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GIRA: EU BEEF MARKET 2014 UPDATE 
GIRA is a strategic consultancy and

market research firm which
provides valuable insights into

agricultural production, processing,
wholesale and retail as well as providing
consumer research on a global scale. In
their latest report on the EU beef
market they have indicated marginal
growth in EU beef production in 2014.
Total cattle slaughterings in the EU were
up slightly in 2014 which has resulted
in the marginal increase in production
with carcase weights remaining steady
at an average of 341kg.

The EU beef industry has beneffited
from lower input costs in 2014 with feed
prices markedly lower than year earlier

levels, particularly in the last quarter.
However the latest report from Gira as
indicated that there is are underlying
profitability issues for the cattle feeding
sector right across the EU due to high
store cattle prices driven by reduced
availability and consumer price
resistance on premium cuts. 

The low profitability of suckler cow
enterprises has also been identified as
a problem across the EU but the
reduction in feed costs and good forage
availability should help. EU suckler cow
numbers are expected to be one per
cent lower in December 2014 when
compared to year earlier levels with
notable drops in the UK, Ireland and

Italy in particular. With the end of the EU
quota for milk approaching the EU cow
herd has become increasingly dairy
orientated with dairy cows now
accounting for 66.5 per cent of the total
EU cow herd in December 2013. Dairy
cow numbers in the EU are forecast to
be two per cent higher in December
2014 than year earlier levels.

With global demand for milk increasing
the expectation is for the EU cow herd
to expand especially in north-west EU
where grass based production helps
lower production costs. This will result
in more dairy bred beef becoming
available for the EU beef industry from
both cull cows and by-product calves.
There is some potential for an
increasing number of these calves to be
beef cross calves which would help
improve product quality. 

Demand for beef in the EU remains
weak with some Eurozone economies
remaining depressed however the latest
research from Gira has suggested the
down trading in beef cuts seen in the
Euro-zone with the on set of the
economic recession has halted with
some limited increase in demand for
steak cuts. Gira figures have indicated
relatively stable beef consumption
across the EU in 2014 although tighter
supplies of cattle and reduced levels of
beef imports have led to a 0.9 per cent
decline in the total volume of beef
consumed in the EU. 

EU deadweight cattle prices bottomed
out in July-August 2014 as the supplies
of cattle coming forward for slaughter
increased and demand faltered.
However since then the trade has
gradually improved as supplies have
tightened and there has been an
improvement in demand for beef. The
latest report from Gira has indicated
that while there is an expectation of
improved producer prices this has been
tempered by the current Russian ban on
EU beef. 

In August this year Russia banned
imports of beef from the EU along with
a range of other fresh products and left
the EU with 40,000 tonnes of beef to
find an alternative market for. While in
the short term this ban on EU imports
in Russia was disruptive to EU prices it
was not catastrophic with product
diverted to African and Asian markets.
At present there is uncertainty about
how a resolution to this ban will be
reached and the assumption from Gira
is that it will not happen in 2015. 

On a more positive note the US lifted its
BSE restrictions on European beef
which have been in place since 1997.
The biggest gain to this opening market
could be Ireland with the potential for
the UK to benefit indirectly if Ireland had
a significant alternative outlet for beef.
Northern Ireland processors recognise
the potential of the US market and have
been preparing for inspections which

are expected next year. As yet there
have been no beef shipments from the
EU to the US in 2014. 

ALL FQAS producer participants
should be receiving the
following FQAS documents in

the post before Christmas:

•Autumn/Winter 2014 FQAS
Newsletter
This Newsletter contains various
FQAS articles, including the roll out
of butcher audits, an update on
common non-conformances and
helpful information on FQAS
Standard issues such as ‘Home
Mixing’ and recording of disposal of
veterinary medicines.

• NIBL FQAS 2015 Diary
This is a handy, easy-to-use, pocket
diary. As well as providing ample
room to record daily farm
information, there are useful
industry contacts and a condensed
gestation table.

