put severe pressure on
margins from beef systems this summer. It is important that
producers keep an eye on the costs of their production systems to
ensure margins are maintained.

BULLETIN 
SSaattuurrddaayy AAuugguusstt 2255,,  22001122 IIssssuuee NNoo.. 22223311

TTeexxtt SSeerrvviiccee
FFrreeee PPrriiccee QQuuootteess sseenntt ttoo yyoouurr mmoobbiillee

pphhoonnee wweeeekkllyy

EEmmaaiill -- bbuulllleettiinn@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm 
TTeell::  002288 99226633 33000000

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee
IIff yyoouu hhaavvee hhaadd aa rreecceenntt iinnssppeeccttiioonn
aanndd nneeeedd hheellpp aanndd aaddvviiccee ttoo rreeccttiiffyy
aannyy nnoonn--ccoonnffoorrmmaanncceess,, ccoonnttaacctt tthhee

FFQQAASS hheellpplliinnee::
002288 99226633 33002244

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee SSeerrvviiccee
FFaaccttoorryy QQuuootteess && 

MMaarrtt RReessuullttss 
UUppddaatteedd 55ppmm DDaaiillyy

TTeell::  002288 99226633 33001111

WEEKLY PUBLICATION OF THE
LIVESTOCK AND MEAT COMMISSION
FOR NORTHERN IRELAND

WITH rising production costs
and pressure on margins in
beef enterprises farmers

have been showing renewed interest
in sheep production in the last year to
eighteen months. Following a difficult
spring, there has been a fairly steady
trade for finished lambs in the marts
and factories in recent weeks, with
plants reporting good supplies of
quality lambs. However despite the
steadiness in the current market over
the last few weeks trading conditions
for finished lambs, store lambs and in
the breeding sales are markedly
behind last year. With the breeding
sales ongoing and turnout date for the
rams fast approaching it is perhaps a
useful time to look at current sheep
market conditions in NI. 

The DARD Agricultural Survey in
December 2011 recorded 802,700
breeding ewes. This is an increase of 4
per cent on the 774,900 breeding
ewes recorded in December 2010.
Combined with an increase of 7 per
cent in the number of ewe lambs put
to the ram year on year the overall
breeding flock has increased by 4 per
cent to 927,000. This increase in the
breeding flock has resulted in an
increase in the number of lambs on
the ground. Last week 11,271 lambs
were killed in NI factories compared to
6,272 in the same week last year.
Slaughterings for the year to date have
been 191,890 head, a 39.4 per cent
increase on the 137,610 killed in the
same period last year. The marts are
also reporting higher throughputs of
lambs on previous years.

Live exports of lambs for direct
slaughter to ROI for the year to date
are running 17 per cent behind the
number of lambs exported in the same
period last year. There has however
been an increase in the number of
lambs heading south in recent weeks
as indicated in Figure 1. The average
number of lambs exported in the last
four weeks was 9,889 head, a 35 per
cent increase on the previous four

week period when an average of
7,352 lambs were exported. Quotes in
ROI for lambs are currently 375p/kg in
sterling terms (480c/kg). The ROI
Agricultural Survey in December
recorded a breeding flock of 2.5
million ewes, a 4.3 per cent increase
on the previous year. This has had a
knock on effect on the supply of lambs
with lamb throughput in the factories
increased by 8.2 per cent for the year
to date despite the reduction in live
imports from NI.

In GB the number of breeding ewes
increased by 2.5 per cent to 14.2
million in December 2011. Despite
this increase in flock size lamb
throughput for the year to date is 3 per
cent behind the same period last year.
Possible explanations for this decline
in throughput could be the poor
weather this year affecting lamb thrive
and an increase in the number of ewe
lambs being retained for breeding. The
average deadweight lamb price in GB
has been consistently above NI for the
year to date with the differential being
as wide as 70p/kg in recent weeks as
shown in Figure 2. This differential has
been changeable in the last few weeks
and is currently 56p/kg. Some
producers and exporters have taken
advantage of this significant price
differential by exporting lambs to GB
for direct slaughter with 571 lambs
being exported last week. The current
price differential means that a 21kg
carcase is worth £11.74 more in
mainland GB than in NI. Even with the
cost of exporting lambs live factored in
there is still an economic gain at such
differentials if a potential market can
be sourced. 

