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LMC Extends FQAS Liaison 
Service to Marts
To assist members of the 
Farm Quality Assurance 
Scheme (FQAS), LMC has 
recently extended its Liaison 
Service to marts.  LMC’s 
Farm Liaison Officer, Terry 
White, will run mart clinics 
at a range of Livestock Marts 
across Northern Ireland. 
Terry will be present to assist 
members of FQAS with 
non-conformances, general 
scheme queries and any 
issues prior to or following an 
inspection. Any farmers who 
wish to join the scheme can 
also do so through their local 
FQAS mart clinic.  Terry will 
be available at the livestock 
marts listed below on the 
following dates:
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The LMC owns and manages 
FQAS on behalf of the beef 
and sheep meat industry and 
provides a dedicated liaison 
service to both new applicants 
and existing FQAS members.  The 
mart clinics are in addition to the 
daily FQAS helpline that LMC 
currently provides. The helpline is 
available to any producers needing 
assistance with scheme queries 
or non-conformances.  Some 
farmers can find a number of the 
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scheme requirements such as the 
completion of records daunting, 
the liaison service is in place to 
assist farmers and ensure that as 
many producers as possible can 
continue to benefit from being a 
member of the scheme.  Depending 
on demand the chosen marts may 
vary, changes will be highlighted in 
LMC’s weekly bulletin and via text 
message.  Members can also call 
the FQAS Helpline on 
(028) 9263 3024.

FEBRUARY 2013
Livestock Mart  Day  Date
Omagh   Monday 04/02/2013
Ballymena	 	 Friday	 	 08/02/2013
Kilrea   Wednesday 13/02/2013
Enniskillen	 	 Thursday	 14/02/2013
Markethill  Tuesday 19/02/2013
Saintfield  Wednesday 20/02/2013

MARCH 2013
Livestock Mart  Day  Date
Saintfield  Wednesday 06/03/2013
Ballymena	 	 Friday	 	 08/03/2013
Markethill  Tuesday 12/03/2013
Enniskillen	 	 Thursday	 14/03/2013
Omagh   Monday 18/03/2013
Kilrea   Wednesday 20/03/2013



Updated Animal Welfare Codes 
Available Exclusively for FQAS 
Members
As	part	of	the	Northern	Ireland	Beef	and	Lamb	Farm	
Quality	Assurance	Scheme	(NIBL	FQAS),	animals	must	
be	reared	and	managed	in	accordance	with	the	DARD	
Codes	of	Recommendations	for	the	Welfare	of	Livestock	
(Cattle and Sheep). It is a requirement of FQAS that 
these codes are signed and dated to indicate that they 
have been read and understood. These Welfare Codes 
have	recently	been	reviewed	and	updated	by	DARD,	due	
to the introduction of the Welfare of Animals Act 2011.

DARD	has	informed	the	FQAS	that	they	do	not	intend	
to reprint these codes for each farmer.  As the FQAS 
consider these Welfare Codes to be a fundamental part 
of the scheme and we understand that not everyone has 
access to the internet we have taken the decision to 
provide our members printed copies with this edition 
of the FQAS Newsletter (enclosed).  

FQAS has been advised that the new codes can be 
obtained	online	from	the	DARD	website	or	can	be	
requested from local DVO’s for those who do not have 
internet access.  These Codes can be obtained
online from:

•	 http://www.dardni.gov.uk/beef_cattle_code_	
	 of_practice.pdf	
•	 http://www.dardni.gov.uk/sheep_code_of_	
 practice.pdf 

or the LMC website

•	 http://www.lmcni.com/
	 fqas/documentation/	

As FQAS have provided all 
members of the scheme 
with a copy of the updated 
welfare codes, this is the 
version that should be 
used for your FQAS
inspection. If you have any 
queries please contact 
our Farm Liaison Officer 
on (028) 92 633024 
or visit www.lmcni.com 
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Butchers FQAS Licence 
Applications Soar
As	part	of	the	20th	Anniversary	celebrations	of	NIBL	FQAS,	
LMC has taken the opportunity to visit a random selection of 
butcher’s shops from across Northern Ireland, all of whom are 
approved to use the FQAS logo on beef and lamb in their shop.  

LMC recently visited six different randomly selected butchers 
from six different counties which provided an opportunity 
to meet with local butchers and to ascertain why FQAS is 
important	to	their	business’.		Each	butcher	was	presented	with	
their FQAS ‘Certificate of Approval’ and LMC is encouraging 
consumers to look for these certificates when shopping for 
beef and lamb. There are currently 107 butchers who are 
licensed to use the FQAS logo on meat and meat products 
which	are	approved	to	carry	it.	Butchers	who	support	the	
Scheme and are licence holders will receive promotional 
material from LMC including recipe cards, cook books and 
posters.

