
ANALYSIS of the price reporting
statistics for the final quarter of
2014 have indicated a general

improvement in the carcase
conformation of the NI prime cattle kill
when compared to the corresponding
quarter in 2013. There has also been a
notable increase in the proportion of
steers in the prime cattle kill at the
expense of young bulls.

Steers

In the final quarter of 2014 steers
accounted for 56 per cent of the total
prime cattle kill in NI compared to 45
per cent in the corresponding period in
2013. This increase in steer throughput
has occurred due to a marked reduction
in the proportion of young bulls in the
slaughter mix. In the final quarter of
2013 20 per cent of the prime kill were
young bulls compared to 7 per cent in
the 2014 period. 

During the final quarter of 2014 20.2
per cent of price reported steers were
awarded a U grade for conformation.
This was 1.3 percentage points higher
than the 18.9 per cent of steers
awarded a U grade in the 2013 period.
The proportion of steer carcases
awarded an R grade increased by one
percentage point over the same period
to account for 38.9 per cent of the
prime cattle kill in the final quarter of
2014. 

Meanwhile the proportion of steer
carcases awarded an O grade for
conformation declined by 1.8
percentage points between the two
periods to account for 29.5 per cent of
the price reported steer kill. The

proportion of P grade steers declined by
half a percentage point to account for
11.1 per cent of the price reported steer
kill in the final quarter of 2014. 

While there has been a general
improvement in the grades achieved by
steers slaughtered in NI the proportion
of steers sourced from the dairy and
suckler herds has been relatively
unchanged year on year. In the final
quarter of 2014 35 per cent of the steer
kill were sourced from the dairy herd
compared to 36 per cent in the
corresponding period in 2013. 

Between the two periods the average
steer carcase weight increased from
341kg to 345kg despite a slight drop in
the average age at slaughter from 26.1
months in the 2013 period to 25.9
months in the 2014 period. The average
carcase weight of steers sourced from
the dairy herds increased from 309kg
in the 2013 period to 317kg in the 2014
period while steers carcases from the
suckler herd increased from 358kg to
361kg over the same period. 

Heifers

The proportion of heifers in the NI
slaughter mix increased from 35 per
cent in the final quarter of 2013 to 37
per cent in the final quarter of 2014.
The price reported heifer kill recorded a
similar trend to the steer kill with a
general improvement in conformation
scores year on year.

In the 2014 period 20.7 per cent of
price reported heifers achieved a U
grade. This was a 4.4 percentage point
increase from the corresponding period

in 2013. The proportion of R grade
carcases also increased from 48.5 per
cent in the 2013 period to 50 per cent
in the final quarter of 2014.  With more
heifers achieving better conformation
scores the proportion of the heifer kill
awarded an O grade decreased by 5.4
percentage points to account for 24.7
per cent of the price reported kill in the
2014 period. 

The proportion of the NI heifer kill
sourced from the dairy herd has
remained constant at 25 per cent
between the two periods under
analysis. The average carcase weight of
price reported heifers in the slaughter
mix with a dairy dam increased from
288kg in the 2013 period to 295kg in
the 2014 period. Meanwhile the
average carcase weight of suckler origin
heifers increased from 313kg in the
final quarter of 2013 to 321kg in the
final quarter of 2014. 

This increase in average heifer carcase
weights has occurred despite heifers
being killed at a slightly younger age.
The average age at slaughter of price
reported heifers was 26 months in the
final quarter of 2013 and in the final
quarter of 2014 this was reduced to
25.6 months. This is the equivalent of
heifers being killed 12 days earlier in
the 2014 period than the 2013 period. 

Young bulls

While there has been a general
improvement in the conformation
scores achieved by the NI steer and
heifer kill year on year the opposite has
been the case for the young bull kill. As
previously mentioned the proportion of

young bulls in the slaughter mix has
markedly decreased between the two
periods due to lack of market demand
for bull beef. Please note that these
figures are inclusive of veal and rose
veal. 

The proportion of young bull carcases
awarded a U grade declined from 17.9
per cent in the final quarter of 2013 to
14.7 per cent in the 2014 period. The
proportion of R grade young bull
carcases declined by 8.2 percentage
points over the same period to account
for 20.2 per cent of the young bull kill
in the final quarter of 2014. 

