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IN SPEC CATTLE PRODUCTION REPORT
THE latest monthly review of the NI

slaughter mix has indicted that
many NI cattle finishers are

presenting cattle outside specification
at point of slaughter. This is despite the
introduction of the 8p/kg bonus by the
plants for in spec steers and heifers
back in 2011 in an attempt to
encourage a more uniform slaughter
mix. The current specification for the
8p/kg bonus is outlined in Table 1. 

The difficult weather conditions
experienced during 2012 created a
number of production challenges for
beef farmers. The poor grass growth
recorded for much of the summer had
a negative effect on animal
performance and also resulted in
poorer quality silage being produced to
carry stock through the winter months. 

These issues alongside the increasing
cost of cereals, and the reduced quality
of these cereals, may have had some
role to play in the difficulties producers
have had in getting cattle within the
desired specification at point of
slaughter this spring. During March
2013 just 34.7 per cent of price
reported steers and heifers slaughtered
fulfilled all of the criteria for the in spec
bonus.

AAggee ssppeecciiffiiccaattiioonn
The current specification on age for
steers and heifers is under 30 months
across the plants. While the largest
majority of steers and heifers are
slaughtered under 30 months of age in
NI there has however been a decline
year on year. During March 2013 85
per cent of steers and heifers
slaughtered were under the age limit
compared to 89 per cent in March
2012. 

Young bulls make up an important part

of the NI prime kill and accounted for
19.4 per cent of the total prime kill
during March 2013. The current age
specification for young bulls from the
plants is under 16 months of age but
during March 2013 only 39 per cent of
the young bull kill met this criterion. 

It is however an improvement on March
2012 when 35 per cent of the young
bull kill were under 16 months. A
further 52 per cent of the young bulls
slaughtered during March 2013 were
within the 16-24 month age bracket
compared to 54 per cent in March
2012.

PPeennaallttiieess ffoorr AAggee
The plants currently have in place a
10p/kg penalty for steers and heifers
over 30 months of age and in theory
these overage stock would also miss
out on the 8p/kg bonus which would
take the total penalty to 18p/kg. The
actual differential between over and
under 30 month R3 grade steers and
heifers, that were otherwise in spec,
during March 2013 was about 10p/kg.. 

Meanwhile the price penalty quoted by
the plants for young bulls which are
over 16 months is 10p/kg. This was
reflected in the slaughter report as the
actual difference in the price paid for
R3 grade over and under 16 month
young bulls for the month of March was
10p/kg. 

CCaarrccaassee wweeiigghhttss
As outlined in Table 1 the preferred
carcase weight range for steers and
heifers is 280-380kg. Table 2 outlines
the proportion of the steer and heifer
kill in March 2012 and March 2013
that falls within a range of weight
categories, including this desired range. 

In March 2013 65.2 per cent of steers

and heifers slaughtered fell within the
desired 280-380kg, an increase from
the 63.6 per cent in March 2012. The
number of steer and heifer carcases in
the 380-420 weight range declined by
2.6 percentage points to account for
13.4 per cent of the kill in March 2013.

Meanwhile the proportion of carcases
in the 420kg+ weight range declined by
1.9 percentage points to account for
5.7 per cent of the steer and heifer kill
during March 2013. The proportion of
carcases less than 280kg during March
2013 accounted for 15.7 per cent of
the kill, up from 12.8 per cent of
carcases in March 2012.

PPeennaallttiieess ffoorr wweeiigghhtt
At present there are penalties in place
across the plants for cattle with carcase
weights outside the required
specification but how strictly these are
applied is closely linked to the supply of
cattle and the particular specifications
a plant is meeting. 

For example an analysis of the latest
slaughter mix report indicates that R3
grade steer and heifer carcases in the
420kg+ weight range were paid on
average 12.3p/kg less than animals
within the 280-380kg weight range
during March 2013. If penalties were
being fully applied these animals would
have been paid at 18p/kg less. 

Meanwhile carcases within the 260-
280kg weight range are outside the
current specification for the 8p/kg
bonus and the price paid should
therefore be around 8p/kg behind the
in spec price. However premiums paid
for lighter carcases to fulfill particular
orders in some plants, e.g. for Aberdeen
Angus cattle, resulted in the average 
price paid for R3 grade 260-280kg
carcases being 1.4p/kg higher than the 

price paid for R3 carcases within the 
280-380kg weight range. 

GGrraaddee ssppeecciiffiiccaattiioonnss
An analysis of price reporting has
indicated that 77.5 per cent of steers
and heifers slaughtered during March
2013 fulfilled the conformation
specification for the in spec bonus. In
addition to this 79.0 per cent of the
steers and heifers slaughtered were
within the desired range for fat cover.

However only 58.3 per cent of steers
and heifers slaughtered fulfilled the
requirements for both conformation
and fat class. This indicates that some
producers may be experiencing
difficulty in getting animals to meet the
specification for both. While this may be
a knock on effect of the difficult
production conditions over the last
twelve months producers should
ensure that they make full use of the
advice services available to them eg
CAFRE advisors.

AApppplliiccaattiioonn ooff pprriicciinngg ssttrruuccttuurree 
If processors want producers to  supply
cattle within a required specification it
is important that they give producers 
the appropriate market signals to 

encourage them to do so. In theory this
could be achieved through a tighter
application of the existing bonus and
penalty system but this is difficult to
implement due to issues around supply
and demand. 

While this analysis of the slaughter mix
is very useful in identifying to what
degree producers are meeting the
required specifications it is important
to remember that there are potential
markets for cattle outside this
specification. Some producers have
also indicated that the type of cattle
they need to produce to leave a margin
at farm level are not necessarily within
the desired specification of the
processor. 

The quotes from the plants for prime
cattle, the pricing grid and the
associated penalties and bonuses are a
guide to potential returns for cattle
which is subject to negotiation. The
prices actually paid to producers are
generally driven by factors around
supply and demand and is also
influenced by the strength of the
relationship between the producer and
the processor.

