
Next week we expect that the majority of factories will be
quoting 326-328p/kg for U-3 grade prime cattle.  However,
recent reported prices would indicate that factories have

been prepared to pay significantly more for cattle than base quotes.
This article will provide a comparison between quotes and reported
prices in recent weeks and will help provide some clarity on prices
that are currently available in the market for beef finishers.  

Any analysis of prices quoted and actual prices paid by plants is
complicated by the fact that it is not a like-for-like comparison.
Factories provide base quotes each week which are an indication of
what they will pay for finished cattle.  These quotes are based on the
U-3 grade and exclude bonuses and penalties. Quotes for other
grades can be calculated from this base quote using the cattle
pricing grid agreed between factory and producer representatives
back in late 2010.  This is outlined in Table 1 below.  EU legislation
means that factories are obliged to report the actual prices they
paid for cattle in the previous week.  These actual prices are
published in this Bulletin each week, however, unlike base quotes,
these reported prices are inclusive of all bonuses and penalties
which makes comparison slightly more complicated

In addition to the base quotes an 8p/kg in spec bonus is available
for cattle that kill out within specification. Significant bonuses are
available for Aberdeen Angus cattle (8-36p/kg) and Hereford cattle
(8-20p/kg) dependent upon the grade and scheme operating at
individual factories. Deductions are also in place for cattle that are
overage, overweight and for non-FQAS cattle.  A summary of the
bonuses and deductions currently in place are outlined in Tables
2,3 and 4. The combination of these factors affect the final price
paid to the producer and when we undertake any comparison this
must be considered.

Due to the extra bonuses available for Hereford and Aberdeen Angus
prime cattle these have been removed for the sake of this analysis.
In the overall average price these account for about 1p/kg of a
difference. Last week the seven major plants were quoting a base
price of 324-326p/kg for U-3 grade steers. The average price paid
for 113 U-3 steers last week was 336p/kg. This price includes those
cattle that qualified for the 8p/kg bonus and those that did not.
This average price paid was 10p/kg above top steer quote of
326p/kg last week.  This price paid indicates that all steers killed
and price reported in NI last week qualified for the 8p/kg bonus
and that none received any deductions for killing outside
specification. Even if you make these unrealistic assumptions the
paid prices are still 2p/kg above the base prices quoted. This is an
indicator that much stronger prices have been paid.  

The difference between the prices quoted and the prices paid is
slightly more pronounced if we look at the price paid for U-3 grade
heifers. Base quotes from the plants for heifers last week were 326-
328p/kg and the average paid price was 339p/kg. If we assume
that all heifers were paid at the top base quote of 328p/kg, that all
heifers qualified for the 8p/kg bonus and that no heifers received
any deductions then there is still a differential of 3p/kg between
prices quoted and prices paid.  Once again this clearly shows that
stronger prices are available that the base quotes suggest. Similar
differences in the prices quoted and the prices paid can also be
observed if we look at R grading cattle last week. Using the grid in
Table 1 and a base quote of 328p/kg an R=3 grading heifer should
be quoted at most at 324p/kg. The average price paid for the 86
R=3 heifers killed last week was 335p/kg, 11p/kg more than the
base quotes would suggest. R=3 heifers qualify for the 8p/kg bonus
if they meet all the other spec criteria. Again if we assume that this
is the case for all cattle within this grade the reported price is still

at least 3p/kg higher than quotes. 

The difference between quotes and prices could be explained in two
ways. One explanation is that the average price of 339p/kg for U-3
grade heifers is broadly representative of the prices paid to all
producers. This would imply that all producers are receiving the
8p/kg bonus and more besides. A more realistic explanation is that
while some producers are being paid at the base prices quoted by
the factories, some are receiving much more. Indeed LMC analysed
the spread of prices paid for cattle in Bulletin issue 2208. This
analysis clearly showed that a wide range of prices were available,
with the top third of cattle attracting as much as 15-20p/kg more
than the base quotes in early March 2012. Meanwhile quotes were
found to be more in line with the prices paid for the bottom third of
cattle. 