The proportion of young bulls achieving
an O or P grade increased from 52.2 per
cent of the young bull kill in the 2013
period to 64 per cent in the 2014
period. This increase in these lower
conformation scores is due to a marked
increase in the proportion of the young 

bull kill sourced from the dairy herd. In 
the 2013 period 62 per cent of the
young bull kill in NI was sourced from
the dairy herd compared to 50 per cent
in the corresponding period in 2013.

The average carcase weights of young
bulls have also recorded a change
between the two periods. Young bulls
sourced from the suckler herd had an
average carcase weight of 357kg in the
final quarter of 2014, an increase of
5kg from the corresponding period in
2013. Meanwhile the average carcase
weight of young bulls sourced from the
dairy herd recorded a 5kg decline to
262kg in the 2014 period.  

For a full breakdown of the
conformation and fat class of the NI
cattle kill in Q4 please visit the Market
Reports section of the LMC website at
www.lmcni.com 
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Figure 1: Conformation analysis of price reported heifer kill in NI Q4 2013 and
2014

PRODUCING prime cattle to meet
the market specifications of the
major UK retailers has become

increasingly important in recent times
with these markets providing the best

returns for our high quality NI beef. 

For this reason producers should aim to
present cattle for slaughter within the
desired specifications. Table 1 provides

a guide to the current specification
requirements at present across the
plants. It should be noted that this is
only a guide and that there is variation
across the plants so producers should
consult with the procurement staff of
individual plants before presenting
cattle for slaughter. 

Recent beef management notes from
CAFRE have highlighted the importance
of regularly checking beef cattle
approaching finishing for levels of fat
cover. Particular attention should be
paid to stock from crosses involving the
more traditional breeds such as
Hereford or Angus as these can become
over fat quickly, especially at higher
levels of concentrate feeding.

Producers should be assessing fat

cover at the ribs, loin and tail head on
finishing beef animals and it is
preferable to assess fat cover on the left
hand side of the animal. The aim should
be to slaughter prime cattle at fat class
3 as over finished or under finished
cattle can attract significant reductions
in the meat plants as they are less
suitable for the high value UK retail
market.

•Ribs – if light pressure is required with
a flat hand to feel the rib bones this
would indicate fat class 3.

•Loin – over the loin area firm muscle
can be confused with fat. Grip the edge
of the loin between the thumb and
finger and check for a thin layer of fat
over the bones. The bones are easily felt
in under-finished animals.

•Tail head – this is the area most
producers rely on to determine the
correct level of finish. Press the tail
head with the finger tips. A light
covering of fat means the animal is
ready for slaughter. If fat cover is easily
visible over the tail head the animal is
probably over-finished.

It is advisable that producers market
cattle once they reach the correct level
of finish as the feed efficiency of cattle
tends to decline as they get older so
keeping them on farm for longer than
necessary is likely to have a negative
effect on profit margins.

The CAFRE Beef and Sheep Monthly
Management Notes are available at
www.dardni.gov.uk

SELECTING PRIME CATTLE FOR SLAUGHTER 

Table 1: Current In Spec Criteria

Grades E,U,R, 3, 4-, 4= and O+3
Weight 280-380kg

Age Under 30 Months (Steers and Heifers)
Under 16 months (Young Bulls)

FQAS Yes
Country of Origin UK Only
No of Residencies 4 Farms or Less 
Time on last farm 21-90 days
There may be variations from these criteria at different factories and some factories
apply additional criteria
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steers in the prime cattle kill at the
expense of young bulls.
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prime cattle kill in NI compared to 45
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in the proportion of young bulls in the
slaughter mix. In the final quarter of
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scores achieved by the NI steer and
heifer kill year on year the opposite has
been the case for the young bull kill. As
previously mentioned the proportion of
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The proportion of young bull carcases
awarded a U grade declined from 17.9
per cent in the final quarter of 2013 to
14.7 per cent in the 2014 period. The
proportion of R grade young bull
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points over the same period to account
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in the final quarter of 2014. 

The proportion of young bulls achieving
an O or P grade increased from 52.2 per
cent of the young bull kill in the 2013
period to 64 per cent in the 2014
period. This increase in these lower
conformation scores is due to a marked
increase in the proportion of the young 

bull kill sourced from the dairy herd. In 
the 2013 period 62 per cent of the
young bull kill in NI was sourced from
the dairy herd compared to 50 per cent
in the corresponding period in 2013.

