
IN recent months there has been a
firm demand in NI for good quality
store cattle soured from the suckler

herd. As discussed in last week’s
bulletin (Issue 2356) lower levels of calf
registrations in 2012/2013 combined
with reduced levels of imports for
further production have led to a
tightening in store cattle availability in
NI.

However on a more positive note the
level of calf registrations in NI has
shown signs of recovery with beef sired
calf registrations in January 2015 eight
per cent higher than year earlier levels.
This was the ninth consecutive month
in which beef sired calf registrations
were higher than the corresponding
month a year earlier. 

Suckler cow numbers recorded a
decline across all the UK regions in the
June 2014 census with total numbers
back three per cent to 1.57 million
head. Suckler cow numbers in NI
showed the most marked decline of all
the UK regions, down by six per cent to
255,000 head. It remains to be seen if
this trend has continued into 2015, 

Lack of profitability in suckler beef
production has been seen as one driver

behind the reduction in suckler cow
numbers despite the current strong
prices for good quality weanlings. For
profitable suckler production to
continue in NI it is important that
producers get a handle on their costs of
production and the first step towards
achieving this is understanding how
their suckler herd is performing.

NI producers are at a distinct advantage
to the other UK regions in that they have
access to a free benchmarking service
with CAFRE which allows producers to
compare individual farm performance
against the performance of similar
sized enterprises within NI using Key
Performance Indicators (KPI’s). 

Table 1 outlines six KPI’s for a 100 cow
suckler herd that can be calculated
from existing farm records and will allow
producers to monitor suckler herd
performance. These KPI's can be used
to review herd performance against
suitable targets. Having access to this
information can allow producers to
identify areas where improvement is
possible. 

While all of the KPI’s provide useful
information perhaps the most
important in terms of profitability is
producing a calf per cow per year.

Delivering a live viable calf every year is
critical to the success of all suckler
enterprises and having access to the
information provided from KPI’s and the
benchmarking process will allow

producers to make sound business
decisions which will help improve the
future profitability of their suckler
enterprises. 

For further information on
benchmarking your farm business
contact CAFRE Benchmarking on 028
9442 6771.
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UK BEEF PRICES STRONGEST IN EUROPE 

ASSESSING SUCKLER HERD PERFORMANCE 

GB and NI are ranked first and second in the latest
EU deadweight cattle price league table for the
week ending 8 February 2015. The

strengthening in the value of R3 grade heifers in the
UK and NI has been driven by a weakening of the euro
against sterling. The EU cattle price league table
provides a useful summary of developments in
farmgate prices across key EU markets. EU countries
are ranked in terms of their R3 heifer price which
provides an indicator of the trade across the EU.

The R3 heifer price in GB in the week ending 8 February
2015 was the equivalent of 488.5c/kg, up 16.5c/kg
from the 472c/kg paid for R3 grade heifers in the week
ending 11 January 2015. This has widened the
differential between R3 heifer prices in GB and the EU
from 77.2c/kg in the week ending 11 January 2015 to
88.4c/kg in the week ending 8 February 2015. In
monetary terms this is the equivalent of €283 on a
320kg carcase.  

In NI the R3 heifer price was the equivalent of
478.5c/kg in the week ending 8 February 2015, an
increase of 15.4c/kg from the 463c/kg paid for R3
heifers in the week ending 11 January 2015. This puts
it 78.4c/kg higher than the EU average price of
400.1c/kg. This is the equivalent of €251 on a 320kg
carcase.  

In recent weeks deadweight cattle prices in ROI have
been improving steadily in euro terms with an R3 heifer
price of 417.7c/kg in the week ending 8 February 2015.
This is an increase of 17.9c/kg from the four weeks
previous when it was 399.8c/kg. This increase has

moved it up two places in the league table from fifth
position to third position in the week ending 08
February 2015.