• Record Books
All participants will be receiving a
Veterinary Medicine Record Book
(VMR). You may also have received
a Feed Record Book depending on

when you last ordered one.
Changes have been made to these
books in line with new legislative
requirements and new Scheme
requirements. Please see the FQAS
Newsletter for further information
on this. Please note that if you have
an older version of these two record
books this can still be used until it is
finished.

All FQAS publications can be found
on our website at 
www.lmcni.com/fqas/documentati
on/

Any FQAS participant who has not
received this documentation by 5th
January 2015, please contact FQAS
helpline on (028) 9263 3024.

NEW FQAS SCHEME 
DOCUMENTATION THE FAO Monthly Food Index was

stable in November 2014 at 192.6
points making it the third

consecutive month of stability. However
while the Food Price Index was almost
unchanged from the previous month it
was 13 points (6.4 per cent) lower than
the corresponding month in 2013.

The Meat Price Index during November
2014 was 210.4 points, almost
unchanged from the previous month
when it was 210.2p/kg. Prices for most
meats are at historic highs, in particular
beef prices, with the Meat Index during
November 2014 24.7 points, (13.3 per
cent) higher than during November 2013
when it was 185.7 points. 

The Cereal Index during November 2014
was 183 points, up 4.7 points from
October 2014 but 11.3 points lower than
the previous November when it was
194.3 points. This represents a 5.8 per
cent reduction year on year. The
November increase in the Cereal Index is
the first significant monthly increase
since March 2014 as strong grain
supplies and prospects of a good harvest
in 2014 kept prices under pressure. In
recent weeks however international

wheat quotes have started to increase in
response to poor growing conditions in
some parts of the Northern Hemisphere
which have driven up the FAO Cereal
Index. 

The FAO Dairy Index has continued to
record a decline with an Index of 178.1
points during November 2014 compared
to 184.3 points in the previous month.
This is the ninth consecutive month in
which the Dairy Index has recorded a
month on month decline. In November

2013 the FAO Dairy Index was 250.8
points representing a decline of 72.7
points (29 per cent) year on year. 

The FAO Dairy Index is 35 per cent lower
than the peak Index of 275.4 points in
February 2014. Quotes for dairy products
have fallen dramatically in 2014 as a
result of increased export availability and
a reduction in the volume imported by
major global players, primarily China and
Russia. 

STABLE FAO FOOD INDEX IN NOVEMBER 

Figure 2: The FAO Monthly figures for Food Price Index, Meat Price Index and Cereal
Price Index from November 2013 to November 2014

Figure 1: Changes to the EU beef cow herd by country 2013-2015

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS
Best Wishes

LMC would like to wish all of
our levy-payers and

stakeholders a very Happy
Christmas and prosperous

New Year
-----------------------------

Holiday Arrangements
LMC’s offices will be closing

early on Christmas eve and will
be closed for the Christmas
and New Year Period (25
December - 1 January).  We
will reopen on Friday 2

January. 
-----------------------------

Answerphone & Text Service
There will be no answerphone
or text message service during

Christmas Week

NIFCC 
Please note that NIFCC offices

will be closing early on
Christmas Eve and will be

closed for business on 25-26
December and on January 1 
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indicated that there is are underlying
profitability issues for the cattle feeding
sector right across the EU due to high
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The low profitability of suckler cow
enterprises has also been identified as
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numbers are expected to be one per
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compared to year earlier levels with
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herd has become increasingly dairy
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accounting for 66.5 per cent of the total
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cow numbers in the EU are forecast to
be two per cent higher in December
2014 than year earlier levels.

With global demand for milk increasing
the expectation is for the EU cow herd
to expand especially in north-west EU
where grass based production helps
lower production costs. This will result
in more dairy bred beef becoming
available for the EU beef industry from
both cull cows and by-product calves.
There is some potential for an
increasing number of these calves to be
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remaining depressed however the latest
research from Gira has suggested the
down trading in beef cuts seen in the
Euro-zone with the on set of the
economic recession has halted with
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increased and demand faltered.
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the short term this ban on EU imports
in Russia was disruptive to EU prices it
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gestation table.
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a Feed Record Book depending on
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was 13 points (6.4 per cent) lower than
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unchanged from the previous month
when it was 210.2p/kg. Prices for most
meats are at historic highs, in particular
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when it was 185.7 points. 
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was 183 points, up 4.7 points from
October 2014 but 11.3 points lower than
the previous November when it was
194.3 points. This represents a 5.8 per
cent reduction year on year. The
November increase in the Cereal Index is
the first significant monthly increase
since March 2014 as strong grain
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in 2014 kept prices under pressure. In
recent weeks however international

wheat quotes have started to increase in
response to poor growing conditions in
some parts of the Northern Hemisphere
which have driven up the FAO Cereal
Index. 

