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STRONG SUPPLIES OF LAMBS COMING FORWARD

PRIME cattle throughput in the NI
plants last week totalled 5,945
head bringing throughput for the

year to date to 154,047 head. This is
the third week in a row in which prime
cattle throughput has declined and
coincides with reports from industry of
a tightening in cattle availability.
However with reports of cattle supplies
remaining strong in GB and reduced
consumer demand for beef the plants
have reported adequate supplies of
cattle to meet demands, with
deadweight beef prices continuing to
come under pressure as a result. 

Analysis of the NI cattle population for
May 2014 indicates a reduction in the
number of cattle for beef production
(beef sired and dairy males) on NI farms
when compared to previous years. This
trend can be observed in all age
brackets outlined in Table 1 with the
exception of cattle aged 24-30 months
of age which increased by 6.2 per cent
on year earlier levels. The increase in
cattle numbers in this age bracket is
likely to be a consequence of production
difficulties on NI farms in 2012/2013
which will have increased the length of
time needed to finish some beef
animals. 

The most notable decline in beef cattle
numbers year on year was in the
number of cattle aged 12-17 months as
outlined in Table 1. During May 2014

there were 210,965 beef animals in the
in the 12-17 month age bracket on NI
farms compared to 236,256 head in
May 2013 representing a reduction of
10.7 per cent year on year. 

Cattle in younger age brackets have
also recorded a decline with 166,530
beef cattle aged 0-5 months of age on
NI farms in May 2014. This was 5.1 per
cent lower than the corresponding
month in 2013 when there were
175,404 animals in this age bracket
and 15.2 per cent lower than the
196,491 recorded in May 2012. 

The decline recorded in the number of
beef cattle on the ground under 30
months is a direct consequence of a
contraction in suckler cow numbers on
NI farms and a fall in the number of calf
registrations. The decline in the number
of cattle being imported from ROI for
further finishing on NI farms will also
have played a role in the reduction of
beef cattle numbers. 

Northern Irish farmers have been less
active in the purchase of store cattle
from ROI in recent years.  The trade in
stores from ROI hit a high point in 2010
with 35,000 head imported in the first
five months of the year. This was up
from 14,000 head in the same period
in 2009.  Since 2010, imports of store
and breeding cattle from ROI have fallen
gradually to current levels of around

10,000 head from January – May 2014. 

In May 2011 there were 39,291
imported beef sired cattle on NI farms
aged less 30 months of age and these
accounted for 5.7 per cent of all beef
sired cattle in this age bracket. This has
been markedly reduced in subsequent
years with 10,150 cattle in this age
bracket on NI farms in May 2014 where
they accounted for 1.6 per cent of total
beef cattle numbers aged less than 30
months. This accounts for a 74 per cent
reduction over the three year period
from May 2011 to May 2014. It should
be noted the majority of the decline
occured between May 2011 and May
2013. 

There has also been a notable decline
in the number of ROI born prime cattle
being imported for direct slaughter in NI
plants. During May 2014 781 prime
cattle were imported from ROI for direct
slaughter in NI plants, accounting for
2.8 per cent of the total prime cattle kill.
This is a marked decline from May 2013
when 1,818 prime cattle were imported
from ROI for direct slaughter in NI plants
and accounted for 6.7 per cent of plant
prime cattle throughput.

The availability of cattle for slaughter in
the NI plants is also influenced by the
level of exports for direct slaughter and
for further breeding and production.
During May 2014 924 prime cattle were

exported from NI to GB for further
breeding and production compared to
1,787 during May 2013. There has also
been a decline in the number of cattle
exported for direct slaughter. During
May 2014 439 prime cattle were
exported from NI to GB for direct
slaughter compared to 838 in May

2013. This decline in prime cattle
exports for direct slaughter represents
a 48 per cent reduction year on year.
The reduction in export activity has
been influenced by a narrowing in the
differential in beef prices between NI
and GB. 

