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Food Waste - The Commission has just published a new study which analyses consumer food 
waste in the EU – i.e. food waste at the household level and in the catering sector. According 
to its findings, Total EU consumer food waste averages 123 kg per capita/year or 60 million 
tonnes annually. This represents 16% of all food reaching consumers.  The authors estimate 
that almost 80% of it (47 million tonnes) is avoidable. The study also highlights that 
vegetables, fruit and cereals are wasted more than other food groups as they tend to have a 
shorter shelf-life and are often over-purchased because they are generally cheaper than other 
product groups like meat. Although the amounts of meat wasted are smaller, meat accounts 
for the largest avoidable food waste footprint (i.e. highest amounts of water and N resources) 
because its production is very resource intensive. This is also true for other livestock products 
such as milk and cheese, although to a lesser extent.  

 

Energy Use in the Food Sector– According to the findings of a recently published JRC study 
on the Energy use in the food sector, agriculture, including crop cultivation and animal 
rearing, is the most energy intense phase of the food system—accounting for nearly one third 
of the total energy consumed in the food production chain. Consumption of dairy and meat 
products confirms its major role in GHG emissions even when emissions are estimated per kg 
of product, with the exception of milk. Emissions from the agriculture/zoo-technical stage are 
also particularly significant for the dairy and meat products: agriculture emissions account for 
73, 81 % and 71 % for milk, butter and cheese, respectively. In the case of beef, pork and 
poultry agriculture linked GHG emissions reach the shares of 95 %, 84 % and 84 % 
respectively.  

 

Rural Development Funds - A new Regulation allows Member States to transfer up to 5 % 
of rural development funds to a different "Axis" of the foreseen Rural Development 
Programme, rather than the current 3 % limit. Moreover Member States will have up to the 
end of September to notify such changes to the Commission, rather than the end of August. 
The move comes in response to requests from Member States at the Council earlier this year, 
to enable the full and effective use of funds under-utilized for some measures. 

 

BSE risk status – An EU regulation, amending BSE risk status following OIE’s decision in 
May this year, recognises Cyprus, the Czech Republic, France, Liechtenstein and Switzerland 
as having a negligible BSE risk. There are now a total of 20 EU member states with BSE 
negligible risk status. As the most recently born case of BSE in the UK was born in 2007, the 
UK would only be able to apply for negligible risk status from 2018. 

 



Scrapie – EFSA has reviewed the results of a recent publication on the zoonotic potential of 
ovine scrapie prions showing that under laboratory conditions classical scrapie could be 
transmitted from sheep to mice whose genes have been modified to resemble human genes. In 
their Scientific Opinion, EFSA’s experts highlight that there is no scientific proof that 
classical scrapie can be transmitted from animals to humans under real-life conditions. They 
also remind that the level of exposure is largely determined by the prevalence of the disease in 
ovines and by the amount of infectivity in ovine tissues entering the food chain and that the 
latter is reduced by the current specific risk material measures. EFSA highlights that current 
scientific knowledge on scrapie (both classical and atypical) is limited, e.g. information is 
lacking on the variability of different strains, their geographical distribution and how they 
may affect potential crossover to other species. 

 

FAO index - Prices for major food commodities in July hit their lowest average monthly level 
since September 2009 as sharp drops in the prices of dairy products and vegetable oils more 
than offset some increases for those of sugar and cereals. Meat prices, meanwhile, remained 
stable. International prices of bovine meat moved up, offsetting a decline for pigmeat and 
ovine meat, while poultry quotations remained stable. Prices of beef from Australia, in 
particular, rose, supported by stronger import demand from the United States, Japan and the 
Republic of Korea, amongst others. Muted domestic demand for pigmeat in some EU member 
states caused quotations to fall, with export prices following suit. 

 

EU Exports - One year into the Russian ban, DG AGRI published new data on the evolution 
of EU exports between August 2014 and May 2015.  In spite of the Russian ban, monthly 
extra-EU28 exports (all agri-food products) reached an all-time high in March 2015 at almost 
€12 billion. May 2015 exports also were higher than twelve months before (+5 %).  Major 
gains in export values have been achieved in the US, China, Switzerland and in a number of 
key Asian markets, such as Hong Kong and the Republic of Korea. EU exports in bovine 
meat and poultry between August 2014 and May 2015 increased by 22.7 % and 4.9 % 
respectively compared to the equivalent period twelve months before. For pigmeat, export 
losses could be limited to a 1.1 % decrease. 

 

EU - Vietnam FTA – An agreement in principle on the FTA negotiations with Vietnam has 
now been reached, after two and a half years of talks. On tariffs, Vietnam has agreed to fully 
liberalize all its sectors apart from a few highly sensitive areas (such as sugar and rice). 
Frozen pork meat will be duty free after 7 years, beef after 3 years, dairy products after a 
maximum of 5 years and food preparations after a maximum of 7 years. The agreement also 
contains a chapter addressing Sanitary and Phytosanitary measures (SPS), specifically aimed 
at facilitating trade in plant and animal products, where the parties agreed on some important 
principles such as regionalization and the recognition of the EU as a single entity. Technical 
discussions are now expected to be completed by the end of the year, so that the FTA could 
enter into force end of 2017/beginning of 2018. 