The average carcase weights of young
bulls have also recorded a change
between the two periods. Young bulls
sourced from the suckler herd had an
average carcase weight of 357kg in the
final quarter of 2014, an increase of
5kg from the corresponding period in
2013. Meanwhile the average carcase
weight of young bulls sourced from the
dairy herd recorded a 5kg decline to
262kg in the 2014 period.  

For a full breakdown of the
conformation and fat class of the NI
cattle kill in Q4 please visit the Market
Reports section of the LMC website at
www.lmcni.com 
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PRODUCING prime cattle to meet
the market specifications of the
major UK retailers has become

increasingly important in recent times
with these markets providing the best

returns for our high quality NI beef. 

For this reason producers should aim to
present cattle for slaughter within the
desired specifications. Table 1 provides

a guide to the current specification
requirements at present across the
plants. It should be noted that this is
only a guide and that there is variation
across the plants so producers should
consult with the procurement staff of
individual plants before presenting
cattle for slaughter. 

Recent beef management notes from
CAFRE have highlighted the importance
of regularly checking beef cattle
approaching finishing for levels of fat
cover. Particular attention should be
paid to stock from crosses involving the
more traditional breeds such as
Hereford or Angus as these can become
over fat quickly, especially at higher
levels of concentrate feeding.

Producers should be assessing fat

cover at the ribs, loin and tail head on
finishing beef animals and it is
preferable to assess fat cover on the left
hand side of the animal. The aim should
be to slaughter prime cattle at fat class
3 as over finished or under finished
cattle can attract significant reductions
in the meat plants as they are less
suitable for the high value UK retail
market.

•Ribs – if light pressure is required with
a flat hand to feel the rib bones this
would indicate fat class 3.

•Loin – over the loin area firm muscle
can be confused with fat. Grip the edge
of the loin between the thumb and
finger and check for a thin layer of fat
over the bones. The bones are easily felt
in under-finished animals.

•Tail head – this is the area most
producers rely on to determine the
correct level of finish. Press the tail
head with the finger tips. A light
covering of fat means the animal is
ready for slaughter. If fat cover is easily
visible over the tail head the animal is
probably over-finished.

It is advisable that producers market
cattle once they reach the correct level
of finish as the feed efficiency of cattle
tends to decline as they get older so
keeping them on farm for longer than
necessary is likely to have a negative
effect on profit margins.

The CAFRE Beef and Sheep Monthly
Management Notes are available at
www.dardni.gov.uk
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CATTLE TRADE

WEEKLY BEEF & LAMB MARKETS

Notes:        (i) Prices are p/kg Sterling-ROI prices converted at 1 euro=74.83p Stg
(ii) Shading indicates a lower price than the previous week.
(iii) AVG is the average of all grades in the category, not just those listed

SHEEP TRADE Deadweight Sheep Trade 

Deadweight Cattle Trade LAST WEEK'S DEADWEIGHT CATTLE PRICES (UK / ROI)

W/E
31/01/2015

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland Scotland Northern England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England GB

Steers

U3 369.5 312.3 383.1 379.3 380.7 379.6 380.8
R3 366.8 303.3 377.0 370.2 369.4 367.3 371.4
R4 365.0 303.0 378.0 380.1 366.8 368.0 375.1

O3 347.4 290.1 361.4 344.7 339.5 340.4 347.3

AVG 355.7 - 375.7 367.9 357.2 354.1 365.1

Heifers

U3 372.5 323.3 385.2 384.0 384.6 382.0 384.3
R3 366.5 312.9 373.5 372.3 369.4 368.0 371.2
R4 362.9 312.4 377.1 374.4 368.3 367.2 372.7
O3 353.3 299.5 363.1 346.1 339.2 340.6 348.8
AVG 360.8 - 376.5 368.8 364.0 354.6 367.7

Young 
Bulls

U3 365.3 300.6 368.7 358.1 370.2 375.4 366.5
R3 355.3 295.4 360.5 343.3 349.7 357.9 351.4
O3 334.3 282.5 319.5 301.6 324.7 334.3 318.4
AVG 335.8 - 327.5 321.4 338.5 334.0 330.8

Prime Cattle 
Price Reported 5589 - 6131 5577 5116 3784 20608

Cows

O3 247.8 249.0 252.4 244.7 236.9 235.4 243.7
O4 253.2 250.2 253.6 244.0 243.7 238.8 245.9
P2 197.6 224.9 184.2 208.4 186.0 178.2 188.9
P3 222.7 241.7 211.2 224.3 206.6 202.4 211.7

AVG 222.0 - 239.5 228.3 212.3 209.0 223.4

QUOTES from the plants this week for in spec U-3 grade prime cattle
ranged from 354-360p/kg. Some plants have indicated that U-3
base quotes will be in the region of 350-356p/kg on Monday

morning. Quotes for good quality O+3 grade cows ranged from 230-
254p/kg across the plants this week with similar quotes expected for
early next week. 