NI PRIME CATTLE NUMBERS FORECAST TO TIGHTEN

Chart 2: Imports of ROI cattle onto NI farms January – May 2009-2014

Age (months) May 
2013

YOY change
(%)

May
2014

YOY change
(%)

0-5 175,404 -10.7% 166,530 -5.1%
6-11 134,324 -5.8% 131,768 -1.9%

12-17 236,256 +1.5% 210,965 -10.7%
18-23 101,802 +6.2% 98,811 -2.9%
24-30 118,289 -8.6% 125,660 +6.2%

Table 1: Breakdown on beef  cattle (beef sired + dairy males) on the ground by
age category diring May 2013 and May 2014

STRONG supplies of lambs have
started to come forward for
slaughter in the last few weeks

with 10,325 lambs killed in NI plants
last week. This brings throughput of
lambs/hoggets in the NI plants for the
year to date to 148,628 head. In the
corresponding period last year 119,720
lambs/hoggets were killed accounting
for a 24 per cent increase in throughput
year on year

To coincide with the increase in supplies
there has been firm demand for lambs
from the processors, with quotes from
the plants now just below the quotes in
the corresponding week last year. Chart
1 outlines deadweight prices for R3
grade lambs for the period March-
December in 2012-2014.

Lambs being presented for slaughter
have generally been of very good quality
with 97.6 per cent of price reported
lambs slaughtered last week achieving
the desired U and R grades. The current
requirement for fat cover on lamb
carcases is 2 or 3 in the NI plants with
penalties in place for over fat or under
finished carcases. Quoted penalties for
carcases awarded a 4L for fat cover are
5-10p/kg, penalties for carcases

awarded a 4H for fat cover are 20p/kg
while carcases awarded a 5 for fat cover
attract a penalty of 30p/kg. 

Meanwhile penalties for lamb carcases
awarded a 1 for fat cover are generally
in the region of 50p/kg although there
may be some exceptions to this for very
well conformed carcases. In NI last
week 95 per cent of the price reported
lambs slaughtered met the required
criteria (2 or 3) for fat cover. The current
specification from the major NI lamb
processors in terms of carcase weight
is 17-21kg. Producers finishing lambs
into heavier carcase weights will only be
paid up to 21kg while underweight
carcases will attract penalties across
the plants. 

The average price reported lamb
carcase weight in NI last week was
similar to previous weeks at 21.3kg and
is 0.5kg heavier than the corresponding
week last year.  This increase in average
carcase weights year on year is most
likely due to the much improved
production conditions experienced on
NI farms during the spring and early
summer of this year.

With penalties in place for lambs that

don’t meet the desired specification in
terms of grade and fat cover, and the
processers only paying up to 21kg
carcase weights, producers are
encouraged to draft lambs close to
finishing regularly to ensure they are
presenting suitable lambs for slaughter
and maximising potential returns to
their sheep enterprise. 

Processors are also actively
encouraging producers to present
lambs that have Farm Quality Assured
status for slaughter with bonuses in the
region of 5p/kg available. The FQ status
of lamb has become increasingly
important in recent times when meeting
the criteria of major retailers. The
enhanced assurances on animal
welfare, traceability and care for the
environment could also become
increasingly important in accessing
European markets in the future.

The EU continues to be an important
market for sheepmeat produced in NI
and GB. Exports of sheepmeat to the EU
accounted for 78 per cent of total
volume exports from the UK during the
first four months of 2014. France
continues to be the biggest importer of
UK sheepmeat in the EU with 14,326

tonnes imported in the first four months
of 2014. This accounted for 60 per cent
of total UK exports to the EU during this
period. 

Meanwhile exports of lamb from the UK
to non-EU countries has continued to
expand with 7,006 tonnes exported
during Jan-Apr 2014 compared to
4,890 tonnes in the corresponding
period in 2013. Hong Kong continues to
be the biggest market for UK origin
lamb outside the EU, accounting for

77.4 per cent of total volume exports to
non-EU countries during the first four
months of 2014. 

The recent agreement between DEFRA
(UK) and Chinese authorities to begin
negotiations to open direct trade routes
for beef and lamb will also be welcomed
by the UK red meat sector as it could
potentially be worth £120M annually to
the UK economy.