Bonus Specification Criteria
Steers and Heifers Only

Grades attracting bonus E,U,R, 3, 4-, 4= and O+3
Weight 280-380kg
Age Under 30 Months
FQAS Yes
Country of Origin UK Only
There may be variations from these criteria at different factories and some factories
apply additional criteria

TTaabbllee 11:: SSppeecciiffiiccaattiioonn ffoorr 88pp//kkgg bboonnuuss oonn sstteeeerrss aanndd hheeiiffeerrss

Under 260kg 260-280kg 280-380kg 380-420kg 420kg+
Mar-12 5.5% 7.3% 63.6% 16.0% 7.6%
Mar-13 6.6% 9.1% 65.2% 13.4% 5.7%

TTaabbllee 22:: PPrrooppoorrttiioonn ooff sstteeeerr aanndd hheeiiffeerr ccaarrccaasseess wwiitthhiinn wweeiigghhtt bbaannddss MMaarrcchh 22001133

TTaabbllee 33:: EEUU DDeeaaddwweeiigghhtt CCaattttllee PPrriicceess -- HHeeiiffeerrss RR33 EEqquuiivvaalleenntt ((€€ CCeennttss))
PPoossiittiioonn
llaasstt MMtthh

PPoossiittiioonn
tthhiiss MMtthh CCoouunnttrryy PPrriiccee llaasstt MMtthh

((ww//ee 1100..0033..1133))
PPrriiccee tthhiiss MMtthh

((ww//ee 0077..0044..1133))
CChhaannggee oonn
MMtthh ((cceennttss))

33 11 GGrreeaatt BBrriittaaiinn 443377..11 445566..88 ++1199..77
1 2 Sweden 443.2 449.2 +6.0
2 3 France 439.0 445.0 +6.0
4 3 Greece 430.5 445.0 +14.5
66 55 IIrreellaanndd 442277..00 444444..55 ++1177..66
77 66 NNoorrtthheerrnn IIrreellaanndd 442222..11 444411..66 ++1199..55
5 7 Italy 427.9 427.8 -0.1
8 8 Spain 413.5 409.5 -4.0
9 9 Luxembourg 408.1 402.0 -6.1

10 10 Germany 393.7 389.6 -4.1
11 11 Denmark 377.4 388.2 +10.8
12 12 Austria 366.9 365.1 -1.9
13 13 Belgium 352.0 354.0 +2.0
14 14 Slovenia 324.9 332.6 +7.7
15 15 Poland 310.6 311.4 +0.8
16 16 Czech Republic 292.7 290.2 -2.5
17 17 Lithuania 283.6 264.9 -18.7

EU Average 414.6 418.3 +3.7
Euro/Sterling exchange rate 86.5 84.8

OOffffiicciiaall pprriicceess rreeppoorrtteedd ttoo tthhee EECC DDrreessssiinngg SSppeecciiffiiccaattiioonn

THE EU Deadweight Cattle prices
league table ranks 17 EU
countries in terms of the farmgate

price paid for R3 grade heifers. It
provides a useful comparison on where
NI, GB and ROI finished prices are on
the EU wide market.

Table 3 outlines the prices paid for R3
grade heifers in the week ending 10
March 2013 and the week ending 7
April 2013. During this period the EU
average price for R3 grading heifers
increased by 3.7c/kg to 418.3c/kg. 

With an equivalent R3 heifer price of
456.8c/kg in the week ending the 7
April GB has regained top spot on the
EU prices league table. The GB R3
heifer price was 38.5p/kg above the EU
average price for the week in question. 

A strong increase was recorded in GB
prices in euro terms (+19.7c/kg)
despite a fall in the value of sterling
against euro from £1= 86.5c in the
week ending 10 March to £1= 84.8c in
the week ending the 07 April. 

A similar increase can be observed in
the NI R3 heifer price, up by 19.5c/kg to
441.6p/kg in the week ending 7 April.
This was 23.3c/kg above the EU
average and moved it up one position
on the league table to sixth place.  

In the week ending 7 April the R3 heifer
price in ROI was 444.5c/kg. This was
up 17.6c/kg on the week ending the 10
March when the R3 heifer price was
427c/kg. This moved it up one position
on the league table from sixth position
to fifth. 

The R3 heifer price in Greece in the
week ending 7 April was up 14.5c/kg to
445c/kg and moved it up from fourth
position into joint third on the league
table. Meanwhile in France the R3
heifer price was also 445c/kg, up 6c/kg
on the previous month. In Sweden the
R3 heifer price increased by 6c/kg to
449.2c/kg.

FQAS LIAISON OFFICER
MART CLINICS TIMETABLE 

Saintfield Weds 24/04/13

Enniskillen Thurs 25/04/13

GB REGAINS TOP SPOT IN EU LEAGUE TABLE
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IN SPEC CATTLE PRODUCTION REPORT
THE latest monthly review of the NI

slaughter mix has indicted that
many NI cattle finishers are

presenting cattle outside specification
at point of slaughter. This is despite the
introduction of the 8p/kg bonus by the
plants for in spec steers and heifers
back in 2011 in an attempt to
encourage a more uniform slaughter
mix. The current specification for the
8p/kg bonus is outlined in Table 1. 

The difficult weather conditions
experienced during 2012 created a
number of production challenges for
beef farmers. The poor grass growth
recorded for much of the summer had
a negative effect on animal
performance and also resulted in
poorer quality silage being produced to
carry stock through the winter months. 

These issues alongside the increasing
cost of cereals, and the reduced quality
of these cereals, may have had some
role to play in the difficulties producers
have had in getting cattle within the
desired specification at point of
slaughter this spring. During March
2013 just 34.7 per cent of price
reported steers and heifers slaughtered
fulfilled all of the criteria for the in spec
bonus.