It is likely that the wide range in prices is explained not only by the
difference in price paid for in and out of spec cattle, but also on the
ability of producers to negotiate the best price. Producers who have
a good relationship with the processors due to a history of producing
sufficient numbers of high quality cattle to the right spec are in a
strong position to negotiate better prices. This is particularly relevant
when cattle numbers are tight. Prime cattle slaughterings for the
week ending the 23/06/2012 were 6,214 head, 3.5 per cent lower
than the kill in the same week last year. The total prime cattle kill for
the year to date stands at 157,686, almost 12 per cent down on
the same period last year. With supplies remaining tight producers
continue to have leverage in the market and with this in mind we
would advise  producers to take the base quotes as being subject
to further negotiation.
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Bonus Specification
Criteria

Steers and Heifers Only
Grades attracting bonus E,U,R, 3, 4-, 4= and O+3
Weight 280-380kg
Age Under 30 Months
FQAS Yes
Country of Origin UK Only
There may be variations from these criteria at different factories and  some factories apply additional criteria

Category Criteria Quoted Deduction
S, H Over 30 Months 10p/kg
YB Over 16 Months 10p/kg
YB Over 24 Months 20p/kg
S, H, YB Under 260kg £12.50/head
S, H, YB Under 240kg £24/head
S, H, YB Over 420kg 10p/kg
All Deductions from applicable base price.  Factories paying base price for cattle between 260-280kg and
380-420kg. There may be variations from these criteria at different factories. 
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TTaabbllee 44:: SSppeecciiffiiccaattiioonn ffoorr AAnngguuss aanndd HHeerreeffoorrdd bboonnuuss oonn sstteeeerrss aanndd hheeiiffeerrss
BBoonnuuss SSppeecciiffiiccaattiioonn
Breed Aberdeen Angus Hereford
Bonus available 8-36p/kg 10-20p/kg
Grades attracting bonuses O3,O4,R3,R4,U3,U4 O3,O4,R3,R4,U3,U4
Weight 240-400kg 240-400kg
Age Under 30 Months Under 30 Months
FQAS Yes Yes
Country of Origin Northern Ireland Northern Ireland
There may be variations from these criteria at different factories and  some factories apply additional criteria



Next week we expect that the majority of factories will be
quoting 326-328p/kg for U-3 grade prime cattle.  However,
recent reported prices would indicate that factories have

been prepared to pay significantly more for cattle than base quotes.
This article will provide a comparison between quotes and reported
prices in recent weeks and will help provide some clarity on prices
that are currently available in the market for beef finishers.  

Any analysis of prices quoted and actual prices paid by plants is
complicated by the fact that it is not a like-for-like comparison.
Factories provide base quotes each week which are an indication of
what they will pay for finished cattle.  These quotes are based on the
U-3 grade and exclude bonuses and penalties. Quotes for other
grades can be calculated from this base quote using the cattle
pricing grid agreed between factory and producer representatives
back in late 2010.  This is outlined in Table 1 below.  EU legislation
means that factories are obliged to report the actual prices they
paid for cattle in the previous week.  These actual prices are
published in this Bulletin each week, however, unlike base quotes,
these reported prices are inclusive of all bonuses and penalties
which makes comparison slightly more complicated

In addition to the base quotes an 8p/kg in spec bonus is available
for cattle that kill out within specification. Significant bonuses are
available for Aberdeen Angus cattle (8-36p/kg) and Hereford cattle
(8-20p/kg) dependent upon the grade and scheme operating at
individual factories. Deductions are also in place for cattle that are
overage, overweight and for non-FQAS cattle.  A summary of the
bonuses and deductions currently in place are outlined in Tables
2,3 and 4. The combination of these factors affect the final price
paid to the producer and when we undertake any comparison this
must be considered.

