
IMPORTS of cattle from ROI have in the pastprovided a valuable source of cattle for further
breeding and production on NI farms. However

with these cattle out of spec for major customers in
the UK and alternative markets returning weaker
prices for this beef fewer of these cattle have been
imported due to lower farmgate prices associated
with mixed origin cattle. 

As outlined in Figure 1 the number of male cattle
imported from ROI to NI for further production
during 2014 was markedly lower than 2013 levels.
During 2014 7,081 male cattle were imported from
ROI for direct slaughter compared to 10,130 head
the previous year. 

This reduction by 3,049 head accounts for a thirty
per cent reduction year on year. In 2012 a total of
12,882 male cattle were imported from ROI for
further finishing on NI farms.  This was 45 per cent
higher than the number imported in 2014.

While there was a notable decline in the number of
cattle being imported for further production
between 2012 and 2014 the seasonality of imports

has remained with the number imported peaking in
the autumn months. This coincides with beef cattle
coming off grass in ROI and coming to NI to be
housed for finishing. 

Analysis of the number of cattle on the ground has
indicated that at the close of 2014 there were
2,569 beef sired male cattle on NI farms aged 18-
30 months that were born outside NI and these
accounted for 2.5 per cent of all beef sired male
cattle in this age bracket on NI farms. In December
2012 there were 6,301 male beef sired cattle on NI
farms in the 18-30 month age bracket that were
born outside NI and these accounted for 5.6 per
cent of cattle in this age bracket  on NI farms. 

Imports of prime cattle from ROI for direct slaughter
in NI plants have also recorded a reduction year on
year. In 2014 a total of 24,422 prime cattle were
imported from ROI compared to 26,645 prime
cattle during the previous 12 months. This decrease
by 2,223 head represents a 8 per cent reduction
year on year. Imports of prime cattle for direct
slaughter from ROI accounted for 8 per cent of the
NI prime cattle kill in 2014.
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PRODUCTION LOWER IN 2014

MEMBER states have been urged to stay
united in their response to Russia’s
Food import ban at the EU Farm

Council meeting this week. This news comes
after Russian authorities indicated in recent
weeks that they may be willing to reopen its
market for some high end products from
individual EU countries. 

The Baltic countries, backed by the UK, Poland
and Slovenia were strongest in demanding that
EU countries should remain united in the face
of the ban that has been in place since early
August 2014. The consensus was that
individual member states should refrain from
holding bilateral talks with Russian authorities
towards lifting the Russian food import ban for
their own products to allow a common EU
solution to be reached. 

Russia announced a ban on imports of
prepared and fresh foods from the EU, Norway,
the US, Canada and Australia in August 2014
for  a period of one year and applied to meat,
dairy products, fruit and vegetables and fish
from the countries listed above. By banning
food imports from these regions Russia
created disruption to the global food trade, but
particularly for the EU. 

With 20 per cent of Russia’s imported food
supplies sourced from the EU annually at a
value of approximately $8 billion the ban has
had resulted in the affected countries having to
find alternative markets for their produce.
Meanwhile producers in countries not affected
by the ban have gained from increased access

and reduced competition in the lucrative
Russian market. 

In the short term the Russian embargo on food
imports has been damaging and disruptive to
the food industries of affected countries within
the EU and in the longer term it has resulted
in a rearrangement of the pattern of global
trade in the major agricultural commodities.
The decision by Russian authorities to
implement this ban has highlighted the
vulnerability of producers of perishable
products such as fruit and vegetables, and to
a lesser extent meat and dairy products, to the
disruption of their end markets. 

While the value and volume of UK food exports
to Russia is very small the redirection of
product intended for the Russian market has
created competition for customers and orders
on domestic markets within the EU and
thereby indirectly affected the UK, and other
EU countries. 

The largest majority of the beef imported from
the EU would have been manufacturing beef
and offal and it was an important outlet for this
type of produce. The loss of the Russian
market to EU beef exporters has resulted in a
saturation of these cheaper beef cuts on the
EU market as processors tried to find
alternative outlets for these products. 