AAggee ssppeecciiffiiccaattiioonn
The current specification on age for
steers and heifers is under 30 months
across the plants. While the largest
majority of steers and heifers are
slaughtered under 30 months of age in
NI there has however been a decline
year on year. During March 2013 85
per cent of steers and heifers
slaughtered were under the age limit
compared to 89 per cent in March
2012. 

Young bulls make up an important part

of the NI prime kill and accounted for
19.4 per cent of the total prime kill
during March 2013. The current age
specification for young bulls from the
plants is under 16 months of age but
during March 2013 only 39 per cent of
the young bull kill met this criterion. 

It is however an improvement on March
2012 when 35 per cent of the young
bull kill were under 16 months. A
further 52 per cent of the young bulls
slaughtered during March 2013 were
within the 16-24 month age bracket
compared to 54 per cent in March
2012.

PPeennaallttiieess ffoorr AAggee
The plants currently have in place a
10p/kg penalty for steers and heifers
over 30 months of age and in theory
these overage stock would also miss
out on the 8p/kg bonus which would
take the total penalty to 18p/kg. The
actual differential between over and
under 30 month R3 grade steers and
heifers, that were otherwise in spec,
during March 2013 was about 10p/kg.. 

Meanwhile the price penalty quoted by
the plants for young bulls which are
over 16 months is 10p/kg. This was
reflected in the slaughter report as the
actual difference in the price paid for
R3 grade over and under 16 month
young bulls for the month of March was
10p/kg. 

CCaarrccaassee wweeiigghhttss
As outlined in Table 1 the preferred
carcase weight range for steers and
heifers is 280-380kg. Table 2 outlines
the proportion of the steer and heifer
kill in March 2012 and March 2013
that falls within a range of weight
categories, including this desired range. 

In March 2013 65.2 per cent of steers

and heifers slaughtered fell within the
desired 280-380kg, an increase from
the 63.6 per cent in March 2012. The
number of steer and heifer carcases in
the 380-420 weight range declined by
2.6 percentage points to account for
13.4 per cent of the kill in March 2013.

Meanwhile the proportion of carcases
in the 420kg+ weight range declined by
1.9 percentage points to account for
5.7 per cent of the steer and heifer kill
during March 2013. The proportion of
carcases less than 280kg during March
2013 accounted for 15.7 per cent of
the kill, up from 12.8 per cent of
carcases in March 2012.

PPeennaallttiieess ffoorr wweeiigghhtt
At present there are penalties in place
across the plants for cattle with carcase
weights outside the required
specification but how strictly these are
applied is closely linked to the supply of
cattle and the particular specifications
a plant is meeting. 

For example an analysis of the latest
slaughter mix report indicates that R3
grade steer and heifer carcases in the
420kg+ weight range were paid on
average 12.3p/kg less than animals
within the 280-380kg weight range
during March 2013. If penalties were
being fully applied these animals would
have been paid at 18p/kg less. 

Meanwhile carcases within the 260-
280kg weight range are outside the
current specification for the 8p/kg
bonus and the price paid should
therefore be around 8p/kg behind the
in spec price. However premiums paid
for lighter carcases to fulfill particular
orders in some plants, e.g. for Aberdeen
Angus cattle, resulted in the average 
price paid for R3 grade 260-280kg
carcases being 1.4p/kg higher than the 

price paid for R3 carcases within the 
280-380kg weight range. 

GGrraaddee ssppeecciiffiiccaattiioonnss
An analysis of price reporting has
indicated that 77.5 per cent of steers
and heifers slaughtered during March
2013 fulfilled the conformation
specification for the in spec bonus. In
addition to this 79.0 per cent of the
steers and heifers slaughtered were
within the desired range for fat cover.

However only 58.3 per cent of steers
and heifers slaughtered fulfilled the
requirements for both conformation
and fat class. This indicates that some
producers may be experiencing
difficulty in getting animals to meet the
specification for both. While this may be
a knock on effect of the difficult
production conditions over the last
twelve months producers should
ensure that they make full use of the
advice services available to them eg
CAFRE advisors.

AApppplliiccaattiioonn ooff pprriicciinngg ssttrruuccttuurree 
If processors want producers to  supply
cattle within a required specification it
is important that they give producers 
the appropriate market signals to 

encourage them to do so. In theory this
could be achieved through a tighter
application of the existing bonus and
penalty system but this is difficult to
implement due to issues around supply
and demand. 

While this analysis of the slaughter mix
is very useful in identifying to what
degree producers are meeting the
required specifications it is important
to remember that there are potential
markets for cattle outside this
specification. Some producers have
also indicated that the type of cattle
they need to produce to leave a margin
at farm level are not necessarily within
the desired specification of the
processor. 

The quotes from the plants for prime
cattle, the pricing grid and the
associated penalties and bonuses are a
guide to potential returns for cattle
which is subject to negotiation. The
prices actually paid to producers are
generally driven by factors around
supply and demand and is also
influenced by the strength of the
relationship between the producer and
the processor.