Due to the extra bonuses available for Hereford and Aberdeen Angus
prime cattle these have been removed for the sake of this analysis.
In the overall average price these account for about 1p/kg of a
difference. Last week the seven major plants were quoting a base
price of 324-326p/kg for U-3 grade steers. The average price paid
for 113 U-3 steers last week was 336p/kg. This price includes those
cattle that qualified for the 8p/kg bonus and those that did not.
This average price paid was 10p/kg above top steer quote of
326p/kg last week.  This price paid indicates that all steers killed
and price reported in NI last week qualified for the 8p/kg bonus
and that none received any deductions for killing outside
specification. Even if you make these unrealistic assumptions the
paid prices are still 2p/kg above the base prices quoted. This is an
indicator that much stronger prices have been paid.  

The difference between the prices quoted and the prices paid is
slightly more pronounced if we look at the price paid for U-3 grade
heifers. Base quotes from the plants for heifers last week were 326-
328p/kg and the average paid price was 339p/kg. If we assume
that all heifers were paid at the top base quote of 328p/kg, that all
heifers qualified for the 8p/kg bonus and that no heifers received
any deductions then there is still a differential of 3p/kg between
prices quoted and prices paid.  Once again this clearly shows that
stronger prices are available that the base quotes suggest. Similar
differences in the prices quoted and the prices paid can also be
observed if we look at R grading cattle last week. Using the grid in
Table 1 and a base quote of 328p/kg an R=3 grading heifer should
be quoted at most at 324p/kg. The average price paid for the 86
R=3 heifers killed last week was 335p/kg, 11p/kg more than the
base quotes would suggest. R=3 heifers qualify for the 8p/kg bonus
if they meet all the other spec criteria. Again if we assume that this
is the case for all cattle within this grade the reported price is still

at least 3p/kg higher than quotes. 

The difference between quotes and prices could be explained in two
ways. One explanation is that the average price of 339p/kg for U-3
grade heifers is broadly representative of the prices paid to all
producers. This would imply that all producers are receiving the
8p/kg bonus and more besides. A more realistic explanation is that
while some producers are being paid at the base prices quoted by
the factories, some are receiving much more. Indeed LMC analysed
the spread of prices paid for cattle in Bulletin issue 2208. This
analysis clearly showed that a wide range of prices were available,
with the top third of cattle attracting as much as 15-20p/kg more
than the base quotes in early March 2012. Meanwhile quotes were
found to be more in line with the prices paid for the bottom third of
cattle. 

It is likely that the wide range in prices is explained not only by the
difference in price paid for in and out of spec cattle, but also on the
ability of producers to negotiate the best price. Producers who have
a good relationship with the processors due to a history of producing
sufficient numbers of high quality cattle to the right spec are in a
strong position to negotiate better prices. This is particularly relevant
when cattle numbers are tight. Prime cattle slaughterings for the
week ending the 23/06/2012 were 6,214 head, 3.5 per cent lower
than the kill in the same week last year. The total prime cattle kill for
the year to date stands at 157,686, almost 12 per cent down on
the same period last year. With supplies remaining tight producers
continue to have leverage in the market and with this in mind we
would advise  producers to take the base quotes as being subject
to further negotiation.
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Bonus Specification
Criteria

Steers and Heifers Only
Grades attracting bonus E,U,R, 3, 4-, 4= and O+3
Weight 280-380kg
Age Under 30 Months
FQAS Yes
Country of Origin UK Only
There may be variations from these criteria at different factories and  some factories apply additional criteria

Category Criteria Quoted Deduction
S, H Over 30 Months 10p/kg
YB Over 16 Months 10p/kg
YB Over 24 Months 20p/kg
S, H, YB Under 260kg £12.50/head
S, H, YB Under 240kg £24/head
S, H, YB Over 420kg 10p/kg
All Deductions from applicable base price.  Factories paying base price for cattle between 260-280kg and
380-420kg. There may be variations from these criteria at different factories. 
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TTaabbllee 22:: SSppeecciiffiiccaattiioonn ffoorr 88pp//kkgg bboonnuuss oonn sstteeeerrss aanndd hheeiiffeerrss

TTaabbllee 33:: SSppeecciiffiiccaattiioonn wwhheerree ddeedduuccttiioonnss mmaayy aappppllyy

