
THE lamb trade has come under pressure in
recent weeks with stronger numbers of lambs
coming forward for slaughter.  However, it is

notable that the farmgate lamb price is currently 50-
60p/kg higher than at the same time last year.  The
stronger trade is due in no small part to increased
demand for lamb at retail level.  

In the 12 week period ending 12 May 2013, lamb
sales were 21 per cent higher than during the same
period in 2013.  This increase was driven by an eight
per cent decline in retail lamb prices and the
combined impact of lower prices and increased sales
was an 11 per cent increase in expenditure on lamb.
Over 40 per cent of consumers purchased lamb
during that period, a 10 per cent increase on the
same period in 2012.  It is likely that strong
promotions and the attractive price point of lamb leg
helped draw shoppers into lamb from other meats.
The average weight per purchase was 2.2kg, which is
up by 11 per cent year on year.  

Lamb leg roasting joints have been the standout
performer in the retail red meat market in 2013 (12
weeks ending 12 May).  Sales volumes were up by
32 per cent relative to the same period in 2012.
Lamb chop steaks (+20%) and lamb mince (+19%)
sales have performed very well while there have been

three per cent increases in sales of lamb shoulder
and stewing cuts. 

These increases in retail demand for lamb over the
last quarter reflect strong increases in demand
generally over the last 52 weeks, during which time,
volume sales of lamb showed strong increases  This
was driven primarily by strong sales of lamb leg
roasting joints and to a smaller extent, by increased
lamb mince and chop sales.  

THE trade for prime cattle has
shown steady improvement since
the beginning of the year with

increased consumer demand for fresh
beef in response to the horse-meat
situation being one driving factor. 

The latest data from Kantar on GB
retail sales of fresh and frozen meat
have indicated a six per cent increase
in the value of beef sales in the twelve
week period ending 12 May 2013
when compared to the corresponding
period last year. Figure 1 outlines
expenditure on beef in GB from
January 2011 to May 2013.

This increase in expenditure has been
driven by a seven per cent increase in
volume sales of beef stewing pieces,
with sales of beef mince and beef
frying/grilling steaks also showing
some growth, up by one per cent year
on year. Figure 2 displays total volume
sales of beef in GB since January
2011. 

Volume sales of beef roasting joints
were down two per cent between the
two periods which may be an
indication that consumers are opting
for cheaper cuts of beef or switching to
lamb. The average retail price of beef
in the 12 weeks ending the 12 May
2013 was £7.19p/kg, a four per cent
increase in price on the 2012 period.
Sales of beef roasting joints were up
by one per cent in the12 week period
ending 12 May.

Beef sales have however slowed over
the four weeks ending 12 May 2013
with total expenditure back one per
cent on the same period in 2012. The
volume of beef sales in GB has
declined by five per cent year on year,
driven primarily by the drop in sales of
beef roasting joints which were back
14.6 per cent on the corresponding
period in 2012. 

Sales of beef stewing steak have also
shown significant declines during the
four weeks ending 12 May 2013, back
12 per cent on the same period in
2012. Total volume sales of beef
accounted for 47.9 per cent of red
meat sales during this period, back
slightly from 48.8 per cent of sales on
the same period in 2012. Volume
sales of pork and lamb have both
increased when comparing the two
periods.

However sales of beef burgers and
grills have enjoyed an improvement in

sales over the four week period ending
12 May 2013 with sales almost
doubling on the previous four weeks
and eight per cent higher than the
corresponding period in 2012. This is
likely to be a result of the improved
weather in recent weeks and an
increased opportunity for barbeques. 

Sales of processed beef meals have
continued to decline with sales of
chilled and frozen ready meals back
23 per cent and 20 per cent
respectively over the 12 week period
ending the 12 May 2013. Consumers
are continuing to purchase fresh meat
and poultry instead. 

Household penetration during the 12
week period ending 12 May 2013 was
similar to the corresponding period in
2012 with 71 per cent of households
purchasing beef. Between the same
two periods however there was a ten
per cent increase in the number of
households buying lamb as it
continues to perform strongly (See
article below). 

For the 52 week period ending 12 May
2013 sales of beef have shown a
decline of two per cent on the previous
year. Fresh and frozen poultry continue
to perform strongly with a three per
cent increase in volume sales during
the same period. The strongest
performer however has been lamb
which has shown a 16 per cent
increase in volume sales year on year. 

