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STRONG INCREASE IN RETAIL LAMB SALES

While lamb remains a minority meat in
terms of overall protein consumption in
the UK the latest retail sales data from
Kantar have been very encouraging.

This improvement in sales during the
2020 period has been welcomed,
especially given the decline in demand
from the foodservice sector. There have
been more people cooking at home
during Covid-19 restrictions and this
combined with strong promotional
activity by retailers and levy bodies will
have contributed to this upward
movement in lamb sales.

The Muslim festival Eid-al-Adha
traditionally sees an increase in
demand for lamb. This year it was at the
end of July/early August which meant it
was within the 2020 reference period
however last year it was celebrated later
in August so any increase in sales due
to the festival were not included in the
2019 reference period.

During the 12 weeks ending 09 August
2020 volume sales of primary lamb
cuts through major UK retailers
increased by 17.7 per cent from the
corresponding period in 2019 to total
13,400 tonnes.

The overall value of primary lamb sales
through major retailers increased by
25.6 per cent to total £130.4 million

during the 12 weeks ending 09 August
2020. This increase was driven by the
increase in volume sales outlined above
but also by an increase in the average
retail price to £9.74/kg. This was an
increase of 6.8 per cent or 62p/kg from
year earlier levels.

The majority of lamb cuts recorded an
increase in the value and volume of
sales during the 2020 period. In
percentage terms volume sales of
diced/cubed lamb and lamb mince
recorded the biggest increase year on
year (47.2 per cent and 39.2 per cent
respectively) however the volumes
involved remain small in comparison to
other cuts.

The value of diced/cubed lamb sales
also increased strongly, up 61.4 per
cent to £9.3 million with the value of
mince sales increasing by 43.7 per cent
to total £14.7 million.

Lamb roasting joints accounted for the
largest proportion of lamb sales through
UK retailers in terms of both volume
and value. Volume sales of lamb
roasting joints totalled 5,000 tonnes
during the 12 weeks ending 09 August
2020, up 10 per cent from year earlier
levels. Roasting joints accounted for 37
per cent of primary lamb sales through
UK retailers in volume terms during the
2020 period, back slightly from 39 per
cent in the same period in 2019.

Image 1: There has been a strong increase in the value and volume of lamb sales
through the major UK retailers during the 12 weeks ending 09 August 2020
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Figure 1: Volume of UK retail lamb sales by cut during the 12 w/e 09 August

2020 and corresponding period in 2019
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Within the lamb roasting joint category
sales of shoulder joints performed
particularly well, increasing by 22.4 per
cent to total 1,300 tonnes in the 12
weeks ending 09 August 2020.
Meanwhile volume sales of leg roasting
joints increased by 6.3 per cent to total
3,700 tonnes.

Overall the value of sales of lamb
roasting joints through UK retailers
increased by 21 per cent to £50.2
million during the 2020 period. This was
driven by the growth in volume sales but
also a ten per cent increase in the
average retail price.

There was also growth recorded in the

value and volume of lamb leg steak
sales through UK retailers during the
2020 period. Volume sales totalled
1,700 tonnes, a 17.9 per cent increase
from 2019 levels. The average retail
price increased by 4.6 per cent to
£13.06/kg and this combined with the
additional volume sales resulted in a
23.4 per cent increase in the value of
lamb steak sales to £21.9 million during
the 2020 period.

A similar trend can be observed in retail
sales of lamb chops with strong
increases in the value and volume of
sales (29.5 per cent and 26.4 per cent
respectively).






CATTLE TRADE

NI FACTORY BASE QUOTES FOR CATTLE

WEEKLY BEEF & LAMB MARKETS

G
Prime
U-3 350 - 360p 350 - 358p
R-3 344 - 354p 344 -352p
0+3 338 -348p 338 - 346p
P+3 288 - 302p 288 - 300p
Including bonus where applicable
Cows
0+3 & better 260 - 270p 260 - 270p
Steakers 140 - 170p 140 - 170p
Blues 120-130p 120-130p

Cow quotes vary depending on weight and grade.
Pricing policies vary from plant to plant. Producers are advised to
check pricing policies before presenting cattle for slaughter.

W/E
29/08/20
us

R3

0+3

371.4
368.7

359.1

372.7
367.3

358.0

REPORTED NI CATTLE PRICES - P/KG

Steers Heifers ey
Bulls

366.5
364.2

349.9

*Prices exclude AA, HER and Organic cattle

REPORTED COW PRICES NI - P/KG

—_— Weight Bands

P1

P2

P3

03

04

R3

165.9

174.6

189.1

219.6

2471

249.7

202.3

2415

259.8

269.4

286.1

218.1

254.7

265.3

281.0

285.0

29913

Deadweight Cattle Trade

Base quotes from the major processing plants this week ranged from 350-
360p/kg for in spec U-3 grade prime cattle with the majority of plants
quoting at the upper end for of this scale. Quotes for good quality 0+3
grade cows ranged from 260-270p/kg across the plants this week. Similar
quotes are expected for all types of cattle early next week.

The plants have indicated an increase in prime cattle throughput in local
plants last week although the final figure was unavailable at time of
publication. Unsettled weather conditions and poor grazing conditions
have contributed to an increase in supplies of cattle from local producers
for slaughter. Reports have also indicated good supplies of cows being
presented for slaughter.