In recent decades Russia has become
increasingly dependent on food imports, with
meat, processed foods, fruit and vegetables
the main imported products. Russian

agricultural imports recorded strong growth
from $7 billion in 2000 to $33 billion in 2008
and $43 billion in 2013. This notable growth
in imports has made Russia the second largest
importer of agricultural produce among
emerging markets after China. 

Russia’s dependence on meat imports has
grown markedly in recent years as high costs of
production and low profitability for Russian
producers has resulted in reduced domestic
supplies. With the availability of imports at
lower prices than domestic production Russian
meat imports increased by 78% between 2000
and 2008. 

Reduced domestic supplies of beef and
increased consumer demand due to
improvements in incomes and living standards
have been key drivers behind this growth in
imports. In 2000 per capita consumption of
meat in Russia was 41kg and by 2007 this had
increased to 56kg. With less than half the beef
consumed in Russia produced domestically
Brazil can be expected to benefit from the ban,
replacing formerly significant imports from
Australia. 

While the recent discussions at EU level have
prompted EU member states to refrain from
discussions with Russian authorities on re-
establishing trade EU law does not prohibit
individual countries from engaging with Russia
for the partial lifting of the embargo on some
products. It remains to be seen how individual
countries will react to movements by Russia to
lift the embargo on some high end products. 

RUSSIAN TRADE EMBARGO DISCUSSIONS AT
EU FARM COUNCIL

FIgure 1: Imports of male cattle from ROI to NI for further breeding and production 2012-2014

FQAS MART CLINICS 
FEBRUARY

LOCATION DAY DATE 

Omagh Monday 02/02/2015

Kilrea Wednesday 04/02/2015

Markethill Tuesday 17/02/2015

Enniskillen Thursday 19/02/2015

Saintfield Wednesday 25/02/2015

Ballymena Friday 27/02/2015

LMC’s Farm Liaison Officer, Terry White, runs Farm Quality
Assurance Scheme (FQAS) mart clinics at a range of
Livestock Marts across Northern Ireland. Terry is present

to assist members of FQAS with non-conformances, general
scheme queries and any issues prior to or following an
inspection. 

Any farmers who wish to join the scheme can also do so
through their local FQAS mart clinic.  Terry will be available at
the livestock marts listed above. For further information call
(028) 9263 3024.
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CATTLE TRADE

WEEKLY BEEF & LAMB MARKETS

Notes:        (i) Prices are p/kg Sterling-ROI prices converted at 1 euro=76.18p Stg
(ii) Shading indicates a lower price than the previous week.
(iii) AVG is the average of all grades in the category, not just those listed

SHEEP TRADE Deadweight Sheep Trade 

Deadweight Cattle Trade LAST WEEK'S DEADWEIGHT CATTLE PRICES (UK / ROI)

W/E
24/01/2015

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland Scotland Northern England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England GB

Steers

U3 371.8 315.8 382.8 380.7 378.5 380.9 380.8
R3 369.7 304.8 376.5 370.7 368.5 366.3 371.0
R4 366.4 305.8 378.7 378.5 368.5 367.4 374.9

O3 350.7 290.9 359.4 351.3 339.1 344.3 348.4

AVG 359.6 - 375.2 368.5 354.3 356.9 364.9

Heifers

U3 375.9 325.4 383.5 384.5 387.1 383.6 384.7
R3 369.2 314.5 375.0 372.4 372.0 367.7 372.3
R4 364.3 314.0 377.1 375.4 369.7 368.1 373.5
O3 352.4 300.6 357.8 347.7 341.1 345.1 348.8
AVG 362.6 - 376.3 370.3 361.8 357.2 368.1

Young 
Bulls

U3 361.9 301.9 377.9 358.8 368.5 372.5 367.2
R3 356.1 297.2 363.5 347.8 355.4 353.2 353.9
O3 340.3 284.7 331.1 309.9 327.0 332.4 322.5
AVG 336.4 - 346.2 321.3 333.4 333.1 331.0

Prime Cattle 
Price Reported 6254 - 6233 5677 5284 3716 20910

Cows

O3 248.2 248.9 250.8 246.2 234.7 238.0 243.5
O4 248.9 251.0 250.5 247.2 242.6 240.5 245.6
P2 201.3 227.1 186.8 206.0 189.3 176.2 189.8
P3 224.4 241.8 204.9 219.9 204.3 200.9 207.9

AVG 224.0 - 235.9 224.8 212.1 209.9 221.8

QUOTES for U-3 grade prime cattle this week ranged from 358-
366p/kg with the majority of plants quoting in the region of
360-362p/kg. Quotes for early next week range from 354-360p/kg

across the plants however not all plants have provided quotes. Quotes
for cows have remained unchanged with quotes for good quality O+3
grade cows ranging from 230-254p/kg across the factories. With the
variation in quotes across the plants for both prime cattle and cows
producers are encouraged to shop around to ensure they get the best
possible deal.