IMPROVING SOIL AND SWARD 
PERFORMANCE EVENTS 2013

Field Demonstrations and Seminars will cover
- Soils: Assessing soil structure

Identifying, alleviating and preventing 
soil compaction

- Drainage:    Identifying problems
Repairing existing drains
Planning new schemes

- Reseeding: Benefits
Prioritising fields for improvement
Minimal cultivation techniques

- Costs
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LMC has recently launched an
online payment system for the Farm
Quality Assurance Scheme. This
allows producers to pay annual
membership renewal and initial
registration fees through the LMC
website.
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INCREASED EXPENDITURE ON BEEF

FQAS Liaison Officer
Mart Clinics Timetable 

Kilrea Wednesday 26/06/2013

Ballymena Friday 28/06/2013

Saintfield Wednesday 03/07/2013

Since December 2013, LMC has been working
together with Oxford Economics and an industry
steering group to develop a stronger understanding
of the reasons for the price differential in farmgate
beef prices between Northern Ireland and Great
Britain.  

Research findings, which were initially due to be
published in the spring have been delayed until later
in the summer / early autumn.  This is due to a
longer than expected process with regards to
consultation and data analysis.  

PRICE DIFFERENTIAL PROJECT
UPDATE

IMPROVED RETAIL LAMB MARKET IN GB

Figure 1: Expenditure on Beef January 2011- May 2013 

Figure 2: Volume Sales of Beef January 2011- May 2013 
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Contact us: 

Website: www.lmcni.com

Telephone: 028 9263 3000

Fax: 028 9263 3001

FQAS Helpline: 028 9263 3024

Answerphone: 028 9263 3011 

Comments: bulletin@lmcni.com

LMC does not guarantee the accuracy or completeness of any third party information
provided in or included with this publication. LMC hereby disclaims any responsibility
for error, omission or inaccuracy in the information, misinterpretation or any other
loss, disappointment, negligence or damage caused by reliance on third party

information.

Not for further publication or distribution without prior permission from LMC

CATTLE TRADE

WEEKLY BEEF & LAMB MARKETS

Notes:        (i) Prices are p/kg Sterling-ROI prices converted at 1 euro=85.07p Stg
(ii) Shading indicates a lower price than the previous week.
(iii) AVG is the average of all grades in the category, not just those listed

SHEEP TRADE
Deadweight Sheep Trade 

This week ’s marts

Deadweight Cattle Trade 

QUOTES from the plants for U-3 grade prime cattle this week were
378-382 p/kg with the majority of plants quoting a base price of
380p/kg for both steers and heifers. Some plants however are

quoting 376-378p/kg for steers and heifers on Monday. The 8p/kg bonus
continues to be available for steers and heifers that kill out in spec.
Quotes for first quality cows have remained fairly steady, ranging from
290-310p/kg across the plants.

With the improved weather over the past few weeks the processors have
reported some difficulties in sourcing cattle with producers busy with
other farm work. The prime kill last week was back 606 head on the
previous week at 5,852 head. This represents a reduction of nine per
cent week on week. Imports of prime cattle from ROI for direct slaughter
totalled 402 head last week, back 57 head on the previous week.
Meanwhile exports of prime cattle to GB for direct slaughter totalled 126
head.

The cow kill in NI last week remained similar to the previous week with
1,386 head slaughtered but markedly behind the corresponding week in
2012 when the kill was 1,620 head. A total of 101 cows were imported
from GB and ROI for direct slaughter in NI plants. Meanwhile 140 cows
were exported to ROI for direct slaughter with 105 exported for direct
slaughter in GB plants. 

The average steer and heifer prices in NI last week were within 1p/kg of
the previous week at 381.4p/kg and 384.9p/kg respectively. The
differential between the NI R3 steer price and the GB R3 steer price last
week was 13.3p/kg while for R3 heifers the differential was 7.7p/kg.
Meanwhile the average young bull price in NI last week was up by
3.3p/kg to 362.4p/kg with the price paid for O3 grading young bulls up
5p/kg to 360.1p/kg. 

In GB last week average steer and heifer prices recorded an improvement
after small declines in the average prices paid during the preceding two
weeks. Average steer prices in GB last week were up 1.7p/kg to
400.7p/kg while heifer prices were up half a penny to 397.7p/kg.
Average steer prices were up by 2-3p/kg across all GB regions with the
exception of the Midlands where prices were back in the region of 1p/kg.
Average heifer prices were also up in all regions with the exception of
the Midlands where the average price was back 2.3p/kg to 392.9p/kg.
The average young bull price in GB was up 3p/kg last week with strong
increases in Scotland and Southern England of 7p/kg and 5.7p/kg
respectively.