The latest Kantar Worldpanel report
into consumer purchases indicates
that the volume of lamb purchased in
the UK has declined by six per cent in
the last year. This decline has
coincided with a eight per cent
increase in the retail price which has
resulted in the total consumer spend
on lamb being relatively unchanged.

On a positive side however, the same
figures show stronger retail lamb sales
in recent weeks.  The figures for the
four weeks ending 8 July 2012 show a
27 per cent increase in the volume of
lamb purchased, off the back of a
retail price decline of 11 per cent.  This
has led to an increase in retail
expenditure on lamb of 14 per cent
during that short time period.    

With the breeding sales now in full
swing the trade in the marts is in
general behind last year. The sale of
2,464 Mule ewes in Ballymena last
week saw a quieter trade on last year
with average prices down £43 per
head from £165 in 2011 to £122 this
year. A similar differential has been
reported across many of the breeding
sales. The most recent Agricultural
Market Report from DARD has
indicated a 25.3 per cent decline in
the value of breeding ewes and
hoggets from last year with a 23.3 per
cent decline in the value of ewe lambs
over the same period.  

As mentioned previously the DARD
Agricultural Survey in December 2011
indicated an increase in the number of
ewes on the ground and also showed
an increase in the number of ewe
lambs being retained for breeding. The
combination of these factors has
perhaps led to lower demand for
hoggets in the breeding sales this year
due to an increase in the number of
home reared hoggets on farm. The
high retention rate evident in the last
couple of years and the relatively high
value of cull ewes has perhaps
resulted in a younger, fitter breeding
flock which has a lower demand for
replacements so demand is just not as
high as in previous years. Another
factor which should also be
considered is the poor grass growing
conditions at present with the ongoing
changeable weather. With limited
grass growth potential buyers are
possibly putting off sourcing
replacements until later in the year to
ease the pressure on grass supplies

There has also been a drop in store
lamb prices between 2011 and 2012
with prices for store lambs back
somewhere in the region of £10-15
per head year on year. The increase in
the availability of lambs this year may
have played some role in the lower
prices but perhaps the most important
factor is the rising price of
concentrates. With the continuing wet
weather and depressed grass growth it
will take higher levels of meal intakes
to get a store lamb through to finish.
The delayed silage cutting this year
due to poor grass growth rates and wet
ground conditions has meant the
availability of silage after grass on
which to graze store lambs has been
greatly reduced. 

The quote for R3 grading lambs in the
plants this week is 370-375p/kg with

all plants continuing to pay up to 21kg.
While plants have been reporting good
supplies of lambs there has been an
increase in the number of carcases
grading 1 and 2 for fat cover. The
increase in the number of these under
finished lambs is perhaps a result of
the difficult weather conditions but
producers should ensure lambs are
adequately covered to meet market
specifications. In recent weeks the
meat processors have been
highlighting the importance of
producing lambs within specification
for their major retailers. As well as
producing lambs with the right carcase
weight (19-21kg) and cover (3 and 4)
an important aspect of meeting
market specification is FQ assured
status. At present FQ assured status
can attract bonuses of 5p/kg across
the meat plants. 