Bonus Specification Criteria
Steers and Heifers Only

Grades attracting bonus E,U,R, 3, 4-, 4= and O+3
Weight 280-380kg
Age Under 30 Months
FQAS Yes
Country of Origin UK Only
There may be variations from these criteria at different factories and some factories
apply additional criteria

TTaabbllee 11:: SSppeecciiffiiccaattiioonn ffoorr 88pp//kkgg bboonnuuss oonn sstteeeerrss aanndd hheeiiffeerrss

Under 260kg 260-280kg 280-380kg 380-420kg 420kg+
Mar-12 5.5% 7.3% 63.6% 16.0% 7.6%
Mar-13 6.6% 9.1% 65.2% 13.4% 5.7%

TTaabbllee 22:: PPrrooppoorrttiioonn ooff sstteeeerr aanndd hheeiiffeerr ccaarrccaasseess wwiitthhiinn wweeiigghhtt bbaannddss MMaarrcchh 22001133

TTaabbllee 33:: EEUU DDeeaaddwweeiigghhtt CCaattttllee PPrriicceess -- HHeeiiffeerrss RR33 EEqquuiivvaalleenntt ((€€ CCeennttss))
PPoossiittiioonn
llaasstt MMtthh

PPoossiittiioonn
tthhiiss MMtthh CCoouunnttrryy PPrriiccee llaasstt MMtthh

((ww//ee 1100..0033..1133))
PPrriiccee tthhiiss MMtthh

((ww//ee 0077..0044..1133))
CChhaannggee oonn
MMtthh ((cceennttss))

33 11 GGrreeaatt BBrriittaaiinn 443377..11 445566..88 ++1199..77
1 2 Sweden 443.2 449.2 +6.0
2 3 France 439.0 445.0 +6.0
4 3 Greece 430.5 445.0 +14.5
66 55 IIrreellaanndd 442277..00 444444..55 ++1177..66
77 66 NNoorrtthheerrnn IIrreellaanndd 442222..11 444411..66 ++1199..55
5 7 Italy 427.9 427.8 -0.1
8 8 Spain 413.5 409.5 -4.0
9 9 Luxembourg 408.1 402.0 -6.1

10 10 Germany 393.7 389.6 -4.1
11 11 Denmark 377.4 388.2 +10.8
12 12 Austria 366.9 365.1 -1.9
13 13 Belgium 352.0 354.0 +2.0
14 14 Slovenia 324.9 332.6 +7.7
15 15 Poland 310.6 311.4 +0.8
16 16 Czech Republic 292.7 290.2 -2.5
17 17 Lithuania 283.6 264.9 -18.7

EU Average 414.6 418.3 +3.7
Euro/Sterling exchange rate 86.5 84.8

OOffffiicciiaall pprriicceess rreeppoorrtteedd ttoo tthhee EECC DDrreessssiinngg SSppeecciiffiiccaattiioonn

THE EU Deadweight Cattle prices
league table ranks 17 EU
countries in terms of the farmgate

price paid for R3 grade heifers. It
provides a useful comparison on where
NI, GB and ROI finished prices are on
the EU wide market.

Table 3 outlines the prices paid for R3
grade heifers in the week ending 10
March 2013 and the week ending 7
April 2013. During this period the EU
average price for R3 grading heifers
increased by 3.7c/kg to 418.3c/kg. 

With an equivalent R3 heifer price of
456.8c/kg in the week ending the 7
April GB has regained top spot on the
EU prices league table. The GB R3
heifer price was 38.5p/kg above the EU
average price for the week in question. 

A strong increase was recorded in GB
prices in euro terms (+19.7c/kg)
despite a fall in the value of sterling
against euro from £1= 86.5c in the
week ending 10 March to £1= 84.8c in
the week ending the 07 April. 

A similar increase can be observed in
the NI R3 heifer price, up by 19.5c/kg to
441.6p/kg in the week ending 7 April.
This was 23.3c/kg above the EU
average and moved it up one position
on the league table to sixth place.  

In the week ending 7 April the R3 heifer
price in ROI was 444.5c/kg. This was
up 17.6c/kg on the week ending the 10
March when the R3 heifer price was
427c/kg. This moved it up one position
on the league table from sixth position
to fifth. 

The R3 heifer price in Greece in the
week ending 7 April was up 14.5c/kg to
445c/kg and moved it up from fourth
position into joint third on the league
table. Meanwhile in France the R3
heifer price was also 445c/kg, up 6c/kg
on the previous month. In Sweden the
R3 heifer price increased by 6c/kg to
449.2c/kg.

FQAS LIAISON OFFICER
MART CLINICS TIMETABLE 

Saintfield Weds 24/04/13

Enniskillen Thurs 25/04/13

GB REGAINS TOP SPOT IN EU LEAGUE TABLE



RREEPPOORRTTEEDD HHOOGGGGEETT PPRRIICCEESS -- PP//KKGG

((PP//KKGG DDWW)) WW//EE
3300//0033//1133

WW//EE
0066//0044//1133

WW//EE
1133//0044//1133

NI Liveweight 382.0p 386.2p 388.4p

NI  Deadweight 437.4p 435.6p 435.5p

ROI Deadweight 429.1p 428.0p 435.4p

GB Deadweight 450.4p 454.8p 470.8p

CCoonnttaacctt uuss:: 

WWeebbssiittee:: wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

TTeelleepphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33000000

FFaaxx:: 002288 99226633 33000011

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee:: 002288 99226633 33002244

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33001111 

CCoommmmeennttss:: bbuulllleettiinn@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm

LMC does not guarantee the accuracy or completeness of any third party information
provided in or included with this publication. LMC hereby disclaims any responsibility

for error, omission or inaccuracy in the information, misinterpretation or any other
loss, disappointment, negligence or damage caused by reliance on third party

information.

Not for further publication or distribution without prior permission from LMC

CATTLE TRADE

WEEKLY BEEF & LAMB MARKETS

Notes:        (i) Prices are p/kg Sterling-ROI prices converted at 1 euro=85.18p Stg
(ii) Shading indicates a lower price than the previous week.
(iii) AVG is the average of all grades in the category, not just those listed

LLAASSTT WWEEEEKK''SS DDEEAADDWWEEIIGGHHTT CCAATTTTLLEE PPRRIICCEESS ((UUKK // RROOII))
WW//EE

1133//0044//1133 NNoorrtthheerrnn 
IIrreellaanndd

RReepp ooff 
IIrreellaanndd SSccoottllaanndd 

NNoorrtthheerrnn 
EEnnggllaanndd

MMiiddllaannddss 
&& WWaalleess

SSoouutthheerrnn
EEnnggllaanndd GGBB

Steers

U3 375.2 366.0 403.1 400.9 404.8 399.2 402.7
R3 376.0 360.9 398.5 393.2 391.0 386.9 392.7
R4 373.4 361.7 400.7 401.2 390.1 387.4 396.1
O3 364.0 347.4 384.5 388.3 374.2 369.0 379.8
AVG 367.3 - 398.6 394.5 388.4 378.6 391.0