Chart 1: R3 lamb prices in NI March-December 2012-2014
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enhanced assurances on animal
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CATTLE TRADE

WEEKLY BEEF & LAMB MARKETS

Notes:        (i) Prices are p/kg Sterling-ROI prices converted at 1 euro=80.52p Stg
(ii) Shading indicates a lower price than the previous week.
(iii) AVG is the average of all grades in the category, not just those listed

SHEEP TRADE Deadweight Sheep Trade 

Deadweight Cattle Trade 

NI FACTORY QUOTES FOR CATTLE

(P/KG DW) This Week
16/06/14

Next Week
23/06/14

Prime
U-3 310-316p 310-316p
R-3 304-310p 304-310p
O+3 298-304p 298-304p

Including bonuses where applicable 

Cows
O+3 & better 235-250p 235-250p
Steakers 140-170p 140-170p
Blues 120-130p 120-130p

REPORTED NI CATTLE PRICES - P/KG
W/E 14/06/14 Steers Heifers Young Bulls

U-3= 324.6 325.7 308.9
U=3= 326.0 324.2 310.5
U=4= 319.7 331.7 0.0
R=3= 323.1 322.3 301.7
R=4= 320.7 319.4 300.0
O+3= 319.0 313.1 289.4
O=3= 306.2 302.0 284.6
Average 312.9 316.9 291.8

LAST WEEK'S DEADWEIGHT CATTLE PRICES (UK / ROI)
W/E

14/06/2013
Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland Scotland Northern England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England GB

Steers

U3 323.2 307.9 353.4 346.5 342.1 331.6 345.5
R3 324.2 298.0 345.5 333.9 332.4 318.3 333.7
R4 321.7 297.2 346.9 352.8 337.2 321.0 342.8
O3 306.2 284.4 330.6 307.8 292.6 295.7 307.5
AVG 312.9 - 346.4 339.9 318.2 306.9 330.3

Heifers

U3 328.0 326.7 354.6 343.4 338.5 330.3 344.1
R3 322.0 308.1 343.2 331.8 331.0 316.1 332.3
R4 321.8 306.2 346.7 340.5 331.1 317.2 336.6
O3 307.8 289.4 327.6 323.0 300.2 297.6 315.3
AVG 316.8 - 345.7 340.5 325.4 310.0 334.0

Young 
Bulls

U3 309.4 297.2 350.7 319.0 325.1 326.6 327.1
R3 305.0 290.0 338.7 307.1 312.6 311.3 314.0
O3 280.5 264.5 287.9 266.8 286.0 294.6 281.5
AVG 291.8 - 329.5 295.2 305.5 302.0 304.8

Prime Cattle 
Price Reported 4688 - 6915 5908 5610 4191 22624

Cows

O3 243.0 232.8 249.2 249.3 250.7 238.6 246.9
O4 247.5 234.0 258.6 252.0 255.2 240.7 251.2
P2 201.9 201.7 194.6 213.0 197.5 185.4 197.7
P3 223.0 222.8 213.3 226.3 229.7 213.4 217.4
AVG 227.9 - 248.7 234.3 243.0 209.5 232.3

LATEST LIVEWEIGHT CATTLE MART PRICES NI
1st QUALITY 2nd QUALITY

W/E 14/06/14 From To Average From To Average

Finished Cattle (p/kg)
Steers 182 194 186 165 179 172
Friesians 142 158 152 121 138 131
Heifers 187 204 192 160 186 173
Beef Cows 140 181 155 100 139 120
Dairy Cows 105 123 112 75 104 90
Store Cattle (p/kg)
Bullocks up to 400kg 204 241 220 146 203 172
Bullocks 400kg - 500kg 190 202 195 148 189 168
Bullocks over 500kg 185 212 198 140 183 166
Heifers up to 450kg 170 190 180 142 169 155
Heifers over 450kg 170 190 180 139 169 154
Dropped Calves (£/head)
Continental Bulls 260 385 320 160 258 210
Continental Heifers 240 300 270 100 238 170
Friesian Bulls 100 152 125 20 98 60
Holstein Bulls 50 110 75 1 48 25