NIBL	FQAS	provides	an	essential	cornerstone	for	butchers	
in Northern Ireland to market their beef and lamb products 
with confidence and it is encouraging to see the number of 
licence	applications	soar	in	the	past	six	months.		NIBL	FQAS	
was set up to give consumers assurances about the farm 
end of the production chain with 3 key pillars: food safety, 
animal welfare and care for the environment.  Local butchers 
play an important role in communicating this message.  LMC 
is currently planning a TV advertisement highlighting the 
quality, versatility and nutritional benefits of FQAS beef and 
our ongoing work with FQAS butcher licence holders will 
compliment the planned advertisement which should be aired 
in March 2013.

Consumers who wish to see a full list of FQAS approved 
butchers should visit the LMC website.  Any butcher wishing 
to join the scheme, please contact LMC on 028 9263 3000.

The next time you 
visit your local 
butcher why not 
ask if the business 
has a Certificate 
of Approval?
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Common Non-Conformances Update  
NIBL	FQAS	is	owned	by	the	LMC	on	behalf	of	
the beef and sheep meat industries. Northern 
Ireland Food Chain Certification (NIFCC) 
operates this scheme on behalf of LMC. It is 
NIFCC who complete farm inspections against 
the	NIBL	FQAS	standard	and	determine	
whether the certification will be granted. 
During farm inspections the inspectors 
from NIFCC will potentially raise non-
conformances. A non-conformance will be 
raised where the farm does not comply with a 
certain clause or requirement of the standard. 
These non-conformances must be rectified 
within the timescale provided for the farm 
to either become assured or retain its Farm 
Quality Assured (FQA) status.

Non-conformances have been reviewed for a 
12 month period from 1 January 2012 to 31 
December 2012. Within this period NIFCC 
conducted 7608 farm inspections. The top 
ten most common non-conformances are 
listed in Table 1.

In the previous update of common non-
conformances raised during inspections 
(Winter 2011 FQAS Newsletter), the most 
common non-conformance was ‘GAP 
Code (Code of Good Agricultural Practice) 
not available’, the prevalence of this non 
conformance has decreased from 47% to 
11% following the derogation which came 
into force in March 2012, when it became 
acceptable for members of FQAS not to have a 
copy of the GAP code, as the code is currently 
out of print and is in the process of being 
reviewed and updated. 

Since the last update there has been a large 
increase in the number of non-conformances 
raised against code 2.4a (Animal Health Plan 
and	Bio-security	controls)	regarding	DARD	
approved disinfectants. In January 2012 the 
FQAS was alerted that Veterinary Laboratory 

Agencies (VLA) were testing these 
disinfectants to ensure they were suitable for 
specific animal diseases. These disinfectants 
are tested regularly and the updated lists of 
approved disinfectants are published on both 
the	DARD	website (http://www.dardni.gov.uk/
pubs-animal-health-and-welfare-approved-
disinfectants) and the LMC website
 (http://www.lmcni.com/fqas/
documentation) to try and assist producers 
where possible. 

Please note that for the purposes of the 
FQAS, DARD approved disinfectants must 
be	approved	for:	Foot	and	Mouth	Disease,	
TB and General Orders.

In the last 18 months there has been a 
small reduction in non-conformances 
raised for medicine records and recording 
of anaesthetic used for common veterinary 
operations, a reduction of 4% from 18% in 
2010-2011 to 14% in 2012. It is of great 
importance that these records are kept up 
to date and that all sections are completed 
in the purchase and usage section of the 
Veterinary	Medicine	Record	Book.	

Many of the recurring non-conformances 
remain unchanged in areas such as sharp 
edges in housing, feed records and general 
farm tidiness. 

To assist farms to maintain their FQA status 
and receive the benefits associated with 
this, the LMC as owners of the FQAS have 
a Farm Liaison Officer and FQAS Helpline in 
place. The Farm Liaison Officer will assist 
participants of the scheme either prior to or 
after an inspection with any queries or any 
advice that may be needed to rectify non-
conformances or preparation required for an 
impending inspection. To obtain copies of the 
FQAS	Standard,	Rules,	Veterinary	Medicine	
Records,	Feed	Record	Books	or	application	
packs contact the FQAS helpline which is in 
operation Monday to Friday 9am - 5pm 
(028 9263 3024).

 

Product Non Conformance     % of inspections completed 
Standard       where non conformance 
Code       occurred

2.4a	 Animal	Health	Plan/Bio-security	Controls	 	 	 36
5.2 Housing – Sharp edges    15
2.14	 Medicine	Records	 	 	 	 	 14
1.6	 Record	of	anaesthetic	used	for	common	vet	operations	 	 14
3.13b Feedstuff warranty declaration available   14
3.16 Declaration of feed ingredients retained   12
5.1 General standard of livestock housing   11
7.2 GAP Code (Code of Good Agricultural Practice) available  11
7.1b General farm tidiness     9
3.17a	 Feed	Records	 	 	 	 	 9

TABLE 1
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FQAS Farmer of the 
Year Award

In November 2012, LMC were 
proud to sponsor the Farming 
Life	&	Danske	Bank	FQAS	
Farmer	of	the	Year	Award	2012,	
a year which marked the 20th 
anniversary of the FQAS.