The FAO Dairy Index has continued to
record a decline with an Index of 178.1
points during November 2014 compared
to 184.3 points in the previous month.
This is the ninth consecutive month in
which the Dairy Index has recorded a
month on month decline. In November

2013 the FAO Dairy Index was 250.8
points representing a decline of 72.7
points (29 per cent) year on year. 

The FAO Dairy Index is 35 per cent lower
than the peak Index of 275.4 points in
February 2014. Quotes for dairy products
have fallen dramatically in 2014 as a
result of increased export availability and
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major global players, primarily China and
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Figure 1: Changes to the EU beef cow herd by country 2013-2015
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CATTLE TRADE

WEEKLY BEEF & LAMB MARKETS

Notes:        (i) Prices are p/kg Sterling-ROI prices converted at 1 euro=78.99p Stg
(ii) Shading indicates a lower price than the previous week.
(iii) AVG is the average of all grades in the category, not just those listed

SHEEP TRADE Deadweight Sheep Trade 

Deadweight Cattle Trade LAST WEEK'S DEADWEIGHT CATTLE PRICES (UK / ROI)
W/E

13/12/2014
Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland Scotland Northern England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England GB

Steers

U3 360.5 310.7 384.1 366.5 363.8 362.4 370.4
R3 358.7 300.9 377.2 358.3 353.6 351.6 361.3
R4 359.1 299.7 377.5 372.1 351.3 348.7 365.9

O3 339.6 285.2 359.5 338.9 326.5 321.7 337.9

AVG 347.4 - 375.1 359.5 341.9 335.8 355.6

Heifers

U3 364.5 320.9 385.6 369.9 371.6 363.0 374.4
R3 357.3 309.8 378.7 357.9 358.7 349.1 363.2
R4 354.3 308.7 377.1 360.3 355.3 346.7 362.3
O3 342.3 295.6 362.0 341.5 331.0 318.2 340.5
AVG 350.4 - 376.7 356.2 350.2 333.3 357.6

Young 
Bulls

U3 348.3 301.9 376.9 343.2 352.1 360.1 353.7
R3 348.0 295.9 367.8 327.0 332.4 335.0 334.8
O3 324.0 277.0 324.3 295.6 316.1 321.8 314.2
AVG 329.1 - 351.7 315.1 320.3 314.4 321.4

Prime Cattle 
Price Reported 5133 - 6227 5651 5254 3880 21012

Cows

O3 239.1 246.8 233.7 238.0 225.7 220.0 229.9
O4 242.9 248.1 239.8 236.9 234.8 224.3 234.4
P2 195.3 218.9 179.8 190.7 174.0 166.2 176.6
P3 218.3 237.8 196.1 212.4 198.8 193.5 200.0
AVG 207.3 - 220.4 212.7 194.7 189.4 204.6

LATEST LIVEWEIGHT CATTLE MART PRICES NI
1st QUALITY 2nd QUALITY

W/E 13/12/14 From To Avg From To Avg
Finished Cattle (p/kg)
Steers 207 215 211 150 206 180
Friesians 137 157 147 120 136 128
Heifers 201 216 208 130 200 170
Beef Cows 156 204 167 120 155 137
Dairy Cows 103 137 110 70 102 86
Store Cattle (p/kg)
Bullocks up to 400kg 190 211 200 170 189 180
Bullocks 400kg - 500kg 195 214 205 175 194 185
Bullocks over 500kg 191 196 193 143 190 170
Heifers up to 450kg 200 217 206 170 199 185
Heifers over 450kg 190 206 200 160 189 175
Dropped Calves (£/head)
Continental Bulls 280 390 335 160 278 220
Continental Heifers 200 335 270 100 198 150
Friesian Bulls 60 112 85 10 58 40
Holstein Bulls 40 90 65 8 38 25

QUOTES from the major meat plants increased to 360p/kg for U-3
grade prime cattle this week with similar quotes expected for early
next week. Quotes for good quality O+3 grade cows ranged from

230-250p/kg across the plants this week. 