SHEEP MARKET CONDITIONS IN 2012
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LLAATTEESSTT NNII BBEEEEFF MMAARRTTSS
FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee ((££//110000kkgg LLWW)) SSttoorree CCaattttllee ((££//110000kkgg LLWW)) DDrrooppppeedd CCaallvveess ((££//hheeaadd))

ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo
SStteeeerrss SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss uupp ttoo 440000kkgg CCoonnttiinneennttaall bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 165 206 1st quality 178 210
2nd quality 125 185 2nd quality 135 155 1st quality 220 405
Friesians 124 167 2nd quality 160 298

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss 440000kkgg--550000kkgg
HHeeiiffeerrss 1st quality 175 203 CCoonnttiinneennttaall hheeiiffeerr ccaallvveess
1st quality 162 207 2nd quality 130 160
2nd quality 130 179 1st quality 220 390

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss oovveerr 550000kkgg 2nd quality 120 220
BBeeeeff CCoowwss 1st quality 168 202

2nd quality 125 155 FFrriieessiiaann bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 140 170
2nd quality 105 139 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss uupp ttoo 445500kkgg 1st quality 80 275

1st quality 165 192 2nd quality 30 148
DDaaiirryy CCoowwss 2nd quality 135 145

HHoollsstteeiinn BBuullll CCaallvveess
1st quality 106 143 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss oovveerr 445500kkgg 2 160
2nd quality 65 105 1st quality 160 202

2nd quality 115 148
Taken from a sample of beef marts in the week ended 22/08/12

SHEEP TRADE

CCoonnttaacctt uuss:: 

WWeebbssiittee:: wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

TTeelleepphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33000000

FFaaxx:: 002288 99226633 33000011

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee:: 002288 99226633 33002244

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33001111 

CCoommmmeennttss:: bbuulllleettiinn@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm

NNII CClleeaann CCaattttllee SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy CClleeaann CCaattttllee PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

Lambs up to 21kgs.

DDeeaaddwweeiigghhtt CCaattttllee TTrraaddee

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy SShheeeepp PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

NNII LLaammbb // HHooggggeett SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

TThhiiss wweeeekk ’’ss mmaarrttss

DDeeaaddwweeiigghhtt SShheeeepp TTrraaddee

LMC does not guarantee the accuracy or completeness of any third party information
provided in or included with this publication. LMC hereby disclaims any responsibility

for error, omission or inaccuracy in the information, misinterpretation or any other
loss, disappointment, negligence or damage caused by reliance on third party

information.

Not for further publication or distribution without prior permission from  LMC

CATTLE TRADE

WEEKLY BEEF & LAMB MARKETS

MMoorree ddeettaaiilleedd iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn oonn pprriicceess aanndd
eexxppllaannaattiioonnss ooff tthheessee ttaabblleess aanndd cchhaarrttss aarree aavvaaiillaabbllee

ffrroomm tthhee LLMMCC TTeecchhnniiccaall DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt::
CCaallll 002288 99226633 33000000..

Plus 8p/kg in-spec bonus where applicable.

RREEPPOORRTTEEDD LLAAMMBB PPRRIICCEESS -- PP//KKGG

((PP//KKGG)) WW//EE
0044//0088//1122

WW//EE
1111//0088//1122

WW//EE
1188//0088//1122

NI Liveweight 336.3p 326.5p 332.7p
NI Deadweight 366.6p 366.0p 365.7p
GB Deadweight 422.3p 403.2p 421.6p

CCAATTTTLLEE QQUUOOTTEESS
((PP//KKGG DDWW)) TThhiiss WWeeeekk

2200//0088//1122
NNeexxtt WWeeeekk
2277//0088//1122

U-3 314 - 316p 314 - 316p
R-3 308 - 310p 308 - 310p
O+3 302 - 304p 302 - 304p
Cows 258 - 275p 256 - 275p

Note:  The table above shows prices for selected grades from the 15-point scale.
The table below merges grades down to the 5-point scale for comparison with GB
regions and ROI.  

LLAASSTT WWEEEEKK''SS NNII CCAATTTTLLEE PPRRIICCEESS -- PP//KKGG

W/E 18/08/12 Steers Heifers Young Bulls Cows

U-3= 321.4 328.0 317.4 275.0
U=3= 324.3 323.1 319.1 280.0
U=4= 317.1 333.1 - -
R=3= 322.7 323.2 312.4 280.9
R=4= 317.2 318.3 - 284.3
O=3= 305.3 306.4 297.9 261.0
O+3= 317.2 317.4 303.3 274.2
O+4= 310.4 310.2 296.0 280.6
P+2= 283.7 276.0 286.5 247.9
P+3= 294.9 289.1 282.8 254.4

Average 312.6 314.5 306.4 242.1

Notes:
(i)Prices are p/kg Sterling-ROI prices converted at 1 euro=78.44p Stg.
(ii) Shading indicates a lower price than the previous week. 