The R3 steer price in ROI last week was up slightly to the equivalent of
379.4p/kg while the equivalent R3 heifer price was unchanged at
400.5p/kg. The U3 heifer price in ROI last week was back by 2.7p/kg to
414.2p/kg but remains almost 20p/kg higher than the equivalent NI
price. Reported young bull prices in ROI were up in the region of 1p/kg
on the previous week. 

QUOTES from the plants for R3 grading lambs this week were 445-
450p/kg with the plants reporting a tightening in the supply of
lambs. Throughput of lambs in the NI plants showed a strong

increase last week with 8,414 lambs killed, an increase of 1,600 head
on the previous week. In the same week last year 7,266 lambs were
slaughtered in NI plants. A total of 3,773 lambs were exported to ROI for
direct slaughter last week, back 356 head on the week previous. In the
same week last year 8,707 lambs were exported to ROI, more than
double the current export rates. 
The NI deadweight price last week was 437p/kg, back 6.4p/kg on the
previous week. Meanwhile in GB the deadweight price was back 9.2p/kg
to 490.5p/kg. 

The marts have reported a firm trade for good quality lambs this
week with an increase in throughput in many of the marts. An
improved trade in Hilltown last Saturday saw 250 lambs sell to an

average of 426p/kg compared to 270 lambs the previous week selling
to an average of 388p/kg. In Kilrea on Monday a larger entry of 600
lambs sold to an average of 407p/kg compared to 180 lambs last week
selling to an average of 411p/kg. Meanwhile in Rathfriland on Tuesday
562 lambs sold from 400-451p/kg (av 422p/kg) compared to 282
lambs last week selling from 402-447p/kg (av 414p/kg). In Saintfield on
Tuesday cull ewes sold to a top price of £122 with good ewes generally
selling from £70-100 across the marts.

COMMODITIES

NI FACTORY QUOTES FOR CATTLE
(P/KG DW) This Week

17/06/13
Next Week
24/06/13

Prime
U-3 378-382p 376-378p
R-3 372-376p 370-372p
O+3 366-370p 364-366p

* Plus 8p/kg in spec bonus where applicable
Cows
O+3 & better 290-310p 290-310p
Steakers 270-280p 270-280p
Blues 190-185p 190-185p

REPORTED NI CATTLE PRICES - P/KG
W/E 15/06/13 Steers Heifers Young Bulls

U-3= 387.2 394.3 374.7

U=3= 393.4 391.5 378.2

U=4= 381.9 396.0 233.0

R=3= 389.4 391.9 369.8

R=4= 385.1 385.8 -

O+3= 385.1 383.7 367.3

O=3= 376.1 372.2 358.4

Average 381.4 384.9 362.4

REPORTED COW PRICES NI W/E 15/06/13

Grades
Price (p/kg) Avg Wgt

O+3= 317.2 321.4
O-3+ 299.3 306.0
P+2+ 280.4 281.4
P+3+ 289.3 283.9
P-1- 196.7 222.1

LAST WEEK'S DEADWEIGHT CATTLE PRICES (UK / ROI)
W/E 15/06/13 Northern 

Ireland
Rep of 
Ireland Scotland 

Northern 
England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England GB

Steers

U3 389.1 387.6 416.3 412.7 407.5 403.8 410.7
R3 389.1 379.4 412.8 408.2 395.2 392.2 402.4
R4 386.4 380.7 417.4 416.3 396.8 392.0 408.0
O3 379.2 364.9 404.1 392.2 379.2 374.2 389.6
AVG 381.4 - 413.7 405.7 392.2 383.9 400.7

Heifers

U3 394.4 414.2 417.1 403.9 409.8 404.0 410.0
R3 390.5 400.5 407.9 400.1 393.5 388.7 398.2
R4 388.0 400.1 413.6 401.7 394.1 389.3 400.9
O3 378.8 380.9 392.2 397.1 376.9 366.5 385.0
AVG 384.9 - 409.8 399.8 392.9 380.7 397.7