Heifers

U3 384.1 394.3 403.5 403.8 404.8 398.1 403.4
R3 378.3 380.9 396.0 392.3 389.4 386.9 391.5
R4 374.3 381.6 398.8 394.3 389.2 386.7 393.1
O3 362.9 363.8 377.2 376.5 378.9 371.7 376.3
AVG 371.5 - 395.8 389.8 387.1 372.4 387.7

Young 
Bulls

U3 363.7 357.3 391.6 376.0 393.1 394.9 386.1
R3 359.6 350.2 381.1 372.2 380.4 379.9 377.4
O3 345.7 336.6 365.7 352.5 363.6 364.7 359.5
AVG 348.3 - 377.0 363.2 372.3 370.2 369.6

Prime Cattle 
Price Reported 5375 - 7027 6009 5510 4508 23054

Cows

O3 295.4 298.7 314.9 303.4 304.9 278.0 299.5
O4 300.7 302.4 319.9 306.1 309.6 288.5 304.5
P2 247.7 259.0 271.4 242.8 244.2 229.4 247.4
P3 273.3 291.1 280.1 273.3 269.2 253.5 269.2

AVG 271.3 - 309.9 272.5 282.8 244.0 275.8

NNII FFAACCTTOORRYY QQUUOOTTEESS FFOORR CCAATTTTLLEE

((PP//KKGG DDWW)) TThhiiss WWeeeekk
1155//0044//1133

NNeexxtt WWeeeekk
2222//0044//1133

PPrriimmee
U-3 366-370p 366-370p
R-3 360-364p 360-364p
O+3 354-358p 354-358p

* Plus 8p/kg in spec bonus where applicable
CCoowwss

O+3 & better 275-310p 275-310p
Steakers 255-280p 255-280p

Blues 170-185p 170-185p

SHEEP TRADE DDeeaaddwweeiigghhtt SShheeeepp TTrraaddee

TThhiiss wweeeekk ’’ss mmaarrttss

DDeeaaddwweeiigghhtt CCaattttllee TTrraaddee

QUOTES from the plants this week for U-3 grade prime cattle were
366-370p/kg with the 8p/kg bonus available for steer and heifers
that kill out within spec. Quotes for cows this week ranged from

290-310p/kg with one plant quoting 275p/kg. Similar quotes are
expected for early next week.

The plants reported an improved supply of cattle last week and this was
reflected in the prime cattle throughput which totalled 6,768 head. This
was a 21 per cent increase on the 5,590 slaughtered the previous week.
In addition to this the cow kill was up by just under 500 head on the
previous week to 1,585 head. The number of prime cattle imported for
direct slaughter from ROI last week totalled 480 head, up from 281
head the previous week. Imports from ROI for the year to date have
totalled 5,660 head, 20 per cent behind the same period in 2012 when
7,097 head were imported. 

Average steer and heifer prices in NI last week were both up 2p/kg on
the previous week to 367.3p/kg and 371.5p/kg respectively. Meanwhile
in GB average steer and heifer prices were almost unchanged from the
previous week at 391p/kg for steers and 387.7p/kg for heifers. R3
heifer prices recorded the biggest increase in prices in GB, up by 2p/kg
to 391.5p/kg. The R3 heifer price in Northern England was up 3.8p/kg
to 392.3p/kg while it increased by 1-2p/kg in the other regions of GB.

The R3 steer price in GB was exactly the same as the previous week at
392.7p/kg with prices in Northern and Southern England back in the
region of 2.5p/kg to 393.2p/kg and 386.9p/kg respectively. Meanwhile
in Scotland the R3 steer price increased by 1.6p/kg to 398.5p/kg and
in the Midlands it increased by 2.6p/kg to 391.0p/kg. The R3 steer
price in NI increased by 2.7p/kg to 376.0p/kg. 

With reports of tightening finished cattle numbers in the midlands and
west of Ireland the trade for finished cattle in ROI has remained fairly
steady. The R3 steer price last week increased by the equivalent of
2.8p/kg to 360.9p/kg while the R3 heifer price increased by 1.7p/kg to
380.9p/kg. A good trade for well fleshed cull cows in ROI has seen
prices increase by 2-3p/kg for reported grades. 

QUOTES from the plants for hoggets early this week were 440p/kg
but increased to 440-450p/kg as the week progressed. The
plants are reporting a tightening in availability as the weeks

progress with the quality of hoggets available also greatly reduced. The
NI deadweight hogget price last week was similar to the previous week
at 435.5p/kg while in GB it increased by 16p/kg to 470.8p/kg. Exports
of sheep to ROI for direct slaughter last week totalled 6,060 head, back
1,260 head on the previous week.

Quotes for spring lambs have remained fairly steady at 520p/kg this
week with one plant quoting 500p/kg. The NI deadweight price last
week was up 2p/kg on the previous week to 528.4p/kg. The
deadweight price in GB last week was 530.5p/kg. 

SMALLER numbers of hoggets have been passing through the rings
this week as numbers start to tighten with reports of quality also
greatly reduced in some marts. In Saintfield on Tuesday 338

hoggets sold from 405-455p/kg (av 410p/kg) with 85 spring lambs
selling to an average of 495p/kg. In Ballymena on Wednesday 751
hoggets sold from 380-447p/kg (av 393p/kg) compared to 1,038
hoggets last week selling from 360-453 (av 382p/kg). A small entry of
53 spring lambs sold to an average of 498p/kg. The trade for well
fleshed cull ewes remains strong with top prices of over £100 in several
of the marts. 