LAST WEEK'S CATTLE PRICES (UK / ROI)
W/E

18/08/12 Scotland 
Northern 
England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England 

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers

U3 363.4 354.1 354.4 340.4 323.3 311.4
R3 358.2 352.7 343.4 331.5 321.8 301.3
R4 360.8 355.4 343.4 332.4 316.4 301.2
O3 344.7 344.8 322.7 306.3 309.9 287.6

Average 357.3 348.8 338.4 307.1 312.6 -

Heifers

U3 363.3 353.8 357.2 341.3 327.0 323.1
R3 355.2 345.1 341.9 331.1 323.7 313.4
R4 357.9 345.2 342.0 333.7 320.0 311.5
O3 334.3 336.2 322.4 319.3 309.7 296.9

Average 354.1 342.7 339.2 324.6 314.5 -

Young 
Bulls

U3 350.3 341.2 342.8 339.3 317.7 311.1
R3 345.4 332.6 328.4 326.7 313.0 304.1
O3 329.2 313.5 311.7 318.1 298.7 291.5

Average 340.9 327.7 325.0 319.0 306.4 -
Prime Cattle 

Price Reported 6444 6150 4792 4006 4484 -

Cows

O3 283.1 278.8 278.3 260.8 264.3 257.3
O4 287.1 281.5 275.7 267.5 271.0 259.4
P2 223.1 236.3 249.7 217.7 231.8 232.0
P3 248.0 256.3 258.1 243.2 252.3 253.4

QUOTES for U-3 grade prime cattle next week are 314-316p/kg.
All the plants are quoting 316p/kg for heifers with 316p/kg also
available for steers in several plants. The 8p/kg bonus

continues to be available for steers and heifers that kill out in spec.
Quotes for first quality cows have remained steady and range from
256-275p/kg across the plants. The average steer price in NI last
week was 312.6p/kg while the average heifer price was 314.5p/kg.
These have increased by 1.6p/kg and 1.4p/kg respectively from the
previous week. Meanwhile the young bull price increased by 1.1p/kg
to 306.4p/kg. Despite the quotes for cows remaining similar in the
plants last week the average cow price was back 6.7p/kg on the
previous week. 

In Scotland the steer price increased by 1p/kg to 357.3p/kg while the
heifer price was back almost 1p/kg to 354.1p/kg. Steer prices also
showed an increase in Northern England and the Midlands by 3.4p/kg
and 1.3p/kg respectively while they declined in Southern England by
2.6p/kg. The average R3 steer price in Southern England increased by
2.6p/kg to 331.5p/kg while the R3 heifer price was up 1.5p/kg to
331.1p/kg. The differential between Southern England and Northern
Ireland for R3 steers and heifers last week was 9.7p/kg and 7.4p/kg
respectively. Meanwhile the differential between Northern Ireland and
Northern England is 30.9p/kg and 21.4p/kg for R3 steers and heifers
respectively.

Prices for all classes of cattle in ROI declined last week in both sterling
and euro terms. In sterling terms R3 steer prices were back 4.8p/kg
while the R3 heifer price was back 3.4p/kg.  U3 grading young bulls
were back 5.7p/kg to 311.1p/kg. 

Quotes from the plants this week for R3 grading lambs
have remained similar to last week at 370-375p/kg with
some reports of 380p/kg being available. Similar quotes

are expected for Monday. 
The average deadweight price in NI declined slightly last week to
365.7p/kg. Meanwhile the average deadweight price in England
increased by 18.4p/kg to 421.6p/kg. This increased the price
differential between NI and mainland GB last week to 55.9p/kg,
up from 37.2p/kg the previous week. At these prices there is an
£11.74 difference in the value of a 21kg carcase in NI and GB.
Lamb slaughterings in NI continue to run well ahead of last year
with 11,271 lambs slaughtered last week, the highest
throughput since December 2009. 