TTaabbllee 44:: SSppeecciiffiiccaattiioonn ffoorr AAnngguuss aanndd HHeerreeffoorrdd bboonnuuss oonn sstteeeerrss aanndd hheeiiffeerrss
BBoonnuuss SSppeecciiffiiccaattiioonn
Breed Aberdeen Angus Hereford
Bonus available 8-36p/kg 10-20p/kg
Grades attracting bonuses O3,O4,R3,R4,U3,U4 O3,O4,R3,R4,U3,U4
Weight 240-400kg 240-400kg
Age Under 30 Months Under 30 Months
FQAS Yes Yes
Country of Origin Northern Ireland Northern Ireland
There may be variations from these criteria at different factories and  some factories apply additional criteria



LLAATTEESSTT NNII BBEEEEFF MMAARRTTSS
FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee ((££//110000kkgg LLWW)) SSttoorree CCaattttllee ((££//110000kkgg LLWW)) DDrrooppppeedd CCaallvveess ((££//hheeaadd))

ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo
SStteeeerrss SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss uupp ttoo 440000kkgg CCoonnttiinneennttaall bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 196 213 1st quality 190 211
2nd quality 180 195 2nd quality 162 189 1st quality 300 400
Friesians 134 172 2nd quality 220 298

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss 440000kkgg--550000kkgg
HHeeiiffeerrss 1st quality 195 214 CCoonnttiinneennttaall hheeiiffeerr ccaallvveess
1st quality 180 213 2nd quality 170 194
2nd quality 160 179 1st quality 250 350

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss oovveerr 550000kkgg 2nd quality 160 248
BBeeeeff CCoowwss 1st quality 195 215

2nd quality 170 194 FFrriieessiiaann bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 167 205
2nd quality 130 166 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss uupp ttoo 445500kkgg 1st quality 180 265

1st quality 200 228 2nd quality 100 178
DDaaiirryy CCoowwss 2nd quality 166 198

HHoollsstteeiinn BBuullll CCaallvveess
1st quality 120 147 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss oovveerr 445500kkgg 25 210
2nd quality 100 119 1st quality 182 204

2nd quality 160 180
Taken from a sample of beef marts in the week ended 22/06/12
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NNII CClleeaann CCaattttllee SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy CClleeaann CCaattttllee PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

DDeeaaddwweeiigghhtt CCaattttllee TTrraaddee

Lambs up to 21kgs.

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy SShheeeepp PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

NNII LLaammbb // HHooggggeett SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

TThhiiss wweeeekk ’’ss mmaarrttss

DDeeaaddwweeiigghhtt SShheeeepp TTrraaddee

LMC does not guarantee the accuracy or completeness of any third party information
provided in or included with this publication. LMC hereby disclaims any responsibility

for error, omission or inaccuracy in the information, misinterpretation or any other
loss, disappointment, negligence or damage caused by reliance on third party

information.

Not for further publication or distribution without prior permission from  LMC

CATTLE TRADE

WEEKLY BEEF & LAMB MARKETS

MMoorree ddeettaaiilleedd iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn oonn pprriicceess aanndd eexxppllaannaattiioonnss ooff
tthheessee ttaabblleess aanndd cchhaarrttss aarree aavvaaiillaabbllee ffrroomm tthhee LLMMCC

TTeecchhnniiccaall DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt::
CCaallll 002288 99226633 33000000..

Plus 8p/kg in-spec bonus where applicable.

RREEPPOORRTTEEDD LLAAMMBB PPRRIICCEESS -- PP//KKGG

((PP//KKGG)) WW//EE
0099//0066//1122

WW//EE
1166//0066//1122

WW//EE
2233//0066//1122

NI Liveweight 351.3p 369.6p 355.9p
NI Deadweight 350.8p 386.7p 375.3p
GB Deadweight 407.2p 422.2p 434.7p

CCAATTTTLLEE QQUUOOTTEESS
((PP//KKGG DDWW)) TThhiiss WWeeeekk

2255//0066//1122
NNeexxtt WWeeeekk
0022//0077//1122

U-3 324 - 328p 322 - 328p
R-3 318 - 322p 316 - 322p
O+3 312 - 316p 308 - 316p
Cows 280 - 290p 280 - 290p

Note:  The table above shows prices for selected grades from the 15-point scale.
The table below merges grades down to the 5-point scale for comparison with GB
regions and ROI.  