The processors have reported steady supplies of cattle coming forward
for slaughter in recent weeks with 7,322 prime cattle slaughtered in NI
plants last week compared to 6,693 slaughtered the previous week. This
increase in prime cattle slaughterings by 629 head represents a nine per
cent increase week on week and is the highest weekly throughput of
prime cattle in NI since late May 2014. In the corresponding week in
2013 6,405 prime cattle were slaughtered in NI plants. The cow kill in NI
last week totalled 1,858 head bringing throughout for the year to date to
6,490 head. In the same period last year 5,922 cows were killed. 

Deadweight prime cattle prices in NI last week showed a slight
improvement. The average steer price in NI last week was 359.6p/kg, up
1.3p/kg from the previous week while the R3 steer price increased by
1.9p/kg to 369.7p/kg. This increase puts the NI R3 price just below the
GB average R3 price of 371p/kg last week. Meanwhile the average heifer
price in NI last week was 362.6p/kg, up 1.7p/kg from the previous week
while the R3 heifer price increased by 1.9p/kg to 369.2p/kg. The
differential in R3 heifer prices between NI and GB last week was 3.1p/kg
compared to 5.6p/kg the previous week.

The deadweight cattle trade in GB last week was back slightly last week
with average steer prices back by 1-2p/kg in all the regions with the
exception of Southern England where it increased by 4.4p/kg to
356.9p/kg. This was 2.7p/kg below the equivalent price in NI. The
average R3 steer price in GB last week was unchanged last week at
371p/kg with R3 steer prices within a penny of the previous week in all
GB regions. Meanwhile average heifer prices in GB last week followed a
similar trend to the steers with prices within 1p/kg of the previous week
in all the GB regions. 

The cow trade in Southern England recorded a strong increase last week
with the average price up 8p/kg to 209.9p/kg but the rest of the GB
regions recorded a decline in average prices of 1-3p/kg. Meanwhile in
NI the cow price was back 2p/kg to 224p/kg which was 2p/kg higher
than the GB average price.

In ROI last week prices improved strongly in euro terms but a decrease in
the value of euro against a sterling meant prices were almost unchanged
in sterling terms. The R3 steer price in ROI last week was the equivalent
of 304.8p/kg while the R3 heifer price was the equivalent of 314.5p/kg. 

HOGGET QUOTES

(P/Kg DW) This Week
26/01/15

Next Week
02/02/15

Hoggets 400-410>22kg 395-400p/kg>22kg

QUOTES from the plants this week for R3 grade hoggets ranged from
400-410p/kg to 22kg with quotes of 395-400p/kg expected for
next week. Reports from some of the NI plants have indicated

difficulties in marketing lamb due to the strengthening of sterling against
euro. Throughput in the NI plants last week totalled 5,966 head, a drop
of 572 head from the previous week. A further 6,185 hoggets were
exported to ROI for direct slaughter last week. This was a drop of 862
head from the previous week. Deadweight hogget prices in NI last week
showed a strong increase to 412.6p/kg while prices in GB remained
steady at 424.3p/kg. 

This Week’s Marts

GOOD numbers passed through the sale rings of many of the marts
this week with a steady trade for good quality lambs reported. In
Massereene on Monday 1,067 hoggets sold from 360-402p/kg

compared to 1,032 hoggets last week selling from 365-415p/kg. A good
trade in Kilrea this morning saw 450 hoggets sell from 375-391p/kg
compared to 250 hoggets last week selling from 360-382p/kg. In
Rathfriland this week a similar trade to last week saw 1,200 hoggets sell
to an average of 369p/kg. In Ballymena this week a large entry of 1,760
hoggets sold from 345-385p/kg (avg 356p/kg) compared to 1,444
hoggets last week selling from 355-413p/kg (avg 371p/kg). More ewes
have started to pass through the sale rings with top prices of over £100
in several marts for well fleshed lots. 