SSHHEEEEPP QQUUOOTTEESS

((PP//KKGG DDWW)) TThhiiss WWeeeekk
2200//0088//1122

NNeexxtt WWeeeekk
2277//0088//1122

Lambs 375p 370 - 375p Asimilar trade to the previous week was reported in Omagh last Saturday
when a large entry of 1,314 lambs sold in the range of 324-353p/kg.
An entry of 525 lambs the previous week sold from 326-348p/kg.

Meanwhile in Saintfield on Tuesday trade was quieter with 842 lambs selling
to an average of 335p/kg compared to an average of 351p/kg the previous
week. A similar trend could be observed in Rathfriland on Tuesday where
1,200 lambs sold to an average of 330p/kg, back from an average price of
347p/kg for 903 lambs the week before. The trade for cull ewes remains
strong with prices in excess of £80 reported in the majority of marts. 

LLAATTEESSTT SSHHEEEEPP MMAARRTTSS
From: 18/08/2012 
To:    23/08/2012 

SSpprriinngg LLaammbbss ((PP//KKGG LLWW))
NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo AAvveerraaggee

Saturday Omagh 1314 324 353 -
Hilltown 1700 324 386 355

Monday Kilrea 700 320 343 330
Massereene 1545 325 350 338

Tuesday Saintfield 842 328 365 335
Armoy 694 310 375 331

Rathfriland 1200 304 363 330
Wednesday Ballymena 1503 315 356 324

Enniskillen 724 320 342 -
Markethill 970 325 348 336

Newtownstewart 445 317 338 330



LLAATTEESSTT NNII BBEEEEFF MMAARRTTSS
FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee ((££//110000kkgg LLWW)) SSttoorree CCaattttllee ((££//110000kkgg LLWW)) DDrrooppppeedd CCaallvveess ((££//hheeaadd))

ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo
SStteeeerrss SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss uupp ttoo 440000kkgg CCoonnttiinneennttaall bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 165 206 1st quality 178 210
2nd quality 125 185 2nd quality 135 155 1st quality 220 405
Friesians 124 167 2nd quality 160 298

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss 440000kkgg--550000kkgg
HHeeiiffeerrss 1st quality 175 203 CCoonnttiinneennttaall hheeiiffeerr ccaallvveess
1st quality 162 207 2nd quality 130 160
2nd quality 130 179 1st quality 220 390

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss oovveerr 550000kkgg 2nd quality 120 220
BBeeeeff CCoowwss 1st quality 168 202

2nd quality 125 155 FFrriieessiiaann bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 140 170
2nd quality 105 139 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss uupp ttoo 445500kkgg 1st quality 80 275

1st quality 165 192 2nd quality 30 148
DDaaiirryy CCoowwss 2nd quality 135 145

HHoollsstteeiinn BBuullll CCaallvveess
1st quality 106 143 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss oovveerr 445500kkgg 2 160
2nd quality 65 105 1st quality 160 202

2nd quality 115 148
Taken from a sample of beef marts in the week ended 22/08/12

SHEEP TRADE

CCoonnttaacctt uuss:: 

WWeebbssiittee:: wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

TTeelleepphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33000000

FFaaxx:: 002288 99226633 33000011

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee:: 002288 99226633 33002244

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33001111 

CCoommmmeennttss:: bbuulllleettiinn@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm

NNII CClleeaann CCaattttllee SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy CClleeaann CCaattttllee PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

Lambs up to 21kgs.

DDeeaaddwweeiigghhtt CCaattttllee TTrraaddee

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy SShheeeepp PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

NNII LLaammbb // HHooggggeett SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

TThhiiss wweeeekk ’’ss mmaarrttss

DDeeaaddwweeiigghhtt SShheeeepp TTrraaddee

LMC does not guarantee the accuracy or completeness of any third party information
provided in or included with this publication. LMC hereby disclaims any responsibility

for error, omission or inaccuracy in the information, misinterpretation or any other
loss, disappointment, negligence or damage caused by reliance on third party

information.