COMMODITIES

RREEPPOORRTTEEDD NNII CCAATTTTLLEE PPRRIICCEESS -- PP//KKGG
WW//EE 1133//0044//1133 SStteeeerrss HHeeiiffeerrss YYoouunngg BBuullllss

U-3= 376.2 383.6 363.8

U=3= 374.9 384.2 368.0

U=4= 368.0 372.1 357.0

R=3= 377.7 378.9 358.4

R=4= 374.0 375.0 350.1

O+3= 370.4 372.3 353.4

O=3= 358.4 360.7 349.6

Average 367.3 371.5 348.3

RREEPPOORRTTEEDD CCOOWW PPRRIICCEESS NNII WW//EE 1133//0044//1133
GGrraaddeess PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg)) AAvvgg WWggtt

O+3= 312.4 314.3
O-3+ 289.1 315.6
P+2+ 264.6 278.9
P+3+ 278.2 316.6
P-1- 187.5 217.0

HHOOGGGGEETT//LLAAMMBB QQUUOOTTEESS
((PP//KKgg DDWW)) TThhiiss WWeeeekk

1155//0044//1133
NNeexxtt WWeeeekk
2222//0044//1133

NI Factories Hoggets upto 22kg 440 - 445p 440-450p

Spring Lambs 520 - 530p 500-520p

CCOOMMMMOODDIITTYY PPRRIICCEE

WW//EE 1133//0044//1133

PPrriiccee ((££)) ppeerr ttoonnnnee //
11000000lliittrree

%% wweeeekkllyy
cchhaannggee

Barley 205.50 n/c
Wheat 226.00 n/c
Straw 19.90 -

Red Diesel 720-745 -

Afairly steady trade for finished cattle across the marts this week
seen first quality finished steers sell to an average of 215p/kg
with second quality finished steers selling to an average of

190p/kg. Finished first quality heifers sold to an average of 218p/kg
with second quality selling to an average of 194p/kg. A similar trade to
previous weeks has also been reported for well fleshed cull cows. 

First quality bullocks up to 400kg sold from 200-217p/kg (av 206p/kg)
this week with second quality selling from 150-195p/kg (av 172p/kg).
Heifers up to 450kg sold to an average of 214p/kg for first quality and
to an average of 185p/kg for second quality.  

TThhiiss wweeeekk’’ss mmaarrttss

LLAATTEESSTT LLIIVVEEWWEEIIGGHHTT CCAATTTTLLEE MMAARRTT PPRRIICCEESS NNII
11sstt QQUUAALLIITTYY 22nndd QQUUAALLIITTYY

WW//EE 1133//0044//1133 From To Average From To Average
FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee ((pp//kkgg))
Steers 200 229 215 175 198 190
Friesians 150 190 165 110 148 130
Heifers 209 237 218 180 208 194
Beef Cows 150 193 165 115 149 130
Dairy Cows 110 133 120 80 109 100
SSttoorree CCaattttllee ((pp//kkgg))
Bullocks up to 400kg 200 217 206 150 195 172
Bullocks 400kg - 500kg 203 226 211 158 202 175
Bullocks over 500kg 210 242 220 165 209 185
Heifers up to 450kg 203 227 214 170 200 185
Heifers over 450kg 200 223 211 170 199 185
DDrrooppppeedd CCaallvveess ((££//hheeaadd))
Continental Bulls 200 330 250 140 198 175
Continental Heifers 180 300 225 100 178 145
Friesian Bulls 100 180 130 30 98 60
Holstein Bulls 40 100 70 1 38 20

RREEPPOORRTTEEDD SSPPRRIINNGG LLAAMMBB PPRRIICCEESS -- PP//KKGG

((PP//KKGG DDWW)) WW//EE
3300//0033//1133

WW//EE
0066//0044//1133

WW//EE
1133//0044//1133

NI Liveweight 493.2p 491.9p 458.7p

NI  Deadweight 521.0p 526.4p 528.4p

GB Deadweight 531.6p - 530.5p

LLAATTEESSTT SSHHEEEEPP MMAARRTTSS
FFrroomm:: 1133//0044//1133 
TToo::    1188//0044//1133 

HHooggggeettss ((PP//KKGG LLWW)) SSpprriinngg LLaammbbss ((PP//KKGG LLWW))

NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo AAvvgg NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo AAvvgg

Saturday Donemana 227 398 424 411 35 454 484 468

Hilltown 350 389 400 390 80 486 491

Omagh 468 391 418 51 426 501

Monday Massereene 1127 390 430 72 440 482

Tuesday Saintfield 338 405 445 410 85 495

Rathfriland 317 335 412 376 117 445 500 480

Wednesday Enniskillen 402 428 460 440 60 520 554

Ballymena 751 380 447 393 53 450 568 498



RREEPPOORRTTEEDD HHOOGGGGEETT PPRRIICCEESS -- PP//KKGG

((PP//KKGG DDWW)) WW//EE
3300//0033//1133

WW//EE
0066//0044//1133

WW//EE
1133//0044//1133

NI Liveweight 382.0p 386.2p 388.4p

NI  Deadweight 437.4p 435.6p 435.5p

ROI Deadweight 429.1p 428.0p 435.4p

GB Deadweight 450.4p 454.8p 470.8p

CCoonnttaacctt uuss:: 

WWeebbssiittee:: wwwwww..llmmccnnii..ccoomm

TTeelleepphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33000000

FFaaxx:: 002288 99226633 33000011

FFQQAASS HHeellpplliinnee:: 002288 99226633 33002244

AAnnsswweerrpphhoonnee:: 002288 99226633 33001111 

CCoommmmeennttss:: bbuulllleettiinn@@llmmccnnii..ccoomm

LMC does not guarantee the accuracy or completeness of any third party information
provided in or included with this publication. LMC hereby disclaims any responsibility

for error, omission or inaccuracy in the information, misinterpretation or any other
loss, disappointment, negligence or damage caused by reliance on third party

information.