Young 
Bulls

U3 376.6 381.9 413.3 389.0 398.1 399.4 398.2
R3 374.4 374.6 404.1 376.1 381.3 383.3 383.1
O3 360.1 357.3 373.5 354.2 361.4 371.5 362.9
AVG 362.4 - 402.6 370.3 384.5 382.5 382.1

Prime Cattle 
Price Reported 5177 - 6972 5995 5572 4183 22722

Cows

O3 306.6 304.4 307.8 301.7 289.6 280.4 296.6
O4 309.9 305.6 310.9 300.5 303.8 282.0 298.6
P2 260.2 265.8 237.3 247.0 241.9 225.3 237.3
P3 284.7 293.9 269.3 277.9 264.6 249.9 265.7
AVG 288.4 - 300.5 280.3 277.1 248.9 276.8

LATEST LIVEWEIGHT CATTLE MART PRICES NI
1st QUALITY 2nd QUALITY

W/E 15/06/13 From To Average From To Average
Finished Cattle (p/kg)
Steers 220 239 226 187 225 206
Friesians 162 181 170 140 160 153
Heifers 218 240 233 190 217 203
Beef Cows 170 207 185 130 169 149
Dairy Cows 115 147 131 90 114 102
Store Cattle (p/kg)
Bullocks up to 400kg 199 239 230 151 185 160
Bullocks 400kg - 500kg 200 239 219 160 199 175
Bullocks over 500kg 204 234 220 170 203 186
Heifers up to 450kg 185 200 195 166 184 175
Heifers over 450kg 200 224 212 155 199 175
Dropped Calves (£/head)
Continental Bulls 205 400 265 140 200 170
Continental Heifers 190 285 215 100 188 145
Friesian Bulls 80 205 145 20 78 50
Holstein Bulls 50 195 85 2 48 25

COMMODITY PRICE

W/E 15/06/13
Price (£) per tonne /

1000litre
% weekly
change

Barley 190.00 -1.30
Wheat 209.00 -1.18
Straw 23.33 -

Red Diesel 710-725 -

LAMB QUOTES

(P/Kg DW) This Week
17/06/13

Next Week
24/06/13

NI Factories 445-450p 445-450p

ROI Factories 445-450p 445-450p

LATEST SHEEP MARTS
From: 15/06/13 
To:    20/06/13 

Spring Lambs (P/KG LW)

No. From To Avg

Saturday Donemana 410 398 433 413

Newtownstewart 130 380 420 400

Omagh 406 413 435 -

Hilltown 250 425 432 426

Monday Massereene 686 410 455 -

Kilrea 600 400 418 407

Tuesday Saintfield 501 405 455 418

Rathfriland 562 400 451 422

Wednesday Enniskillen 278 406 445 420

Ballymena 657 395 471 418

Markethill 340 410 467 423

REPORTED LAMB PRICES - P/KG

(P/KG DW) W/E
01/06/13

W/E
08/06/13

W/E
15/06/13

NI Liveweight 420.1p 418.3p 412.6p

NI  Deadweight 486.7p 443.4p 437.0p

GB Deadweight 515.3p 499.7p 490.5p
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lambs sold to an average of 407p/kg compared to 180 lambs last week
selling to an average of 411p/kg. Meanwhile in Rathfriland on Tuesday
562 lambs sold from 400-451p/kg (av 422p/kg) compared to 282
lambs last week selling from 402-447p/kg (av 414p/kg). In Saintfield on
Tuesday cull ewes sold to a top price of £122 with good ewes generally
selling from £70-100 across the marts.

COMMODITIES

NI FACTORY QUOTES FOR CATTLE
(P/KG DW) This Week

17/06/13
Next Week
24/06/13

Prime
U-3 378-382p 376-378p
R-3 372-376p 370-372p
O+3 366-370p 364-366p

* Plus 8p/kg in spec bonus where applicable
Cows
O+3 & better 290-310p 290-310p
Steakers 270-280p 270-280p
Blues 190-185p 190-185p