REPORTED HOGGET PRICES - P/KG

(P/KG DW) W/E
10/01/15

W/E
17/01/15

W/E
24/01/15

NI Liveweight 359.3 367.5 375.3

NI  Deadweight 383.2 387.8 412.6

ROI Deadweight 379.5 379.0 -

GB Deadweight 419.4 423.6 424.3

*Prices exclude AA, HER and Organic cattle 

Contact us: 

Website: www.lmcni.com

Telephone: 028 9263 3000

Fax: 028 9263 3001

FQAS Helpline: 028 9263 3024

Answerphone: 028 9263 3011 

Comments: bulletin@lmcni.com

REPORTED COW PRICES NI - P/KG

w/e
24/01/15

Wgt
<220kg

Wgt 220-
250kg

Wgt 250-
280kg

Wgt
>280kg

P1 135.9 149.4 157.6 163.1

P2 161.9 181.3 197.6 216.2

P3 189.0 205.4 219.0 228.2

O3 210.0 225.0 239.3 249.5

O4 - 228.0 241.4 249.1

R3 - - 270.0 270.3

NI FACTORY QUOTES FOR CATTLE
(P/KG DW) This Week

26/01/15
Next Week
02/02/15

Prime
U-3 358 - 366p 354 - 360p
R-3 352 - 360p 348 - 354p
O+3 346 - 354p 342 - 348p
P+3 314 - 316p 310 - 316p

Including bonus where applicable 
Cows
O+3 & better 230-254p 230-254p
Steakers 140-170p 140-170p
Blues 120-130p 120-130p

Cow quotes vary depending on weight and grade. 

Pricing policies vary from plant to plant.  Producers are advised
to check pricing policies before presenting cattle for slaughter.

LATEST LIVEWEIGHT CATTLE MART PRICES NI
1st QUALITY 2nd QUALITY

W/E 24/01/15 From To Avg From To Avg
Finished Cattle (p/kg)
Steers 201 223 210 165 200 182
Friesians 162 179 170 132 161 150
Heifers 203 235 218 170 202 185
Beef Cows 159 222 170 120 158 135
Dairy Cows 100 132 110 60 99 80
Store Cattle (p/kg)
Bullocks up to 400kg - - - - - -
Bullocks 400kg - 500kg 210 227 218 175 209 192
Bullocks over 500kg 207 237 214 180 206 193
Heifers up to 450kg 205 224 214 170 204 187
Heifers over 450kg 205 228 210 165 204 185
Dropped Calves (£/head)
Continental Bulls 300 415 340 200 298 250
Continental Heifers 250 375 295 120 248 185
Friesian Bulls 110 210 150 40 108 75
Holstein Bulls 60 165 100 10 58 30

LATEST SHEEP MARTS

From: 24/01/15 Hoggets (P/KG LW)

To: 30/01/15 No From To Avg

Saturday Omagh 1290 354 392 -

Swatragh 540 344 431 -

Newtownstewart 100 360 370 365

Monday Massereene 1067 360 402 -

Kilrea 450 375 391 -

Tuesday Saintfield 707 340 405 -

Rathfriland 1200 343 432 369

Wednesday Ballymena 1760 345 385 356

Enniskillen 998 338 382 -

Markethill 800 340 399 362

REPORTED NI CATTLE PRICES - P/KG

W/E 24/01/15 Steers Heifers Young Bulls

U3 371.5 376.0 361.6

R3 368.9 368.9 356.8

O+3 358.3 359.7 349.6

FQAS MART CLINICS 
FEBRUARY

LMC’s Farm Liaison Officer, Terry White, runs Farm Quality
Assurance Scheme (FQAS) mart clinics at a range of
Livestock Marts across Northern Ireland. Terry is present

to assist members of FQAS with non-conformances, general
scheme queries and any issues prior to or following an
inspection. 