The R3 heifer price in ROI in the week ending 8
February was 17.6c/kg higher than the EU average
price or €56 on a 320kg carcase. While the R3 heifer
price in ROI was higher than the EU average price it
remains markedly behind the equivalent prices in NI
and GB. The differential in R3 heifer prices between
ROI and NI was 60.8c/kg in the week ending 8
February 2015 which is the equivalent of €195 on a
320kg carcase. 

The biggest increase in prices was recorded in Sweden
where the R3 heifer price was the equivalent of
405.9c/kg in the week ending 8 February 2015, up
35.5c/kg from the week ending 11 January 2015. This
moved it from eighth position on the league table to
fifth position. Meanwhile in Italy the R3 heifer price in
the week ending 8 February 2015 was 406.1c/kg,
down 24.7c/kg from the week ending 11 January
2015. This six per cent drop in the R3 heifer price
moved it down from third position on the league table
to fourth position. 

The average EU R3 heifer price in the week ending 8
February 2015 was 400.1c/kg, up 5.3c/kg from the
week ending 11 January 2015. The value of euro has
continued to decline against sterling with €1 worth
£0.75 in the week ending 8 February 2015 compared
to €1 worth £0.78 in the week ending 11 January
2015. 

Performance Indicator Definition/ Calculation Example

Calves born alive per 100 cows and
heifers put to the bull

(Number of calves born alive / (Number
of cows and heifers put to the bull)) X 100 (90 / (90 + 10) x 100 = 90

Calves weaned per 100 cows and heifers
put to the bull

(Number of calves weaned / (Number of
cows and heifers put to the bull)) X 100 88 / (90+ 10) x 100 = 88

Calving period- first to last calf (weeks) (Date of last calving -  Date of first
calving) / 7 12/04/14 - 28/06/2014)/ 7 = 11 weeks

Percentage of cows and heifers calving in
first three weeks (%)

(Number of cows and heifers calved in
first three weeks / (Number of cows and
heifers put to the bull)) X 100

(50 / (90 + 10) x 100 = 50%

Percentage of cows with a calving interval
below 370 days (%)

(Number of cows with calving interval
below 370 days / (Number of cows put to
the bull)) X 100

(54 / 90) x 100 = 60%

200 day calf weight per cow and heifer
put to the bull (%)

(Average 200 day weight X Number of
calves weaned) / (Number of cows and
heifers put to the bull)

(300 x 88) / (90 +10) = 264kg

Table 1: Selected Key Performance Indicators (KPI’s) for a 100 cow suckler herd (Source EBLEX)

EU Deadweight Cattle Prices - Heifers R3 Equivalent (€ Cents)

Position last
Mth

Position this
Mth Country Price last Mth

(w/e 11.01.15)
Price this Mth

(w/e 08.02.15)
Change on
Mth (cents)

1 1 Great Britain 472.0 488.5 +16.5

2 2 Northern Ireland 463.0 478.5 +15.4

5 3 Ireland 399.8 417.7 +17.9

3 4 Italy 430.8 406.1 -24.7

8 5 Sweden 370.5 405.9 +35.5

4 6 France 403.0 399.0 -4.0

7 7 Spain 393.8 398.3 +4.5

6 8 Luxembourg 397.7 392.4 -5.3

9 9 Germany 365.5 374.7 +9.2

10 10 Austria 357.3 358.8 +1.6

11 11 Denmark 352.8 346.6 -6.2

12 12 Slovenia 344.5 343.0 -1.5

13 13 Belgium 328.5 329.0 +0.5

14 14 Poland 299.9 312.5 +12.6

15 15 Lithuania 264.7 266.8 +2.2

16 16 Czech Republic 256.6 254.9 -1.7

EU Average 394.8 400.1 +5.3

Euro (€1=) 78.20 75.07 -3.1

Official prices reported to the EC Dressing Specification
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CATTLE TRADE

WEEKLY BEEF & LAMB MARKETS

Notes:        (i) Prices are p/kg Sterling-ROI prices converted at 1 euro=74.02p Stg
(ii) Shading indicates a lower price than the previous week.
(iii) AVG is the average of all grades in the category, not just those listed