Prime cattle throughput in NI last week totalled 6,546 head, a reduction
of 776 head from the previous week. This brings prime cattle throughput
for the month of January to 32,302 head. This was an eight per cent
increase on the 29,813 prime cattle slaughtered in January 2014. The
cow kill in NI last week was also lower than the previous week with 1,471
head compared to 1,858 head the previous week. The plants have
reported steady numbers of cattle coming forward for slaughter to meet
demand for beef. 

With quotes for prime cattle coming under pressure last week the
reported prices paid for prime cattle in NI generally declined. The average
steer price in NI last week was 355.7p/kg, down 3.9p/kg from the
previous week while the R3 steer price was back by 2.9p/kg to
366.8p/kg. The average heifer price in NI last week was 360.8p/kg, down
1.8p/kg from the previous week while the R3 heifer price was back by
2.7p/kg to 366.5p/kg. Meanwhile the average young bull price was within
a penny of the previous week at 335.8p/kg with the U3 young bull price
increasing by 3.4p/kg to 365.3p/kg. The young bull kill in NI last week
totalled 504 head and accounted for 8 per cent of the NI prime cattle
kill. 

Average prime cattle deadweight prices in GB last week were similar to
the previous week with the majority of reported prices within a penny of
the previous week. The R3 steer price in GB last week was up marginally
to 371.4p/kg putting the differential with NI at 4.6p/kg. The R3 heifer
price in GB was back by 1p/kg to 371.2p/kg last week with the most
notable decline in the Midlands where it was back by 2.6p/kg to
369.4p/kg. 

The average cow price in GB last week was up by 1.6p/kg to 223.4p/kg
with P3 grade cow price showing the strongest uplift from the previous
week, increasing by 3.8p/kg to 211.7p/kg. In NI last week the P3 cow
price was back by 1.7p/kg to 222.7p/kg, 11p/kg higher than the UK
average price. 

Prime cattle throughput in ROI last week totalled 24,449 head bringing
throughput for the month of January 2015 to 116,379 head, very similar
to the 115,714 killed in January 2014. The trade in ROI continues to
improve in euro terms with R3 steer and heifer prices up by 5c/kg from
the previous week. However with the strengthening of sterling against
euro they were back in sterling terms by 1.5p/kg to 303.3p/kg and
312.9p/kg respectively. 

HOGGET QUOTES

(P/Kg DW) This Week 
02/02/15

Next Week
09/02/15

Hoggets 390-400>22kg 390-400>22kg

QUOTES from the plants for R3 grade hoggets this week ranged from
390-400p/kg with plants continuing to pay up to 22kg. Hogget
throughput in the NI plants last week totalled 5,144 head, the

lowest weekly throughput for the year to date. Exports to ROI for direct
slaughter last week also declined with 5,589 hoggets making the journey
to ROI plants compared to 6,185 head the previous week. The reported
R3 hogget price in the NI plants last week was 405.3p/kg compared to
413.4p/kg the previous week. Prices have also come under pressure in
GB with an average hogget price of 416.4p/kg compared to 424.3p/kg
the previous week. 

This Week’s Marts

THE marts have generally reported smaller shows this week with
several plants indicating that the hoggets presented for sale were
of very mixed quality. A firm demand was reported for good quality

lots across the marts. In Massereene on Monday 824 hoggets sold from
360-382p/kg compared to 1,067 lambs last week selling from 360-
402p/kg. In Saintfield on Tuesday a small entry of 354 hoggets sold from
332-425p/kg compared to 707 hoggets the previous week selling from
340-405p/kg. In Enniskillen on Wednesday 502 hoggets sold from 338-
374p/kg compared to 998 hoggets last week selling from 338-382p/kg.
A firm trade for well fleshed cull ewes has continued with top prices of
over £100 in several of the marts. The top reported ewe price was £123
in Omagh last Saturday.  