Any farmers who wish to join the scheme can also do so
through their local FQAS mart clinic.  Terry will be available at
the livestock marts listed above. For further information call
(028) 9263 3024.
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QUOTES for U-3 grade prime cattle this week ranged from 358-
366p/kg with the majority of plants quoting in the region of
360-362p/kg. Quotes for early next week range from 354-360p/kg

across the plants however not all plants have provided quotes. Quotes
for cows have remained unchanged with quotes for good quality O+3
grade cows ranging from 230-254p/kg across the factories. With the
variation in quotes across the plants for both prime cattle and cows
producers are encouraged to shop around to ensure they get the best
possible deal.

The processors have reported steady supplies of cattle coming forward
for slaughter in recent weeks with 7,322 prime cattle slaughtered in NI
plants last week compared to 6,693 slaughtered the previous week. This
increase in prime cattle slaughterings by 629 head represents a nine per
cent increase week on week and is the highest weekly throughput of
prime cattle in NI since late May 2014. In the corresponding week in
2013 6,405 prime cattle were slaughtered in NI plants. The cow kill in NI
last week totalled 1,858 head bringing throughout for the year to date to
6,490 head. In the same period last year 5,922 cows were killed. 

Deadweight prime cattle prices in NI last week showed a slight
improvement. The average steer price in NI last week was 359.6p/kg, up
1.3p/kg from the previous week while the R3 steer price increased by
1.9p/kg to 369.7p/kg. This increase puts the NI R3 price just below the
GB average R3 price of 371p/kg last week. Meanwhile the average heifer
price in NI last week was 362.6p/kg, up 1.7p/kg from the previous week
while the R3 heifer price increased by 1.9p/kg to 369.2p/kg. The
differential in R3 heifer prices between NI and GB last week was 3.1p/kg
compared to 5.6p/kg the previous week.

The deadweight cattle trade in GB last week was back slightly last week
with average steer prices back by 1-2p/kg in all the regions with the
exception of Southern England where it increased by 4.4p/kg to
356.9p/kg. This was 2.7p/kg below the equivalent price in NI. The
average R3 steer price in GB last week was unchanged last week at
371p/kg with R3 steer prices within a penny of the previous week in all
GB regions. Meanwhile average heifer prices in GB last week followed a
similar trend to the steers with prices within 1p/kg of the previous week
in all the GB regions. 

The cow trade in Southern England recorded a strong increase last week
with the average price up 8p/kg to 209.9p/kg but the rest of the GB
regions recorded a decline in average prices of 1-3p/kg. Meanwhile in
NI the cow price was back 2p/kg to 224p/kg which was 2p/kg higher
than the GB average price.

In ROI last week prices improved strongly in euro terms but a decrease in
the value of euro against a sterling meant prices were almost unchanged
in sterling terms. The R3 steer price in ROI last week was the equivalent
of 304.8p/kg while the R3 heifer price was the equivalent of 314.5p/kg. 

HOGGET QUOTES

(P/Kg DW) This Week
26/01/15

Next Week
02/02/15

Hoggets 400-410>22kg 395-400p/kg>22kg

QUOTES from the plants this week for R3 grade hoggets ranged from
400-410p/kg to 22kg with quotes of 395-400p/kg expected for
next week. Reports from some of the NI plants have indicated

difficulties in marketing lamb due to the strengthening of sterling against
euro. Throughput in the NI plants last week totalled 5,966 head, a drop
of 572 head from the previous week. A further 6,185 hoggets were
exported to ROI for direct slaughter last week. This was a drop of 862
head from the previous week. Deadweight hogget prices in NI last week
showed a strong increase to 412.6p/kg while prices in GB remained
steady at 424.3p/kg. 

This Week’s Marts

GOOD numbers passed through the sale rings of many of the marts
this week with a steady trade for good quality lambs reported. In
Massereene on Monday 1,067 hoggets sold from 360-402p/kg

compared to 1,032 hoggets last week selling from 365-415p/kg. A good
trade in Kilrea this morning saw 450 hoggets sell from 375-391p/kg
compared to 250 hoggets last week selling from 360-382p/kg. In
Rathfriland this week a similar trade to last week saw 1,200 hoggets sell
to an average of 369p/kg. In Ballymena this week a large entry of 1,760
hoggets sold from 345-385p/kg (avg 356p/kg) compared to 1,444
hoggets last week selling from 355-413p/kg (avg 371p/kg). More ewes
have started to pass through the sale rings with top prices of over £100
in several marts for well fleshed lots. 