REPORTED COW PRICES NI - P/KG

w/e
14/06/2014

Wgt
<220kg

Wgt 220-
250kg

Wgt 250-
280kg

Wgt
>280kg

O+3= - - - 256.7
O-3+ - - 228.0 237.9
P+2+ 107.4 165.0 207.6 227.5
P+3+ - 201.5 222.0 232.3
P-1- 140.5 151.2 159.9 180.0

COMMODITY PRICE

W/E 
14/06/14

Price (£) per tonne /
1000litre

% 
weekly change

Barley 149.50 -1.6

Wheat 166.50 n/c

Straw 17.50 -

BASE quotes this week ranged from 310-316p/kg for U-3 grade
steers and heifers. While some plants reduced quotes back to 310-
312p/kg early this week others remained at 314-316p/kg. Similar

quotes are expected for early next week for prime cattle. Meanwhile
quotes for O+3 grade cows ranged from 235-250p/kg this week.

Throughput of prime cattle in the NI plants last week was back for the
third consecutive week with 5,945 clean cattle slaughtered. Prime cattle
throughput is running three per cent behind year earlier levels with
154,047 cattle killed during 2014 to date. Despite a 1.3kg increase in the
average prime cattle carcase weight the amount of beef from prime cattle
processed during 2014 to date is 2.4 per cent lower than the same period
in 2013. A total of 1,378 cows were killed last week in NI plants taking
throughput for the year to date to 34,629 head, 11.8 per cent behind
year earlier levels. With the volume of cow beef processed back by 8 per
cent year on year the total amount of beef processed by NI plants is back
by 2.6 per cent during 2014 to date. 

Imports of prime cattle for direct slaughter last week increased to 423
head, more than double the 183 prime cattle imported the previous
week. This is the highest weekly import for direct slaughter from ROI since
March and accounted for 7 per cent of the prime kill in NI last week.
Exports of prime cattle to GB last week for direct slaughter totalled 117
head bringing exports for direct slaughter for the year to date to 3,380
compared to 5,374 exported in the corresponding period in 2013. This
accounts for a 37 per cent decline year on year. 

Despite reports of a tightening in the availability of prime cattle on the
ground beef prices have continued to come under pressure. The average
steer price in NI last week was back 2.1p/kg to 312.9p/kg while the R3
steer price was back by 1.7p/kg to 324.2p/kg, its lowest level since early
November 2012. The average heifer price in NI last week was back by
2.8p/kg from the previous week to 316.8p/kg while the R3 heifer price
was back by 4.7p/kg to 322p/kg. The average NI young bull price last
week was back by 2.5p/kg to 291.8p/kg while the R3 young bull price
was back by 1.3p/kg to 305p/kg. 

The deadweight beef trade in GB has also continued to struggle with
reports of supplies outpacing demand for beef. Average steer prices were
back by 2.6p/kg to 330.3p/kg last week with the R3 steer price back by
3.2p/kg to 333.7p/kg. While R3 steer prices recorded a decline in all the
GB regions the most marked drop in R3 steer prices was recorded in
Northern England where the price was back by 6.8p/kg to 333.9p/kg.
R3 heifer prices in GB last week were back by 0.5p/kg to 334p/kg while
the R3 heifer price was back by 3.2p/kg to 332.3p/kg. 

Strong supplies of cattle in ROI have continued to put pressure on
deadweight cattle prices and when this is combined with a weakening in
euro against sterling the R3 steer price in ROI last week was back the
equivalent of 8.4p/kg to 298p/kg and the R3 heifer price back by a
similar margin to 308.1p/kg.

LAMB QUOTES

(P/Kg DW) This Week
16/06/14

Next Week
21/06/14

Lambs 440>21kg 440>21kg

* ROI price is lamb and hogget prices combined

LATEST SHEEP MARTS

From: 14/06/14 Lambs (P/KG LW)

To: 20/06/14 No From To Avg

Saturday Omagh 541 413 450 -

Swatragh 600 373 432 -

Monday Massereene 726 400 436 -

Kilrea 415 415 433 -

Tuesday Saintfield 634 400 440 -

Rathfriland 900 390 452 420

Ballymena 704 390 452 408

Wednesday Armoy 285 405 435 -

Markethill 550 390 429 415

QUOTES for lambs have steadied this week at 440p/kg up to 21kg
with similar quotes expected from the plants for early next week.
The quality of lambs being presented for slaughter has been very

good with throughput in the NI plants last week totalling 10,325 head, the
highest weekly throughput for the year to date. Throughput in the NI
plants accounted for 73 per cent of total lamb production in NI last week
with 3,736 lambs exported to ROI last week making up the balance. The
weakening of the euro against sterling has been a key driver behind this
trend. The deadweight lamb price in NI last week was 434.4p/kg, back
8.9p/kg (7c/kg) from the previous week. The deadweight lamb price in
GB last week was 521.1p/kg, down 3.6p/kg from the previous week. 