SHEEP TRADE Deadweight Sheep Trade 

Deadweight Cattle Trade LAST WEEK'S DEADWEIGHT CATTLE PRICES (UK / ROI)

W/E
14/02/2015

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland Scotland Northern 

England
Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England GB

Steers

U3 362.8 311.7 379.8 373.9 375.1 375.6 376.2
R3 360.4 302.8 372.2 363.6 366.4 360.6 366.2
R4 357.2 302.6 374.7 375.4 363.1 360.4 370.4

O3 343.2 288.5 354.9 337.9 336.8 335.7 342.0

AVG 350.0 - 372.9 364.8 353.4 349.4 361.5

Heifers

U3 366.4 323.8 381.1 378.7 377.3 381.0 379.5
R3 358.9 312.5 373.1 367.2 367.2 359.7 367.6
R4 356.1 312.2 374.2 369.1 364.9 363.0 368.8
O3 343.3 300.4 354.8 343.1 338.3 338.4 344.7
AVG 352.5 - 373.0 364.6 358.0 351.0 363.4

Young 
Bulls

U3 347.5 301.4 376.2 347.5 369.8 352.8 357.8
R3 345.2 295.9 356.0 333.2 355.3 353.9 346.2
O3 319.0 283.8 321.8 305.0 323.7 321.7 315.8
AVG 325.2 - 330.9 314.0 331.1 323.5 323.9

Prime Cattle 
Price Reported 5608 - 6180 5624 5142 3628 20574

Cows

O3 247.5 250.2 257.3 252.2 241.0 234.1 248.4
O4 254.3 252.0 256.2 252.1 248.3 239.5 249.8
P2 203.1 223.7 186.1 213.7 190.2 179.9 192.7
P3 225.7 243.9 218.1 235.3 204.3 208.7 217.2

AVG 225.3 - 241.1 233.6 216.1 209.1 226.7

QUOTES from the plants for U-3 grade prime cattle ranged from 352-
356p/kg in NI plants this week with the majority of processors
quoting 354-356p/kg. Similar quotes for prime cattle are expected

for early next week. Quotes for good quality O+3 grade cows ranged from
230-255p/kg across the plants with the majority of plants quoting around
250p/kg.

The processors are reporting steady supplies of all types of cattle to meet
demand with 6,526 prime cattle slaughtered in NI plants last week. Cow
throughput in the NI plants last week was down by 120 head from the
previous week to 1,579 head. This brings throughput for the year to date
to 11,239 head compared to 11,130 during the same period in 2014.
While total cow throughput has been unchanged year on year there has
been a notable increase in the proportion of dairy origin cows in the
slaughter mix. During 2015 to date 65 per cent of the cow kill were of
dairy origin compared to 49 per cent in the corresponding period in 2014. 

Prime cattle imports from ROI for direct slaughter in NI plants last week
totalled 431 head, accounting for seven per cent of total prime cattle
throughput. A total of 52 cows were also imported from ROI for direct
slaughter in NI last week. Meanwhile 56 prime cattle and 267 cows were
exported from NI for direct slaughter in ROI plants. Exports from NI to GB
last week consisted of 96 prime cattle and 23 cows while 27 cows were
imported from the UK for slaughter in NI plants. 

Deadweight prices for prime cattle last week generally declined with the
average steer price back by 2.4p/kg to 350p/kg while the R3 steer price
was back by 1.6p/kg to 360.4p/kg. This was the third consecutive week
in which the R3 steer price recorded a decline. In the corresponding week
last year the R3 steer price in NI was 353.7p/kg. The average heifer price
in NI last week was 352.5p/kg, down 3.1p/kg from the previous week
while the R3 heifer price was back by 2.3p/kg to 358.9p/kg. This brings
R3 heifer prices back to mid December 2014 levels. The average young
bull price in NI last week was 325.2p/kg, back 2.8p/kg from the previous
week. Young bulls accounted for 10 per cent of the prime kill in NI last
week compared to 16 per cent in the corresponding week last year. 