REPORTED HOGGET PRICES - P/KG

(P/KG DW) W/E
17/01/15

W/E
24/01/15

W/E
31/01/15

NI Liveweight 367.5 375.3 362.9

NI  Deadweight 387.8 412.6 405.3

ROI Deadweight 379.0 383.2 382.1

GB Deadweight 423.6 424.3 416.4

*Prices exclude AA, HER and Organic cattle 

Contact us: 

Website: www.lmcni.com

Telephone: 028 9263 3000

Fax: 028 9263 3001

FQAS Helpline: 028 9263 3024

Answerphone: 028 9263 3011 

Comments: bulletin@lmcni.com

REPORTED COW PRICES NI - P/KG

w/e
31/01/15

Wgt
<220kg

Wgt 220-
250kg

Wgt 250-
280kg

Wgt
>280kg

P1 139.7 150.7 162.4 166.2

P2 157.6 179.2 196.3 214.3

P3 162.0 194.8 213.9 227.5

O3 - 214.4 227.5 250.5

O4 - - 242.4 253.6

R3 - - 240.0 269.0

NI FACTORY QUOTES FOR CATTLE
(P/KG DW) This Week 

02/02/15
Next Week
09/02/15

Prime
U-3 354 - 360p 350 - 356p
R-3 348 - 354p 344 - 350p
O+3 342 - 348p 338 - 344p
P+3 310 - 316p 306 - 312p

Including bonus where applicable 
Cows
O+3 & better 230-254p 230-254p
Steakers 140-170p 140-170p
Blues 120-130p 120-130p

Cow quotes vary depending on weight and grade. 

Pricing policies vary from plant to plant.  Producers are advised
to check pricing policies before presenting cattle for slaughter.

LATEST LIVEWEIGHT CATTLE MART PRICES NI
1st QUALITY 2nd QUALITY

W/E 31/01/15 From To Avg From To Avg
Finished Cattle (p/kg)
Steers 200 225 208 168 199 183
Friesians - - - - - -
Heifers 202 232 216 165 201 183
Beef Cows 150 205 165 115 149 132
Dairy Cows 105 133 115 65 104 82
Store Cattle (p/kg)
Bullocks up to 400kg 211 234 224 144 210 175
Bullocks 400kg - 500kg 213 234 218 160 212 185
Bullocks over 500kg 210 231 217 170 209 188
Heifers up to 450kg 200 219 208 165 199 182
Heifers over 450kg 200 220 210 170 199 185
Dropped Calves (£/head)
Continental Bulls 315 435 345 200 312 255
Continental Heifers 240 350 295 130 238 185
Friesian Bulls 100 165 130 40 98 70
Holstein Bulls 70 155 110 12 68 40

REPORTED NI CATTLE PRICES - P/KG

W/E 31/01/15 Steers Heifers Young Bulls

U3 369.4 372.4 364.9

R3 366.0 365.8 355.7

O+3 353.7 357.0 341.9

Figure 1: Conformation analysis of price reported heifer kill in NI Q4 2013 and
2014

SELECTING PRIME CATTLE FOR SLAUGHTER 
LATEST SHEEP MARTS

From: 31/01/15 Hoggets (P/KG LW)

To: 06/02/15 No From To Avg

Saturday Omagh 1055 343 372 -

Donemana 690 359 383 -

Swatragh 722 321 400 -

Monday Massereene 824 360 382 -

Kilrea 270 354 377 -

Tuesday Saintfield 354 332 425 425

Rathfriland 402 346 406 356

Wednesday Ballymena 876 340 395 355

Enniskillen 502 338 374 350

Markethill 750 340 390 359

Armoy 480 355 415 -
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CATTLE TRADE

WEEKLY BEEF & LAMB MARKETS

Notes:        (i) Prices are p/kg Sterling-ROI prices converted at 1 euro=74.83p Stg
(ii) Shading indicates a lower price than the previous week.
(iii) AVG is the average of all grades in the category, not just those listed

SHEEP TRADE Deadweight Sheep Trade 

Deadweight Cattle Trade LAST WEEK'S DEADWEIGHT CATTLE PRICES (UK / ROI)

W/E
31/01/2015

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland Scotland Northern England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England GB

Steers

U3 369.5 312.3 383.1 379.3 380.7 379.6 380.8
R3 366.8 303.3 377.0 370.2 369.4 367.3 371.4
R4 365.0 303.0 378.0 380.1 366.8 368.0 375.1