This Week’s Marts

Agood trade was reported across the marts this week with steady
numbers passing through the rings. In Swatragh last Saturday 600
lambs sold from 373-432p/kg compared to 350 lambs the previous

week selling from 398-472p/kg. In Kilrea on Monday 415 lambs sold
from 415-433p/kg compared to 300 lambs last week selling from 426-
439p/kg. In Ballymena this week 704 lambs sold to an average of
408p/kg compared to 720 lambs last week selling to an average of
422p/kg. In Markethill on Wednesday 550 lambs sold from 390-429p/kg
(av 415p/kg) compared to 840 lambs last week selling from 410-
445p/kg (av 428p/kg). A good trade was reported for well fleshed cull
ewes with top prices of over £100 reported in several marts. 

REPORTED LAMB PRICES - P/KG

(P/KG DW) W/E
31/05/14

W/E
07/06/14

W/E
14/06/14

NI Liveweight 410.4 418.3 422.0

NI  Deadweight 456.0 443.3 434.4

ROI Deadweight 442.2 433.1 -

GB Deadweight 522.6 524.7 521.1

STRONG SUPPLIES OF LAMBS COMING FORWARD

NI PRIME CATTLE NUMBERS FORECAST TO TIGHTEN

Chart 2: Imports of ROI cattle onto NI farms January – May 2009-2014

Table 1: Breakdown on beef  cattle (beef sired + dairy males) on the ground by
age category diring May 2013 and May 2014
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CATTLE TRADE

WEEKLY BEEF & LAMB MARKETS

Notes:        (i) Prices are p/kg Sterling-ROI prices converted at 1 euro=80.52p Stg
(ii) Shading indicates a lower price than the previous week.
(iii) AVG is the average of all grades in the category, not just those listed

SHEEP TRADE Deadweight Sheep Trade 

Deadweight Cattle Trade 

NI FACTORY QUOTES FOR CATTLE

(P/KG DW) This Week
16/06/14

Next Week
23/06/14

Prime
U-3 310-316p 310-316p
R-3 304-310p 304-310p
O+3 298-304p 298-304p

Including bonuses where applicable 

Cows
O+3 & better 235-250p 235-250p
Steakers 140-170p 140-170p
Blues 120-130p 120-130p

REPORTED NI CATTLE PRICES - P/KG
W/E 14/06/14 Steers Heifers Young Bulls

U-3= 324.6 325.7 308.9
U=3= 326.0 324.2 310.5
U=4= 319.7 331.7 0.0
R=3= 323.1 322.3 301.7
R=4= 320.7 319.4 300.0
O+3= 319.0 313.1 289.4
O=3= 306.2 302.0 284.6
Average 312.9 316.9 291.8

LAST WEEK'S DEADWEIGHT CATTLE PRICES (UK / ROI)
W/E

14/06/2013
Northern 
Ireland

Rep of 
Ireland Scotland Northern England

Midlands 
& Wales

Southern
England GB

Steers

U3 323.2 307.9 353.4 346.5 342.1 331.6 345.5
R3 324.2 298.0 345.5 333.9 332.4 318.3 333.7
R4 321.7 297.2 346.9 352.8 337.2 321.0 342.8
O3 306.2 284.4 330.6 307.8 292.6 295.7 307.5
AVG 312.9 - 346.4 339.9 318.2 306.9 330.3

Heifers

U3 328.0 326.7 354.6 343.4 338.5 330.3 344.1
R3 322.0 308.1 343.2 331.8 331.0 316.1 332.3
R4 321.8 306.2 346.7 340.5 331.1 317.2 336.6
O3 307.8 289.4 327.6 323.0 300.2 297.6 315.3
AVG 316.8 - 345.7 340.5 325.4 310.0 334.0