The average steer price in GB last week was 361.5p/kg, back by half a
penny from the previous week while the R3 steer price was back by
1.7p/kg to 366.2p/kg. R3 steer prices were back by 2-3p/kg across all
the GB regions with the exception of the Midlands where it increased by
2.3p/kg to 366.4p/kg. A similar trend was observed in R3 heifer prices
in GB. The average R3 heifer price was back by 1.2p/kg to 367.6p/kg
with declines in all the regions with the exception of the Midlands where
it increased by 2.4p/kg to 367.2p/kg. 

Deadweight prices in ROI increased in euro terms last week but a further
weakening of the euro meant prices were back in sterling terms. The R3
steer price was back by 3.3p/kg to 302.8p/kg last week while the R3
heifer price was back by 2.9p/kg to 312.5p/kg. 

HOGGET QUOTES

(P/Kg DW) This Week 
16/02/15

Next Week 
23/02/15

Hoggets 390-395>22kg 395>22kg

QUOTES from the plants this week for R3 grade hoggets were
395p/kg up to 22kg with similar quotes expected for early next
week. Throughput in the NI plants last week totalled 5,702 head

last week, up 703 head from the previous week while exports to ROI last
week for direct slaughter increased by a similar margin to 6,684 head.
Meanwhile 88 sheep were imported from ROI for direct slaughter in NI
plants last week with a further 125 imported from GB. The deadweight
hogget price in NI last week was back by 3p/kg to 393.9p/kg. In the
corresponding week last year it was 387.3p/kg. Meanwhile in ROI last
week the price was back the equivalent of 4.9p/kg to 377.8p/kg. 

This Week’s Marts

Asteady trade has been reported across the marts this week. In
Saintfield on Tuesday 511 hoggets sold from 344-389p/kg
compared to 603 hoggets last week selling from 350-400p/kg. In

Rathfriland on Tuesday a good entry of 1,053 hoggets sold to an average
of 355p/kg compared to 650 last week selling to an average of 359p/kg.
In Enniskillen this week a slightly firmer trade saw 698 hoggets selling
from 339-374p/kg (avg 355p/kg) compared to 694 hoggets last week
selling from 337-372p/kg (avg 345p/kg) last week. In Armoy this week
724 hoggets sold from 350-410p/kg with reports indicating a lot of lighter
lambs passing through the sale ring. The cull ewe trade remains firm with
top prices of over £110 in many of the marts for well fleshed ewes.

REPORTED HOGGET PRICES - P/KG

(P/KG DW) W/E
31/01/15

W/E
07/02/15

W/E
14/02/15

NI Liveweight 362.9 358.9 358.9

NI  Deadweight 405.3 396.9 393.9

ROI Deadweight 382.1 382.7 377.8

GB Deadweight 416.4 411.2 424.4

*Prices exclude AA, HER and Organic cattle 

Contact us: 

Website: www.lmcni.com

Telephone: 028 9263 3000

Fax: 028 9263 3001

FQAS Helpline: 028 9263 3024

Answerphone: 028 9263 3011 

Comments: bulletin@lmcni.com

REPORTED COW PRICES NI - P/KG

w/e
14/02/15

Wgt
<220kg

Wgt 220-
250kg

Wgt 250-
280kg

Wgt
>280kg

P1 139.2 150.9 159.8 157.9

P2 151.6 181.0 201.8 216.6

P3 155.7 207.1 221.1 230.6

O3 180.0 212.1 246.7 248.7

O4 - 232.0 244.8 254.8

R3 - - - 272.8

NI FACTORY QUOTES FOR CATTLE

(P/KG DW) This Week 
16/02/15

Next Week
23/02/15

Prime
U-3 350 - 354p 352 - 356p
R-3 344 - 348p 346 - 350p
O+3 338 - 342p 340 - 344p
P+3 310 - 316p 312 - 316p

Including bonus where applicable 
Cows

O+3 & better 230-255p 230-255p
Steakers 140-170p 140-170p

Blues 120-130p 120-130p

Cow quotes vary depending on weight and grade. 