Prime cattle throughput in the major NI plants last week was similar to the
previous week with 6,691 head slaughtered. In the corresponding week
last year prime cattle throughput totalled 7,265 head, representing an
eight per cent reduction year on year. Cow throughput in NI last week was
also similar to the previous week with 2,144 cows killed. In the
corresponding week in 2013 cow throughput totalled 1,879 head
accounting for a 14 per cent increase year on year. 

Imports of prime cattle from ROI last week for direct slaughter in NI plants
totalled 628 head with 134 cows also imported. Meanwhile exports of
cows from NI to ROI for direct slaughter totalled 237 head last week, down
78 head from the previous week when 315 cows were exported. Exports
to GB for direct slaughter last week consisted of 115 prime cattle and 41
cows with 72 cows making the journey from GB to NI for direct slaughter. 

The strong increases recorded in base quotes from the NI plants last
week has resulted in strong increases in the deadweight prices paid for
prime cattle. The average steer price in NI last week was 347.4p/kg, up
8.8p/kg from the previous week. The R3 steer price increased by 7p/kg
to 358.7p/kg last week, the highest weekly price since early February
2014. A similar trend can be seen in the deadweight heifer trade in NI
with the average heifer price up by 7.3p/kg to 350.4p/kg and the R3
heifer price up by 8.3p/kg to 357.3p/kg. The strongest increase in prices
last week was for young bulls with the average price up by 18.3p/kg to
329.1p/kg. Last week 87 per cent of price reported young bulls were
under 16 months compared to 81 per cent the previous week. 

By comparison the deadweight cattle trade in GB last week was broadly
similar to the week before with average steer and heifer prices within a
penny of the previous week at 355.6p/kg and 357.6p/kg respectively.
The average R3 steer price in GB last week was 361.3p/kg, down half a
penny from the previous week. This puts the differential between NI and
the average R3 steer price in GB at 2.6p/kg. The NI R3 steer price was
higher than the equivalent price in all the GB regions with the exception
of Scotland where the R3 steer price was 377.2p/kg. The R3 heifer price
in GB last week was 363.2p/kg, up a penny from the previous week. The
R3 heifer price was within a penny of the previous week in all the English
regions with the exception of the Midlands where it increased by 5.5p/kg
to 358.7p/kg. The R3 heifer price in GB last week was 5.6p/kg higher
than the R3 heifer price in NI.

Strong supplies of cattle have continued to come forward for slaughter in
ROI with last week’s kill totalling 35,813 head. R3 steer and heifer prices
were up in the region of a penny in sterling terms to 300.9p/kg and
309.8p/kg respectively. The differential in R3 steer prices between NI
and GB was the equivalent of 57.8p/kg or £191 on a 330kg carcase.

LAMB QUOTES

(P/Kg DW) This Week 
17/12/14

Next Week 
22/12/14

Lambs 390>22kg 390>22kg

QUOTES across the NI plants this week for R3 grade lambs were
390p/kg up to 22kg. The plants are reporting tighter supplies of
lambs coming forward for slaughter with 7,955 head killed in NI

plants last week. This was a reduction of 478 head from the previous
week when 8,433 lambs were killed locally. In the corresponding week
last year the local lamb kill was 9,222 head. Exports of lambs to ROI for
direct slaughter last week increased to 10,455, accounting for 57 per
cent of local production. The average deadweight price in NI last week
was 382.5p/kg, up 5.1p/kg from the previous week. In GB last week the
deadweight price increased by 13.4p/kg to 422.7p/kg while in ROI it
increased by 4.6p/kg to 374.8p/kg. 