LLAASSTT WWEEEEKK''SS NNII CCAATTTTLLEE PPRRIICCEESS -- PP//KKGG

W/E 23/06/12 Steers Heifers Young Bulls Cows

U-3= 335.3 341.4 328.0 310.0
U=3= 334.9 336.6 326.9 -
U=4= 326.5 341.9 - -
R=3= 334.7 335.6 324.3 290.0
R=4= 327.6 331.0 318.7 296.0
O=3= 320.4 316.7 310.4 285.5
O+3= 328.5 327.7 316.8 295.6
O+4= 324.4 320.8 - 299.4
P+2= 298.2 310.0 301.5 244.2
P+3= 305.8 293.9 303.6 275.6

Average 327.5 327.4 315.0 267.3

Notes:
(i)Prices are p/kg Sterling-ROI prices converted at 1 euro=80.57p Stg.
(ii) Shading indicates a lower price than the previous week. 

LLAASSTT WWEEEEKK''SS CCAATTTTLLEE PPRRIICCEESS ((UUKK // RROOII))
W/E

23/06/12 Scotland Northern 
England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England 

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland

Steers

U3 363.0 353.7 351.3 349.0 337.2 335.0
R3 356.4 346.6 343.0 337.3 335.0 327.8
R4 358.2 347.7 341.5 336.8 329.1 327.0
O3 344.4 337.1 322.3 316.0 322.1 314.7

Average 355.8 343.3 336.8 318.3 327.5 -

Heifers

U3 360.9 353.3 355.8 348.9 339.6 349.0
R3 354.6 343.2 340.3 338.4 336.3 338.8
R4 357.0 343.0 342.7 335.9 332.1 337.6
O3 340.6 335.9 329.9 321.5 323.8 322.8

Average 354.4 340.7 339.6 327.4 327.4 -

Young 
Bulls

U3 350.4 339.7 344.8 347.4 328.2 335.4
R3 345.6 331.5 333.6 327.9 324.3 327.4
O3 327.1 310.7 315.0 311.4 309.6 315.1

Average 342.5 319.5 330.8 326.6 315.0 -
Prime Cattle 

Price Reported 6693 5745 4893 4109 3720 -

Cows

O3 297.2 289.9 282.4 266.2 286.5 284.2
O4 299.6 291.2 287.9 275.5 293.0 285.7
P2 233.3 239.9 243.1 233.0 247.4 252.4
P3 251.8 269.6 253.2 239.2 272.7 281.1

BASE quotes of 326-328p/kg were available this week with the
majority of plants quoting 328p/kg for heifers. Similar quotes
are available for Monday but one plant has reduced quotes to

322-324p/kg. The strong trade for fat cows continues with quotes
for first quality cows ranging from 280-290p/kg. Last week’s
reported prices indicate a fairly steady trade with average prices for
all classes of cattle similar to the previous week. Average steer and
heifer prices showed a slight decline of about 1p/kg with the
average price paid for steers and heifers 327.5p/kg and 327.4p/kg
respectively. Average young bull prices were 315p/kg last week,
back 1.6p/kg on the previous week. Cattle numbers remain tight
with 5,204 prime cattle slaughtered last week, down from 5,560 the
previous week. In the same week last year 6438 prime cattle were
slaughtered, representing a decline of 19.1 per cent.

Trade remains strong across the other regions of the UK. In Scotland
average steer and heifer prices increased by around 1.5p/kg.
Average steer and heifer prices also increased in Northern England.
Average steer prices were up almost 0.8p/kg to 343.3p/kg and
average heifer prices were up 2.1p/kg to 340.7p/kg. R3 steer and
heifer prices were up 2p/kg and 4.3p/kg respectively. Prices for
prime cattle in Southern England have also shown an increase with
average R3 steer prices up by almost 5p/kg to 337.3p/kg with R3
heifer prices increasing by 7.7p/kg to 338.4p/kg. The price paid for
U3 grade young bulls increased by 4.1p/kg to 347.4p/kg. Prices
paid for all cattle in ROI remained fairly consistent with the previous
weeks in sterling terms. With shifts in the value of the euro prices
improved slightly in euro terms with the average R3 steer price up
1.3c/kg and the average R3 heifer price up 2.6c/kg.