Not for further publication or distribution without prior permission from  LMC

CATTLE TRADE

WEEKLY BEEF & LAMB MARKETS

MMoorree ddeettaaiilleedd iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn oonn pprriicceess aanndd
eexxppllaannaattiioonnss ooff tthheessee ttaabblleess aanndd cchhaarrttss aarree aavvaaiillaabbllee

ffrroomm tthhee LLMMCC TTeecchhnniiccaall DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt::
CCaallll 002288 99226633 33000000..

Plus 8p/kg in-spec bonus where applicable.

RREEPPOORRTTEEDD LLAAMMBB PPRRIICCEESS -- PP//KKGG

((PP//KKGG)) WW//EE
0044//0088//1122

WW//EE
1111//0088//1122

WW//EE
1188//0088//1122

NI Liveweight 336.3p 326.5p 332.7p
NI Deadweight 366.6p 366.0p 365.7p
GB Deadweight 422.3p 403.2p 421.6p

CCAATTTTLLEE QQUUOOTTEESS
((PP//KKGG DDWW)) TThhiiss WWeeeekk

2200//0088//1122
NNeexxtt WWeeeekk
2277//0088//1122

U-3 314 - 316p 314 - 316p
R-3 308 - 310p 308 - 310p
O+3 302 - 304p 302 - 304p
Cows 258 - 275p 256 - 275p

Note:  The table above shows prices for selected grades from the 15-point scale.
The table below merges grades down to the 5-point scale for comparison with GB
regions and ROI.  

LLAASSTT WWEEEEKK''SS NNII CCAATTTTLLEE PPRRIICCEESS -- PP//KKGG

W/E 18/08/12 Steers Heifers Young Bulls Cows

U-3= 321.4 328.0 317.4 275.0
U=3= 324.3 323.1 319.1 280.0
U=4= 317.1 333.1 - -
R=3= 322.7 323.2 312.4 280.9
R=4= 317.2 318.3 - 284.3
O=3= 305.3 306.4 297.9 261.0
O+3= 317.2 317.4 303.3 274.2
O+4= 310.4 310.2 296.0 280.6
P+2= 283.7 276.0 286.5 247.9
P+3= 294.9 289.1 282.8 254.4

Average 312.6 314.5 306.4 242.1

Notes:
(i)Prices are p/kg Sterling-ROI prices converted at 1 euro=78.44p Stg.
(ii) Shading indicates a lower price than the previous week. 

LAST WEEK'S CATTLE PRICES (UK / ROI)
W/E

18/08/12 Scotland 
Northern 
England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England 

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers

U3 363.4 354.1 354.4 340.4 323.3 311.4
R3 358.2 352.7 343.4 331.5 321.8 301.3
R4 360.8 355.4 343.4 332.4 316.4 301.2
O3 344.7 344.8 322.7 306.3 309.9 287.6

Average 357.3 348.8 338.4 307.1 312.6 -

Heifers

U3 363.3 353.8 357.2 341.3 327.0 323.1
R3 355.2 345.1 341.9 331.1 323.7 313.4
R4 357.9 345.2 342.0 333.7 320.0 311.5
O3 334.3 336.2 322.4 319.3 309.7 296.9

Average 354.1 342.7 339.2 324.6 314.5 -

Young 
Bulls

U3 350.3 341.2 342.8 339.3 317.7 311.1
R3 345.4 332.6 328.4 326.7 313.0 304.1
O3 329.2 313.5 311.7 318.1 298.7 291.5

Average 340.9 327.7 325.0 319.0 306.4 -
Prime Cattle 

Price Reported 6444 6150 4792 4006 4484 -

Cows

O3 283.1 278.8 278.3 260.8 264.3 257.3
O4 287.1 281.5 275.7 267.5 271.0 259.4
P2 223.1 236.3 249.7 217.7 231.8 232.0
P3 248.0 256.3 258.1 243.2 252.3 253.4