REPORTED NI CATTLE PRICES - P/KG
W/E 15/06/13 Steers Heifers Young Bulls

U-3= 387.2 394.3 374.7

U=3= 393.4 391.5 378.2

U=4= 381.9 396.0 233.0

R=3= 389.4 391.9 369.8

R=4= 385.1 385.8 -

O+3= 385.1 383.7 367.3

O=3= 376.1 372.2 358.4

Average 381.4 384.9 362.4

REPORTED COW PRICES NI W/E 15/06/13

Grades
Price (p/kg) Avg Wgt

O+3= 317.2 321.4
O-3+ 299.3 306.0
P+2+ 280.4 281.4
P+3+ 289.3 283.9
P-1- 196.7 222.1

LAST WEEK'S DEADWEIGHT CATTLE PRICES (UK / ROI)
W/E 15/06/13 Northern 

Ireland
Rep of 
Ireland Scotland 

Northern 
England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England GB

Steers

U3 389.1 387.6 416.3 412.7 407.5 403.8 410.7
R3 389.1 379.4 412.8 408.2 395.2 392.2 402.4
R4 386.4 380.7 417.4 416.3 396.8 392.0 408.0
O3 379.2 364.9 404.1 392.2 379.2 374.2 389.6
AVG 381.4 - 413.7 405.7 392.2 383.9 400.7

Heifers

U3 394.4 414.2 417.1 403.9 409.8 404.0 410.0
R3 390.5 400.5 407.9 400.1 393.5 388.7 398.2
R4 388.0 400.1 413.6 401.7 394.1 389.3 400.9
O3 378.8 380.9 392.2 397.1 376.9 366.5 385.0
AVG 384.9 - 409.8 399.8 392.9 380.7 397.7

Young 
Bulls

U3 376.6 381.9 413.3 389.0 398.1 399.4 398.2
R3 374.4 374.6 404.1 376.1 381.3 383.3 383.1
O3 360.1 357.3 373.5 354.2 361.4 371.5 362.9
AVG 362.4 - 402.6 370.3 384.5 382.5 382.1

Prime Cattle 
Price Reported 5177 - 6972 5995 5572 4183 22722

Cows

O3 306.6 304.4 307.8 301.7 289.6 280.4 296.6
O4 309.9 305.6 310.9 300.5 303.8 282.0 298.6
P2 260.2 265.8 237.3 247.0 241.9 225.3 237.3
P3 284.7 293.9 269.3 277.9 264.6 249.9 265.7
AVG 288.4 - 300.5 280.3 277.1 248.9 276.8

LATEST LIVEWEIGHT CATTLE MART PRICES NI
1st QUALITY 2nd QUALITY

W/E 15/06/13 From To Average From To Average
Finished Cattle (p/kg)
Steers 220 239 226 187 225 206
Friesians 162 181 170 140 160 153
Heifers 218 240 233 190 217 203
Beef Cows 170 207 185 130 169 149
Dairy Cows 115 147 131 90 114 102
Store Cattle (p/kg)
Bullocks up to 400kg 199 239 230 151 185 160
Bullocks 400kg - 500kg 200 239 219 160 199 175
Bullocks over 500kg 204 234 220 170 203 186
Heifers up to 450kg 185 200 195 166 184 175
Heifers over 450kg 200 224 212 155 199 175
Dropped Calves (£/head)
Continental Bulls 205 400 265 140 200 170
Continental Heifers 190 285 215 100 188 145
Friesian Bulls 80 205 145 20 78 50
Holstein Bulls 50 195 85 2 48 25

COMMODITY PRICE

W/E 15/06/13
Price (£) per tonne /

1000litre
% weekly
change

Barley 190.00 -1.30
Wheat 209.00 -1.18
Straw 23.33 -

Red Diesel 710-725 -

LAMB QUOTES

(P/Kg DW) This Week
17/06/13

Next Week
24/06/13

NI Factories 445-450p 445-450p

ROI Factories 445-450p 445-450p

LATEST SHEEP MARTS
From: 15/06/13 
To:    20/06/13 

Spring Lambs (P/KG LW)

No. From To Avg

Saturday Donemana 410 398 433 413

Newtownstewart 130 380 420 400

Omagh 406 413 435 -

Hilltown 250 425 432 426

Monday Massereene 686 410 455 -

Kilrea 600 400 418 407

Tuesday Saintfield 501 405 455 418

Rathfriland 562 400 451 422

Wednesday Enniskillen 278 406 445 420

Ballymena 657 395 471 418

Markethill 340 410 467 423

REPORTED LAMB PRICES - P/KG

(P/KG DW) W/E
01/06/13

W/E
08/06/13

W/E
15/06/13

NI Liveweight 420.1p 418.3p 412.6p

NI  Deadweight 486.7p 443.4p 437.0p

GB Deadweight 515.3p 499.7p 490.5p