Pricing policies vary from plant to plant.  Producers are advised
to check pricing policies before presenting cattle for slaughter.

LATEST LIVEWEIGHT CATTLE MART PRICES NI
1st QUALITY 2nd QUALITY

W/E 14/02/15 From To Avg From To Avg
Finished Cattle (p/kg)
Steers 204 234 212 165 200 182
Friesians - - - - - -
Heifers 200 224 211 160 199 178
Beef Cows 143 195 157 115 142 130
Dairy Cows 107 134 114 60 106 83
Store Cattle (p/kg)
Bullocks up to 400kg 215 250 235 171 204 190
Bullocks 400kg - 500kg 208 241 220 175 205 190
Bullocks over 500kg 211 234 220 170 210 190
Heifers up to 450kg 200 223 210 160 199 183
Heifers over 450kg 200 222 210 160 199 183
Dropped Calves (£/head)
Continental Bulls 300 400 350 200 298 250
Continental Heifers 250 355 300 125 245 185
Friesian Bulls 75 150 112 40 72 52
Holstein Bulls 55 135 100 1 52 30

REPORTED NI CATTLE PRICES - P/KG

W/E 14/02/15 Steers Heifers Young Bulls

U3 362.4 366.0 347.5

R3 360.9 361.1 347.8

O+3 350.9 347.0 319.5

LATEST SHEEP MARTS

From: 14/02/15 Hoggets (P/KG LW)

To: 20/02/15 No From To Avg

Saturday Omagh 762 324 363 -

Swatragh 830 330 400 -

Monday Massereene 926 350 380 -

Kilrea 425 358 390 -

Tuesday Saintfield 511 344 389 -

Rathfriland 1053 340 380 355

Wednesday Ballymena 1288 335 391 352

Enniskillen 698 339 374 355

Markethill 990 340 380 354

Armoy 724 350 410 370

Table 1: Selected Key Performance Indicators (KPI’s) for a 100 cow suckler herd (Source EBLEX)
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W/E
14/02/2015

Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland Scotland Northern 

England
Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England GB

Steers

U3 362.8 311.7 379.8 373.9 375.1 375.6 376.2
R3 360.4 302.8 372.2 363.6 366.4 360.6 366.2
R4 357.2 302.6 374.7 375.4 363.1 360.4 370.4

O3 343.2 288.5 354.9 337.9 336.8 335.7 342.0

AVG 350.0 - 372.9 364.8 353.4 349.4 361.5

Heifers

U3 366.4 323.8 381.1 378.7 377.3 381.0 379.5
R3 358.9 312.5 373.1 367.2 367.2 359.7 367.6
R4 356.1 312.2 374.2 369.1 364.9 363.0 368.8
O3 343.3 300.4 354.8 343.1 338.3 338.4 344.7
AVG 352.5 - 373.0 364.6 358.0 351.0 363.4

Young 
Bulls

U3 347.5 301.4 376.2 347.5 369.8 352.8 357.8
R3 345.2 295.9 356.0 333.2 355.3 353.9 346.2
O3 319.0 283.8 321.8 305.0 323.7 321.7 315.8
AVG 325.2 - 330.9 314.0 331.1 323.5 323.9

Prime Cattle 
Price Reported 5608 - 6180 5624 5142 3628 20574

Cows

O3 247.5 250.2 257.3 252.2 241.0 234.1 248.4
O4 254.3 252.0 256.2 252.1 248.3 239.5 249.8
P2 203.1 223.7 186.1 213.7 190.2 179.9 192.7
P3 225.7 243.9 218.1 235.3 204.3 208.7 217.2

AVG 225.3 - 241.1 233.6 216.1 209.1 226.7

QUOTES from the plants for U-3 grade prime cattle ranged from 352-
356p/kg in NI plants this week with the majority of processors
quoting 354-356p/kg. Similar quotes for prime cattle are expected

for early next week. Quotes for good quality O+3 grade cows ranged from
230-255p/kg across the plants with the majority of plants quoting around
250p/kg.