Not for further publication or distribution without prior permission from LMC

CATTLE TRADE

WEEKLY BEEF & LAMB MARKETS

Notes:        (i) Prices are p/kg Sterling-ROI prices converted at 1 euro=85.18p Stg
(ii) Shading indicates a lower price than the previous week.
(iii) AVG is the average of all grades in the category, not just those listed

LLAASSTT WWEEEEKK''SS DDEEAADDWWEEIIGGHHTT CCAATTTTLLEE PPRRIICCEESS ((UUKK // RROOII))
WW//EE

1133//0044//1133 NNoorrtthheerrnn 
IIrreellaanndd

RReepp ooff 
IIrreellaanndd SSccoottllaanndd 

NNoorrtthheerrnn 
EEnnggllaanndd

MMiiddllaannddss 
&& WWaalleess

SSoouutthheerrnn
EEnnggllaanndd GGBB

Steers

U3 375.2 366.0 403.1 400.9 404.8 399.2 402.7
R3 376.0 360.9 398.5 393.2 391.0 386.9 392.7
R4 373.4 361.7 400.7 401.2 390.1 387.4 396.1
O3 364.0 347.4 384.5 388.3 374.2 369.0 379.8
AVG 367.3 - 398.6 394.5 388.4 378.6 391.0

Heifers

U3 384.1 394.3 403.5 403.8 404.8 398.1 403.4
R3 378.3 380.9 396.0 392.3 389.4 386.9 391.5
R4 374.3 381.6 398.8 394.3 389.2 386.7 393.1
O3 362.9 363.8 377.2 376.5 378.9 371.7 376.3
AVG 371.5 - 395.8 389.8 387.1 372.4 387.7

Young 
Bulls

U3 363.7 357.3 391.6 376.0 393.1 394.9 386.1
R3 359.6 350.2 381.1 372.2 380.4 379.9 377.4
O3 345.7 336.6 365.7 352.5 363.6 364.7 359.5
AVG 348.3 - 377.0 363.2 372.3 370.2 369.6

Prime Cattle 
Price Reported 5375 - 7027 6009 5510 4508 23054

Cows

O3 295.4 298.7 314.9 303.4 304.9 278.0 299.5
O4 300.7 302.4 319.9 306.1 309.6 288.5 304.5
P2 247.7 259.0 271.4 242.8 244.2 229.4 247.4
P3 273.3 291.1 280.1 273.3 269.2 253.5 269.2

AVG 271.3 - 309.9 272.5 282.8 244.0 275.8

NNII FFAACCTTOORRYY QQUUOOTTEESS FFOORR CCAATTTTLLEE

((PP//KKGG DDWW)) TThhiiss WWeeeekk
1155//0044//1133

NNeexxtt WWeeeekk
2222//0044//1133

PPrriimmee
U-3 366-370p 366-370p
R-3 360-364p 360-364p
O+3 354-358p 354-358p

* Plus 8p/kg in spec bonus where applicable
CCoowwss

O+3 & better 275-310p 275-310p
Steakers 255-280p 255-280p

Blues 170-185p 170-185p

SHEEP TRADE DDeeaaddwweeiigghhtt SShheeeepp TTrraaddee

TThhiiss wweeeekk ’’ss mmaarrttss

DDeeaaddwweeiigghhtt CCaattttllee TTrraaddee

QUOTES from the plants this week for U-3 grade prime cattle were
366-370p/kg with the 8p/kg bonus available for steer and heifers
that kill out within spec. Quotes for cows this week ranged from

290-310p/kg with one plant quoting 275p/kg. Similar quotes are
expected for early next week.

The plants reported an improved supply of cattle last week and this was
reflected in the prime cattle throughput which totalled 6,768 head. This
was a 21 per cent increase on the 5,590 slaughtered the previous week.
In addition to this the cow kill was up by just under 500 head on the
previous week to 1,585 head. The number of prime cattle imported for
direct slaughter from ROI last week totalled 480 head, up from 281
head the previous week. Imports from ROI for the year to date have
totalled 5,660 head, 20 per cent behind the same period in 2012 when
7,097 head were imported. 

Average steer and heifer prices in NI last week were both up 2p/kg on
the previous week to 367.3p/kg and 371.5p/kg respectively. Meanwhile
in GB average steer and heifer prices were almost unchanged from the
previous week at 391p/kg for steers and 387.7p/kg for heifers. R3
heifer prices recorded the biggest increase in prices in GB, up by 2p/kg
to 391.5p/kg. The R3 heifer price in Northern England was up 3.8p/kg
to 392.3p/kg while it increased by 1-2p/kg in the other regions of GB.

The R3 steer price in GB was exactly the same as the previous week at
392.7p/kg with prices in Northern and Southern England back in the
region of 2.5p/kg to 393.2p/kg and 386.9p/kg respectively. Meanwhile
in Scotland the R3 steer price increased by 1.6p/kg to 398.5p/kg and
in the Midlands it increased by 2.6p/kg to 391.0p/kg. The R3 steer
price in NI increased by 2.7p/kg to 376.0p/kg. 

With reports of tightening finished cattle numbers in the midlands and
west of Ireland the trade for finished cattle in ROI has remained fairly
steady. The R3 steer price last week increased by the equivalent of
2.8p/kg to 360.9p/kg while the R3 heifer price increased by 1.7p/kg to
380.9p/kg. A good trade for well fleshed cull cows in ROI has seen
prices increase by 2-3p/kg for reported grades. 

QUOTES from the plants for hoggets early this week were 440p/kg
but increased to 440-450p/kg as the week progressed. The
plants are reporting a tightening in availability as the weeks

progress with the quality of hoggets available also greatly reduced. The
NI deadweight hogget price last week was similar to the previous week
at 435.5p/kg while in GB it increased by 16p/kg to 470.8p/kg. Exports
of sheep to ROI for direct slaughter last week totalled 6,060 head, back
1,260 head on the previous week.