This Week’s Marts

Agood trade was reported across the marts this week, with a firm
trade reported for lighter lambs in particular in some of the marts.
In Massereene on Monday 925 lambs sold from 350-391p/kg

compared to 1,125 lambs last week selling from 345-386p/kg. A steady
trade in Rathfriland this week saw a good entry of 1,353 lambs selling to
an average of 360p/kg compared to 1,015 lambs last week also selling
to an average of 360p/kg. In Enniskillen on Wednesday 824 lambs sold
from 358-386p/kg compared to 608 lambs last week selling from 342-
378p/kg. In Markethill this week 1,210 lambs sold to an average of
358p/kg compared to 1,099 lambs last week selling to an average of
352p/kg. 

REPORTED LAMB PRICES - P/KG

(P/KG DW) W/E
29/11/14

W/E
06/12/14

W/E
13/12/14

NI Liveweight 354.0 353.6 360.4p

NI  Deadweight 373.8 377.4 382.5p

ROI Deadweight 369.0 370.2 374.8p

GB Deadweight 400.5 409.3 422.7p

*Prices exclude AA, HER and Organic cattle 

Contact us: 

Website: www.lmcni.com

Telephone: 028 9263 3000

Fax: 028 9263 3001

FQAS Helpline: 028 9263 3024

Answerphone: 028 9263 3011 

Comments: bulletin@lmcni.com

REPORTED COW PRICES NI - P/KG
w/e

13/12/14
Wgt 

<220kg
Wgt 220-
250kg

Wgt 250-
280kg

Wgt 
>280kg

P1 128.3 136.9 147.0 168.5
P2 157.0 171.4 188.6 208.6
P3 179.2 190.6 215.8 221.4
O3 150.0 212.0 231.3 241.0
O4 - - 236.7 243.2

R3 - 208.8 256.0 259.3

REPORTED NI CATTLE PRICES - P/KG

W/E 13/12/14 Steers Heifers Young Bulls

U3 359.7 364.3 350.7

R3 357.1 356.9 347.8

O+3 347.2 347.2 329.7

LATEST SHEEP MARTS

From: 13/12/14 Lambs (P/KG LW)

To: 19/12/14 No From To Avg

Saturday Swatragh 625 318 457 -

Omagh 1275 349 395 -

Monday Massereene 925 350 391 -

Kilrea 525 346 412 -

Tuesday Saintfield 602 328 411 -

Rathfriland 1353 334 461 360

Wednesday Ballymena 2001 330 376 346

Enniskillen 824 358 386 -

Markethill 1210 330 380 358

NI FACTORY QUOTES FOR CATTLE

(P/KG DW) This Week 
17/12/14

Next Week
22/12/14

Prime

U-3 360p 360p
R-3 354p 354p
O+3 348p 348p
P+3 294-300p 294-300p

Including bonus where applicable 

Cows

O+3 & better 230-250p 230-250p
Steakers 140-170p 140-170p
Blues 120-130p 120-130p

COMMODITY PRICE

W/E 
13/12/14

Price (£) per tonne /
1000litre

% 
weekly change

Barley 144.50 -0.3

Wheat 150.50 -0.3

Straw 11.92 -
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O3 339.6 285.2 359.5 338.9 326.5 321.7 337.9
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R3 357.3 309.8 378.7 357.9 358.7 349.1 363.2
R4 354.3 308.7 377.1 360.3 355.3 346.7 362.3
O3 342.3 295.6 362.0 341.5 331.0 318.2 340.5
AVG 350.4 - 376.7 356.2 350.2 333.3 357.6

Young 
Bulls

U3 348.3 301.9 376.9 343.2 352.1 360.1 353.7
R3 348.0 295.9 367.8 327.0 332.4 335.0 334.8
O3 324.0 277.0 324.3 295.6 316.1 321.8 314.2
AVG 329.1 - 351.7 315.1 320.3 314.4 321.4

Prime Cattle 
Price Reported 5133 - 6227 5651 5254 3880 21012

Cows

O3 239.1 246.8 233.7 238.0 225.7 220.0 229.9
O4 242.9 248.1 239.8 236.9 234.8 224.3 234.4
P2 195.3 218.9 179.8 190.7 174.0 166.2 176.6
P3 218.3 237.8 196.1 212.4 198.8 193.5 200.0
AVG 207.3 - 220.4 212.7 194.7 189.4 204.6