THE lamb quotes for the end of the week were 375-
380p/kg, back from the 380-385p/kg available late last
week. Lamb slaughterings in NI remain strong with 8036

head killed last week, approx 800 more than the previous
week and almost 60% ahead of the same week last year. The
higher lamb kill is due to an increased supply of lamb and a
decrease in exports to ROI. Last week 5,535 lambs were
exported to ROI for direct slaughter, almost 40 per cent less
than the 8,920 exported in the same week last year. With
increased supplies of lambs south of the border the
slaughterings in ROI are running 5.5 per cent ahead of the
same time last year despite the reduced imports from NI. 

THE numbers passing through many of the sale rings increased this
week. The trade has generally been similar to the previous week. In
Saintfield on Tuesday 640 lambs sold from 338-396p/kg compared to

560 lambs selling to 340-394 the previous week. A larger show of lambs in
Markethill on Wednesday saw a slightly easier trade with 750 lambs selling
to an average of 352p/kg compared to 450 lambs the previous week
selling to an average of 360p/kg. The strong trade for good quality cull
ewes continues with top prices in excess of £90 per head in Saintfield,
Massereeene and Rathfriland during the week. 

SSHHEEEEPP QQUUOOTTEESS

((PP//KKGG DDWW)) TThhiiss WWeeeekk
2255//0066//1122

NNeexxtt WWeeeekk
0022//0077//1122

Spring Lambs 375 - 380p 375-380p

LLAATTEESSTT SSHHEEEEPP MMAARRTTSS
From: 23/06/2012 
To:    29/06/2012 

SSpprriinngg LLaammbbss ((PP//KKGG LLWW))
NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo AAvveerraaggee

Saturday Omagh 319 351 386 -
Donemana 538 338 368 -
Swatragh 419 371 378 -

Monday Kilrea 520 Upto 359 345
Massereene 739 350 381 -

Tuesday Saintfield 640 338 396 362
Rathfriland 861 330 365 354

Armoy 163 340 373 358
Wednesday Ballymena 688 340 409 350

Enniskillen 414 356 382 365
Markethill 750 348 362 352

Newtownstewart 506 342 364 352



LLAATTEESSTT NNII BBEEEEFF MMAARRTTSS
FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee ((££//110000kkgg LLWW)) SSttoorree CCaattttllee ((££//110000kkgg LLWW)) DDrrooppppeedd CCaallvveess ((££//hheeaadd))

ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo ffrroomm ttoo
SStteeeerrss SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss uupp ttoo 440000kkgg CCoonnttiinneennttaall bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 196 213 1st quality 190 211
2nd quality 180 195 2nd quality 162 189 1st quality 300 400
Friesians 134 172 2nd quality 220 298

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss 440000kkgg--550000kkgg
HHeeiiffeerrss 1st quality 195 214 CCoonnttiinneennttaall hheeiiffeerr ccaallvveess
1st quality 180 213 2nd quality 170 194
2nd quality 160 179 1st quality 250 350

SSttoorree bbuulllloocckkss oovveerr 550000kkgg 2nd quality 160 248
BBeeeeff CCoowwss 1st quality 195 215

2nd quality 170 194 FFrriieessiiaann bbuullll ccaallvveess
1st quality 167 205
2nd quality 130 166 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss uupp ttoo 445500kkgg 1st quality 180 265

1st quality 200 228 2nd quality 100 178
DDaaiirryy CCoowwss 2nd quality 166 198

HHoollsstteeiinn BBuullll CCaallvveess
1st quality 120 147 SSttoorree hheeiiffeerrss oovveerr 445500kkgg 25 210
2nd quality 100 119 1st quality 182 204

2nd quality 160 180
Taken from a sample of beef marts in the week ended 22/06/12

SHEEP TRADE

CCoonnttaacctt uuss:: 

WWeebbssiittee:: wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

TTeelleepphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33000000

FFaaxx:: 002288 99226633 33000011

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee:: 002288 99226633 33002244

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33001111 

CCoommmmeennttss:: bbuulllleettiinn@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm

NNII CClleeaann CCaattttllee SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy CClleeaann CCaattttllee PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

DDeeaaddwweeiigghhtt CCaattttllee TTrraaddee

Lambs up to 21kgs.