The	FQAS	Farmer	of	the	Year	Award	
presented a great opportunity to 
recognise farming excellence within 
the FQAS membership.  FQAS Farmer 
of	the	Year	2012	was	awarded	to	beef	
farmer Paul Turley from Downpatrick 
who joined the scheme in 1996 and 
since then has maintained a high level 
of compliance with the standard. Paul 
also demonstrated how he stands out 
from his competitors and highlighted 
the merits of being a member of the 
FQAS. 

The LMC would like to congratulate all 
of the farmers who were nominated for 
this award and to thank Farming Life 
and	Danske	Bank	for	the	opportunity	
to be involved in this very successful 
showcase event.
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Focus Remains Fixed 
on Farm Safety 

The Farm Safety Partnership has 
joined with the Northern Ireland 
Rural	Development	Programme	
Focus Farms Centre to deliver 
proactive FarmSafe Awareness 
Workshops.

The new initiative aims to attract 3,000 
participating farmers and their families across 
Northern Ireland. 

The workshops will be delivered 
by 28 Focus Farmers who will 
host a specifically developed, 
practical farm safety 
demonstration and seminar. 
Also included is a farm tour 
designed to highlight all of the 
key safety issues that affect local
farming businesses.

For	more	information	on	how	to	register	for	a	
visit, please contact the Focus Farm Centre 
on:	0845	026	7536.

Another key element of the partnership’s 
continuing drive to make local farms safer is 
the	Health	and	Safety	Executive	for	Northern	
Ireland’s	(HSENI)	ongoing	farm	safety	visits	
campaign.

Since its launch in early November 2012 more 
than 550 farm visits have taken place. And, 
HSENI	is	on	target	to	visit	more	than	1,000	
farms by the end of March as part of this 
major effort to improve safety and address the 
rise in farm-related fatalities.

Health	and	Safety	Officers	from	HSENI	and	a	
number of district councils continue to work 
directly with farmers to highlight the four key 
dangers of working with Slurry, Animals, Falls 
and	Equipment	(i.e.	SAFE).	

If any farmer would like to request a farm 
visit,	or	for	more	information	on	farming	
health and safety issues please contact the 
HSENI	helpline	on:	0800	0320	121	or	visit	
www.hseni.gov.uk/farmsafe

Livestock and Meat Commission for Northern Ireland (LMC)
Lissue House, 31 Ballinderry Road, Lisburn, BT28 2SL
Tel:	028	9263	3000   •   Email: info@lmcni.com   •  Website: www.lmcni.com
fqas@lmcni.com   •    FQAS Helpline: 028	92633024		

Disclaimer            
‘LMC does not guarantee the accuracy and completeness of any third party information provided in or included with this publication. LMC hereby disclaims any responsibility for error, omission or inaccuracy in the 
information, misinterpretation or any other loss, disappointment, negligence or damage caused by reliance on third party information’.
 

FQAS would like to thank 
all those members who 
gave up their time to 
take part in a research 
project commissioned 
by the LMC.  The results 
provided some very 
useful feedback.

Reminder of Adherence
to Withdrawal Periods 
from DARD and FSA
We have granted permission to the 
Department	of	Agriculture	and	Rural	
Development	(DARD)	and	the	Food	Standards	
Agency (FSA) to use this newsletter to remind 
producers that it is an offence to present any 
animal for slaughter for human consumption 
which has been treated with a medicinal 
product if the withdrawal period for that 
product has not expired. The same principle 
applies to any animal product, including milk, 
derived from such treated animals.   

Farmers must therefore ensure that the 
Manufacturer’s instructions for all veterinary 
medicines used on-farm, in particular 
withdrawal periods, are fully complied with 
before a treated animal is presented for 
slaughter, or milk from a treated animal is 
supplied for human consumption.

DARD	will	continue	to	monitor	compliance	
with these requirements by sampling and 
testing animals and animal products at 
slaughter and on-farm.

FQAS Launches Text 
Messaging Service

The Northern Ireland 
Beef	and	Lamb	Farm	
Quality Assurance 
Scheme	(NIBL	FQAS)	
has recently launched 
a text messaging 
service to members of 
the FQAS. The scheme will text relevant 
information to those members of the scheme 
who have provided their mobile numbers. 
FQAS members can expect to receive 
information on items such as: Farm Liaison 
Officer attendance dates at Livestock Marts, 
most common non-conformances, recent 
developments or updates to scheme etc.

If you are a member of the FQAS and you 
have	not	received	recent	text	messages	
and	would	like	to,	call	(028)	9263	3000	or	
(028)	9263	3024	to	register	your	number.