LATEST LIVEWEIGHT CATTLE MART PRICES NI
1st QUALITY 2nd QUALITY

W/E 13/12/14 From To Avg From To Avg
Finished Cattle (p/kg)
Steers 207 215 211 150 206 180
Friesians 137 157 147 120 136 128
Heifers 201 216 208 130 200 170
Beef Cows 156 204 167 120 155 137
Dairy Cows 103 137 110 70 102 86
Store Cattle (p/kg)
Bullocks up to 400kg 190 211 200 170 189 180
Bullocks 400kg - 500kg 195 214 205 175 194 185
Bullocks over 500kg 191 196 193 143 190 170
Heifers up to 450kg 200 217 206 170 199 185
Heifers over 450kg 190 206 200 160 189 175
Dropped Calves (£/head)
Continental Bulls 280 390 335 160 278 220
Continental Heifers 200 335 270 100 198 150
Friesian Bulls 60 112 85 10 58 40
Holstein Bulls 40 90 65 8 38 25

QUOTES from the major meat plants increased to 360p/kg for U-3
grade prime cattle this week with similar quotes expected for early
next week. Quotes for good quality O+3 grade cows ranged from

230-250p/kg across the plants this week. 

Prime cattle throughput in the major NI plants last week was similar to the
previous week with 6,691 head slaughtered. In the corresponding week
last year prime cattle throughput totalled 7,265 head, representing an
eight per cent reduction year on year. Cow throughput in NI last week was
also similar to the previous week with 2,144 cows killed. In the
corresponding week in 2013 cow throughput totalled 1,879 head
accounting for a 14 per cent increase year on year. 

Imports of prime cattle from ROI last week for direct slaughter in NI plants
totalled 628 head with 134 cows also imported. Meanwhile exports of
cows from NI to ROI for direct slaughter totalled 237 head last week, down
78 head from the previous week when 315 cows were exported. Exports
to GB for direct slaughter last week consisted of 115 prime cattle and 41
cows with 72 cows making the journey from GB to NI for direct slaughter. 

The strong increases recorded in base quotes from the NI plants last
week has resulted in strong increases in the deadweight prices paid for
prime cattle. The average steer price in NI last week was 347.4p/kg, up
8.8p/kg from the previous week. The R3 steer price increased by 7p/kg
to 358.7p/kg last week, the highest weekly price since early February
2014. A similar trend can be seen in the deadweight heifer trade in NI
with the average heifer price up by 7.3p/kg to 350.4p/kg and the R3
heifer price up by 8.3p/kg to 357.3p/kg. The strongest increase in prices
last week was for young bulls with the average price up by 18.3p/kg to
329.1p/kg. Last week 87 per cent of price reported young bulls were
under 16 months compared to 81 per cent the previous week. 

By comparison the deadweight cattle trade in GB last week was broadly
similar to the week before with average steer and heifer prices within a
penny of the previous week at 355.6p/kg and 357.6p/kg respectively.
The average R3 steer price in GB last week was 361.3p/kg, down half a
penny from the previous week. This puts the differential between NI and
the average R3 steer price in GB at 2.6p/kg. The NI R3 steer price was
higher than the equivalent price in all the GB regions with the exception
of Scotland where the R3 steer price was 377.2p/kg. The R3 heifer price
in GB last week was 363.2p/kg, up a penny from the previous week. The
R3 heifer price was within a penny of the previous week in all the English
regions with the exception of the Midlands where it increased by 5.5p/kg
to 358.7p/kg. The R3 heifer price in GB last week was 5.6p/kg higher
than the R3 heifer price in NI.

Strong supplies of cattle have continued to come forward for slaughter in
ROI with last week’s kill totalling 35,813 head. R3 steer and heifer prices
were up in the region of a penny in sterling terms to 300.9p/kg and
309.8p/kg respectively. The differential in R3 steer prices between NI
and GB was the equivalent of 57.8p/kg or £191 on a 330kg carcase.