O3 347.4 290.1 361.4 344.7 339.5 340.4 347.3

AVG 355.7 - 375.7 367.9 357.2 354.1 365.1

Heifers

U3 372.5 323.3 385.2 384.0 384.6 382.0 384.3
R3 366.5 312.9 373.5 372.3 369.4 368.0 371.2
R4 362.9 312.4 377.1 374.4 368.3 367.2 372.7
O3 353.3 299.5 363.1 346.1 339.2 340.6 348.8
AVG 360.8 - 376.5 368.8 364.0 354.6 367.7

Young 
Bulls

U3 365.3 300.6 368.7 358.1 370.2 375.4 366.5
R3 355.3 295.4 360.5 343.3 349.7 357.9 351.4
O3 334.3 282.5 319.5 301.6 324.7 334.3 318.4
AVG 335.8 - 327.5 321.4 338.5 334.0 330.8

Prime Cattle 
Price Reported 5589 - 6131 5577 5116 3784 20608

Cows

O3 247.8 249.0 252.4 244.7 236.9 235.4 243.7
O4 253.2 250.2 253.6 244.0 243.7 238.8 245.9
P2 197.6 224.9 184.2 208.4 186.0 178.2 188.9
P3 222.7 241.7 211.2 224.3 206.6 202.4 211.7

AVG 222.0 - 239.5 228.3 212.3 209.0 223.4

QUOTES from the plants this week for in spec U-3 grade prime cattle
ranged from 354-360p/kg. Some plants have indicated that U-3
base quotes will be in the region of 350-356p/kg on Monday

morning. Quotes for good quality O+3 grade cows ranged from 230-
254p/kg across the plants this week with similar quotes expected for
early next week. 

Prime cattle throughput in NI last week totalled 6,546 head, a reduction
of 776 head from the previous week. This brings prime cattle throughput
for the month of January to 32,302 head. This was an eight per cent
increase on the 29,813 prime cattle slaughtered in January 2014. The
cow kill in NI last week was also lower than the previous week with 1,471
head compared to 1,858 head the previous week. The plants have
reported steady numbers of cattle coming forward for slaughter to meet
demand for beef. 

With quotes for prime cattle coming under pressure last week the
reported prices paid for prime cattle in NI generally declined. The average
steer price in NI last week was 355.7p/kg, down 3.9p/kg from the
previous week while the R3 steer price was back by 2.9p/kg to
366.8p/kg. The average heifer price in NI last week was 360.8p/kg, down
1.8p/kg from the previous week while the R3 heifer price was back by
2.7p/kg to 366.5p/kg. Meanwhile the average young bull price was within
a penny of the previous week at 335.8p/kg with the U3 young bull price
increasing by 3.4p/kg to 365.3p/kg. The young bull kill in NI last week
totalled 504 head and accounted for 8 per cent of the NI prime cattle
kill. 

Average prime cattle deadweight prices in GB last week were similar to
the previous week with the majority of reported prices within a penny of
the previous week. The R3 steer price in GB last week was up marginally
to 371.4p/kg putting the differential with NI at 4.6p/kg. The R3 heifer
price in GB was back by 1p/kg to 371.2p/kg last week with the most
notable decline in the Midlands where it was back by 2.6p/kg to
369.4p/kg. 

The average cow price in GB last week was up by 1.6p/kg to 223.4p/kg
with P3 grade cow price showing the strongest uplift from the previous
week, increasing by 3.8p/kg to 211.7p/kg. In NI last week the P3 cow
price was back by 1.7p/kg to 222.7p/kg, 11p/kg higher than the UK
average price. 

Prime cattle throughput in ROI last week totalled 24,449 head bringing
throughput for the month of January 2015 to 116,379 head, very similar
to the 115,714 killed in January 2014. The trade in ROI continues to
improve in euro terms with R3 steer and heifer prices up by 5c/kg from
the previous week. However with the strengthening of sterling against
euro they were back in sterling terms by 1.5p/kg to 303.3p/kg and
312.9p/kg respectively. 

HOGGET QUOTES

(P/Kg DW) This Week 
02/02/15

Next Week
09/02/15

Hoggets 390-400>22kg 390-400>22kg

QUOTES from the plants for R3 grade hoggets this week ranged from
390-400p/kg with plants continuing to pay up to 22kg. Hogget
throughput in the NI plants last week totalled 5,144 head, the

lowest weekly throughput for the year to date. Exports to ROI for direct
slaughter last week also declined with 5,589 hoggets making the journey
to ROI plants compared to 6,185 head the previous week. The reported
R3 hogget price in the NI plants last week was 405.3p/kg compared to
413.4p/kg the previous week. Prices have also come under pressure in
GB with an average hogget price of 416.4p/kg compared to 424.3p/kg
the previous week. 