Stronger supplies of locally produced cattle and the unsettled weather
conditions last week will have contributed to the notable decline in the
level of import for direct slaughter when compared to previous weeks.
Imports for direct slaughter from ROI last week consisted of 275 prime
cattle and 127 cows. Imports from ROI for direct slaughter during 2020
to date have totalled 9,744 head, up 3,314 head from the same period in
2019 when 6,430 prime cattle were imported. Meanwhile cattle exports
from NI to ROI for direct slaughter last week included six prime cattle and
105 cows. This brings the total year to date cattle exports to 1,858 head,
a decrease of 1,625 head when compared to the same period in 2019.

The NI deadweight trade for prime cattle came under pressure last week
with majority of grades reporting declines between 4-7p/kg from the
previous week. The average steer price in NI last week was back by
4.8p/kg to 361.7p/kg with the R3 steer price decreasing by a similar
margin to 372.4p/kg. The average heifer price declined by 4.6p/kg to
363.1p/kg with the R3 heifer price back 4p/kg from the previous week
to 370.5p/kg. The average young bull price came back by 4.2p/kg to
351.3p/kg with the R3 young bull price back 6p/kg from the previous
week to 361.8p/kg. Meanwhile the average NI cow price decreased by
8.7p/kg to 253.4p/kg with the 03 cow price back by 8p/kg to 279.2p/kg.

In GB last week the reported deadweight cattle prices also came under
pressure with declines generally ranging from 1-2p/kg from the previous
week. The average steer price was back 0.7p/kg to 373.6p/kg while the
R3 steer price decreased by a penny to 380.7p/kg. This has widened the
differential in the R3 steer price between NI and GB to 8.3p/kg last week.
The average heifer price in GB was up slightly to 373.8p/kg while the R3
heifer price decreased by 1.6p/kg to 378.9p/kg. This puts the differential
in the R3 heifer price between NI and GB at 8.4p/kg last week. The
average GB cow price reported a decrease of 2.3p/kg to 262.2p/kg from
the previous week with the 03 cow price back by 1.2p/kg to 288.4p/kg.

In ROI last week the R3 steer price was the equivalent of 330.3p/kg, back
4.7p/kg from the previous week and just over 42p/kg lower than the R3
steer price in NI. The R3 heifer price in ROl was 331.9p/kg, back 5.5p/kg
from the previous week and 38.6p/kg below the R3 heifer price in NI. The
03 cow price in ROI last week was back 2.8p/kg to the equivalent of
264.6p/Ka.
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3720 3413 3928 380.0
R3 3724 3303 3924 3780
Steers R4 3684 3306 3948 3837
03 3578 3121 3778 3618
AVG 361.7 390.6 3717
u3 3743 3436 3985 3854
R3 3705 3319 3920 3769
Heifers R4 3674 3316 3944 3784
03 3582 3174 3643 3624
AVG 363.1 389.8 3723
u3 366.8 3248 3866 3751
Young RS 361.8 3144 3815 3649
Bulls 03 3439 2972 3443 3275
AVG 351.3 3766  358.2
P';’c';“se%frtt': g 4450 6225 6,863
03 279.2 2646 2937 2853
04 2850 2643 2980 284.0
Cows P2 2425 2378 2542 @ 2414
P3 2635 2536 2653 2574
AVG 253.4 2870 2621

Midlands | Southern
England | & Wales | England

382.3
3771
378.6
353.3
366.8
386.9
3775
379.2
357.0
368.5
373.2
369.9
345.2
363.8

7,859

287.6
2871
248.3
264.6
257.2

381.0
378.3
376.8
358.8
366.1
385.0
375.0
377.2
355.5
363.3
374.9
364.6
355.3
358.8

4,831

2911
2875
256.2
264.6
258.4

LAST WEEK'S DEADWEIGHT CATTLE PRICES (UK / ROI)

W/E Northern | Rep of Scotland Northern
29/08/20 | Ireland | Ireland
u3

GB

385.0
380.7
386.8
359.4
373.6
389.5
378.9
384.5
358.2
373.8
379.8
372.7
339.2
365.4

25,778

288.4
288.0
250.0
263.5
262.2

Notes: (i) Prices are p/kg Sterling-ROI prices converted at 1 euro=89.76p Stg

(i) Shading indicates a lower price than the previous week.

(iii) AVG is the average of all grades in the category, not just those listed

LATEST LIVEWEIGHT CATTLE MART PRICES NI

W/E
29/08/20

Finished Cattle (p/kg)
Steers
Friesians
Heifers
Beef Cows
Dairy Cows
Store Cattle (p/kg)
Bullocks up to 400kg
Bullocks 400kg - 500kg
Bullocks over 500kg
Heifers up to 450kg
Heifers over 450kg
Dropped Calves (£/head)
Continental Bulls
Continental Heifers
Friesian Bulls
Holstein Bulls

225
160
210
157
117

235
220
215
220
200

350
280
150
125

1st QUALITY

233
176
244
192
136

275
263
235
246
228

480
420
280
200

227
169
216
173
124

255
240
222
232
214

415
330
200
160

200
137
185
120
100

200
200
185
185
170

245
200
80
20

224
159
209
156
116

234
219
214
218
199

345
275
145
120

212
152
197
138
108

217
208
200
202
185

295

240
105
70