NNII AAvveerraaggee WWeeeekkllyy SShheeeepp PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg CCWW))

NNII LLaammbb // HHooggggeett SSllaauugghhtteerriinnggss ((‘‘000000 hheeaadd ppeerr  wweeeekk))

TThhiiss wweeeekk ’’ss mmaarrttss

DDeeaaddwweeiigghhtt SShheeeepp TTrraaddee

LMC does not guarantee the accuracy or completeness of any third party information
provided in or included with this publication. LMC hereby disclaims any responsibility

for error, omission or inaccuracy in the information, misinterpretation or any other
loss, disappointment, negligence or damage caused by reliance on third party

information.

Not for further publication or distribution without prior permission from  LMC

CATTLE TRADE

WEEKLY BEEF & LAMB MARKETS

MMoorree ddeettaaiilleedd iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn oonn pprriicceess aanndd eexxppllaannaattiioonnss ooff
tthheessee ttaabblleess aanndd cchhaarrttss aarree aavvaaiillaabbllee ffrroomm tthhee LLMMCC

TTeecchhnniiccaall DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt::
CCaallll 002288 99226633 33000000..

Plus 8p/kg in-spec bonus where applicable.

RREEPPOORRTTEEDD LLAAMMBB PPRRIICCEESS -- PP//KKGG

((PP//KKGG)) WW//EE
0099//0066//1122

WW//EE
1166//0066//1122

WW//EE
2233//0066//1122

NI Liveweight 351.3p 369.6p 355.9p
NI Deadweight 350.8p 386.7p 375.3p
GB Deadweight 407.2p 422.2p 434.7p

CCAATTTTLLEE QQUUOOTTEESS
((PP//KKGG DDWW)) TThhiiss WWeeeekk

2255//0066//1122
NNeexxtt WWeeeekk
0022//0077//1122

U-3 324 - 328p 322 - 328p
R-3 318 - 322p 316 - 322p
O+3 312 - 316p 308 - 316p
Cows 280 - 290p 280 - 290p

Note:  The table above shows prices for selected grades from the 15-point scale.
The table below merges grades down to the 5-point scale for comparison with GB
regions and ROI.  

LLAASSTT WWEEEEKK''SS NNII CCAATTTTLLEE PPRRIICCEESS -- PP//KKGG

W/E 23/06/12 Steers Heifers Young Bulls Cows

U-3= 335.3 341.4 328.0 310.0
U=3= 334.9 336.6 326.9 -
U=4= 326.5 341.9 - -
R=3= 334.7 335.6 324.3 290.0
R=4= 327.6 331.0 318.7 296.0
O=3= 320.4 316.7 310.4 285.5
O+3= 328.5 327.7 316.8 295.6
O+4= 324.4 320.8 - 299.4
P+2= 298.2 310.0 301.5 244.2
P+3= 305.8 293.9 303.6 275.6

Average 327.5 327.4 315.0 267.3

Notes:
(i)Prices are p/kg Sterling-ROI prices converted at 1 euro=80.57p Stg.
(ii) Shading indicates a lower price than the previous week. 