Young 
Bulls

U3 309.4 297.2 350.7 319.0 325.1 326.6 327.1
R3 305.0 290.0 338.7 307.1 312.6 311.3 314.0
O3 280.5 264.5 287.9 266.8 286.0 294.6 281.5
AVG 291.8 - 329.5 295.2 305.5 302.0 304.8

Prime Cattle 
Price Reported 4688 - 6915 5908 5610 4191 22624

Cows

O3 243.0 232.8 249.2 249.3 250.7 238.6 246.9
O4 247.5 234.0 258.6 252.0 255.2 240.7 251.2
P2 201.9 201.7 194.6 213.0 197.5 185.4 197.7
P3 223.0 222.8 213.3 226.3 229.7 213.4 217.4
AVG 227.9 - 248.7 234.3 243.0 209.5 232.3

LATEST LIVEWEIGHT CATTLE MART PRICES NI
1st QUALITY 2nd QUALITY

W/E 14/06/14 From To Average From To Average

Finished Cattle (p/kg)
Steers 182 194 186 165 179 172
Friesians 142 158 152 121 138 131
Heifers 187 204 192 160 186 173
Beef Cows 140 181 155 100 139 120
Dairy Cows 105 123 112 75 104 90
Store Cattle (p/kg)
Bullocks up to 400kg 204 241 220 146 203 172
Bullocks 400kg - 500kg 190 202 195 148 189 168
Bullocks over 500kg 185 212 198 140 183 166
Heifers up to 450kg 170 190 180 142 169 155
Heifers over 450kg 170 190 180 139 169 154
Dropped Calves (£/head)
Continental Bulls 260 385 320 160 258 210
Continental Heifers 240 300 270 100 238 170
Friesian Bulls 100 152 125 20 98 60
Holstein Bulls 50 110 75 1 48 25

REPORTED COW PRICES NI - P/KG

w/e
14/06/2014

Wgt
<220kg

Wgt 220-
250kg

Wgt 250-
280kg

Wgt
>280kg

O+3= - - - 256.7
O-3+ - - 228.0 237.9
P+2+ 107.4 165.0 207.6 227.5
P+3+ - 201.5 222.0 232.3
P-1- 140.5 151.2 159.9 180.0

COMMODITY PRICE

W/E 
14/06/14

Price (£) per tonne /
1000litre

% 
weekly change

Barley 149.50 -1.6

Wheat 166.50 n/c

Straw 17.50 -

BASE quotes this week ranged from 310-316p/kg for U-3 grade
steers and heifers. While some plants reduced quotes back to 310-
312p/kg early this week others remained at 314-316p/kg. Similar

quotes are expected for early next week for prime cattle. Meanwhile
quotes for O+3 grade cows ranged from 235-250p/kg this week.

Throughput of prime cattle in the NI plants last week was back for the
third consecutive week with 5,945 clean cattle slaughtered. Prime cattle
throughput is running three per cent behind year earlier levels with
154,047 cattle killed during 2014 to date. Despite a 1.3kg increase in the
average prime cattle carcase weight the amount of beef from prime cattle
processed during 2014 to date is 2.4 per cent lower than the same period
in 2013. A total of 1,378 cows were killed last week in NI plants taking
throughput for the year to date to 34,629 head, 11.8 per cent behind
year earlier levels. With the volume of cow beef processed back by 8 per
cent year on year the total amount of beef processed by NI plants is back
by 2.6 per cent during 2014 to date. 

Imports of prime cattle for direct slaughter last week increased to 423
head, more than double the 183 prime cattle imported the previous
week. This is the highest weekly import for direct slaughter from ROI since
March and accounted for 7 per cent of the prime kill in NI last week.
Exports of prime cattle to GB last week for direct slaughter totalled 117
head bringing exports for direct slaughter for the year to date to 3,380
compared to 5,374 exported in the corresponding period in 2013. This
accounts for a 37 per cent decline year on year. 