The processors are reporting steady supplies of all types of cattle to meet
demand with 6,526 prime cattle slaughtered in NI plants last week. Cow
throughput in the NI plants last week was down by 120 head from the
previous week to 1,579 head. This brings throughput for the year to date
to 11,239 head compared to 11,130 during the same period in 2014.
While total cow throughput has been unchanged year on year there has
been a notable increase in the proportion of dairy origin cows in the
slaughter mix. During 2015 to date 65 per cent of the cow kill were of
dairy origin compared to 49 per cent in the corresponding period in 2014. 

Prime cattle imports from ROI for direct slaughter in NI plants last week
totalled 431 head, accounting for seven per cent of total prime cattle
throughput. A total of 52 cows were also imported from ROI for direct
slaughter in NI last week. Meanwhile 56 prime cattle and 267 cows were
exported from NI for direct slaughter in ROI plants. Exports from NI to GB
last week consisted of 96 prime cattle and 23 cows while 27 cows were
imported from the UK for slaughter in NI plants. 

Deadweight prices for prime cattle last week generally declined with the
average steer price back by 2.4p/kg to 350p/kg while the R3 steer price
was back by 1.6p/kg to 360.4p/kg. This was the third consecutive week
in which the R3 steer price recorded a decline. In the corresponding week
last year the R3 steer price in NI was 353.7p/kg. The average heifer price
in NI last week was 352.5p/kg, down 3.1p/kg from the previous week
while the R3 heifer price was back by 2.3p/kg to 358.9p/kg. This brings
R3 heifer prices back to mid December 2014 levels. The average young
bull price in NI last week was 325.2p/kg, back 2.8p/kg from the previous
week. Young bulls accounted for 10 per cent of the prime kill in NI last
week compared to 16 per cent in the corresponding week last year. 

The average steer price in GB last week was 361.5p/kg, back by half a
penny from the previous week while the R3 steer price was back by
1.7p/kg to 366.2p/kg. R3 steer prices were back by 2-3p/kg across all
the GB regions with the exception of the Midlands where it increased by
2.3p/kg to 366.4p/kg. A similar trend was observed in R3 heifer prices
in GB. The average R3 heifer price was back by 1.2p/kg to 367.6p/kg
with declines in all the regions with the exception of the Midlands where
it increased by 2.4p/kg to 367.2p/kg. 

Deadweight prices in ROI increased in euro terms last week but a further
weakening of the euro meant prices were back in sterling terms. The R3
steer price was back by 3.3p/kg to 302.8p/kg last week while the R3
heifer price was back by 2.9p/kg to 312.5p/kg. 

HOGGET QUOTES

(P/Kg DW) This Week 
16/02/15

Next Week 
23/02/15

Hoggets 390-395>22kg 395>22kg

QUOTES from the plants this week for R3 grade hoggets were
395p/kg up to 22kg with similar quotes expected for early next
week. Throughput in the NI plants last week totalled 5,702 head

last week, up 703 head from the previous week while exports to ROI last
week for direct slaughter increased by a similar margin to 6,684 head.
Meanwhile 88 sheep were imported from ROI for direct slaughter in NI
plants last week with a further 125 imported from GB. The deadweight
hogget price in NI last week was back by 3p/kg to 393.9p/kg. In the
corresponding week last year it was 387.3p/kg. Meanwhile in ROI last
week the price was back the equivalent of 4.9p/kg to 377.8p/kg. 

This Week’s Marts

Asteady trade has been reported across the marts this week. In
Saintfield on Tuesday 511 hoggets sold from 344-389p/kg
compared to 603 hoggets last week selling from 350-400p/kg. In

Rathfriland on Tuesday a good entry of 1,053 hoggets sold to an average
of 355p/kg compared to 650 last week selling to an average of 359p/kg.
In Enniskillen this week a slightly firmer trade saw 698 hoggets selling
from 339-374p/kg (avg 355p/kg) compared to 694 hoggets last week
selling from 337-372p/kg (avg 345p/kg) last week. In Armoy this week
724 hoggets sold from 350-410p/kg with reports indicating a lot of lighter
lambs passing through the sale ring. The cull ewe trade remains firm with
top prices of over £110 in many of the marts for well fleshed ewes.