Quotes for spring lambs have remained fairly steady at 520p/kg this
week with one plant quoting 500p/kg. The NI deadweight price last
week was up 2p/kg on the previous week to 528.4p/kg. The
deadweight price in GB last week was 530.5p/kg. 

SMALLER numbers of hoggets have been passing through the rings
this week as numbers start to tighten with reports of quality also
greatly reduced in some marts. In Saintfield on Tuesday 338

hoggets sold from 405-455p/kg (av 410p/kg) with 85 spring lambs
selling to an average of 495p/kg. In Ballymena on Wednesday 751
hoggets sold from 380-447p/kg (av 393p/kg) compared to 1,038
hoggets last week selling from 360-453 (av 382p/kg). A small entry of
53 spring lambs sold to an average of 498p/kg. The trade for well
fleshed cull ewes remains strong with top prices of over £100 in several
of the marts. 

COMMODITIES

RREEPPOORRTTEEDD NNII CCAATTTTLLEE PPRRIICCEESS -- PP//KKGG
WW//EE 1133//0044//1133 SStteeeerrss HHeeiiffeerrss YYoouunngg BBuullllss

U-3= 376.2 383.6 363.8

U=3= 374.9 384.2 368.0

U=4= 368.0 372.1 357.0

R=3= 377.7 378.9 358.4

R=4= 374.0 375.0 350.1

O+3= 370.4 372.3 353.4

O=3= 358.4 360.7 349.6

Average 367.3 371.5 348.3

RREEPPOORRTTEEDD CCOOWW PPRRIICCEESS NNII WW//EE 1133//0044//1133
GGrraaddeess PPrriiccee ((pp//kkgg)) AAvvgg WWggtt

O+3= 312.4 314.3
O-3+ 289.1 315.6
P+2+ 264.6 278.9
P+3+ 278.2 316.6
P-1- 187.5 217.0

HHOOGGGGEETT//LLAAMMBB QQUUOOTTEESS
((PP//KKgg DDWW)) TThhiiss WWeeeekk

1155//0044//1133
NNeexxtt WWeeeekk
2222//0044//1133

NI Factories Hoggets upto 22kg 440 - 445p 440-450p

Spring Lambs 520 - 530p 500-520p

CCOOMMMMOODDIITTYY PPRRIICCEE

WW//EE 1133//0044//1133

PPrriiccee ((££)) ppeerr ttoonnnnee //
11000000lliittrree

%% wweeeekkllyy
cchhaannggee

Barley 205.50 n/c
Wheat 226.00 n/c
Straw 19.90 -

Red Diesel 720-745 -

Afairly steady trade for finished cattle across the marts this week
seen first quality finished steers sell to an average of 215p/kg
with second quality finished steers selling to an average of

190p/kg. Finished first quality heifers sold to an average of 218p/kg
with second quality selling to an average of 194p/kg. A similar trade to
previous weeks has also been reported for well fleshed cull cows. 

First quality bullocks up to 400kg sold from 200-217p/kg (av 206p/kg)
this week with second quality selling from 150-195p/kg (av 172p/kg).
Heifers up to 450kg sold to an average of 214p/kg for first quality and
to an average of 185p/kg for second quality.  

TThhiiss wweeeekk’’ss mmaarrttss

LLAATTEESSTT LLIIVVEEWWEEIIGGHHTT CCAATTTTLLEE MMAARRTT PPRRIICCEESS NNII
11sstt QQUUAALLIITTYY 22nndd QQUUAALLIITTYY

WW//EE 1133//0044//1133 From To Average From To Average
FFiinniisshheedd CCaattttllee ((pp//kkgg))
Steers 200 229 215 175 198 190
Friesians 150 190 165 110 148 130
Heifers 209 237 218 180 208 194
Beef Cows 150 193 165 115 149 130
Dairy Cows 110 133 120 80 109 100
SSttoorree CCaattttllee ((pp//kkgg))
Bullocks up to 400kg 200 217 206 150 195 172
Bullocks 400kg - 500kg 203 226 211 158 202 175
Bullocks over 500kg 210 242 220 165 209 185
Heifers up to 450kg 203 227 214 170 200 185
Heifers over 450kg 200 223 211 170 199 185
DDrrooppppeedd CCaallvveess ((££//hheeaadd))
Continental Bulls 200 330 250 140 198 175
Continental Heifers 180 300 225 100 178 145
Friesian Bulls 100 180 130 30 98 60
Holstein Bulls 40 100 70 1 38 20

RREEPPOORRTTEEDD SSPPRRIINNGG LLAAMMBB PPRRIICCEESS -- PP//KKGG

((PP//KKGG DDWW)) WW//EE
3300//0033//1133

WW//EE
0066//0044//1133

WW//EE
1133//0044//1133

NI Liveweight 493.2p 491.9p 458.7p

NI  Deadweight 521.0p 526.4p 528.4p

GB Deadweight 531.6p - 530.5p

LLAATTEESSTT SSHHEEEEPP MMAARRTTSS
FFrroomm:: 1133//0044//1133 
TToo::    1188//0044//1133 

HHooggggeettss ((PP//KKGG LLWW)) SSpprriinngg LLaammbbss ((PP//KKGG LLWW))

NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo AAvvgg NNoo.. FFrroomm TToo AAvvgg

Saturday Donemana 227 398 424 411 35 454 484 468

Hilltown 350 389 400 390 80 486 491

Omagh 468 391 418 51 426 501

Monday Massereene 1127 390 430 72 440 482

Tuesday Saintfield 338 405 445 410 85 495

Rathfriland 317 335 412 376 117 445 500 480

Wednesday Enniskillen 402 428 460 440 60 520 554

Ballymena 751 380 447 393 53 450 568 498