Despite reports of a tightening in the availability of prime cattle on the
ground beef prices have continued to come under pressure. The average
steer price in NI last week was back 2.1p/kg to 312.9p/kg while the R3
steer price was back by 1.7p/kg to 324.2p/kg, its lowest level since early
November 2012. The average heifer price in NI last week was back by
2.8p/kg from the previous week to 316.8p/kg while the R3 heifer price
was back by 4.7p/kg to 322p/kg. The average NI young bull price last
week was back by 2.5p/kg to 291.8p/kg while the R3 young bull price
was back by 1.3p/kg to 305p/kg. 

The deadweight beef trade in GB has also continued to struggle with
reports of supplies outpacing demand for beef. Average steer prices were
back by 2.6p/kg to 330.3p/kg last week with the R3 steer price back by
3.2p/kg to 333.7p/kg. While R3 steer prices recorded a decline in all the
GB regions the most marked drop in R3 steer prices was recorded in
Northern England where the price was back by 6.8p/kg to 333.9p/kg.
R3 heifer prices in GB last week were back by 0.5p/kg to 334p/kg while
the R3 heifer price was back by 3.2p/kg to 332.3p/kg. 

Strong supplies of cattle in ROI have continued to put pressure on
deadweight cattle prices and when this is combined with a weakening in
euro against sterling the R3 steer price in ROI last week was back the
equivalent of 8.4p/kg to 298p/kg and the R3 heifer price back by a
similar margin to 308.1p/kg.

LAMB QUOTES

(P/Kg DW) This Week
16/06/14

Next Week
21/06/14

Lambs 440>21kg 440>21kg

* ROI price is lamb and hogget prices combined

LATEST SHEEP MARTS

From: 14/06/14 Lambs (P/KG LW)

To: 20/06/14 No From To Avg

Saturday Omagh 541 413 450 -

Swatragh 600 373 432 -

Monday Massereene 726 400 436 -

Kilrea 415 415 433 -

Tuesday Saintfield 634 400 440 -

Rathfriland 900 390 452 420

Ballymena 704 390 452 408

Wednesday Armoy 285 405 435 -

Markethill 550 390 429 415

QUOTES for lambs have steadied this week at 440p/kg up to 21kg
with similar quotes expected from the plants for early next week.
The quality of lambs being presented for slaughter has been very

good with throughput in the NI plants last week totalling 10,325 head, the
highest weekly throughput for the year to date. Throughput in the NI
plants accounted for 73 per cent of total lamb production in NI last week
with 3,736 lambs exported to ROI last week making up the balance. The
weakening of the euro against sterling has been a key driver behind this
trend. The deadweight lamb price in NI last week was 434.4p/kg, back
8.9p/kg (7c/kg) from the previous week. The deadweight lamb price in
GB last week was 521.1p/kg, down 3.6p/kg from the previous week. 

This Week’s Marts

Agood trade was reported across the marts this week with steady
numbers passing through the rings. In Swatragh last Saturday 600
lambs sold from 373-432p/kg compared to 350 lambs the previous

week selling from 398-472p/kg. In Kilrea on Monday 415 lambs sold
from 415-433p/kg compared to 300 lambs last week selling from 426-
439p/kg. In Ballymena this week 704 lambs sold to an average of
408p/kg compared to 720 lambs last week selling to an average of
422p/kg. In Markethill on Wednesday 550 lambs sold from 390-429p/kg
(av 415p/kg) compared to 840 lambs last week selling from 410-
445p/kg (av 428p/kg). A good trade was reported for well fleshed cull
ewes with top prices of over £100 reported in several marts. 

REPORTED LAMB PRICES - P/KG

(P/KG DW) W/E
31/05/14

W/E
07/06/14

W/E
14/06/14

NI Liveweight 410.4 418.3 422.0

NI  Deadweight 456.0 443.3 434.4

ROI Deadweight 442.2 433.1 -

GB Deadweight 522.6 524.7 521.1

STRONG SUPPLIES OF LAMBS COMING FORWARD

NI PRIME CATTLE NUMBERS FORECAST TO TIGHTEN

Chart 2: Imports of ROI cattle onto NI farms January – May 2009-2014

Table 1: Breakdown on beef  cattle (beef sired + dairy males) on the ground by
age category diring May 2013 and May 2014
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