QUOTES for U-3 grade prime cattle next week are 314-316p/kg.
All the plants are quoting 316p/kg for heifers with 316p/kg also
available for steers in several plants. The 8p/kg bonus

continues to be available for steers and heifers that kill out in spec.
Quotes for first quality cows have remained steady and range from
256-275p/kg across the plants. The average steer price in NI last
week was 312.6p/kg while the average heifer price was 314.5p/kg.
These have increased by 1.6p/kg and 1.4p/kg respectively from the
previous week. Meanwhile the young bull price increased by 1.1p/kg
to 306.4p/kg. Despite the quotes for cows remaining similar in the
plants last week the average cow price was back 6.7p/kg on the
previous week. 

In Scotland the steer price increased by 1p/kg to 357.3p/kg while the
heifer price was back almost 1p/kg to 354.1p/kg. Steer prices also
showed an increase in Northern England and the Midlands by 3.4p/kg
and 1.3p/kg respectively while they declined in Southern England by
2.6p/kg. The average R3 steer price in Southern England increased by
2.6p/kg to 331.5p/kg while the R3 heifer price was up 1.5p/kg to
331.1p/kg. The differential between Southern England and Northern
Ireland for R3 steers and heifers last week was 9.7p/kg and 7.4p/kg
respectively. Meanwhile the differential between Northern Ireland and
Northern England is 30.9p/kg and 21.4p/kg for R3 steers and heifers
respectively.

Prices for all classes of cattle in ROI declined last week in both sterling
and euro terms. In sterling terms R3 steer prices were back 4.8p/kg
while the R3 heifer price was back 3.4p/kg.  U3 grading young bulls
were back 5.7p/kg to 311.1p/kg. 

Quotes from the plants this week for R3 grading lambs
have remained similar to last week at 370-375p/kg with
some reports of 380p/kg being available. Similar quotes

are expected for Monday. 
The average deadweight price in NI declined slightly last week to
365.7p/kg. Meanwhile the average deadweight price in England
increased by 18.4p/kg to 421.6p/kg. This increased the price
differential between NI and mainland GB last week to 55.9p/kg,
up from 37.2p/kg the previous week. At these prices there is an
£11.74 difference in the value of a 21kg carcase in NI and GB.
Lamb slaughterings in NI continue to run well ahead of last year
with 11,271 lambs slaughtered last week, the highest
throughput since December 2009. 

SSHHEEEEPP QQUUOOTTEESS

((PP//KKGG DDWW)) TThhiiss WWeeeekk
2200//0088//1122

NNeexxtt WWeeeekk
2277//0088//1122

Lambs 375p 370 - 375p Asimilar trade to the previous week was reported in Omagh last Saturday
when a large entry of 1,314 lambs sold in the range of 324-353p/kg.
An entry of 525 lambs the previous week sold from 326-348p/kg.

Meanwhile in Saintfield on Tuesday trade was quieter with 842 lambs selling
to an average of 335p/kg compared to an average of 351p/kg the previous
week. A similar trend could be observed in Rathfriland on Tuesday where
1,200 lambs sold to an average of 330p/kg, back from an average price of
347p/kg for 903 lambs the week before. The trade for cull ewes remains
strong with prices in excess of £80 reported in the majority of marts. 

LLAATTEESSTT SSHHEEEEPP MMAARRTTSS
From: 18/08/2012 
To:    23/08/2012 

SSpprriinngg LLaammbbss ((PP//KKGG LLWW))
NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo AAvveerraaggee

Saturday Omagh 1314 324 353 -
Hilltown 1700 324 386 355

Monday Kilrea 700 320 343 330
Massereene 1545 325 350 338

Tuesday Saintfield 842 328 365 335
Armoy 694 310 375 331

Rathfriland 1200 304 363 330
Wednesday Ballymena 1503 315 356 324

Enniskillen 724 320 342 -
Markethill 970 325 348 336

Newtownstewart 445 317 338 330