LAMB QUOTES

(P/Kg DW) This Week 
17/12/14

Next Week 
22/12/14

Lambs 390>22kg 390>22kg

QUOTES across the NI plants this week for R3 grade lambs were
390p/kg up to 22kg. The plants are reporting tighter supplies of
lambs coming forward for slaughter with 7,955 head killed in NI

plants last week. This was a reduction of 478 head from the previous
week when 8,433 lambs were killed locally. In the corresponding week
last year the local lamb kill was 9,222 head. Exports of lambs to ROI for
direct slaughter last week increased to 10,455, accounting for 57 per
cent of local production. The average deadweight price in NI last week
was 382.5p/kg, up 5.1p/kg from the previous week. In GB last week the
deadweight price increased by 13.4p/kg to 422.7p/kg while in ROI it
increased by 4.6p/kg to 374.8p/kg. 

This Week’s Marts

Agood trade was reported across the marts this week, with a firm
trade reported for lighter lambs in particular in some of the marts.
In Massereene on Monday 925 lambs sold from 350-391p/kg

compared to 1,125 lambs last week selling from 345-386p/kg. A steady
trade in Rathfriland this week saw a good entry of 1,353 lambs selling to
an average of 360p/kg compared to 1,015 lambs last week also selling
to an average of 360p/kg. In Enniskillen on Wednesday 824 lambs sold
from 358-386p/kg compared to 608 lambs last week selling from 342-
378p/kg. In Markethill this week 1,210 lambs sold to an average of
358p/kg compared to 1,099 lambs last week selling to an average of
352p/kg. 

REPORTED LAMB PRICES - P/KG

(P/KG DW) W/E
29/11/14

W/E
06/12/14

W/E
13/12/14

NI Liveweight 354.0 353.6 360.4p

NI  Deadweight 373.8 377.4 382.5p

ROI Deadweight 369.0 370.2 374.8p

GB Deadweight 400.5 409.3 422.7p

*Prices exclude AA, HER and Organic cattle 

Contact us: 

Website: www.lmcni.com

Telephone: 028 9263 3000

Fax: 028 9263 3001

FQAS Helpline: 028 9263 3024

Answerphone: 028 9263 3011 

Comments: bulletin@lmcni.com

REPORTED COW PRICES NI - P/KG
w/e

13/12/14
Wgt 

<220kg
Wgt 220-
250kg

Wgt 250-
280kg

Wgt 
>280kg

P1 128.3 136.9 147.0 168.5
P2 157.0 171.4 188.6 208.6
P3 179.2 190.6 215.8 221.4
O3 150.0 212.0 231.3 241.0
O4 - - 236.7 243.2

R3 - 208.8 256.0 259.3

REPORTED NI CATTLE PRICES - P/KG

W/E 13/12/14 Steers Heifers Young Bulls

U3 359.7 364.3 350.7

R3 357.1 356.9 347.8

O+3 347.2 347.2 329.7

LATEST SHEEP MARTS

From: 13/12/14 Lambs (P/KG LW)

To: 19/12/14 No From To Avg

Saturday Swatragh 625 318 457 -

Omagh 1275 349 395 -

Monday Massereene 925 350 391 -

Kilrea 525 346 412 -

Tuesday Saintfield 602 328 411 -

Rathfriland 1353 334 461 360

Wednesday Ballymena 2001 330 376 346

Enniskillen 824 358 386 -

Markethill 1210 330 380 358

NI FACTORY QUOTES FOR CATTLE

(P/KG DW) This Week 
17/12/14

Next Week
22/12/14

Prime

U-3 360p 360p
R-3 354p 354p
O+3 348p 348p
P+3 294-300p 294-300p

Including bonus where applicable 

Cows

O+3 & better 230-250p 230-250p
Steakers 140-170p 140-170p
Blues 120-130p 120-130p

COMMODITY PRICE

W/E 
13/12/14

Price (£) per tonne /
1000litre

% 
weekly change

Barley 144.50 -0.3

Wheat 150.50 -0.3

Straw 11.92 -