REPORTED HOGGET PRICES - P/KG

(P/KG DW) W/E
10/01/15

W/E
17/01/15

W/E
24/01/15

NI Liveweight 359.3 367.5 375.3

NI  Deadweight 383.2 387.8 412.6

ROI Deadweight 379.5 379.0 -

GB Deadweight 419.4 423.6 424.3

*Prices exclude AA, HER and Organic cattle 

Contact us: 

Website: www.lmcni.com

Telephone: 028 9263 3000

Fax: 028 9263 3001

FQAS Helpline: 028 9263 3024

Answerphone: 028 9263 3011 

Comments: bulletin@lmcni.com

REPORTED COW PRICES NI - P/KG

w/e
24/01/15

Wgt
<220kg

Wgt 220-
250kg

Wgt 250-
280kg

Wgt
>280kg

P1 135.9 149.4 157.6 163.1

P2 161.9 181.3 197.6 216.2

P3 189.0 205.4 219.0 228.2

O3 210.0 225.0 239.3 249.5

O4 - 228.0 241.4 249.1

R3 - - 270.0 270.3

NI FACTORY QUOTES FOR CATTLE
(P/KG DW) This Week

26/01/15
Next Week
02/02/15

Prime
U-3 358 - 366p 354 - 360p
R-3 352 - 360p 348 - 354p
O+3 346 - 354p 342 - 348p
P+3 314 - 316p 310 - 316p

Including bonus where applicable 
Cows
O+3 & better 230-254p 230-254p
Steakers 140-170p 140-170p
Blues 120-130p 120-130p

Cow quotes vary depending on weight and grade. 

Pricing policies vary from plant to plant.  Producers are advised
to check pricing policies before presenting cattle for slaughter.

LATEST LIVEWEIGHT CATTLE MART PRICES NI
1st QUALITY 2nd QUALITY

W/E 24/01/15 From To Avg From To Avg
Finished Cattle (p/kg)
Steers 201 223 210 165 200 182
Friesians 162 179 170 132 161 150
Heifers 203 235 218 170 202 185
Beef Cows 159 222 170 120 158 135
Dairy Cows 100 132 110 60 99 80
Store Cattle (p/kg)
Bullocks up to 400kg - - - - - -
Bullocks 400kg - 500kg 210 227 218 175 209 192
Bullocks over 500kg 207 237 214 180 206 193
Heifers up to 450kg 205 224 214 170 204 187
Heifers over 450kg 205 228 210 165 204 185
Dropped Calves (£/head)
Continental Bulls 300 415 340 200 298 250
Continental Heifers 250 375 295 120 248 185
Friesian Bulls 110 210 150 40 108 75
Holstein Bulls 60 165 100 10 58 30

LATEST SHEEP MARTS

From: 24/01/15 Hoggets (P/KG LW)

To: 30/01/15 No From To Avg

Saturday Omagh 1290 354 392 -

Swatragh 540 344 431 -

Newtownstewart 100 360 370 365

Monday Massereene 1067 360 402 -

Kilrea 450 375 391 -

Tuesday Saintfield 707 340 405 -

Rathfriland 1200 343 432 369

Wednesday Ballymena 1760 345 385 356

Enniskillen 998 338 382 -

Markethill 800 340 399 362

REPORTED NI CATTLE PRICES - P/KG

W/E 24/01/15 Steers Heifers Young Bulls

U3 371.5 376.0 361.6

R3 368.9 368.9 356.8

O+3 358.3 359.7 349.6

FQAS MART CLINICS 
FEBRUARY

LMC’s Farm Liaison Officer, Terry White, runs Farm Quality
Assurance Scheme (FQAS) mart clinics at a range of
Livestock Marts across Northern Ireland. Terry is present

to assist members of FQAS with non-conformances, general
scheme queries and any issues prior to or following an
inspection. 

Any farmers who wish to join the scheme can also do so
through their local FQAS mart clinic.  Terry will be available at
the livestock marts listed above. For further information call
(028) 9263 3024.

31012015_LEFT TEMPLATE NEW  30/01/2015  14:41  Page 2