This Week’s Marts

THE marts have generally reported smaller shows this week with
several plants indicating that the hoggets presented for sale were
of very mixed quality. A firm demand was reported for good quality

lots across the marts. In Massereene on Monday 824 hoggets sold from
360-382p/kg compared to 1,067 lambs last week selling from 360-
402p/kg. In Saintfield on Tuesday a small entry of 354 hoggets sold from
332-425p/kg compared to 707 hoggets the previous week selling from
340-405p/kg. In Enniskillen on Wednesday 502 hoggets sold from 338-
374p/kg compared to 998 hoggets last week selling from 338-382p/kg.
A firm trade for well fleshed cull ewes has continued with top prices of
over £100 in several of the marts. The top reported ewe price was £123
in Omagh last Saturday.  

REPORTED HOGGET PRICES - P/KG

(P/KG DW) W/E
17/01/15

W/E
24/01/15

W/E
31/01/15

NI Liveweight 367.5 375.3 362.9

NI  Deadweight 387.8 412.6 405.3

ROI Deadweight 379.0 383.2 382.1

GB Deadweight 423.6 424.3 416.4

*Prices exclude AA, HER and Organic cattle 
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REPORTED COW PRICES NI - P/KG

w/e
31/01/15

Wgt
<220kg

Wgt 220-
250kg

Wgt 250-
280kg

Wgt
>280kg

P1 139.7 150.7 162.4 166.2

P2 157.6 179.2 196.3 214.3

P3 162.0 194.8 213.9 227.5

O3 - 214.4 227.5 250.5

O4 - - 242.4 253.6

R3 - - 240.0 269.0

NI FACTORY QUOTES FOR CATTLE
(P/KG DW) This Week 

02/02/15
Next Week
09/02/15

Prime
U-3 354 - 360p 350 - 356p
R-3 348 - 354p 344 - 350p
O+3 342 - 348p 338 - 344p
P+3 310 - 316p 306 - 312p

Including bonus where applicable 
Cows
O+3 & better 230-254p 230-254p
Steakers 140-170p 140-170p
Blues 120-130p 120-130p

Cow quotes vary depending on weight and grade. 

Pricing policies vary from plant to plant.  Producers are advised
to check pricing policies before presenting cattle for slaughter.

LATEST LIVEWEIGHT CATTLE MART PRICES NI
1st QUALITY 2nd QUALITY

W/E 31/01/15 From To Avg From To Avg
Finished Cattle (p/kg)
Steers 200 225 208 168 199 183
Friesians - - - - - -
Heifers 202 232 216 165 201 183
Beef Cows 150 205 165 115 149 132
Dairy Cows 105 133 115 65 104 82
Store Cattle (p/kg)
Bullocks up to 400kg 211 234 224 144 210 175
Bullocks 400kg - 500kg 213 234 218 160 212 185
Bullocks over 500kg 210 231 217 170 209 188
Heifers up to 450kg 200 219 208 165 199 182
Heifers over 450kg 200 220 210 170 199 185
Dropped Calves (£/head)
Continental Bulls 315 435 345 200 312 255
Continental Heifers 240 350 295 130 238 185
Friesian Bulls 100 165 130 40 98 70
Holstein Bulls 70 155 110 12 68 40

REPORTED NI CATTLE PRICES - P/KG

W/E 31/01/15 Steers Heifers Young Bulls

U3 369.4 372.4 364.9

R3 366.0 365.8 355.7

O+3 353.7 357.0 341.9

Figure 1: Conformation analysis of price reported heifer kill in NI Q4 2013 and
2014

SELECTING PRIME CATTLE FOR SLAUGHTER 
LATEST SHEEP MARTS

From: 31/01/15 Hoggets (P/KG LW)

To: 06/02/15 No From To Avg

Saturday Omagh 1055 343 372 -

Donemana 690 359 383 -

Swatragh 722 321 400 -

Monday Massereene 824 360 382 -

Kilrea 270 354 377 -

Tuesday Saintfield 354 332 425 425

Rathfriland 402 346 406 356

Wednesday Ballymena 876 340 395 355

Enniskillen 502 338 374 350

Markethill 750 340 390 359

Armoy 480 355 415 -
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