REPORTED HOGGET PRICES - P/KG

(P/KG DW) W/E
31/01/15

W/E
07/02/15

W/E
14/02/15

NI Liveweight 362.9 358.9 358.9

NI  Deadweight 405.3 396.9 393.9

ROI Deadweight 382.1 382.7 377.8

GB Deadweight 416.4 411.2 424.4

*Prices exclude AA, HER and Organic cattle 

Contact us: 

Website: www.lmcni.com

Telephone: 028 9263 3000

Fax: 028 9263 3001

FQAS Helpline: 028 9263 3024

Answerphone: 028 9263 3011 

Comments: bulletin@lmcni.com

REPORTED COW PRICES NI - P/KG

w/e
14/02/15

Wgt
<220kg

Wgt 220-
250kg

Wgt 250-
280kg

Wgt
>280kg

P1 139.2 150.9 159.8 157.9

P2 151.6 181.0 201.8 216.6

P3 155.7 207.1 221.1 230.6

O3 180.0 212.1 246.7 248.7

O4 - 232.0 244.8 254.8

R3 - - - 272.8

NI FACTORY QUOTES FOR CATTLE

(P/KG DW) This Week 
16/02/15

Next Week
23/02/15

Prime
U-3 350 - 354p 352 - 356p
R-3 344 - 348p 346 - 350p
O+3 338 - 342p 340 - 344p
P+3 310 - 316p 312 - 316p

Including bonus where applicable 
Cows

O+3 & better 230-255p 230-255p
Steakers 140-170p 140-170p

Blues 120-130p 120-130p

Cow quotes vary depending on weight and grade. 

Pricing policies vary from plant to plant.  Producers are advised
to check pricing policies before presenting cattle for slaughter.

LATEST LIVEWEIGHT CATTLE MART PRICES NI
1st QUALITY 2nd QUALITY

W/E 14/02/15 From To Avg From To Avg
Finished Cattle (p/kg)
Steers 204 234 212 165 200 182
Friesians - - - - - -
Heifers 200 224 211 160 199 178
Beef Cows 143 195 157 115 142 130
Dairy Cows 107 134 114 60 106 83
Store Cattle (p/kg)
Bullocks up to 400kg 215 250 235 171 204 190
Bullocks 400kg - 500kg 208 241 220 175 205 190
Bullocks over 500kg 211 234 220 170 210 190
Heifers up to 450kg 200 223 210 160 199 183
Heifers over 450kg 200 222 210 160 199 183
Dropped Calves (£/head)
Continental Bulls 300 400 350 200 298 250
Continental Heifers 250 355 300 125 245 185
Friesian Bulls 75 150 112 40 72 52
Holstein Bulls 55 135 100 1 52 30

REPORTED NI CATTLE PRICES - P/KG

W/E 14/02/15 Steers Heifers Young Bulls

U3 362.4 366.0 347.5

R3 360.9 361.1 347.8

O+3 350.9 347.0 319.5

LATEST SHEEP MARTS

From: 14/02/15 Hoggets (P/KG LW)

To: 20/02/15 No From To Avg

Saturday Omagh 762 324 363 -

Swatragh 830 330 400 -

Monday Massereene 926 350 380 -

Kilrea 425 358 390 -

Tuesday Saintfield 511 344 389 -

Rathfriland 1053 340 380 355

Wednesday Ballymena 1288 335 391 352

Enniskillen 698 339 374 355

Markethill 990 340 380 354

Armoy 724 350 410 370

Table 1: Selected Key Performance Indicators (KPI’s) for a 100 cow suckler herd (Source EBLEX)
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