LLAASSTT WWEEEEKK''SS CCAATTTTLLEE PPRRIICCEESS ((UUKK // RROOII))
W/E

23/06/12 Scotland Northern 
England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England 

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland
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U3 360.9 353.3 355.8 348.9 339.6 349.0
R3 354.6 343.2 340.3 338.4 336.3 338.8
R4 357.0 343.0 342.7 335.9 332.1 337.6
O3 340.6 335.9 329.9 321.5 323.8 322.8

Average 354.4 340.7 339.6 327.4 327.4 -
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Bulls

U3 350.4 339.7 344.8 347.4 328.2 335.4
R3 345.6 331.5 333.6 327.9 324.3 327.4
O3 327.1 310.7 315.0 311.4 309.6 315.1

Average 342.5 319.5 330.8 326.6 315.0 -
Prime Cattle 

Price Reported 6693 5745 4893 4109 3720 -

Cows

O3 297.2 289.9 282.4 266.2 286.5 284.2
O4 299.6 291.2 287.9 275.5 293.0 285.7
P2 233.3 239.9 243.1 233.0 247.4 252.4
P3 251.8 269.6 253.2 239.2 272.7 281.1

BASE quotes of 326-328p/kg were available this week with the
majority of plants quoting 328p/kg for heifers. Similar quotes
are available for Monday but one plant has reduced quotes to

322-324p/kg. The strong trade for fat cows continues with quotes
for first quality cows ranging from 280-290p/kg. Last week’s
reported prices indicate a fairly steady trade with average prices for
all classes of cattle similar to the previous week. Average steer and
heifer prices showed a slight decline of about 1p/kg with the
average price paid for steers and heifers 327.5p/kg and 327.4p/kg
respectively. Average young bull prices were 315p/kg last week,
back 1.6p/kg on the previous week. Cattle numbers remain tight
with 5,204 prime cattle slaughtered last week, down from 5,560 the
previous week. In the same week last year 6438 prime cattle were
slaughtered, representing a decline of 19.1 per cent.

Trade remains strong across the other regions of the UK. In Scotland
average steer and heifer prices increased by around 1.5p/kg.
Average steer and heifer prices also increased in Northern England.
Average steer prices were up almost 0.8p/kg to 343.3p/kg and
average heifer prices were up 2.1p/kg to 340.7p/kg. R3 steer and
heifer prices were up 2p/kg and 4.3p/kg respectively. Prices for
prime cattle in Southern England have also shown an increase with
average R3 steer prices up by almost 5p/kg to 337.3p/kg with R3
heifer prices increasing by 7.7p/kg to 338.4p/kg. The price paid for
U3 grade young bulls increased by 4.1p/kg to 347.4p/kg. Prices
paid for all cattle in ROI remained fairly consistent with the previous
weeks in sterling terms. With shifts in the value of the euro prices
improved slightly in euro terms with the average R3 steer price up
1.3c/kg and the average R3 heifer price up 2.6c/kg.

THE lamb quotes for the end of the week were 375-
380p/kg, back from the 380-385p/kg available late last
week. Lamb slaughterings in NI remain strong with 8036

head killed last week, approx 800 more than the previous
week and almost 60% ahead of the same week last year. The
higher lamb kill is due to an increased supply of lamb and a
decrease in exports to ROI. Last week 5,535 lambs were
exported to ROI for direct slaughter, almost 40 per cent less
than the 8,920 exported in the same week last year. With
increased supplies of lambs south of the border the
slaughterings in ROI are running 5.5 per cent ahead of the
same time last year despite the reduced imports from NI. 

THE numbers passing through many of the sale rings increased this
week. The trade has generally been similar to the previous week. In
Saintfield on Tuesday 640 lambs sold from 338-396p/kg compared to

560 lambs selling to 340-394 the previous week. A larger show of lambs in
Markethill on Wednesday saw a slightly easier trade with 750 lambs selling
to an average of 352p/kg compared to 450 lambs the previous week
selling to an average of 360p/kg. The strong trade for good quality cull
ewes continues with top prices in excess of £90 per head in Saintfield,
Massereeene and Rathfriland during the week. 

SSHHEEEEPP QQUUOOTTEESS
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LLAATTEESSTT SSHHEEEEPP MMAARRTTSS
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NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo AAvveerraaggee
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Swatragh 419 371 378 -
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Enniskillen 414 356 382 365
Markethill 750 348 362 352

Newtownstewart 506 342 364 352


